
PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

 

Executive Session Notice 
 

On Monday, August 14, 2023, at 5 P.M. City Council will go into Executive 

Session pursuant to Section 30-4-70(a)(2) of the South Carolina Code for 

discussion regarding the receipt of legal advice where the legal advice relates to a 

pending, threatened, or potential claim or other matters covered by the attorney-

client privilege. 

 

Specifically, City Council will discuss the following item: 

 

1.   Receive a legal briefing regarding a pending appeal involving the City’s 

business license ordinance. 

 

The Executive Session may be held before and/or after the August 14, 2023, 

regular City Council meeting.  City Council may take action on any matter noticed 

for Executive Session following such Executive Session. 

 

The Executive Session will be held in Room 315 in the Municipal Building at 111 

Chesterfield Street S. 

 
 

WORK SESSION 
 

On Monday, August 14, 2023, after the Executive Session the Aiken City Council 

will hold a work session for discussion of Virginia Acres Park Incident and 

property at 828 Richland Avenue W.  The meeting will be held in the Council 

Chambers at 111 Chesterfield Street S in Room 309. 

 

Regular Meeting 
 

The regular meeting will be at 7 p.m. and available for public viewing via 

YouTube at the following address:  https://www.youtube.com/CityofAikenSC 
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THE CITY OF AIKEN 

5 P.M. Executive Session Then Work Session 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 

AUGUST 14, 2023 

7 P.M. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 

 

GUIDELINES 

 

ADDITIONS OR DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA 

  
I. MINUTES: 

 

(1) Consideration of the Minutes of the Executive Session, Work Session 

and Regular Meetings on July 10, 2023.   
II. NON-AGENDA ITEMS FROM THE PUBLIC (total time limited to 30 

minutes and each speaker limited to three minutes.): 

 

  
III. OLD BUSINESS:  Further Consideration of: 

 

(1) Discussion of Appointments to Boards, Commissions, and Committees.   
IV. NEW BUSINESS:  Consideration of: 

 

(1) First Reading of an Ordinance to Approve a Concept Plan for Property 

Located on Neilson Street. 

  

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE CONCEPT PLAN FOR 

PROPERTY LOCATED ON NEILSON STREET NEAR THE 

INTERSECTION WITH DOUGHERTY ROAD.  
 

(2) First Reading of an Ordinance to Rezone Aiken County Board of 

Education Property on Explorer Trail from Residential Single-Family 

(RS-10) to Planned Institutional (PI) and Approve a Concept Plan. 

  

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ZONING OF REAL ESTATE 

OWNED BY AIKEN COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION FROM 

RESIDENTIAL SINGLE-FAMILY (RS-10) TO PLANNED 

INSTITUTIONAL (PI) AND TO APPROVE A CONCEPT PLAN.  
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(3) First Reading of an Ordinance to Adopt Updates to the Comprehensive 

Land Use and Transportation Plan. 

  

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CTY OF AIKEN 

COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE AND TRANSPORTATION PLAN.  
 

(4) Approval of Grant Award from the South Carolina Department of Public 

Safety.  
 

(5) First Reading of an Ordinance to Adjust the 2023-24 Budget to Include 

Grant Funding for the School Resource Officer at Chukker Creek 

Elementary School. 

  

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE BUDGET OF THE CITY OF 

AIKEN FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JULY 1, 2023 AND 

ENDING JUNE 30, 2024.   
V. PETITIONS AND REQUESTS: 

 

(1) Approval of Renewal of Memorandum of Understanding with the 

Friends of the Railroad Depot.  
 

(2) Approval of a Resolution to Enter into a Lease Termination Agreement 

with the Aiken Council of Garden Clubs. 

  

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF AIKEN TO ENTER 

INTO A LEASE TERMINATION AGREEMENT WITH THE AIKEN 

COUNCIL OF GARDEN CLUBS.  
 

(3) Approval of Memorandum of Understanding with the Aiken Council of 

Garden Clubs.  
 

(4) Approval of a Resolution to Approve Revised EQUIP Mortgage 

Program MOU with Security Federal Bank. 

  

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF AIKEN TO ENTER 

INTO A MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING WITH 

SECURITY FEDERAL BANK.  
 

(5) Approval of Resolution to Accept Deed of Dedication for Bay Meadows 

Drive, Water and Sanitary Sewer Lines and Related Equipment and 

Easements in Kemper Downs Phase 2. 

  

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ACCEPTANCE OF A DEED 

OF DEDICATION FOR KEMPER DOWNS PHASE 2.  
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(6) Approval of a Resolution to Accept Deed of Dedication for Water, 

Strom Sewer, and Sanitary Sewer Lines and Associated Equipment and 

Easements in Woodside Plantation, Summer Hill Phase 4 Section 15. 

  

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ACCEPTANCE OF A DEED 

OF DEDICATION FOR WOODSIDE PLANTATION, PHASE 4, 

SECTION 15.  
 

(7) Approval of Resolution to Accept Deed of Dedication for Water Lines 

and Related Equipment and Easements from Tulsiraj, Inc. 

  

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ACCEPTANCE OF A DEED 

OF DEDICATION FROM TULSIRAJ, INC.  
 

(8) Approval of Resolution Authorizing the Acceptance of a Deed of 

Dedication for Rivers Crossing Subdivision, Phase 1. 

  

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ACCEPTANCE OF A DEED 

OF DEDICATION FROM KID OWNER 3, LLC .  
 

(9) Approval of Bid for Parking Lot at the Public Safety Building on 

Beaufort Street.   
VI. NON-AGENDA ITEMS FROM THE PUBLIC (each speaker limited to 

three minutes.): 

 

  
VII. INFORMATION 

 

(a) Issues and Updates.  
 

(b) Planning Commission Minutes for June 13, 2023.  
 

(c) Board of Zoning Appeals Minutes for May 23, 2023.  
 

(d) Design Review Board Minutes for June 6, 2023.  
 

(e) Senior Commission Minutes for July 18, 2023.  
 

(f) Public Services Department Report for May and June, 2023.  
 

(g) Engineering and Utilities Department Report for July, 2023.   
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 
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Aiken City Council Minutes 

 
WORK SESSION 

 
July 10, 2023 

 
 
Present:  Mayor Osbon, Councilmembers Brohl, Price and Woltz. 
 
Absent:  Councilmembers Diggs, Girardeau, and Gregory. 
 
Others Present:  Stuart Bedenbaugh, Gary Smith, Sara Ridout, Mary Tilton, Marya Moultrie, 
Charles Barranco, Lex Kirkland, Daniel Williams, Gary Meadows, Matthew Christian of the 
Aiken Standard and 4 citizens. 
 
 
Mayor Osbon called the work session to order at 5:07 p.m.  He asked Mr. Bedenbaugh to 
introduce the subject of discussion, 
 

 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 

 
Mr. Bedenbaugh stated by state law if you have a Zoning Ordinance you must have a 
Comprehensive Land Use and Transportation Plan.  The Comprehensive Plan needs to be 
updated every ten years with a reevaluation every five years.  Staff has been working on the 
reevaluation of our Comp Plan.  Marya Moultrie presented the draft update to Council in a work 
session on June 12, 2023.  A copy of the plan was given to Council for review, comments or 
questions.  He said Ms. Moultrie is present to answer questions from Council.  He noted that we 
had received over 1,000 comments from citizens online and in several in-person meetings.  The 
process started in September, 2022, with a booth at Aiken’s Makin’.  Meetings have been held in 
various neighborhoods and online regarding the Comp Plan.   
 
Mayor Osbon asked if Council had any questions for Ms. Moultrie. 
 
Councilwoman Brohl stated she had some comments.  She said the Comp Plan is a lot of 
material.  She said she did read it.  She said what she liked was that in each section there were 
vision and guiding principles and how that section related to the element and how it was 
addressed.  She said it takes a lot of time and effort to get all of that together.  She noted there 
were so many good things in the document.  She noted there was a lot of expanding community 
branding initiatives in all parts of the city to reinforce shared identity.  She pointed out that we 
are all distinctive, but we are all part of the city.  So we need to come up with something that is 
an identity brand that we can all rally around.  The section on education and medical services 
going back to 2015 to 2020 talked about both USCAiken and Aiken Regional being large 
employers in the city and there is graphic proximity with Advanced Manufacturing, technical 
service, education, and medical services.  We have the Advanced Manufacturing coming.  We 
also have DreamPort coming.  She noted that being on the hospital board she knew for years they 
were working for a residency program which is now happening.  We have the elements for this 
to take off right away.  When this was talked about it had not come to fruition, but now it has.  
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She said it is nice to see some of the things that have been planned and envisioned coming into 
existence.  She pointed out that as we go through and look at other items, we will see those 
things that staff has talked about for our community coming into existence.  She said she was 
very impressed with the proposed document.  
 
Councilwoman Price stated she had said to Ms. Moultrie a number of times, the credibility that 
she brings in the community.  She can identify with folks in all walks of life.  They trust Ms. 
Moultrie, respect her highly.  They know she values their input.  She noted what will linger with 
us is that until people can see numbers and parity in budget and planning where the dollars are 
coming and going to, that is the only way that they are going to see a difference in our town.  She 
said she was not saying anything different from anyone else.  She said she had heard over and 
over that we have got to see better planning of how the dollars are spent.  We will never have an 
equal balance because of priorities.  We know what priorities are like.  Until folks can see that 
their community has changed; my streets look different; my roadway looks different and there is 
some real special attention being placed in areas, she felt we will not see a different posture.  We 
are working towards some of that, but they are still not seeing that.  We hear that at meetings.  
Somehow we have got to set some examples that we are going to invest in these neighborhoods 
which have dilapidated housing.  Some things we have no control over, but we can help define 
solutions and Ms. Moultrie has been trying to find solutions by gathering input.   
 
Mayor Osbon stated he appreciated all the work that went into the document and all the citizens 
who made comments.   
 
Councilwoman Brohl stated she noted several times in the document “working with the County.”  
She said she felt that was real important.  She said when she was on the Planning Commission 
they had the first ever City-County Planning Commission that met together with their directors.  
She noted that the Whiskey Road Overlay was a result of that.  She felt we need more working 
together to come up with regulations or things that we would like to see in an area or specific 
area that we share.  She felt that is an area on which we can expand.   
 
Ms. Moultrie stated that is one thing that they are working for.  She said they are scheduling to 
make sure that the City and County Planning Departments meet quarterly to make sure we are 
working together.    
 
There were no other items for discussion at the Work Session.  The Work Session ended at 5:16 
p.m.     
 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

July 10, 2023 
 
 
Present:  Mayor Osbon, Councilmembers Brohl, Diggs, Price and Woltz. 
 
Absent:  Councilmembers Girardeau and Gregory. 
 
Others Present:  Stuart Bedenbaugh, Gary Smith, Sara Ridout, Mary Tilton, Marya Moultrie, 
Charles Barranco, Tim O’Briant, Mary Catherine Lawton, Thomas Parrott, David Jameson, 
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Charlie Hartz, Pat Cunning, Sam Erb, Jason Rabun, Buzz Rich, Lex Kirkland, Joanna Samson, 
Allen Conger, Larry Comegys, and Peter Kleinhenz. 
 
 
Mayor Osbon stated an executive session will be held before the regular Council meeting. 

 
City Council will go into Executive Session pursuant to Section 30-4-70(a)(2) and (a)(5) of the 
South Carolina Code to discuss negotiations incident to two proposed contractual arrangements 
and matters relating to the proposed location, expansion, or provision of services encouraging 
location or expansion of industries or other businesses in the area served by the public body. 
 
Specifically, City Council will discuss the following items: 
 

1. A proposed contractual arrangement regarding several easements related to northside 
sewer expansion. 

2. A proposed contractual arrangement involving the potential conservation easement 
application with the South Carolina Conservation Bank. 

3. To discuss negotiations incident to proposed contractual arrangements relating to the 
proposed Savannah River National Laboratory location in downtown Aiken and receipt 
of related legal advice. 
 

The executive session may reconvene following the conclusion of the regular Council meeting.  
City Council may take action on any matter noticed for Executive Session following such 
Executive Session.  
 
Councilwoman Brohl moved, seconded by Councilman Woltz, that Council go into executive 
session to discuss the items noted by Mayor Osbon. 
 
Council went into executive session at 5:18 p.m.in Room 315. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, the executive session ended at 7:10 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
            
             Sara B. Ridout 
             City Clerk 
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Aiken City Council Minutes 
 

July 10, 2023 
 
 
Present:  Mayor Osbon, Councilmembers Brohl, Diggs, Price and Woltz. 
 
Absent:  Councilmembers Girardeau and Gregory. 
 
Others Present: Stuart Bedenbaugh, Gary Smith, Sara Ridout, Mary Tilton, Marya Moultrie, 
Charles Barranco, Mike Przybylowicz, Lex Kirkland, Jessica Campbell, Sabina Craig, Tim 
O’Briant, Daniel Williams, Gary Meadows, Matthew Christian of the Aiken Standard, and about 
35 citizens.  
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 

Mayor Osbon called the regular meeting of July 10, 2023, to order at 7:11 p.m.  Mayor Osbon 
led in prayer. The pledge of allegiance to the flag was led by Public Safety Director Charles 
Barranco. 
 

GUIDELINES 
 
Mayor Osbon reviewed the guidelines for speaking at the Council meeting.   
  
 

ADDITIONS OR DELETIONS TO AGENDA 
 

Mayor Osbon recognized Mayor Pro Tem Woltz for any additions or deletions to the agenda. 
Mayor Pro Tem Woltz stated there was one change to the agenda under Petitions and Requests 
Item 2.  The wording needs to be changed to “easement for all property surrounding Mason 
Branch Reservoir.”  Councilman Woltz moved that the agenda be approved with the change 
noted. The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Brohl and unanimously approved. 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

Mayor Osbon stated Council needs to come out of executive session and asked for a motion. 
 
Councilwoman Brohl moved, seconded by Councilwoman Diggs, that Council come out of 
executive session.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

 
MINUTES 

 
Mayor Osbon stated the minutes were distributed with the agenda for review.  The minutes of the 
work session, executive session, and regular meeting of June 26, 2023, were considered for 
approval.   
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Councilwoman Price moved, seconded by Councilman Woltz, that the minutes of the work 
session, executive session, and regular meeting of June 26, 2023, be approved.  The motion was 
unanimously approved.  
 

PROCLAMATIONS 
Park and Recreation Month 
July 2023 
 
Mayor Osbon stated a proclamation had been prepared for Council consideration to designate 
July as Park and Recreation Month. 
 
Councilwoman Price read the proclamation. 
 
Mayor Osbon and Councilwoman Price presented the proclamation to Jessica Campbell, Parks, 
Recreation & Tourism Director, along with staff members Rasheka Gains, Recreation Manager, 
Alison Cribb, Recreation Supervisor, Lucas West, Recreation Supervisor, and Austin Rippy, 
Recreation Coordinator.  Ms. Campbell noted that they have a wonderful calendar of events 
highlighting Natural Parks and Recreation Month for the entire month of July.   
 
Smith-Hazel Center 
60th Anniversary 
 
Mayor Osbon stated a proclamation had been prepared for recognition of the 60th Anniversary of 
the Smith-Hazel Center. 
 
Councilwoman Diggs read the proclamation. 
 
Alison Cribb stated on Saturday, July 15, at Smith-Hazel Center from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. there will 
be free food, free pool, free basketball, bingo, and yard games.  There will be the Clyburn Center 
bus, Shepherd Community bus, and a Fire Truck, activities, Public Safety Officers mingling with 
the community, and Parks, Recreation & Tourism staff hanging out with the community.  
Everyone is invited to lunch and to participate in the activities. 
 
Mayor Osbon and Councilwoman Diggs presented the proclamation to Jessica Campbell, Parks, 
Recreation & Tourism Director, and staff members present. 
 

FARMERS’ MARKET PROJECT 
Williamsburg Street 
 
Mr. Bedenbaugh stated the Farmers’ Market Project that had received a lot of attention is 
indefinitely paused in order for two things to occur.  Number 1 a public session to be held on a 
date to be determined and Number 2 after the public session the project will be submitted to the 
Design Review Board for review and additional feedback. 
 

NON-AGENDA ITEMS 
 
Mayor Osbon asked for non-agenda items from the public with the total time limited to 30 
minutes with 3 minutes for each speaker. 
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Julie Worley, 148 Marion Street NE, suggested that City Council consider hiring a City Attorney 
to be on staff.  She noted that she had lived in Aiken for five years.  She had lived in other cities, 
and it is a regular practice that the City Attorney is a city staff person which avoids conflict of 
interests.  A staff attorney would have expertise in making sure that all the city and state laws are 
followed.  It would avoid a lot of the trouble that has come up recently with the City of Aiken by 
having better legal advice.  She said she regularly walks by the Farmers Market.  Now she is 
avoiding it because it is an eyesore.  If the City had had good legal advice on that project, it 
would not have happened in the first place.  She said she regularly walks in the park behind 
Schofield Middle School.  The grass is cut, but that is all.  She felt it is not well maintained.  The 
ponds are disgusting.  Someone took up the fence and left holes where the fence posts were.  She 
pointed out that since she had moved to the city, two times she has had raw sewage, not from her 
house, but in her front yard.  One time it was so bad they had to decontaminate her soil.  Last 
week she had brown water which was disgusting.  She felt the infrastructure should be a top 
priority, but felt that it had been neglected while attention has been focused on other things.  She 
felt a full time City Attorney with the city the only obligation would be a big improvement.  She 
suggested that instead of extending our water system, that city take care of the citizens that they 
already have.   
 
Becky Phillips stated she was here a month ago, and said she looks better now than she did last 
time because time ran out on her.  She said she was not running for Mayor, but she was going to 
keep an eye on Mayor Osbon of his coming and going to see what kind of land you are giving 
away.  She said she walked around the old hospital building today.  She wondered who would 
sell the property for $950,000.  She said she moved from California, and you can’t buy a nice 
house for that.  She suggested that the city do something for the homeless on the old hospital 
property.  She noted that all the Section 8 buildings were torn down at the Aiken Housing 
Authority on Laurens Street NW at Hahn Village.  She felt that was wasteful.  They could have 
torn the inside out and rebuilt them.  She said she had property at 171 Fig Grove Lane in 
Warrenville.  She noted that her neighbor got arrested because he burned her house on October 
13.  She said she has been living in the woods.  She said she could not afford to pay rent and her 
mortgage.  She noted that the city does not take care of the homeless.  She noted an article by the 
Mayor that he was trying to get higher class for all the people in Aiken so they will spend 
money.  She suggested that the city take care of what they have now.  Mayor Osbon stated he 
thought he did not say what Ms. Phillips noted.  He pointed out also that the City does not own 
the old hospital property.  It is owned by Aiken County.  He also pointed out that Hahn Village 
was owned by the Aiken Housing Authority, not the City of Aiken.  Ms. Phillips stated she 
resides in the woods on Laurens Street.  She noted that a lot of 18 wheelers come through there.  
She noted there is a sign that says “no trucks of 4 wheels on Laurens Street.” 
 
Kelly Cornelius, 160 Lynn Drive, stated she was happy to hear the Williamsburg Street project is 
on hold.  However, she felt there are still a lot of questions that need to be answered.  She 
pointed out that the trees are not getting put back of the size that was there.  She noted that she 
put in a FOIA request when it first happened and had received some of the information back.  
She said she had asked for the wrong plan and the right plan.  The response was that the City of 
Aiken has provided the requested records.  There was only one plan which has been provided.  
The plan was wrong in that it called for the removal of some trees.  She said she had assumed 
that this was an AMDC project because there is a plan on the AMDC website.  She noted that 
Mr. Bedenbaugh told her at the last meeting that the project was not an AMDC project, but that it 
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was a Community Block Grant project.  She said she was still in the process of trying to research 
some of that.  She said she felt that it should not be up to the citizens to try to figure out what 
happened.  She said she was asking for some accountability on this.  She said shoving it under 
the rug is not the answer.  One of the other things provided was an email from Thomas Parrott to 
Tim O’Briant noting we need to let them know what the plan is for the project as the bids are 
only good for 60 days.  This was on January 11, 2023.  She noted that Mr. Parrott has a City of 
Aiken address, but he is also listed as Cranston Leadership.  She asked if people the City hires as 
contractors are also employees of the City.  Mr. Bedenbaugh stated the City does not have the 
position of City Engineer filled.  We need to have someone doing engineering tasks.  Mr. Parrott 
fulfilled that, but he is an employee of Cranston.   
 
Ms. Cornelius stated after spending the last year watching the train wreck of Project Pascalis 
with no accountability and it seems to just morph into Project Labscalis.  She felt there should be 
some accountability or we are just going to continue to have these kind of mistakes. 
 
Jacob Elis, 3 Short Court, stated the feasibility study for the potential SRNL office complex was 
due at the end of May.  He noted it has not been presented yet, and it is the middle of July.  He 
pointed out that $250,000 of Aiken’s money was spent on this feasibility study.  He said the 
public deserves to know where the study is.  He noted that rumors and word of mouth are already 
in the works that things are going to happen.  For example, like the demolition of the Holley 
House Motel; the Taj Indian Restaurant moving into the Johnson Drugstore building.  If these 
rumors are true, parts of the feasibility study are done or available to some people, but not the 
public.  He said the public deserves to see at least some or any of it that is available.  If not, he 
assumes that more back door deals are being made, secret meetings, things that the public can get 
privy to.  We deserve to know what is going on because it is our money that is being spent.  He 
asked where is any or all of the feasibility study.   
 
Mayor Osbon stated when the feasibility study becomes available, he felt everyone should get to 
see it as it comes out.   
 
Mr. Bedenbaugh stated the study has not been delivered by the time that they had indicated.  
They are still doing due diligence, and at that point it will be delivered to the public for 
comments and feedback.  The report is not complete, and we do not want an incomplete product.  
He said he did not have a new date for the study to be completed.   
 
Mr. Ellis stated that $250,000 was spent, and there should be a definite amount of time to 
produce the report.  Mr. Bedenbaugh stated when the report is ready, it will be delivered to the 
public for feedback. 
 
Lisa Smith, a city resident, stated she had questions about the SRNL project.  She said she had 
sent some questions to the Lab on June 16, and they forwarded them to the City.  She said the 
questions were: How was the Richland-Newberry Street location chosen and who led the 
process?  Why was the Richland-Newberry Street location chosen?  What other options have 
been or are being considered?  Who will pay the cost after the $20 million settlement money is 
spent? Who will pay the additional cost?  Is anyone interested in getting feedback from the 
community?  Are you interested in what the community wants?  How are you set up for 
community input?  Where will employees park?  How many cars will be added to the downtown 
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parking?  Has downtown traffic been considered?  What environmental studies will be needed in 
addition to the preliminary work that the city has commissioned?   
 
Ms. Smith noted that she had not received answers from anyone.  She said she had been getting 
more correspondence back from the Savannah River National Lab.  She noted she had also 
attended some of the Aiken Corporation meetings.  She said it seems that Mr. O’Briant, the 
City’s Economic Development Director, is actually supervising the project through K.J. Jacobs 
of McMillan, Pazdan, and Smith.  She asked who is running the consultants—the Aiken 
Corporation or the City of Aiken?  Mr. Bedenbaugh stated it is the Aiken Corporation.  Ms. 
Smith stated it seems clear that Mr. O’Briant is supervising McMillan, Pazdan, and Smith, and 
communicating most directly with them.  She noted that it seems obvious in those meetings 
when you watch the interactions.  She noted the questions she is asking are straight forward.  She 
wondered if anyone is driving the ship.  She asked if the $250,000 is to boondoggle on money 
that was spent on something that is never going to happen.  She pointed out the last response she 
had received twice from the SRNL is from Christopher O’Neil who is the Communications 
person for the National Lab.  He said “Ms. Smith the Savannah River National Laboratory and 
the Department of Energy have no role in the decision of the City of Aiken and the Aiken 
Corporation relating to the location, development of construction of the building in Aiken 
beyond SRNL’s expression of an interest in leasing office space should it become available.” 
She said that seems to be the position of the National Lab.  That does make her wonder where we 
are going with this.  She said she is spending a lot of time and energy researching and organizing 
opposition to the project which she does not want to come downtown.  She wondered if she were 
wasting her time and if there is really no project at all.  Mayor Osbon stated he felt there would 
be a project.  He noted that Ms. Smith’s questions were legitimate questions and should be 
answered.   
 
Steve Smith, a city resident, stated he had been a county resident for over 30 years and a 3 1/2-
year resident of the city.  He said we had just talked about Smith-Hazel and what is going on 
there.  He said he participates in the Schofield Community meetings.  He noted there are issues 
within the Smith-Hazel facility with some being addressed and some not.  He noted that the floor 
in the facility is not compatible with its use any longer.  He pointed out that several people had 
spoken on that issue.  With the fact that we are not doing anything with the Farmers’ Market for 
a little while and he thought some of the money was plutonium funding, he wondered if it were 
possible that we could redirect some of the funding to do something about the floor at the Smith-
Hazel Center.  He pointed out that Mr. McGhee had spoken many times about trying to get 
funding to get the floor fixed.  He wondered if funds could be redirected towards the Smith-
Hazel floor and get that taken care of, especially because we are celebrating the 60 years’ 
success of that area.  It would be nice to make that facility fully compatible with its use and what 
is expected of that use for the citizens. 
 
Mayor Osbon stated the floor is the same floor that he played on 30 years ago so a new floor is 
needed.  He thought the source for funding would probably be CPST V which is next year.  He 
pointed out that a larger issue is that the bathrooms are not ADA compliant.  He pointed out that 
Mr. Smith won’t hear any disagreement from anyone on Council. 
 
Councilwoman Diggs pointed out that Council talked about it at the last meeting, and we said 
that we are going to get it corrected.   
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Mr. Bedenbaugh pointed out that staff is getting quotes for the work now.  The hope is when we 
reconcile our funds and close the books for fiscal year 2022-23, we will be coming to Council 
with some proposals for funding. 
 
Mary Camlet Agresta, 400 Ascot Drive, stated at the last meeting when she brought up the 
subject of the trees at the Farmers’ Market, they were told that the trees were ordered and ready.  
She asked how long it takes to plant the trees.  Mr. Bedenbaugh responded that the trees won’t be 
planted until the fall, the tree planting time, for substantial plantings in order for them to thrive.  
He thought the planting time would be in October – November time period.  They would not be 
planted before that time because we want the trees to thrive.   
 
Ms. Agresta asked if he found out where the money came from and who was at fault in taking 
them down.  Now we have to wait 3 to 4 months before planting more trees.   
 
Mr. Bedenbaugh said it is not advisable to plant the trees now for their long term health.  He said 
Ms. Agresta was asking about who was responsible for what happened to the trees.  He said we 
will not name names.  That is something that can be handled internally.  He said it is not 
appropriate to name names in a public forum.   
 
Ms. Agresta stated she was not asking for him to name who it was.  Somebody knows who did it, 
and now we have to wait and look at this ugly area.  She suggested to take some money for the 
project and plant some bushes and flowers because you don’t have to wait until fall to do that.  
Right now it is an ugly area, and the project was meant for revitalizing so some things other than 
trees will have to be put there.   
 

BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 
Appointments 
Gary Yount 
Community Development Committee 
 
Mayor Osbon stated Council needed to consider appointments to various city boards, 
commissions, and committees. 
 
Mr. Bedenbaugh stated City Council has 42 pending appointments to fill vacancies on different 
City boards, commissions, and committees.  One appointment is presented for Council's 
consideration and vote. 
 
Councilwoman Diggs has recommended the reappointment of Gary Yount to the Community 
Development Committee.  If reappointed Mr. Yount’s term would expire September 2, 2025. 
 
For Council consideration is the reappointment of Gary Yount to the Community Development 
Committee. 
 
Councilwoman Brohl moved, seconded by Councilwoman Diggs, that Council reappoint Gary 
Yount to the Community Development Committee.  
 
Mayor Osbon asked if there were any comments from the audience and Council. 
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Mayor Osbon called for a vote on the motion by Councilwoman Brohl, seconded by 
Councilwoman Diggs, that Council reappoint Gary Yount to the Community Development 
Committee. The motion was unanimously approved. 
 
Mayor Osbon asked if there were any nominations for consideration at the next meeting.  No 
nominations were made. 
 

ANNEXATION – ORDINANCE 07102023 
3 Parsons Circle 
A2J Rentals, LLC 
TPN 106-07-10-003 
 
Mayor Osbon stated this was the time advertised for second reading and public hearing on an 
ordinance to annex 3 Parsons Circle and zone it RS-15 (Residential Single-Family). 
 
Mayor Osbon read the title of the ordinance. 
 
AN ORDINANCE TO ANNEX PROPERTY LOCATED AT 3 PARSONS CIRCLE SW AND 
TO ZONE THE SAME RESIDENTIAL SINGLE-FAMILY (RS-15). 
 
Councilwoman Diggs moved, seconded by Councilwoman Brohl, that Council approve on 
second reading and public hearing an ordinance to annex 3 Parsons Circle and zone it RS-15 
(Residential Single-Family). 
 
Mr. Bedenbaugh stated A2J Rentals, LLC, applicant and owner, has requested annexation of 3 
Parsons Circle SW (TPN 106-07-10-003) containing 1 acre and zoning as RS-15 (Residential 
Single-Family).  The proposed zoning is consistent with the surrounding single-family uses and 
zoning.  The property is located in Aiken Estates. 
 
The Planning Commission reviewed the request for annexation at their June 13, 2023, meeting.  
The Commission voted 6-0 (Commissioner Clarkson not present) to recommend to City Council 
that the property be annexed and zoned RS-15 (Residential Single-Family). 
 
Council approved this ordinance on first reading at the June 26, 2023, meeting.  For City Council 
consideration is second reading and public hearing of an ordinance to annex 3 Parsons Circle SW 
and zone it RS-15 (Residential Single-Family). 
 
Mayor Osbon asked for comments from the audience and Council. 
 
Mayor Osbon called for a vote on the motion by Councilwoman Diggs, seconded by 
Councilwoman Brohl, that Council approve on second reading and public hearing an ordinance 
to annex 3 Parsons Circle and zone it RS-15 (Residential Single-Family).  The motion was 
unanimously approved. 
 

CONCEPT PLAN – ORDINANCE 07102023A 
Revised Concept Plan 
Annexation 1.46 Acres 
Gregg Highway NW 

AGENDA ITEM #(1)

(1) Consideration of the Minutes of the Executive Session, Work Session ... Page 15 of 565



8 
 

University Lane 
Parker Aiken, LLC 
Dozier-Sapp Development, LLC 
The Parker at Aiken 
 
Mayor Osbon stated this was the time advertised for second reading and public hearing on an 
ordinance to annex 1.46 acres on Gregg Highway NW and University Lane, zone it Planned 
Residential (PR) and approve a revised concept plan. 
 
Mayor Osbon read the title of the ordinance. 
 
AN ORDINANCE TO ANNEX PROPERTY OWNED BY DOZIER-SAPP DEVELOPMENT, 
LLC AND PARKER AIKEN, LLC AND TO ZONE THE SAME PLANNED RESIDENTIAL 
(PR) AND APPROVE AMENDMENTS TO THE CONCEPT PLAN. 
 
Councilwoman Price moved, seconded by Councilwoman Brohl, that Council approved on 
second reading an ordinance to annex 1.46 acres on Gregg Highway NW and University Lane, 
zone it Planned Residential (PR) and approve a revised concept plan. 
 
Mr. Bedenbaugh stated William W. Schoettelkotte, applicant, has requested annexation of a 
1.46-acre parcel located on Gregg Highway NW and University Lane, zoning as Planned 
Residential (PR), and approval of a revised concept plan for a 336-unit residential development.  
The property was previously platted as another phase of the University Estates residential 
subdivision until a combination plat was recorded last year.  The 1.46-acre parcel would be 
zoned Planned Residential (PR) which already applies to the rest of the proposed development, 
which was annexed and zoned in February 2023, as Planned Residential.   
 
On October 23, 2006, Council adopted a policy requiring the development of larger tracts of land 
requesting city utility services and proposed to be used for residential purposes to be annexed 
and required to comply with the Planned Residential (PR) zoning.  For any development in the 
PR zone, a concept plan must be reviewed by the Planning Commission and approved by City 
Council.  As noted in Section 4.2.6B.4 of the Zoning Ordinance, Council has complete discretion 
over the concept plan.   
 
The Comprehensive Plan designates the property for residential use.  City water and sewer are 
available to the site, and the property has road access.  The property is currently undeveloped 
with extensive tree cover. 
 
City Council approved a concept plan for the development on February 13, 2023.  The current 
application explains the proposed concept plan changes.  With the annexation and addition of 
1.46 acres the development would increase from 29.82 acres to 31.28 acres.  The number of 
residential units would remain at 336.  However, it is proposed that one apartment building be 
replaced with four carriage homes (defined by the Zoning Code as single-family attached), 
 
In the approval of the concept plan in February, 2023, Council included a condition of adding at 
least 50 parking spaces.  The previous concept plan had 517 parking spaces.  The proposed 
concept plan has 593 parking spaces, so the earlier approved condition is being met.  The ratio of 
parking spaces per residential unit would increase from 1.53 to 1.76. 
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The developer is proposing a 336-unit multifamily development with 13 multifamily buildings 
and one row of single-family attached dwellings.  The development would provide a mix of 1, 2, 
and 3-bedroom floor plans.  Amenities will include a clubhouse, an outdoor grilling area and a 
dog park.  The community will also have sidewalks and a covered mail kiosk.  The development 
will have access to Gregg Highway and University Lane.  Both entrances are shown on the 
landscape plan with divided planted medians, which are required by the Zoning Ordinance.  The 
concept plan appears to adhere to the minimum building setback of 10 feet to the perimeter of 
the project.  The proposed 10.74 units per acre density complies with the maximum 12 units per 
acre, and is roughly half a unit less than the previously approved 11.27 units per acre.  
 
Previously approved architectural elevations show three-story residential buildings and a 
clubhouse.  The current request replaces one of the three-story buildings with a row of four 
single-family attached units, denoted as "carriage homes."  These would be one-story in the front 
and two stories in the back with rear-loaded garages.  The Concept Plan describes the primary 
building materials as hardie siding and brick veneer.  During the previous request, the developer 
confirmed to Staff that the maximum height of the apartment buildings will be 45'.  The 
maximum building height in the PR (Planned Residential) zone is 50 feet. 
 
The amount of provided open space is not denoted; 40% of the property acreage is required to be 
set aside for landscaped open space.  The development will need to comply with the Tree 
Preservation and Landscape requirements.  A traffic study has been submitted to SCDOT and the 
Traffic Consultant for the City of Aiken for review.   
 
The Planning Commission reviewed the request for annexation of a 1.46-acre parcel, zoning, and 
the revised Concept Plan at their June 13, 2023, meeting.  The Commission voted 6-0 
(Commissioner Clarkson not present) to recommend that the 1.46-acre parcel be annexed with no 
conditions, zoned Planned Residential (PR) and approval of the revised Concept Plan with the 
following conditions: 
 

1. That the development complies with the open space requirements of the Zoning 
Ordinance. 
2. That the development complies with the City of Aiken Tree Preservation, buffer, and 
landscape requirements. 
3. That both proposed entrances have divided planted medians, and receive encroachment 
permit approval from SCDOT. 
4.  That ground-mounted monument signs no more than 32 square feet and 6 feet in 
height are provided at both entrances to the development. 
5. That the traffic study is approved by SCDOT and the City of Aiken Traffic Consultant, 
and that all recommended traffic improvements are installed by the developer. 
6. That the single-family attached units comply with all relevant architectural standards 
unless a waiver is granted by City Council. 
7. That the applicant submits a revised concept plan listing the conditions of approval. 
8. That the applicant signs an agreement stating the conditions of approval within 180 
days. 

 
At the June 26 meeting it was mentioned by the Planning Director that the developer would like 
Council to grant a waiver exempting compliance with relevant architectural standards.  Mr. 
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Bedenbaugh stated he felt the question of Item 6 should be addressed.  He pointed out that at the 
last meeting the developer is requesting a waiver to exempt compliance with relevant 
architectural standards which is Item 6 in the conditions.  He noted that Ms. Moultrie, Planning 
Director, pointed that out at the last meeting.  He felt Council’s decision on the waiver request 
needs to be clarified.  He felt the ordinance would need to be amended.  Mr. Bedenbaugh stated 
they are adding several single-family attached units.  The developer would like the relevant 
architectural standards waived to exempt them for that compliance.  He pointed out the requested 
waiver was mentioned at the last meeting, but no formal amendment was made to the ordinance 
to grant the waiver.   
 
Ms. Moyer pointed out the concept plan has one single-family attached unit.  Typically, single-
family units have façade variations.  In this case there is only one single-family unit.  The 
developer asked for a waiver from the relevant architectural standards.  The intention is not to 
have a number of single-family units all looking the same.  In this case there is only one single-
family attached unit.  They will still have to comply with the landscaping requirements.   
 
City Council approved this ordinance on first reading at the June 26, 2023, meeting.  For City 
Council consideration is second reading and public hearing of an ordinance to annex a 1.46-acre 
parcel, zone it Planned Residential (PR), and approve the revised Concept Plan with the 
conditions recommended by the Planning Commission. 
 
Councilwoman Price stated she would amend her motion, seconded by Councilwoman Brohl, 
that Council approved on second reading an ordinance to annex 1.46 acres on Gregg Highway 
NW and University Lane, zone it Planned Residential (PR) and approve a revised concept plan 
with Condition 6 being amended to waive the condition that the single-family attached units 
comply with all relevant architectural standards. 
 
Mayor Osbon asked for comments from the audience and Council.  There were no comments. 
 
Mr. Gary Smith, City Attorney, stated he would add another sentence to Condition 6 stating that 
Council granted the waiver.   
 
Mayor Osbon called for a vote on the motion by Councilwoman Price, seconded by 
Councilwoman Brohl, that Council approve on second reading and public hearing an ordinance 
to annex 1.46 acres on Gregg Highway NW and University Lane, zone it Planned Residential 
(PR), approve a revised concept plan with Condition 6 being amended to grant a waiver from the 
condition that the single-family attached units comply with all relevant architectural standards. 
The motion was unanimously approved. 
 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
CSRA Young Marines 
Marine Corps League 
Weeks Center 
 
Mayor Osbon stated a request had been received for approval of a Memorandum of 
Understanding with the CSRA Young Marines for use of the Weeks Center for their meetings. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #(1)

(1) Consideration of the Minutes of the Executive Session, Work Session ... Page 18 of 565



11 
 

Mr. Bedenbaugh stated a request has been received from the CSRA Young Marines of the 
Marine Corps League that the City provide in-kind use of classroom space at the Weeks Center.  
They would like to use classroom space twice a month on a year-round basis at the Weeks 
Center.  The Young Marines is a non-profit youth education and service program.  The City has 
established MOU's with organizations we work and partner with to better communicate and 
coordinate the use of facilities and resources of the city.  The MOU is similar to the one with 
VITA, the tax preparation program.  The Young Marines would use the classrooms during 
normal operating hours of the Weeks Center.   
 
Staff has been working with Cameron Barry, Unit Commander, to provide a Memorandum of 
Understanding for use of space at the Weeks Center.  The MOU lists the responsibilities of the 
City as well as those of the CSRA Young Marine Unit.  The MOU has been reviewed by City 
staff and the City Attorney, and we recommend approval. 
 
For Council consideration is the approval of a Memorandum of Understanding with the CSRA 
Young Marines of the Marine Corps League for use of classroom space at the Weeks Center. 
 
Councilwoman Diggs moved, seconded by Councilwoman Brohl, that Council approve the 
MOU with the CSRA Young Marines for use of some classrooms at the Weeks Center with the 
responsibilities for the CSRA Young Marines as listed in the MOU.  
 
Mayor Osbon asked for comments from the audience and Council. 
 
Mayor Osbon called for a vote on the motion by Councilwoman Diggs, seconded by 
Councilwoman Brohl, that Council approve the MOU with the CSRA Young Marines for use of 
some classrooms at the Weeks Center with the responsibilities for the CSRA Young Marines as 
listed in the MOU. The motion was unanimously approved. 

 
RESOLUTION 07102023B 

Aiken Land Conservancy 
Application for Grant 
SC Conservation Bank 
Conservation Easement 
 
Mayor Osbon stated for Council consideration is a resolution authorizing the Aiken Land 
Conservancy to apply for a grant from the South Carolina Conservation Bank for a conservation 
easement for properties surrounding the Mason Branch Reservoir. 
 
Mayor Osbon read the title of the resolution: 
 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE AIKEN LAND CONSERVANCY TO APPLY FOR A 
GRANT FROM THE SOUTH CAROLINA CONSERVATION BANK FOR A 
CONSERVATION EASEMENT. 
 
Mr. Bedenbaugh stated at the June 12, 2023 work session, Council received a presentation from 
Joanna Samson with the Aiken Land Conservancy (ALC) regarding a potential application to the 
South Carolina Conservation Bank. The ALC would apply to the SC Conservation Bank to fund 
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a conservation easement on all property owned by the City of Aiken surrounding the City’s 
Mason Branch Reservoir. 
 
Partnering with WSP and Aiken Land Conservancy, City staff have investigated the potential of 
protecting the majority of the parcel by putting the land under a conservation easement to ensure 
it continues to protect the City of Aiken’s water supply as intended by Council when the City 
purchased the property. After the April and June work sessions, Council provided direction for 
staff to continue to work with the ALC and WSP to pursue an application to the SC Conservation 
Bank before the July 31, 2023 application deadline. 
 
ALC has requested that Council approve a resolution authorizing the application to indicate 
Council support for the grant and easement. 
 
For Council consideration is approval of a resolution authorizing the Aiken Land Conservancy to 
apply for a grant from the South Carolina Conservation Bank to fund a conservation easement on 
all city owned property surrounding the City’s Mason Branch Reservoir. 
 
Councilman Woltz moved, seconded by Councilwoman Brohl, that Council approve the 
resolution authorizing the Aiken Land Conservancy to apply for a grant from the South Carolina 
Conservation Bank for a conservation easement for all city owned property surrounding the 
Mason Branch Reservoir. 
 
Mayor Osbon asked for comments from the audience and Council. 
 
Councilwoman Price noted that Council had had several presentations regarding this property on 
the northside of town.  She thanked Joanna Samson for her presentations as well as Allen 
Conger’s presentations.  She said she stood firm for a while on protecting the 2,500 acres which 
we purchased with 300 acres of the land for development.  She noted that Ms. Samson showed 
us many times on the map the proximity where a proposed development would be.  She noted 
that there are a lot of great things which are to take place in terms of the acreage, especially the 
Greenway that will take place starting at Generations Park and go all the way to this location.  
She said she had viewed the project on the map, but had not gone to the site.  She said she 
contacted the City Manager last week and asked if he would take her to the property so she could 
see what Council would be approving.  She said she was totally in awe with what she saw.  It 
shows you cannot always base a decision with what you see on a map.  She said it is an 
incredible site, especially the reservoir that we want to protect.  She publicly thanked Ms. Tilton 
and Mr. Bedenbaugh for showing her the property to see what we have to look forward to for 
generations to come.  She pointed out the city will get some money, but it is not the value, in her 
opinion, of the funding.  It is the protection of what we have in the site that can become a great 
greenway for us to visit for decades to come.   
 
Councilwoman Brohl also thanked Ms. Samson and Mr. Conger for all of their work and making 
things easy to understand.  She said we all value good drinking water.  This is the best way to 
protect that water supply and also get this beautiful amenity for our citizens.   
 
Mayor Osbon also thanked Mr. Comegys for working with us and educating Council.    
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Mayor Osbon called for a vote on the motion by Councilman Woltz, seconded by Councilwoman 
Brohl, that Council approve the resolution authorizing the Aiken Land Conservancy to apply for 
a grant from the South Carolina Conservation Bank for a conservation easement on all city 
owned property surrounding the Mason Branch Reservoir. The motion was unanimously 
approved. 
 

RESOLUTION 07102023C 
Deed of Dedication 
Water Lines 
Sanitary Sewer Lines 
Portrait Hills Subdivision 
University Parkway 
 
Mayor Osbon stated a resolution had been prepared for Council consideration to accept a deed of 
dedication for water and sanitary sewer lines and easements in Portrait Hills Subdivision Phase 
1. 
 
Mayor Osbon read the title of the resolution: 
 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ACCEPTANCE OF A DEED OF DEDICATION 
FROM LAND TO LOTS, LLC. 
 
Councilwoman Diggs moved, seconded by Councilwoman Price, that Council approve the 
resolution authorizing the acceptance of a deed of dedication from Land to Lots, LLC for water 
lines, sanitary sewer lines and related easements in Portrait Hills Subdivision Phase 1. 
 
Mr. Bedenbaugh stated Jeff Skeris, President of Land to Lots, LLC, has requested that the City 
accept a deed of dedication for the water and sanitary sewer lines and related equipment and 
associated easements in Portrait Hills Phase I.  Portrait Hills is located off University Parkway 
near Grand Oaks Subdivision. 
 
Our Engineering staff has reviewed this request and has recommended that the City accept this 
deed of dedication for the water and sanitary sewer lines.  The streets and storm water lines 
within the right of way are not being dedicated at this time. 
 
For Council consideration is approval of a resolution accepting the deed of dedication for the 
water and the sanitary sewer lines and other related equipment and easements for access to these 
utility lines located in Portrait Hills Subdivision Phase I located off of University Parkway. 
 
Mayor Osbon asked for comments from the audience and Council. 
 
Councilwoman Price commented on the area near the Grand Oaks.  She said it looks very good. 
 
Councilwoman Diggs asked about the number of units that are to be built in that area.  Mr. 
Bedenbaugh responded that it is proposed to build 148 units in the area.  The project is about half 
built.  
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Councilwoman Brohl stated she had been by the area and saw all the pipe infrastructure laid out 
ready to go.  This is something we have been trying to do on the northside for a long time. 
 
Mayor Osbon called for a vote on the motion by Councilwoman Diggs seconded by 
Councilwoman Price, that Council approve the resolution authorizing the acceptance of a deed of 
dedication from Land to Lots, LLC for water lines, sanitary sewer lines and related easements in 
Portrait Hills Subdivision Phase 1.  The motion was unanimously approved. 
 

RESOLUTION 07102023D 
The Sanctuary Subdivision 
Powderhouse Road 
Water Lines 
Sanitary Sewer Lines 
Deed of Dedication 
Easements 
 
Mayor Osbon stated a resolution had been prepared for Council consideration to accept a deed of 
dedication for water and sanitary sewer lines and easements in The Sanctuary Subdivision Phase 
I. 
 
Mayor Osbon read the title of the resolution: 
 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ACCEPTANCE OF A DEED OF DEDICATION 
FROM POWDERHOUSE PARTNERS, LLC. 
 
Councilwoman Brohl moved, seconded by Councilwoman Diggs, that Council approve the 
resolution authorizing the acceptance of a deed of dedication from Powderhouse Partners, LLC 
for water lines, sanitary sewer lines and easements in The Sanctuary Subdivision, Phase I. 
 
Mr. Bedenbaugh stated Michael D. Polatty, of Powderhouse Partners, LLC, has requested that 
the City accept a deed of dedication for the water and sanitary sewer lines and related equipment 
and associated easements in The Sanctuary Phase I.  The Sanctuary is located off of 
Powderhouse Road. 
 
Our Engineering staff has reviewed this request and has recommended that the City accept this 
deed of dedication for the water and sanitary sewer lines.  The streets and storm water lines 
within the right of way are not being dedicated at this time 
 
For Council consideration is approval of a resolution accepting the deed of dedication for the 
water and the sanitary sewer lines and other related equipment and easements for access to these 
utility lines located in the Sanctuary Subdivision Phase I located off of Powderhouse Road. 
 
Mayor Osbon asked for comments from the audience and Council. 
 
Mayor Osbon called for a vote on the motion by Councilwoman Brohl, seconded by 
Councilwoman Diggs, that Council approve the resolution authorizing the acceptance of a deed 
of dedication from Powderhouse Partners, LLC for water lines, sanitary sewer lines and 
easements in The Sanctuary Subdivision, Phase I.  The motion was unanimously approved. 
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NON-AGENDA ITEMS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 
Mayor Osbon asked if there were any non-agenda items from the public.  He noted each speaker 
would be limited to three minutes with a total of 30 minutes. 
 
No one spoke. 
 

INFORMATION 
 
Mr. Bedenbaugh reminded everyone of the 60th Anniversary event on Saturday, July 15, from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Smith-Hazel Center.  
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, Councilwoman Price moved, seconded by Councilwoman 
Diggs, that the meeting adjourn. The motion was unanimously approved.  The meeting adjourned 
at 8:12 p.m.   
 
 
 
                                   
                    Sara B. Ridout 

        City Clerk 
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THE CITY OF AIKEN 
 

Memorandum 
 
Date: 14 Aug 2023 
To: City Council 
From: Stuart T. Bedenbaugh, City Manager 
Subject: Discussion of Appointments to Boards, Commissions, and Committees. 

 
  
Council has 41 pending appointments to fill vacancies on different City boards, 
commissions and committees.  No nominations were made at the last Council meeting.  
However, a list of boards, commissions, and committees needing appointments by City 
Council is attached for your information.  Council may have some nominations for 
appointments to be placed on the agenda for the next meeting of Council. 
  
Please review the attached list of expired appointments and let us know who you wish to 
appoint to these boards, commissions, and committees.  If you need help with 
appointments, staff would be willing to help you as we need to get these appointments up 
to date. 
  

 
Stuart T. Bedenbaugh 
City Manager 
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BOARDS AND COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS 

APPOINTMENTS DUE: 

Arts Commission 
Catherine Thomas 
Melencia Johnson 
Larry Jones 
Caroline Gwinn 
Wendy Hirsch 

Accommodations Tax Committee 
Peggy Penland 
Regena Brackett 

Board of Zoning Appeals 
Nancy Dukes 

Building Code Appeals Committee 
Hank Moormann ( deceased) 
Jerome Ferguson 
Charity Hefley-Leigh 
James R. Findley 
Phil Haggerty , 
Earnest Saylor 

Community Development Committee 
Henry E. Craig, Jr. (deceased) 
Trudy Boyd 
Bonnie Anne Fulghum 
Leroy Myrick 

Design Review Board 
Hannah Robbins 
Joshua Stewart 

Energy & Environmental Committee 
Todd Lista 
Mike Naples 
Kirk McGowan 

Equine Committee 
Brooke Thomas 
Need to Appoint 3 New Members 

Rick Osbon 2 
Andrea Gregory 1 

Ed Girardeau 
Lessie Price 
Ed Woltz 
Rick Osbon 
Andrea Gregory 

Rick Osbon 
Andrea Gregory 

Rick Osbon 

Rick Osbon 
Gail Diggs 
Andrea Gregory 
Ed Woltz 
Ed Girardeau 
Kay Brohl 

Ed Woltz 
Andrea Gregory 
Rick Osbon 
Lessie Price 

Andrea Gregory 
Ed Woltz 

Rick Osbon 
Ed Woltz 
Andrea Gregory 

Andrea Gregory 
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General Aviation Commission 
Carolyne McPherson 
Douglas Kucyk 
Royal Robbins 
Butch Roberson 

Housing Authority - (S Year Terms) 
Sean Alford (resigned) 

Planning Commission 
Ryan Reynolds 

Recreation Commission 
Suzanne Haslup 
Susan Schifer 
Charles Cummings 
Lori Comshaw 
John Pettigrew 
John Wallace 

Senior Commission 
William Price 
Margaret Kopp 

Lessie Price 
Ed Girardeau 
Rick Osbon 
Ed Woltz 

Ed Woltz 

Ed Wolz 

Ed Woltz 
Andrea Gregory 
Gail Diggs 
Kay Brohl 
Rick Osbon 
Lessie Price 

Rick Osbon 
Ed Woltz 
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ARTS COMMISSION 
(Two Year Terms) 

(Meets at 5:30 P.M. 1st Tuesday of Every Other Month Beginning February except August) 

Address 

Catherine Thomas (3) (Chair) 
Home: 
Visual Arts Aiken, SC 29801 

Larry Jones (6) (resigned) 

Telephone 
No. Term Expires 

A ril 11, 2023 

Home: 125 South ark Commons 843-422-7940 A ril 11 , 2024 
Arts Organizations Aiken, SC 29803 larjon100@gmail.com 

Caroline Gwinn 
Home: 

Performing Arts 

Tiffany Palmer (NR) 
Home: 

Business: 

Education 

Cody Anderson (2) 
Home: 
Arts Organizations 

r. Melencia Johnson (4) 

122 Laurens St. SW 
Aiken, SC 29801 

803-641-9094 A2ril 11 , 2023 

execdir@aikencenterforthearts.org 

199 Avondale Lane 803-270-7425 April 11 , 2024 
Warrenville, SC 29851 
Aiken County School District 

t-palmer@hotmail.com 

3406 Richland Ave. W. 
Aiken, SC 29801 

803-341-7022 April 11 , 2025 
cody@georgefuneralhomes.com 

Home: 148 W. Middlebury Ln SW 706-831-1044 

Business: 
Business Community 

Wend Hirsch (5) 
Home: 

At Large 

Staff: Mary Rosbach 
Ad-Hoc Members 

Center for the Arts 

Aiken, SC 29803-8019 
USC-Aiken 

129 Sweetbay Drive 
Aiken, SC 29803 

Aiken Community Playhouse 
USCA Etherredge Center 

ril 11 , 2022 

melencia. j ohnson@gmail.com 

A ril 11 , 2023 
803-514-4384 

swhirsch4@gmail.com 

Recommended By 

Ed Girardeau 

Ed WoltZ! 

Rick Osbon 

Gail Diggs 

Kay Brohl 

Lessie Price 

Andrea Gregor 
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Kena Black (2) 
Home: 

Hospitality 

Angela Key (2) 
Home: 

Business: 
At Large 

Peggy Penland (3) Chair 

ACCOMMODATIONS TAX COMMITTEE 
(Two Year Terms) 
(Meets as Called) 

Address 

2052 Banks Mill Road 
Aiken, SC 29801 

202 Abbeville Ave. NW 
Aiken, SC 29801 

Telephone 
No. Term Expires 

803-237-8215 March 25, 2025 
kenablack@gmail.com 

443-5189 March 25 , 2024 
221-4217 (w) 

akey@aikencountysc.gov 
803-642-1557 ext.351 

Business: 897 Houndslake Drive 649-5335 March 25, 2018 
Home: Idlewilde Drive 270-7993 

ppenlandgilligan@gmail.com Lodging Aiken, SC 29803 

Deedee Vaughters ( 5) 
Home: 

At Large 

Regena Brackett (NR) 
Home: 

Lodging 

Michelle Meriwether (2) 
Home: 

At Large 

Tina McCarthy ( 6) 
Home: 

Business: 
Hospitality 

1416 Two Notch Rd. 
Aiken, SC 29803 

803-439-5701 March 25, 2024 
deedeehvaughters@bellsouth.net 

1173 Willow Woods Dr. 
Aiken, SC 29803 

709 Brucewood St. NW 
Aiken, SC 29801 

803-439-6500 March 25, 2023 
regenam0 l@yahoo.com 

803-439-0333 March 25, 2024 
journeyofjoy2015@gmail.com 

634-0177 March 25, 2025 3011 Farmer Road 
Aiken, SC 29805 
Willcox Hotel 

tmccarthy@thewillcox.com 
648-1 898 

100 Colleton Ave SW 648-6664 (Fax) 

Staff: Eric Gordon, Tourism Manager 803-679-0012 

Recommended By 

Kay Brohl 

Lessie Price 

Rick Osbon 

Ed Woltz 

Andrea Gregory 

Gail Diggs 

Ed Girardeau 
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BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
(Three Year Terms) 

(Meets 4th Tuesday at 5:30 P.M.) 

Judy Turner (3) 
Home: 

Address 

136 Lancaster Street SW 
Aiken, SC 29801 

Laurence Ogletree (3) Chair 
Home: 13 7 Laurel Ridge Circle 

Aiken, SC 29803 

Karen Daly 
Home: 

(1) 

Nance Dukes ( 4) 
Home: 

138 Cryptomeria Way 
Aiken, SC 29803 

Telephone 
No. Term expires 

649-2361 Dec. 1, 2023 
803-221 -2361 

jtumer430@atlanticbb.net 

641-9795 Dec. 1, 2023 
646-1 292 (Cell) 

ogletreelarry@bellsouth.net 

215-1082 Dec. 1,2024 
kdaly@meybohm.com 

530-0921 (c) ec. 1, 2017 100 Mulberry Court 
Aiken, SC 29803 dukes3 3 7@bellsouth.net 

Brendan Doherty (3) 
Home: 

John Brecht (3) 
Home: 

1139 Bellreive Drive 
Aiken, SC 29803 

743 Chafee Lane SW 
Aiken, SC 29801 

Ira E. (Bud) Coward ( 6) 
Home: 256 York Street SE 

Aiken, SC 29801 

Staff: Max Plankey 

295-2680 Dec. 1, 2024 
brendan@atlanticbb.net 

803-648-3893 (h) Dec. 1, 2024 
803-270-1309 (c) 

brechtj@bellsouth.net 

645-4806 Dec. 1, 2023 
budcoward@bellsouth.net 

Recommended By 

Andrea Gregory 

Lessie Price 

Ed Girardeau 

Rick Osbon 

Kay Brohl 

Gail Diggs 

Ed Woltz 
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Jerome Ferguson (5) 
Home: 

Business: 

Charity Hefley-Leigh 
Home: 

BUILDING CODE APPEALS COMMITTEE 
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENTS AND APPEALS 

(Two Year Terms) 

Address 

115 Raintree Court 
Aiken, SC 29803 

(5) 
165 Tall Pine Drive 
Aiken, SC 29803 

(Meets as Called) 

Telephone 
No. Term Expires 

640-2792 May 12, 2022 
j gferguson48@gmail.com 

803-640-0665 May 12, 2023 
charityleighl O 12@gmail.com 

James R. Findley 
Home: 

(6) Chair 
1126 South Boundary Ave. 221-7955 May 12, 2023 
Aiken, SC 29801 

Business: 108 Taylor St. SW 648-7955 
rfindley@findleyconstruction .com 

ank Moormann (3) ( deceased) 

Phil Haggerty 
Home: 

(4) 

Jamane Williams (2) 
Home: 

(3) 

Staff: Mike Jordan 

1404 Woodbine Road 
Aiken, SC 29803 

649-9621 May 12, 2018 
hmoormann@gmail .com 

137 E. Pleasant Colony Dr. 502-0333 May 12, 2023 
Aiken, SC 29803 haggerty@gforcecable.com 

1339 President Drive 
P. 0. Box 80 
Aiken, SC 29802 

10 Inverness St. W. 
P. 0. Box 66 15 
Aiken, SC 29804 
Aiken, SC 29804 

439-3039 May 12, 2024 
jamanewilliams@gmail.com 

341-1513 (c) May 12, 2023 
634-1210 

ecsentpcyg31 @gmail.com 

Recommended By 

Gail Diggs 

Andrea Gregory 

Ed WoltZi 

Rick Osbon 

Ed Girardeau 

Lessie Price 

Kay Brohl 
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
(Two Year Terms) 

(Meets Quarterly- January, April, July and October on 2nd Monday at 5 P.M.) 

Address 

enry E. Craig, Jr. (1) (deceased) 
Home: 416 Marion Street NE 

Aiken, SC 29801 

Angela Fleming (NR) 
Home: 

BonnieAnne Fulghum (6) 

34 78 Heartwood Pass 
Aiken, SC 29803 

Home: 807 Park Ave SE 
Aiken, SC 29801 

Gary Yount (Vice Chair) 
Home: 1162 Alderman St. NE 

Aiken, SC 29801 

Telephone 
Number Term Expires 

649-2916 Se t. 2, 2013 
270-2100 (c) 

hcraig2020@aol.com 

803-522-6722 Sept.2, 2024 
angelafleming40@yahoo.com 

803-292-3041 Se t. 2, 2020 
bonnie@mha-aiken.org 

648-9712 
292-8475 (c) 

gyount@atlanticbb.net 

Sept. 2, 2025 

Leroy Myrick (6) 
Home: 516 Colleton A venue SE 

Aiken, SC 29801 
648-9497 Se t. 2, 2023 

221 -9999 ( C) 
Leroy5160@gmail.com 

Trudy S. Boyd (4) 
Home: 112 Ashepoo Drive 

Aiken, SC 29803 

Judy L. Sennett (4) (Chair) 

295-6052 (c) 

tboyd@securityfederalbank.com 

Recommended By 

Ed WoltZJ 

Kay Brohl 

Rick Osbon 

Gail Diggs 

Lessie Price 

Andrea Gregory 

Home: 145 Enclave Drive. 644-8814 Sept. 2, 2024 Ed Girardeau 
Aiken, SC 29803 j sennett@gforcecable.com 

Ex-Officio Member: 

Staff: Sabina Craig 
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Faith Hawks 
Home: 

Ben Lott (3 ) 
Home: 

Construction 

Joshua Stewart (3) 
Home: 

Construction 

Hannah Robbins (4) 
Home: 

Business: Real Estate 

Ahmad Mikell (2) 
Home: 

Business: Contractor 

John C. McMichael (3) 
Home: 

McDonald Law (3) Chair 
Home: 

Business: 
Architect 

Staff: Rebekah Seymour 

DESIGN REVIEW BOARD 
(Two Year Terms) 

(Meets 1st Tuesday at 6:30 P.M.) 

Address 

725 Grace Ave. SE 
Aiken, SC 29801 

2063 Lorraine Drive 
Aiken, SC 29801 

818 Laurel Drive SW 
Aiken, SC 29801 

227 Willow Lake Drive 
Aiken, SC 29803 

Telephone 
No. Term Expires 

410-530-0827 Dec. 31 , 2024 
fnhawks@mac.com 

645-4733 Dec. 31 , 2024 
blott@atlanticbb.net 

648-4605 Dec. 31, 2023 
josh@stewartbuilders.com 

803-308-3987 Dec. 31, 2023 

hrobbins@woodsidecommunities.com 

100 Majestic Oak Way 803-571-5784 Dec. 31 , 2024 
Aiken, SC 29801 ahmad32l90@gmail.com 

1103 Hayne Ave SW 
Aiken, SC 29801 

803-522-5212 Dec. 31 , 2023 
jcmcmichael l 64@gmail.com 

1023 Westcliff Drive 648-9781 Dec. 31, 2024 
Aiken, SC 29801 mlawhbol@bellsouth.net 
1075 Brookhaven Drive 648-9612 

Recommended By 

Ed Girardeau 

Gail Diggs 

Ed Woltz 

Andrea Gregory 

Lessie Price 

Kay Brohl 

Rick Osbon 
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odd Lista (3) 
Horne: 

Business 

Dr. James Marra (3) 
Horne: 
email: 

ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE 
(Two Year Terms) 

(Meets 3rd Monday at 4:00 P.M.) 

Address 

309 Park Ave SE 
Aiken, SC 29801 
Lista's Photography 

2310 Casaba Drive 
Aiken, SC 29803 

Telephone 
No. Term Expires 

649-4321 ec. 31,2020 
todd@listaphoto.com 

803-215-7946 Dec. 31, 2023 
jirnrnarra@bellsouth.net 

Kirk McGowan (4) (resigned) 
Horne: 138 Summer Winds Circle 903-216-5088 Dec. 31, 2023 

John W. Carman (5) 
Horne: 

ike Naples (6) 
Horne: 

Eugene White (4) 
Home: 

Aiken, SC 29803 84lsurnba@grnail.com 

112 Charles Towne PL 
Aiken, SC 29803 

757-759-2395 (c) Dec. 31 , 2023 
jwcarrnan 1@gmail.com 

757-759-2395 (c) 

803-262-5229 Dec. 31, 2022 466 York Street SE 
Aiken, SC 2980 l linda naples @yahoo.com 

148 W Middlebury Lane 803-810-9276 Dec. 31, 2024 
Aiken, SC 29803 ebwhitejr@gmail.com 

Brendolyn Jenkins Boseman (2) (Chair) 
Horne: 804 Dillon Ave NW 803-645-3296 Dec. 31, 2024 

Aiken, SC 29801 bjenkinsboseman@gmail.com 

Staff: Mary Tilton 

Recommended By 

Rick Osbon 

Kay Brohl 

Andrea Gregory 

Ed Girardeau 

Ed Woltz 

Gail Diggs 

Lessie Price 
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Tara Bostwick (6) 
Home: 

EQUINE COMMITTEE 
(Two Year Terms) 

(Meets 1st Monday of Each Calendar Quarter at 4 P.M.) 

Address 

525 Laurens St. SW 
Aiken, SC 29801 

Telephone 
No. Term expires 

(803-270-6190) 
tgsb@me.com 

Jan. 28, 2025 

Deborah Taussig-Boehner (2) 
Home: 525 Barnwell Ave. NW. 803-645-2265 Jan. 28, 2025 

Chad Ingram ( 6) 
Home: 

Lela Wulf 
Home: 

Chan Carman (6) 
Home: 
Aiken, SC 29801 

Courtney Conger (2) 
Home: 

Sarah G. Wildasin (6) 
Home: 

Dr. Lisa Handy (3) 

Jack Wetzel (3) 
Home: 

Susan Trotter (6) 
Home: 

Brooke Thomas (6) 
Home: 

Aiken, SC 29801 debbie.taussig.boehner@gmail.com 

807 Two Notch Rd SE 803-648-8831 Jan. 28, 2024 
Aiken, SC 29801 chad.ingram803@gmail.com 

171 Three Runs Plantation Dr. 404-394-8633 Jan. 28, 2025 
Aiken, SC 29803 lkwulf@icloud.com 

338 Dupree Place SW (406) 855-91 25 Jan . 28, 2024 
chan@theridingschoolaiken.com 

211 Third Avenue SW 
Aiken, SC 29801 

645-3308 Jan.28, 2024 
courtneyconger@carolinacompany.com 

203-536-0888 Jan. 28, 2024 553 Sumter St. SE 
Aiken, SC 29801 sarahwildasin@yahoo.com 

951 Powderhouse Rd SE 803-642-9 I 95 Jan . 28, 2025 
Aiken, SC 29803 scequinevmd@gbellsouth .net 

494 Powder House Rd. 
Aiken, SC 29801 

803-642-2533 Jan. 28, 2024 
cjwpdh@aol.com 

1011 South Boundary Ave. SE 917-881-7319 Jan. 28, 2024 
Aiken, SC 2980 bluedogfarm@aol.com 

819 Azalea Place SE 
Aiken, SC 29801 

803-295-8570 Jan.28,2021 
corday2@gmail.com 

Staff: Mary Catherine Lawton 

Recommended By 

Kay Brohl 

Kay Brohl 

Lessie Price 

Lessie Price 

Ed Girardeau 

Ed Girardeau 

ick Osbon 

Gail Diggs 

Gail Diggs 

Ed Woltz 

Ed Woltz 

Andrea Gregory 

AGENDA ITEM #(1)

(1) Discussion of Appointments to Boards, Commissions, and Committees. Page 34 of 565



GENERAL AVIATION COMMISSION 
(Two Year Terms) 

(Meets 1st Tuesday Every Other Month at 5 P.M.) 

Douglas Kucyk (4) 
Home: 

Address 

229 Summer Winds Cir. 
Aiken, SC 29803 

oyal Robbins (3) Chair 
Home: 325 Bissell Road SW 

Aiken, SC 29801 

Telephone 
No. Term Expires 

586-214-6050 Set. 1, 2023 
dougkucyk@yahoo.com 

643-8441 
640-6004 

SeP.t. 1, 2023 

Business: zipper@zandbenterprises.com 

utch Roberson (NR) 
Home: 

Carolyne McPherson (4) 

1842 Banks Mill Road 
Aiken, SC 29803 

Home: 867 Steeplechase Road 
Aiken, SC 29803 

John E. Owen (6) 
Home: 

John Rush ( 4) 

614 Medin ah Drive 
Aiken, SC 29803 

Home: 223 Society Hill Drive 
Aiken, SC 29803 

Ansermo L. Arthur ( 4) 
Home: 25 Juniper Loop 
Office: 

Staff: Joy Lester 

803-215-5678 Se t. l, 2023 
butch@2sgtech.com 

3 l 2-339-9379 Sept. l , 2022 
Stillageekl@gmail.com 

644-9795 Sept. 1,2024 
292-0986 (c) 

n4 714n@gforcecable.com 

803-646-4693 Sept. 1, 2024 
john rush@comcast.net 

803-295-7406 Sept. 1, 2024 
803-641-4874 

darthurl62l@mac.com 

Recommended By 

Ed Girardeau 

Rick Osbon 

Ed Woltz 

Lessie Price 

Gail Diggs 

Andrea Gregory 

Kay Brohl 
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HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF AIKEN 
(Five Year Terms except for Exec. Dir.) 

(Meets 3rd Tuesday at 5 P.M.) 

Address 

Chanosha Lawton, Chief Exec. Officer (CEO) 
Business: Aiken Housing Authority 

100 Rogers Terrace 
Mailing: P. 0. Box 889 

Aiken, SC 29802 

Nathaniel Dicks (1) 
Home: 314 Jehossee Drive 

Aiken, SC 29801 
Business: Dicks Realty & Assoc. 

434 Jones A venue 

John J. Lamprecht (4) 
Home: 103 Sabra Avenue 

New Ellenton, SC 29809 

James Gallman (6) 
Home: 607 Oriole Street 

Aiken, SC 29803 

Telephone 
Number Term Expires 

649-6673 Indefinite 

649-4401 May 28, 2028 

645-2729 

803-720-1525 May 28, 2027 
john@conciergereservices.com 

642-2212 May 28, 2024 

(803) Teresa Callahan (2) 
Home: 622 Washington Circle NW 

Aiken, SC 29801 
474-4998 May 28, 2025 

Dr. Sean Alford (resigned) 
Business: 1000 Brookhaven Drive 

Aiken, SC 29803 

Kathryn Wade (3) 
Home: 

Nadira Gary (5) 
Resident Appointment 

1010 Hayne Ave. SW 
Aiken, SC 29801 

446 Greenwich Dr. 
Aiken, SC 29803 

761-2269 May 28, 2023 
641-2428 

salford@acpsd.net 

(803) 295-8585 May 28, 2024 
kathrynmichal63@gmail.com 

803-979-8177 Indefinite 
nadira543@gmail.com 

Recommended By 

Gail Diggs 

Ed Girardeau 

Lessie Price 

Andrea Gregory 

Ed Woltz 

Kay Brohl 

Rick Osbon 
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PLANNING COMMISSION 
(Two Year Terms) 

(Meets Tuesday after 2nd Monday at 6 P.M.) 

Telephone 
Address Number Term Expires 

Dr. Steven F. Simmons (1) 
Home: 60 Greystone Court 

Aiken, SC 29801 
803-552-2441 Dec. 1, 2023 

simrnonss72@yahoo.com 

Clayton Clarkson ( 4) 
Home: 

yan Reynolds (3) 
Home: 

Business: 

Peter Messina ( 4) 
Home: 

Jason Rabun (6) 
Home: 

Charles Matthews (NR) 
Home: 

Sam Erb (3) 
Home: 

Staff: Marya Moultrie 

125 Gatewood Drive 
Aiken, SC 29801 

3 Brookline Drive 
Aiken, SC 29803 
H.G. Reynolds Co. 

Dec.I , 2024 
clayton. w.clarkson@gmail.com 

439-6533 Dec. 1, 2022 
rreynolds@hgreynolds.net 
803-641-1401 ext. 220 

1005 Anderson Mill Road 201-400-3486 Dec. 1, 2024 
Aiken, SC 29803 peteramessina@gmail.com 

957 Oleander Dr. SE 292-1261 Dec. 1, 2023 
Aiken, SC 29801 J ason.rabun@gmail.com 

642-3991 Dec. 1, 2023 120 Rolling Rock Road 
Aiken, SC 29803 cyardpro@msn.com 

1556 Dibble Road 
Aiken, SC 29801 

270-6220 
same@atlanticbb.net 

Dec. 1, 2024 

Recommended By 

Gail Diggs 

Kay Brohl 

Ed Woltz 

Andrea Gregory 

Rick Osbon 

Lessie Price 

Ed Girardeau 
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RECREATION COMMISSION 
(Two Year Terms) 

(Meets 3rd Tuesday at 5:30 P.M.- Jan., Feb, Apr, May, Aug, Oct, Dec) 

Charles C. Cummings 
Home: 

Lori Comshaw (3) 
Home: 

Melissa Viola (3) 
Home: 

Business: 

Address 

170 Foxhaven Drive 
Aiken, SC 29803 

1106 Bellreive Drive 
Aiken, SC 29803 

705 Cardinal Drive 
Aiken, SC 29803 

Suzanne Haslup (6) Chair 
Home: 452 Kershaw Place SE 
Mailing: P.O. Box 967 

Aiken, SC 29802 

John Pettigrew (5) 
Home: 

Susan Schifer (5) 
Home: 

John L Wallace (NR) 
Home: 

Staff: Rasheka Gaines 
YOUTH MEMBERS: 

120 Basswood Drive 
Aiken, SC 29803 

118 Maple Circle 
Aiken, SC 29803 

131 Midway Circle 
Aiken, SC 29803 

Telephone 
No. Term Expires 

803-270-3985 (c) Se t. 1, 2023 
triplec5 l 4@gmail.com 

803-443-977 l Sept. 1, 2023 
lori@loricomshaw.com 

803-270-6952 Sept. 1, 2024 
melissamviola@gmail.com 

215-0153 
skoakwood@aol.com 

803-480-3900 Se t. 1, 2023 

rnikewbeckner@gmail.com 

803-439-4889 Sept. 1, 2022 
leeandsuz@gmail.co1!1_ 

803-979-0756 Se t. 1, 2023 
enterprises 1923@gmail.com 

Bailey Edwards 
Grey Larlee 

bedwards@meadhallschool.org 
larleeG2@student.acpsd.net 

706-830-7890 
803-349-5023 

Recommended By 

Gail Diggs 

Kay Broh 

Ed Girardeau 

Ed Woltz 

Rick Osbon 

Andrea Gregory 

Lessie Price 
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Aimee Hanna ( 6 ) 
Business: 

(Council on Aging) 

William Price (2) 
Home: 

(Education) 

Kathy Heath 
Home: 

(At Large) 

Laura Thomas (NR) 
Home: 

(At Large) 

Scott Truitt (3) 
Home: 

Margaret Kopp ( 4) 
Home 
(medical) 

Bonita Peele (1) 
Home 

Staff: Rasheka Gaines 

SENIOR COMMISSION 
(Two Year Terms) 

(Meets 8:00 A.M. Fourth Tuesday) 

Address 

159 Morgan St. NW 
Aiken, SC 29801 

1550 Redd Street NW 
Aiken, SC 29801 

144 Sweetbay Court 
Aiken, SC 29803 

1007 Wildwood Rd. 
Aiken, SC 29801 

54 7 Woods Bend Cir. 
Aiken, SC 29803 

208 Pinckney Place 
Aiken, SC 29803 

Telephone 
No. Term Expires 

803-998-9175 March 14, 2024 
ahanna@aikensenior.org 

648-3585 March 14, 2018 
wcarterprice(a),yahoo .com 

803-743-2207 March 14, 2025 

(803) 640-7099 March, 14, 2025 
lauraaikenproperties@gmail.com 

803-292-0681 March 14, 2024 
truitt.scott@yahoo.com 

803-593-5143 March 14, 2023 
aikeninfo@bentonhouse.com 

190 Bushwillow Circle 803-443-8860 March 14, 2024 
Aiken, SC 29801 soaringspirit. btp@gmail.com 

Recommended By 

Gail Diggs 

Rick Osbon 

Andrea Gregory 

Kay Brohl 

Ed Girardeau 

Ed Woltz 

Lessie Price 

AGENDA ITEM #(1)

(1) Discussion of Appointments to Boards, Commissions, and Committees. Page 39 of 565



THE CITY OF AIKEN 
 

Memorandum 
 
Date: 14 Aug 2023 
To: City Council 
From: Stuart T. Bedenbaugh, City Manager 
Subject: First Reading of an Ordinance to Approve a Concept Plan For Property 

Located on Neilson Street. 
 
  
James M. Bernstein, applicant, is requesting a Concept Plan approval for 5.91 acres of 
Planned Residential (PR) (TPN 122-13-02-017, 122-17-01-002, 122-17-01-020 and 122-
17-01-023).  The property is located on Neilson Street off Dougherty Road.  The 
applicant proposes a 60-unit multifamily development with three residential buildings 
and a club house.  For any development in the PR zone a concept plan must be reviewed 
by the Planning Commission and approved by City Council. 
  
The parcel is currently undeveloped with extensive tree coverage.  The developer is 
proposing a total of 60 multifamily rental units on 5.91 acres.  The units will be located in 
three three-story buildings, varying by length, but maintaining a consistent 30' height for 
the eave line.  The complex will have 6 one-bedroom, 24 two-bedroom, and 30 three-
bedroom units.  The three residential buildings will have brick and fiber cement lap 
siding.  The developer proposes a clubhouse and playground which would be located on 
the western side of the property near the future Bergamot Parkway extension.   
  
Multifamily projects in Planned Residential districts require 40% open space.  The 
development plan is proposing that 36% of the site remain undisturbed as open space, 
while other post-grading revegetated areas will provide almost 55% open space.  The 
Zoning Ordinance requires that at least half of the required open space be improved for 
passive or active recreational use.  Planned Residential buildings and site improvements 
should not be closer than 10 feet from the perimeter boundary, and adequate evergreen 
screening will be required along any boundary adjacent to property used or zoned for 
single-family detached use.  The development will need to comply with the Tree 
Preservation and Landscape requirements.  Sidewalks are shown throughout the 
development connecting to Neilson Street and the Pawnee/Neilson connector.  The 
Zoning Ordinance requires 1.5 parking spaces per unit or 90 parking spaces in total.  The 
developer proposes 99 parking spaces, including eight handicap accessible spaces.  The 
concept plan shows two ingress/egress, one on Neilson Street and the other will be 
connected to the future extension of Bergamot Parkway.  Planned Residential projects 
require that identification signs at development entrances be of monument type and no 
more than 32 square feet or 32 square feet total for a double sided sign and no more than 
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6 feet high.  The proposed development is not  expected to generate 100 or more trips 
during the peak hour of the traffic generator or the peak hour of the adjacent street traffic 
(7-9 AM or 4-6 PM), so a traffic study is not required. 
  
The Planning Commission reviewed the request for Concept Plan approval at their July 
11, 2023, meeting.  The Commission voted 4-1 to recommend approval for Concept Plan 
approval with the following conditions:  (Commissioner Erb recommended denial and 
Commissioners Clarkson and Matthews were absent). 
  

1. That the development complies with the open space requirements of the 
Zoning Ordinance. 
2. That the development complies with the buffer, tree preservation and 
landscape requirements. 
3. That the developer receive encroachment permit approval from the City of 
Aiken. 
4. That the applicant submits a revised concept plan listing the conditions of 
approval. 
5. That the applicant signs an agreement stating the conditions of approval 
within 180 days. 
6. That a traffic impact analysis is completed and approved by the City of 
Aiken Traffic Consultant, and any required improvements are installed. 
7. That the developer complete the road section of Bergamot Parkway SW to 
rural road standards as approved by the City of Aiken Engineering 
Department up to the secondary entrance. 
8. That both entrances have a divided median as required by our Land 
Development Regulations. 
9. That the sidewalks sections are removed that border the parking spaces 
along the southern border of the property. 
10. That a fence is added along the southern border of the property. 
11. That an additional eighteen parking spaces are added as long as the 
additions do not reduce the amount of required open space. 

  
  
Engineering and Utilities Director Mike Przybylowicz and I met with an adjoining 
property owner concerned about stormwater runoff impacting her property located south 
of this proposed project.  The City is coordinating with SCDOT and Aiken County to 
ensure existing stormwater infrastructure is appropriately maintained. 
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For Council consideration is first reading of an ordinance to approve the Concept Plan for 
5.91 acres located on Neilson Street with the conditions recommended by the Planning 
Commission. 
 
  

 
Stuart T. Bedenbaugh 
City Manager 
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ORDINANCE NO.      
 
AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE CONCEPT PLAN FOR PROPERTY LOCATED 
ON NEILSON STREET NEAR THE INTERSECTION WITH DOUGHERTY ROAD  
 
WHEREAS, Wellers Ridge SC, LLC is the owner of certain real estate located on 
Neilson Street near the intersection of Dougherty Road and has applied for the approval 
of a Concept Plan for the development of 5.91 acres. The proposed Concept Plan for 
this property is more particularly described in the City of Aiken Memorandum which is 
attached hereto as Exhibit “A” and incorporated herein by reference. The property is 
also known as Tax Map Parcel Numbers: 122-13-02-017, 122-17-01-002, 122-17-01-
020 and 122-17-01-023; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Aiken Planning Commission has reviewed the Applicant’s 
request and determined that the proposed Concept Plan is consistent with the 
Comprehensive Plan and is compatible with the zoning of other properties in the 
surrounding area. The Planning Commission voted 4-1 for the approval of the Concept 
Plan as shown in the attached Exhibit “A” subject to the satisfaction of the conditions set 
forth hereinbelow; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Aiken has concluded that the adoption of this 
Concept Plan is essential to the general health, safety, welfare and economic stability of 
the City and is in the best interest of its citizens; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AIKEN HEREBY ORDAINS 
THAT: 
 
Section 1:  The Concept Plan set forth in Exhibit “A” is approved subject to the property 
owner’s compliance with all of the following conditions:  
 

1. That the development complies with the open space requirements of the 
Zoning Ordinance. 
2. That the development complies with the buffer, tree preservation and 
landscape requirements. 
3. That the developer receive encroachment permit approval from the City of 
Aiken. 
4. That the applicant submits a revised concept plan listing the conditions of 
approval. 
5. That the applicant signs an agreement stating the conditions of approval 
within 180 days. 
6. That a traffic impact analysis is completed and approved by the City of 
Aiken Traffic Consultant, and any required improvements are installed. 
7. That the developer complete the road section of Bergamot Parkway SW to 
rural road standards as approved by the City of Aiken Engineering 
Department up to the secondary entrance. 
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8. That both entrances have a divided median as required by our Land 
Development Regulations. 
9. That the sidewalks sections are removed that border the parking spaces 
along the southern border of the property. 
10. That a fence is added along the southern border of the property. 
11. That an additional eighteen parking spaces are added as long as the 
additions do not reduce the amount of required open space. 
 

Section 2:  All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with the provisions of this 
ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent necessary to give the provisions of this 
ordinance its full force and effect. 
 
Section 3: This ordinance shall become effective upon adoption by the Council of the 
City of Aiken. 
 
ADOPTED by the Council of the City of Aiken at regular meeting held this    day 
of    , 2023, at which a quorum was present and voting. 
 
 
INTRODUCTION AND FIRST READING:  August 14, 2023   
 
SECOND READING AND ADOPTION:         
 
 
 
 
       ___________________________ 
       MAYOR 
 
 
APPROVED:      ATTEST: 
 
___________________________        
CITY ATTORNEY     CITY CLERK  
 
 
 
 
I:\Ordinances\Concept Plan - Neilson St. - Apartments 2023-08-14.doc 
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laCity of

alKen
PLANNING

MEMORANDUM

To City Council
From Ryan Reynolds Chairman g

Planning Commission
Date July 12 2023
Re Application 23 22007 Concept Plan Approval

Tax Parcel 122 13 02 017 122 17 01 002 122 17 01 020 122 17 01 023

Applicant James M Bernstein

Owner Wellers Ridge SC LLC

Location Neilson Street

Size 5 91 acres

Zoning Planned Residential PR

At its regular meeting on July 11 2023 the Planning Commission considered a request for Concept Plan
approval for 5 91 acres located offNeilson Street

Background
The applicant is requesting a concept plan approval for property zoned Planned Residential PR The

applicant proposes a 60 unit multifamily development with three residential buildings and a club house

Planned Residential Zoning
For any development in the PR zone a concept plan must be reviewed by the Planning Commission and
approved by City Council As stated in Section 4 2 6 B 4 of the Zoning Ordinance Council has complete
discretion over the concept plan

Each concept plan is subject to detailed review by City Council and there shall be no entitlement to either
the minimum permitted density or minimum required open space City Council may require additional
special conditions to ensure compatibility with surrounding development preservation of natural or historic
features provision of adequate infrastructure and creativity of design Where a use permitted in a PR
project is considered a conditional or special use City Council shall consider the specific standards in Chapter
3 Article 3

Current Land Use

The parcel is currently undeveloped with extensive tree coverage

Surrounding Zoning and Land Use
To the north is an incorporated property with The Mark at Woodford apartment complex zoned Planned
Residential PR
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Memo to City Council
Welters RidgeOffNeilson Street
Concept Plan Approval Request
Application 423 22007
July 12 2023
Page 2

To the south along Dougherty Street are several unincorporated properties with commercial
manufactured home and medical office uses zoned Urban Development UD as well as an incorporated

parcel with Planned Residential PR zoning
To the west across Neilson Street is an unincorporated single family residential property zoned Urban
Development UD

To the east across the City owned right of way forthe future Bergamot Parkway extension is the
Palmetto Crossing apartment complex zoned Planned Residential PR

Overview of Proposed Development and Staff Comments
A concept site plan and building elevations of the multifamily units and the clubhouse have been included
in this agenda packet

Multifamily Units
The developer is proposing a total of 60 multifamily rental units on 5 91 acres The units will be located in
three three story buildings varying by length but maintaining a consistent 30 height for the eave line The
complex will have 6 one bedroom 24two bedroom and 30 three bedroom units

Architectural Materials

The three residential buildings will have brick and fiber cement lap siding The latter material will be
primary on the clubhouse structure

Amenities

The developer proposes a clubhouse and playground which would be located on the western side of the
property near the future Bergamot Parkway extension

Open Space

Multifamily projects in Planned Residential districts require 40 open space Although not specifically
denoted the development plan is proposing that 36 of the site remain undisturbed as open space while
other post grading revegetated areas will provide almost 55 total open space The Zoning Ordinance also
requires that at least half of the required open space be improved for passive or active recreational use It
appears that additional recreational improvement e g walking trails will be needed in addition to the
clubhouse and playground to meet the requirement A condition of approval could be that the

development comply with the recreational space requirement

Tree Preservation and Buffers

Planned Residential buildings and site improvements should not be any closer than 10 feet from the
perimeter boundary and adequate evergreen screening will be required along any boundary adjacent to
property used or zoned for single family detached use The proposed solid waste receptacle is shown on
the concept plan as encroaching into the required southern property line buffer The plans do not show
the required hedge screening along the street rights of way the northern and southern property lines and
around the detention pond
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Memo to City Council
Wellers RidgeOff Neilson Street
Concept Plan Approval Request

Application 23 22007

July 12 2023
Page 3

Additionally the development will need to comply with the Tree Preservation and Landscape
requirements The plans do not indicate the required tree plantings around the perimeter of the property
or parking lot islands at the end of parking rows A condition of approval could be that no structure or
improvement encroach within the 10 foot perimeter buffer and that the development comply with all tree
preservation and landscape requirements

Sidewalks

Sidewalks are shown throughout the development connecting to Neilson Street and the Pawnee Neilson
connector

Parking
The City of Aiken Zoning Ordinance requires 1 5 parking spaces per unit or 90 parking spaces in total The
developer proposes 99 parking spaces including eight handicap accessible spaces

Access Management

The concept plan shows two ingress egress points one on Neilson Street and the other will be connected
to the future extension of Bergamot Parkway Encroachment permits will be required from the City of
Aiken A condition of approval could be that the developer receive encroachment permit approval from
the City of Aiken

Signage

Planned Residential projects require that identification signs at development entrances be of monument
type The monument signs should be no more than 32 square feet or 32 square feet total for a double

sided sign and should be no more than 6 feet high The concept plan indicates the location of a monument
sign on the south side of the Neilson Street entrance

Traffic Study
The Traffic Management Ordinance requires a Traffic Impact Analysis when the proposed development is
projected to generate 100 or more trips during the peak hour of the traffic generator or the peak hour of
the adjacent street traffic 7 9 AM or4 6 PM The proposed development is not expected to generate that
amount of traffic so a traffic study is not required

Compliance with Planned Residential Zone Criteria

A project in the PR zone must meet the following criteria set forth at Section 4 2 6 G to the maximum
extent feasible

1 An arrangement of proposed uses on the site that properly considers significant natural features and
drainage patterns roadway access and surrounding land uses The concept plan appears to address
these issues by providing two eventual ingress egress points and significant green space

2 Clustering of development sites so as to preserve natural or historic features and provide usable
common open space The concept plan appears to address these issues However additional passive
recreational opportunities could be provided by walking trails in the open space areas
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Memo to City Council
Welters RidgeOff Neilson Street
Concept Plan Approval Request

Application 423 22007
July 12 2023
Page 4

3 Design and sizing of streets drainage and utility systems to accommodate the overall service demand
of the Planned Residential project The concept plan appears to address these issues The drainage and
utilities systems will be reviewed once the site and landscape plans are submitted

4 Design ofbuildings and structures that is appropriate and compatible with surrounding development
The concept plan appears to adequately address this standard through the chosen architectural
materials and a neutral color palette

Recommendation

The Planning Commission voted 4 1 to recommend approval of this application for Concept Plan approval
with the following conditions NOTE Commissioner Erb recommended denial and Commissioners
Clarkson and Matthews were absent

1 That the development complies with the open space requirements of the Zoning Ordinance
2 that the development complies with the buffer tree preservation and landscape requirements
3 that the developer receive encroachment permit approval from the City of Aiken
4 that the applicant submits a revised concept plan listing the conditions of approval
5 that the applicant signs an agreement stating the conditions of approval within 180 days
6 that a traffic impact analysis is completed and approved by the City of Aiken Traffic Consultant and any

required improvements are installed

7 that the developer complete the road section of Bergamot Parkway SW to rural road standards as
approved by the City ofAiken Engineering Department up to the secondary entrance

8 that the both entrances have a divided median as required by our Land Development Regulations
9 that the sidewalks sections are removed that border the parking spaces along the southern border of the

property

10 that a fence is added along the southern border of the property and
11 that an additional eighteen parking spaces are added as long as the additions do not reduce the amount

of required open space

cc James M Bernstein

Wellers Ridge SC LLC

I Planning Commission Memos to City Council 2023 2023 07 11 Nielson Wellers Ridge doc
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Petition

I am the legal property owner or his agent or the contract purchaser with written permission from

the property owner of a tract of land designated as address 918 Dougherty Rd
Tax Parcel 122 13 02 017 122 17 01 002 003 020

The lot is presently zoned PR

Is this property subject to a recorded restrictive covenant that would prohibit orrestrict the
activity proposed in the application Yes x No If yes attach a certified copy of the
restrictive covenants

Enclosed is an accurate plat of the property showing required information

71 6 7 2023

pplicant s signa re Date

James M Bernstein

Applicant s name and interest if other than property owner please print

Signature of property owner ifother than applicant Date

Wellers Ridge SC LLC
Owner s name as it appears on the deed

8 07 f c
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THE CITY OF AIKEN 
 

Memorandum 
 
Date: 14 Aug 2023 
To: City Council 
From: Stuart T. Bedenbaugh, City Manager 
Subject: First Reading of an Ordinance to Rezone Aiken County Board of Education 

Property on Explorer Trail from Residential Single-Family (RS-10) to 
Planned Institutional (PI) and Approve a Concept Plan. 

 
  
King Laurence, on behalf of the Aiken County Board of Education, owner, is requesting 
rezoning and concept plan approval.  The request for rezoning is from Residential Single-
Family (RS-10) to Planned Institutional (PI) and approval of a concept plan for the 
purpose of allowing the development of a regional bus parking facility, detention pond 
and play field at Aiken Intermediate School.   The additional parking lot will consist of 
77 bus parking spaces, while two other nearby smaller lots will consist of 34 and 33 
additional bus spaces, respectively.  Typically, some bus parking would be considered as 
accessory to the schools and would only require Staff administrative approval.  However, 
the proposed bus parking lot is a regional facility, serving far more than the needs of the 
two schools.  Therefore, it is deemed a separate principal use, which is not one allowed in 
a single-family residential zone, thus, requiring the requested rezoning to PI (Planned 
Institutional).  Other proposed site improvements consist of a detention pond and play 
field. 
  
The Planned Institutional (PI) zone provides locations for schools, churches, and some 
other institutional uses in locations, which may affect residential or other more restrictive 
zones or less intense uses.  The zoning requires a concept plan approved by City Council 
after Planning Commission review, which may address site layout, building design, tree 
protection and buffers, and other issues to assure compatibility with surrounding uses. 
  
Currently, the property is developed with the Aiken Intermediate School and the North 
Aiken Elementary School.  The bus parking site is currently a grassed field.  The new 
playfield will be located in a wooded area to the north and east of the school buildings. 
  
For any development in the PI zone, a concept plan must be reviewed by the Planning 
Commission and approved by City Council.   
  
The concept plan appears to address issues by providing extensive stormwater 
management and vehicle access improvements.  At the closest point, the bus parking area 
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will be about 260' from the nearest house, and the play field will be an estimated 500'.   
The property is served by two private drives.  The concept plan shows on-site driveway 
improvements to provide one-way ingress and egress for the main bus parking area.  The 
concept plan shows a large detention pond to manage the anticipated additional storm 
water runoff from the bus parking area.  The concept plan will have to comply with the 
open space percentage which is a minimum of 25% of any tract of 5 acres or more.  The 
site is served with City water and sewer, and has adequate road access.   
  
The Planning Commission reviewed the request and voted 5-0 to recommend approval of 
the rezoning request with no conditions.  (Commissioners Clarkson and Matthews were 
not present.)   
  
The Planning Commission voted 5-0 to recommend approval of the concept plan with the 
following conditions: 
  
  

1. That the development complies with the open space requirements of the Zoning 
Ordinance; 

2. That the development complies with the City of Aiken Tree Preservation, buffer, 
and landscape requirements; 

3. That the applicant submits a revised concept plan listing the conditions of 
approval; and 

4. That the applicant signs an agreement stating the conditions of approval within 
180 days. 

  
For City Council approval on first reading is an ordinance to approve the rezoning of 60 
acres of property owned by the Aiken County Board of Education on 100 Explorer Trail 
from Single-Family Residential (RS-10) to Planned Institutional (PI) and approve a 
concept plan with the conditions recommended by the Planning Commission. 
  
  

 
Stuart T. Bedenbaugh 
City Manager 
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ORDINANCE NO.      

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ZONING OF REAL ESTATE OWNED BY 
AIKEN COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION FROM RESIDENTIAL SINGLE-
FAMILY (RS-10) TO  PLANNED INSTITUTIONAL (PI) AND TO APPROVE A 
CONCEPT PLAN. 
 
WHEREAS, the real estate located at 100 Explorer Trail is owned by Aiken 
County Board of Education and is more particularly described in the City of Aiken 
Memorandum and attached documents which are attached hereto and 
incorporated herein by reference as Exhibit “A.”  This property is presently zoned 
Residential Single-Family (RS-10) and is also identified as Tax Parcel # 120-12-
05-003; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Applicant desires to rezone this property to Planned Institutional 
(PI) and seeks approval of a concept plan for the purpose of allowing the 
development of a regional bus parking facility, detention pond and play field; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Aiken Planning Commission has reviewed this request 
and determined that the requested zoning is consistent with the Comprehensive 
Plan and is compatible with the zoning of other properties in the surrounding 
area. The Planning Commission has unanimously recommended the rezoning of 
this property as shown on the attached Exhibit “A” to Planned Residential (PR) 
and the approval of the proposed concept plan subject to the conditions set forth 
below; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Aiken has concluded that the adoption of 
the proposed amendment to the Zoning Ordinance and the approval of the 
concept plan is essential to the general health, safety, welfare and economic 
stability of the City and is in the best interest of its citizens. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AIKEN HEREBY 
ORDAINS THAT: 
 
Section 1:  The property shown in Exhibit “A” is rezoned from Residential Single-
Family (RS-10) to Planned Institutional (PI) with no conditions.  
 
Section 2: The concept plan for this property is approved subject to the 
satisfaction of the following conditions: 
 

1) That the development complies with the open space requirements of 
the Zoning Ordinance. 
2)      That the development complies with the City of Aiken tree 
preservation, buffer, and landscape requirements. 
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3)      That the applicant submits a revised concept plan listing the 
conditions of approval. 
4)      That the applicant signs an agreement stating the conditions of 
approval within 180 days. 

 
Section 3:  The Comprehensive Zoning Map, the Comprehensive Plan, and all 
other relevant plans and maps of the City of Aiken are hereby adjusted 
accordingly as set forth in Exhibit “A.” 
 
Section 4:  All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with the provisions of 
this ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent necessary to give the provisions 
of this ordinance full force and effect. 
 
Section 5: This ordinance shall become effective upon adoption by the Council of 
the City of Aiken. 
 
ADOPTED by the Council of the City of Aiken at regular meeting held this    
day of     2023, at which a quorum was present and voting. 
 
 
INTRODUCTION AND FIRST READING:  August 14, 2023   
 
SECOND READING AND ADOPTION:         
 
 
 
       __________________________ 
       MAYOR 
 
 
APPROVED:      ATTEST: 
 
__________________________         
CITY ATTORNEY     CITY CLERK 
 
 
 
I:\Ordinances\Aiken County Board of Education-Explorer Trail - Rezone & Concept Plan Approval 2023-08-14.doc 
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City of

aiwn
PLANNING

MEMORANDUM

To City Council
From Ryan Reynolds Chairman Qr

Planning Commission
Date July 12 2023
Re Applications 23 60009 Rezoning and 23 23005 Concept Plan

Tax Parcel 120 12 05 003

Applicant King Laurence Superintendent
Owner Aiken County Board of Education
Location 100 Explorer Trail

Size 60 0 acres

Zoning Planned Institutional PI

At its regular meeting on July 11 2023 the Planning Commission considered a request for
Rezoning and Concept Plan approval forthe addition of a bus parking lot at Aiken Intermediate
School

Background

The applicant is requesting a rezoning from Single Family Residential RS 10 to Planned
Institutional PI and the approval of the Concept Plan for the addition of a bus parking lot at
Aiken Intermediate School The additional parking lot will consist of 77 bus parking spaces
while two other nearby smaller lots will consist of 34 and 33 additional bus spaces respectively
Typically some bus parking would be considered as accessory to the schools and would only
require Staff administrative approval However the proposed bus parking lot in this matter is a
regional facility serving far more than the needs of the two schools Therefore it is deemed a
separate principal use which is not one allowed in a single family residential zone thus
requiring the requested rezoning to PI Planned Institutional Other proposed site
improvements consist of a detention pond and play field

Planned Institutional Zoning
The Planned Institutional PI zone provides locations for schools churches and some other
institutional uses in locations which may affect residential or other more restrictive zones or
less intense uses The District requires a concept plan approved by City Council after Planning
Commission review which may address site layout building design tree protection and buffers
and other issues to assure compatibility with surrounding uses
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Memo to City Council
Aiken Intermediate School
Rezone 1123 60009 Concept Plan 23 23005

April 12 2023
Page 2

Current Land Use

The subject property is developed with the Aiken Intermediate School and the North Aiken
Elementary School The bus parking site is currently a grassed field while the new playfield will
be located in a wooded area to the north and east of the school buildings

Surrounding Zoning and Land Use
To the west and north is the incorporated single family residential subdivision of Crosland
Park zoned RS 10 and unincorporated single family residences along Osbon Road zoned
Rural Development RUD

To the east fronting Wire Road are several unincorporated properties of rural residential
and commercial character zoned Rural Development RUD

To the south are two incorporated parcels zoned Planned Residential PR the closest of
which is undeveloped while the other fronting Wire Road is developed with the Meadow
Brook Acres apartment complex

Compliance with Planned Institutional Provisions

For any development in the PI zone a concept plan must be reviewed by the Planning
Commission and approved by City Council A concept site plan of the bus parking lot play field
and other site improvements has been included in this application As stated in Section 4 3 9 of

the Zoning Ordinance Council has complete discretion over the concept plan

Each concept plan is subject to detailed reviewby City Council and there shall be no entitlement
to either the intensity of uses density or minimum required open space City Council may
require additional special conditions to ensure compatibility with surrounding development
preservation of natural orhistoricfeatures provision of adequate infrastructure and creativity
ofdesign

1 The proposed arrangement of uses on the site properly considers significant natural
features and drainage patterns roadway access and surrounding land uses The concept
plan appears to address these issues by providing extensive stormwater management and
vehicle access improvements At its closest point the bus parking area will be about 260
from the nearest house and the play field will be an estimated 500

2 A completely interconnected circulation system integrated with surrounding access and
circulation patterns is provided The subject property is served by two private drives The
concept plan shows on site driveway improvements to provide one way ingress and egress
for the main bus parking area

3 Circulation patterns should be designed to minimize conflicts between pedestrian

vehicular and service traffic Clarification of how the bus parking ingress drive will intersect
with the driver parking egress will be needed on the site plan when submitted for permit

4 Streets drainage and utility systems should be designed to accommodate the overall
service demand of the PI While no additional demand will be placed on utility systems the
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Memo to City Council
Aiken Intermediate School

Rezone 23 60009 Concept Plan 23 23005
April 12 2023

Page 3

concept plan shows a large detention pond to manage theanticipated additional storm
water runoff from the bus parking area

5 A minimum of 25 percent of any tract or parcel of five acres or more to be developed shall
be open space not covered by buildings or pavement of any type The concept plan does
not denote the post construction open space percentage but compliance seems likely due
to the undisturbed northeast and western side areas A condition of approval could be that

the required 25 open space be confirmed prior to permit

6 Landscaped buffers adjacent to any property zoned or used residentiallyshall be provided
in accordance with 4 6 7 E The concept plan does not denote the required landscaped
buffers however it appears that a minimum 10 landscaped buffer currently runs along the
entire perimeter of the subject property and none of the proposed improvements will
encroach into such areas

Staff Comments

Section 6 2 14 E of the Zoning Ordinance lists the review criteria for a rezone application

1 Consistency with the Comprehensive Plan
The Comprehensive Plan indicates the appropriate land use of the subject property to be
Public Institutional

2 Compatibility with the zoning conforming uses of nearby property and character of the
surrounding area

The subject property in particular the proposed bus parking area and play field are
primarily bordered by single family residences in the incorporated Crosland Park subdivision
and along the unincorporated Osbon Road The adjacent incorporated areas are zoned RS
10 Single Family Residential and PR Planned Residential She abutting unincorporated
areas are zoned RUD Rural Development

3 Suitability of the subject property for uses permitted by the existing zoning
The subject property is currently zoned Single Family Residential RS 10 and is occupied by
two public schools As stated above typically some bus parking would be considered as
accessory to the schools and would only require Staffadministrative approval However
the proposed bus parking lot in this matter is a regional facility serving far more than the
needs of the two schools Therefore it is deemed a separate principal use which is not one
allowed in a single family residential zone thus requiring the requested rezoning to PI
Planned Institutional

4 Suitability of the subiect property for uses permitted by the proposed zoning
According to Section 2 4 6 of the Zoning Ordinance the proposed Planned Institutional PI
zoning is appropriate for schools in locations which may affect residential or less intense
uses Furthermore the City Council may address site layout building design tree
protection and buffers and other issues to assure compatibility with surrounding uses
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Memo to City Council
Aiken IntermediateSchool

Rezone 23 60009 Concept Plan 23 23005

April 12 2023

Page 4

5 The need for additional property with the proposed zoning classification within the City
limits

Although the property is zoned Single Family Residential RS 10 the property is already
considered an institutional use which is supported for the subject property by the
Comprehensive Plan

6 Availability of sanitary sewer water stormwater and transportation facilities
The site is served with City water and sewer and has adequate road access

Landscape and Tree Preservation Plan

The landscape and tree preservation plan will be reviewed once the site and landscape plans
are submitted

Signage

Signage in the current RS 10 zoning district is limited to monument signs of 24 sf in area and 8
ft in height PI zone signs are also limited to similar size monument signs

Recommendation

Rezoning
The Planning Commission voted 5 0 to recommend approval of this rezoning request with no
conditions Commissioner Clarkson and Commissioner Matthews were not present

Concept Plan
The Planning Commission voted 5 0 to recommend approval of this concept plan request with
the following conditions Commissioner Clarkson and Commissioner Matthews were not
present

1 That the development complies with the open space requirements of the Zoning Ordinance
2 that the development complies with the City of Aiken Tree Preservation buffer and

landscape requirements

3 that the applicant submits a revised concept plan listing the conditions ofapproval
and

4 that the applicant signs an agreement stating the conditions of approval within 180 days

cc King Laurence Superintendent
Aiken County Board of Education

I Planning Commission Memos to City Council 2023 2023 07 11 Aiken Intermediate School 100 Explorer Trail doc
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Petition

I am the legal property owner or his agent or the contract purchaser with written permission from

the property owner of a tract of land designated as address 100 Explorer Trail
Tax Parcel 120 12 05 003

The lot is presently zoned p1

Is this property subject to a recorded restrictive covenant that would prohibit or restrict the
activity proposed in the application Yes XNo Ifyes attach a certified copy of the
restrictive covenants

Enclosed is an accurate plat of the property showing required information

teig713
Applica s signature Date

King Laurence Superintendent
Applicant s name and hit est ifother than property owner please print

411 9l d
Signature of roperty owner applicant Date

Aiken County Board ofEducation
Owner s name as it appears on the deed

AC
Dr C if urphyy ii affcer Operations

Cameron Nuessl Board Chairman

8 07 fc
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THE CITY OF AIKEN 
 

Memorandum 
 
Date: 14 Aug 2023 
To: City Council 
From: Stuart T. Bedenbaugh, City Manager 
Subject: First Reading of an Ordinance Approving Updates to the Comprehensive 

Land Use and Transportation Plan. 
 
At their June 12 and July 10, 2023, work sessions, Council reviewed and had an 
opportunity to provide feedback on the City’s updated Comprehensive Land Use and 

Transportation Plan. Planning Director Marya Moultrie gave a presentation to Council on 
June 12, 2023 highlighting the updated plan. 
  
South Carolina law requires all jurisdictions with a Zoning Ordinance to have a 
Comprehensive Land Use and Transportation Plan update every ten years with a 
reevaluation every five years. The primary changes in this 2023 Comprehensive plan 
include updated census data, additional land use transition and character areas, and 
updated Long Range Transportation Plan information. Additionally, a Resiliency element 
has been added to the plan as a recent requirement from the State of South Carolina. 
  
A full update to the City’s Comprehensive Land Use and Transportation Plan will be 

completed in 2027. 
  
Planning Commission voted 6-0 (Commissioner Clarkson not present) to recommend 
approval of the updated Comprehensive Plan at their May 9, 2023 meeting. 
  
For Council consideration is first reading of an ordinance approving updates to the 
Comprehensive Land Use and Transportation Plan. 
  

 
Stuart T. Bedenbaugh 
City Manager 
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ORDINANCE NO.      
      
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CITY OF AIKEN COMPREHENSIVE LAND 
USE AND TRANSPORTATION PLAN. 
 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Aiken adopted the original Comprehensive Land Use and 
Transportation Plan by Ordinance Number 120897; and 
 
WHEREAS, Section 6-29-510(E) of the Code of Laws of South Carolina, 1976 as 
amended, states the “the comprehensive plan, including all elements of it, must 
be updated at least every ten years;” and 
 
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has promulgated the revised 
Comprehensive Land Use and Transportation Plan, a copy of which is attached 
hereto as Exhibit “A” and incorporated herein by reference and recommends the 
adoption of this plan by City Council; and 
  
WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Aiken has concluded that the adoption of 
the proposed amended Comprehensive Land Use and Transportation Plan is 
essential to the general health, safety, welfare and economic stability of the City 
and is in the best interest of its citizens; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AIKEN HEREBY 
ORDAINS THAT: 
 
Section 1: The Comprehensive Land Use and Transportation Plan shown in 
Exhibit “A” which is attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference is 
hereby adopted.   
 
Section 2: All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with the provisions of 
this ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent necessary to give the provisions 
of this ordinance full force and effect. 
 
Section 3: In the event that any provision of this Ordinance, or any part thereof, 
or any application thereof to any person or circumstance, is for any reason held 
to be unconstitutional or otherwise invalid or ineffective by any court of 
competent jurisdiction on its face or as applied, such holding shall not affect the 
validity or effectiveness or any of the remaining provisions of this Ordinance, or 
any part thereof, or any application thereof to any person or circumstance or of 
said provision as applied to any other person or circumstance.  It is hereby 
declared to be the legislative intent of the City that this Ordinance would have 
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been adopted had such unconstitutional, invalid, or ineffective provisions not 
been included herein. 
 
Section 4:  This ordinance shall be effective upon adoption by the Council of the 
City of Aiken. 
 
ADOPTED by the Council of the City of Aiken at regular meeting held this     
day of     August , 2023, at which a quorum was present and voting. 
 
 
INTRODUCTION AND FIRST READING:   August 14, 2023   
 
 
SECOND READING AND ADOPTION:            
 
 
 
      _________________________ 
      MAYOR 
 
 
APPROVED:     ATTEST: 
 
 
____________________________ _________________________ 
CITY ATTORNEY    CITY CLERK 
 
 
I:\Ordinances\Comprehensive Plan Update 2023-08-14.doc 
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To: City Council 
From: Ryan Reynolds, Chairman 

Planning Commission 
Date: May 10, 2023 

PLANNING 

MEMORANDUM 

Re: Comprehensive Land Use and Transportation Plan Update 

At its regular meeting on May 9, 2023, the Planning Commission considered the DRAFT 
Compehensive Plan Update. 

Background 

As required by State law, the Planning Department has undertaken the five year update to the 
2017 Comprehensive Land Use and Transportation Plan . The primary changes can be seen in 
the updated census data, additional land use transition and character areas, and updated Long 
Range Transportation Plan information. A new required Resiliency element has also been added 
to t he updated plan. A full, and more extensive update, will be completed in 2027. 

Recommendation 

The Planning Commission voted 6-0 {Commissioner Clarkson not present) to recommend 
approval of this DRAFT Comprehensive Plan Update with no additions. 
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CITY OF AIKEN |  SOUTH CAROLINA

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

ADOPTED AUGUST 14, 2017
UPDATED JUNE 12, 2023
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COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
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INTRODUCTION

2020 CITY OF AIKEN COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE  

PURPOSE OF THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
The City of Aiken’s Comprehensive Plan serves as the foundational document that guides all aspects of 

the ongoing growth and development of the city. The purpose of developing a Comprehensive Plan is to 

provide long-range strategic direction to the city’s governing body, appointed boards, and administrative 

staff as they develop and implement projects, programs and policies that affect the city, its residents, 

businesses and community organizations.  As a “living document” the Comprehensive Plan is intended 

to be updated on a regular basis, with planning periods typically covering a 10 year planning horizon in 

order to both ensure ongoing relevancy as well as to comply with statutory mandates for a full update 

of the plan every 10 years. At the 5 year point following the adoption of the plan, the city is also required 

by statute to perform a full review of the plan. The mandated reviews and updates help to ensure the 

relevancy of the information and guidance that the plan provides to the city, ensuring the plan’s ongoing 

relevance to the community. 

LEGAL AUTHORITY
In South Carolina, local government planning is guided by Chapter 29 of Title 6 of the South Carolina 

Code of Laws, also known as the South Carolina Local Government Comprehensive Planning Enabling 

Act. While not a legally binding “ordinance” in the degree of authority conferred by the adopted plan, it 

does, perhaps most notably, inform land use and development ordinances, particularly as the Planning 

Commission and City Council carry out their duties in guiding and facilitating the growth of the city. 

PLAN ORGANIZATION
In addition to conferring the authority to prepare comprehensive plans, the enabling act also mandates 

the inclusion of certain elements in each local government’s comprehensive plan. The required elements 

are as follows:

1. Population Element which considers historic trends and projections, household numbers and sizes, educational 

levels, and income characteristics;

2. Economic Development Element which considers labor force and labor force characteristics, employment 

by place of work and residence, and analysis of the economic base;

3. Natural Resources Element which considers coastal resources, slope characteristics, prime agricultural and 

forest land, plant and animal habitats, parks and recreation areas, scenic views and sites, wetlands, and soil 

types. 
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4. Cultural Resources Element which considers historic buildings and structures, commercial districts, residential 

districts, unique, natural, or scenic resources, archaeological, and other cultural resources. 

5. Community Facilities Element which considers water supply, treatment, and distribution; sewage system and 

wastewater treatment; solid waste collection and disposal, fire protection, emergency medical services, and 

general government facilities; education facilities; and libraries and other cultural facilities;

6. Housing Element considers location, types, age, and condition of housing, owner and renter occupancy, 

and affordability of housing. 

7. Land Use Element which considers existing and future land use by categories, including residential, 

commercial, industrial, agricultural, forestry, mining, public and quasi-public, recreation, parks, open space, 

and vacant or undeveloped;

8. Transportation Element that considers transportation facilities, including major road improvements, new road 

construction, transit projects, pedestrian and bicycle projects, and other elements of a transportation network.

9. Priority Investment Element that analyzes the likely federal, state, and local funds available for public 

infrastructure and facilities during the next ten years, and recommends the projects for expenditure of those 

funds during the next ten years for needed public infrastructure and facilities such as water, sewer, roads, and 

schools.

10. Resiliency Element which considers natural hazards and their impact on the community.

THE PLANNING PROCESS
The following is a brief overview of the process that the Planning Commission and their consulting team 

utilized during the preparation of the Comprehensive Plan, which was developed during the period 

beginning March 2016 and ending October 2016 and updated between Fall of 2022 and Spring of 2023. 

PROJECT INITIATION AND SCOPING MEETINGS
During the initial phase of the project, the Planning Commission met several times to establish the framework 

for the planning process, stakeholder interviews and public engagement  The primary items covered 

during the first several meetings included defining the planning area, discussing previously adopted plans, 

and identifying the key issues facing the city. The consulting team worked with the Planning Commission 

to establish a process that both met the city’s desire to include public input into the process while also 

achieving the goal of having a plan that was ready to adopt by the target date of January 2017.
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STAKEHOLDER / FOCUS GROUP INTERVIEWS
As part of the plan update process, the consulting team began developing its understanding and the 

issues facing it through stakeholder interviews and focus groups to receive guidance and feedback on 

the topics covered by the plan.  The stakeholder groups included over 40 people representing community 

experts and leaders in:

1
PROJECT INITIATION AND 

SCOPING MEETINGS

2

STAKEHOLDER / FOCUS 

GROUP INTERVIEWS

3
INITIAL PUBLIC 
INPUT  MEETINGS

4

PLAN ELEMENT 

REVIEW MEETINGS 

5
DRAFTING  

OF THE PLAN

6

DRAFT PLAN 

PUBLIC INPUT 

MEETINGS

7
PLAN ADOPTION 

PROCESS

▼ FIGURE 1.1  PLAN DEVELOPMENT PROCESS

• Land Use 

• Public Safety/Emergency Services

• Health Care

• Public Services/Utilities

• Public Schools

• Transportation

• Downtown

• Historic Preservation & Cultural Resources

• Community Development / Housing Agencies

• Economic Development

• Parks & Recreation

• Real Estate/ Developers

• Churches / Non-Profits

• City Administration

• City Elected / Appointed Officials

• Major Employers / Industries

• Neighborhood Associations

• Environment / Natural Resources

During fiscal year 2022, the City of Aiken Planning Department undertook the mandated 5-year update 

process for the most recent Comprehensive Plan, adopted in 2017. Througout the year, Planning  

Department staff engaged various stakeholders and residents from througout the City who represented 

the numerous neighborhoods and interests within the City including the equestiran community, the 
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COMPREHENSIVE PLAN PROCESS DATE

PLANNING COMMISSION KICK-OFF MARCH 3, 2016

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING (DISCUSS STAKEHOLDER AND PUBLIC INPUT) MARCH 15

STAKEHOLDER INTERVIEWS APRIL 13 - 14

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING (STAKEHOLDER INPUT AND PUBLIC OUTREACH) MAY 10

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING (COMMUNITY ASSESSMENT AND FINALIZE SCOPE) JUNE 7

PUBLIC INPUT WORKSHOPS JULY 21 + 26

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING (POPULATION + HOUSING) AUGUST 16

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING (ECONOMIC DEV. + CULTURAL RESOURCES) AUGUST 30

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING (NATURAL RESOURCES + COMMUNITY FACILITIES) SEPTEMBER 8

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING (TRANSPORTATION + LAND USE) SEPTEMBER 30

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING (VISION AND GUIDING PRINCIPLES) OCTOBER 13

PUBLIC DRAFT PLAN MEETINGS (O’DELL WEEKS CENTER AND MUNICIPAL BUILDING) OCTOBER 20

PRESENT DRAFT PLAN TO PLANNING COMMISSION NOVEMBER 15

PRESENT DRAFT PLAN TO CITY COUNCIL JANUARY 23, 2017

CITY COUNCIL FIRST READING JULY 10, 2017

CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARING AND ADOPTION AUGUST 14, 2017

PUBLIC INPUT MEETINGS

▼ FIGURE 1.2  COMPREHENSIVE PLAN SCHEDULE

Public input meetings were held during two successive weeks in late July to gain 

insight into the issues that matter most to the residents of Aiken.  The meetings 

were held at USC Aiken and the Municipal Building on July  21st  and at the 

Clyburn Center and the Municipal Building on July 26th. The meetings utilized 

a “drop-in” format, with boards displaying key information related to each of 

the elements of the Comprehensive Plan available for review by attendees. A 

brief survey containing open ended questions, was available at the meetings, 

as well as electronically through the project website, for residents who did not 

have an opportunity to attend. In total, over 80 people attended the meetings, 

and submitted 20 general comment forms and 40 completed surveys.

The 2023 Plan Update incldued several public meetings during Fall and Winter 

of 2022 as well as Spring of 2023, incudling Aiken’s Makin’ and a Breakfast Drop-

In Meeting at the American Legion post. A public survey was also conducted 

which recieved over 800 responses from residents of the City. 

▼ FIGURE 1.3  PUBLIC MEETING FLYER
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COMPREHENSIVE PLAN ELEMENT REVIEW MEETINGS
After completing initial phase of gathering input from stakeholders and the community at-large, the 

Planning Commission held special meetings over the summer to review the various elements of the plan, 

with two topic areas covered at each meeting.  This series of  meetings ended with  a wrap-up meeting to 

review the vision, guiding principles and strategies that evolved from the stakeholder input, public  input, 

and discussions of the various elements of the plan.  

DRAFT PLAN PUBLIC MEETINGS 
After the Planning Commission completed its final review meeting, a working draft of the Comprehensive 

Plan was prepared.  The plan was then made available to the public for review, at a pair of meetings 

that were held at the Odell Weeks Center and the Municipal Building on October 20. At these meetings, 

the public was given an opportunity to review and comment on the draft plan, with an emphasis on the 

vision, guiding principles and strategies that were prepared at the conclusion of the planning process.  

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN REVIEW AND ADOPTION
Following the October public meetings, the Planning Commission held a hearing and made a 

recommendation on the adoption of the Comprehensive plan at its November Meeting. The City Council 

received the Commission’s recommendation in January 2017 and after a period of reviewing the plan at 

Council workshops, held its first reading on the revised plan on July 10, 2017. The Council then held a public 

hearing on the plan on August 14, 2017 and adopted the plan unanimously following the conclusion of 

the hearing.

▼ FIGURE 1.4  USC AIKEN  PUBLIC MEETING ATTENDEES - JULY 21, 2016
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VISION:  PRESERVING OUR HISTORY WHILE CREATING A 
PROSPEROUS FUTURE

VISION AND GUIDING PRINCIPLES

GUIDING PRINCIPLES
Based upon the Vision Statement and the input received through the planning process from the public 

and the Planning Commission, the following Guiding Principles were prepared as a means of organizing 

and consolidating strategic policy guidance in the plan:

GROWTH   The City of Aiken will grow in an orderly and efficient manner that enhances equity and 

strengthens the local economy while preserving Aiken’s unique character.

CONNECTIVITY   The City of Aiken will become a community with strong physical, social and economic 

connections that tie the community together and reinforce a sense of shared responsibility, pride and 

ownership of the city as a whole. 

TRANSFORMATION  The City of Aiken will embrace and facilitate the positive transformation of the 

community through compatible growth, redevelopment, and expansion of economic opportunity. 

CONSISTENCY  The City of Aiken will develop and implement policies, programs, and regulations that 

ensure the consistent and equitable delivery of services, quality of development and availability of 

municipal infrastructure throughout the city. 

BALANCE      The City of Aiken will become a community that is balanced in all respects, including 

demographically, economically, and in its approach to growth and the environment.

INVESTMENT   The City of Aiken will invest its resources in a manner that ensures that its municipal 

infrastructure, human resources and programs meet both current needs and prepare the city for growth.

 

RESILIENCY     The City of Aiken will address natural hazards and their impact on the community.
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ELEMENT ONE - POPULATION

INTRODUCTION
Founded in 1835, the City of Aiken introduced a new and growing population to the Sandhills of South 

Carolina. With the formation of Aiken County in 1871, the City of Aiken was quickly named as  the county 

seat. As the name and popularity of Aiken spread along the east coast, the city’s population began to 

grow at a substantial rate. By the 1880 Census the municipality had a population of 1,817. During the 

intervening decades Aiken continued to grow and reached major population mile stones in 1930, 1990 

and 2020, respectfully reaching 6,000 , 11,000 and 30,000 residents during those time periods.

The population element of this plan unpacks the demographic nuances underneath current population 

estimates. In addition to historic and current population trends and projections, this element contains 

information on the number, size and characteristics of households; educational attainment levels and 

trends; income characteristics and trends; and sex, age and other information relevant to developing a 

clear understanding of how population affects future potential of the area.

A key concern of stakeholders and public commentary from participants in public meetings was the 

value of a diverse yet balanced Aiken. While balance means many things, clearly one of its themes is 

demographic balance. Increasingly current residents would like to ensure that a future Aiken be home 

not just to retirees, but to all ages, students and young families alike. Public sentiment is that Aiken must 

have something for all these groups.  A critical first step in achieving this vision, however, is to understand 

where Aiken is today, so that policy can be fine-tuned towards a demographic vision of balance.
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The City of Aiken’s population has been steadily increasing since 1950. When discerning change between 

decades, the city experienced its most rapid population growth during the 1980’s into the 1990’s. Since 

the 1990’s the city has continued to see an increase in population, but the rate of growth has declined in 

recent years. Despite this slowdown, the City of Aiken had a greater change in population between 1990 

and 2014 than did North Augusta, Aiken County, South Carolina, and the United States. In the most recent 

estimates calculated by the U.S. Census Bureau, the City of Aiken recorded its peak population count of 

32,025 residents in 2020, which is the latest year that census totals are available for.  

POPULATION TRENDS
POPULATION CHANGE, 1950-2020

Total Population Change
1950 7,083

1960 11,243 59%

1970 13,436 20%

1980 14,978 11%

1990 19,872 33%

2000 25,337 28%

2010 29,524 17%

2014 29,980 2%

2020 32,025 7%

 FIGURE 1.1  POPULATION, PERCENT CHANGE BY DECADE

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey
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 FIGURE 1.2  POPULATION COUNTS AND PERCENT CHANGE BY DECADE

The City of Aiken has experienced significant population growth since 1950; more than quadrupling the 

total number of residents between 1950 and 2020. While the city’s population is continuing to increase, 

a trend is beginning to emerge that indicates that the once rapid rate of growth is slowing but has 

increased since 2014, as indicated in Figure 1.2, below.
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POPULATION

Although the rate of population growth has steadily been declining since 1990, it is expected that the City 

of Aiken will continue to experience positive growth with a projected 2030 population of 42,161. Based 

off the 2010 U.S. Census, this projection estimates that by 2020 the city may expect to add approximately 

5,300 new residents. Annexation and major subdivision development may add variability to population 

projections. Important question for Aiken going forward are whether these expected new residents will 

add to the city’s retirement age population, or whether young families and students will comprise the 

greatest share of people moving to Aiken? Housing, land use and other policy must be calibrated based 

on these demographic assumptions, and so close attention should be paid to Census estimates to attempt 

to understand the nature of the city’s new residents. 

Projection
2010  29,524

2020  35,281 
2030  42,161 
2040  50,383 

 FIGURE 1.3  POPULATION PROJECTIONS  

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, Benchmark Planning

POPULATION PROJECTIONS, 2010-2040

While the city’s population continues to grow it can be expected that density will increase in areas 

surrounding the urban core. Current population trends indicate that the most densely populated areas 

within the city are found along the Whiskey Road, Silver Bluff Road, Hitchcock Parkway Corridors; the 

University/Hospital area; the Horse District; and the area north of downtown. Future densification can 

be expected to continue along the major roadway corridors, University/Hospital area, and north of 

downtown. Areas restricting addition densification are those such as the historic districts, horse district, 

and golfing communities.

POPULATION DENSITY, 2020

AGENDA ITEM #(3)

(3) First Reading of an Ordinance to Adopt Updates to the Comprehensive ... Page 102 of 565



COMPREHENSIVE PLAN   |  23DRAFT

ELEMENT ONE - POPULATION

 FIGURE 1.4  ESTIMATED POPULATION DENSITY PER SQUARE MILE USING CENSUS TRACTS 2020

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey
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EDUCATIONAL  ATTAINMENT
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The 2020 educational attainment of the adult population over the age of 25 in the City of Aiken was 

distributed nearly evenly between residents with an associate degree or higher (51%) and those without  

a college degree (49%). As compared to Aiken County and South Carolina, the City of Aiken contains 

a greater percentage of residents with college degrees. A quarter of Aiken’s residents have obtained a 

bachelor’s degree, followed closely by high school graduates, those with some college, and residents with 

graduate/professional degrees. This high level of educational attainment is a resource for the community 

that can inform other aspects of the plan, such as economic development. 

 FIGURE 1.5  HIGHEST DEGREE OF EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT, POPULATION 25 AND OLDER IN 2020
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey

EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT, 2020
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Aiken Aiken 
County

South 
Carolina

2000 2014 2020 2000 2014 2020 2000 2014 2020

Less than 9th grade 6% 4% 2% 8% 3% 4% 8% 5% 4%

9th to 12th grade, no diploma 10% 6% 6% 15% 9% 7% 15% 9% 8%

High school graduate 
(includes equivalence) 22% 21% 23% 32% 30% 32% 30% 30% 29%

Some college, no degree 18% 21% 19% 20% 21% 21% 19% 21% 21%

Associate degree 7% 5% 8% 6% 8% 9% 7% 9% 10%

Bachelor's degree 24% 25% 25% 13% 19% 18% 14% 17% 18%

Graduate or professional degree 14% 19% 18% 7% 10% 10% 7% 10% 11%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey

 FIGURE 1.6  COMPARISON BETWEEN 2000, 2014 AND 2020 FOR HIGHEST DEGREE OF EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT,  
                             POPULATION 25 AND OLDER  

EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT COMPARISON, 2000/2014/2020
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 FIGURE 1.7  EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT OF BACHELORS DEGREE OR HIGHER BY CENSUS TRACT
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2020
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DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS

Median Household Income
2000 2014 2020 Change

City of Aiken $44,172 $53,489 $56,202 5%

Aiken County $37,889 $45,597 $53,385 17%

South Carolina $37,082 $45,033 $54,864 22%

Unemployment
2000 2014 2020 Change

City of Aiken 3.9% 4.5% 2.3% -48.9%

Aiken County 3.6% 6.0% 4.2% -42.9%

South Carolina 3.6% 6.4% 3.3% -48.4%

Below Poverty
2000 2014 2020 Change

City of Aiken 14.4% 17.0% 12.5% -36.0%

Aiken County 13.8% 18.4% 13.8% -25.0%

South Carolina 14.1% 18.3% 14.7% -19.7%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey

 FIGURE 1.8  MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME, POVERTY AND UNEMPLOYMENT CHARACTERISTICS COMPARISON 

The median household income in Aiken has increased more slowly than Aiken County and the State of 

South Carolina since 2014; however, the median household income remains higher than both the county 

and the state’s income levels. The poverty level has increased since 2000, but at a much slower rate 

than that of the county and state. Unemployment in the City of Aiken has decreased since 2000 and 

unemployment in the city is much lower than that of Aiken County and the State of South Carolina. 

INCOME, POVERTY & EMPLOYMENT, 2000/2014/2020 COMPARISON
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 FIGURE 1.9  MEDIAN INCOME BY CENSUS TRACT
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2020

AGENDA ITEM #(3)

(3) First Reading of an Ordinance to Adopt Updates to the Comprehensive ... Page 108 of 565



COMPREHENSIVE PLAN   |  29DRAFT

ELEMENT ONE - POPULATION

1 Mile

N

≤ 6.0%
6.1% to 10.0%
10.1% to 15.0%
15.1% to 20.0%
> 20.0%

City Limit
Railroad
Roads

 FIGURE 1.10  PERCENT BELOW POVERTY LEVEL BY CENSUS TRACT 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2020
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Male Female

2000 2014 2020 Change 
‘14-20 2000 2014 2020 Change 

‘14-20

City of Aiken 46.6% 46.0% 46.5% 1.1% 53.4% 54.0% 53.5% -0.9%

Aiken County 48.2% 48.4% 48.1% -0.6% 51.8% 51.6% 51.9% 0.6%

South Carolina 48.5% 48.6% 48.5% -0.2% 51.5% 51.4% 51.5% 0.2%

 FIGURE 1.11 GENDER OF POPULATION COMPARISON

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey

The gender distribution of residents in the City of Aiken has remained largely unchanged since 2000. 

Approximately 46% of the population is male and 54% of the population is female. This distribution differs 

somewhat from both Aiken County and South Carolina, where the distribution between male and female 

residents is more evenly matched. The disparity between Aiken’s gender mix is most likely due to the larger 

share of older residents in the city and generally longer life expectancy of females compared to males. 

GENDER DISTRIBUTION COMPARISON, 2000/2014/2020
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DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS

2000 2010 2014 2020 2014-2020 
Change

Under 5 1,478 5.8% 1,522 5.2% 1,706 5.7% 1,980 6.3% 16.1%

5 to 14 3,374 13.3% 3,203 10.8% 3,206 10.7% 3,036 9.7% -5.3%

15 to 24 3,428 13.5% 4,127 14.0% 4,468 14.9% 3,849 12.3% -13.9%

25 to 34 2,871 11.3% 3,055 10.3% 2,763 9.2% 3,974 12.6% 43.8%

35 to 44 3,593 14.2% 2,925 9.9% 2,902 9.7% 2,581 8.2% -11.1%

45 to 54 3,592 14.2% 3,851 13.0% 3,492 11.6% 3,696 11.8% 5.8%

55 to 64 2,486 9.8% 4,370 14.8% 4,564 15.2% 4,106 13.1% -10.0%

65 to 74 2,192 8.7% 3,454 11.7% 3,519 11.7% 4,471 14.2% 27.1%

75 to 84 1,680 6.6% 2,088 7.1% 2,527 8.4% 2,696 8.6% 6.7%

85 and over 643 2.5% 929 3.1% 833 2.8% 1,039 3.3% 24.7%

The median age of Aiken’s residents was 46.1 in 2020 with the 65 to 74 age groups showing the most 

growth between 2014 and 2020. There was a decrease in population within the 5 to 14 and 15 to 24  age 

groups over the same time period. There was also a notable increase in population within the 25 to 34 

and 75 to 84 age group during this period. These age characteristics are representative of Aiken’s status 

as a strong retirement community; however the decrease in families with children is also problematic of 

Aiken’s desire to become a demographically well-balanced community. 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey

AGE DISTRIBUTION TRENDS, 2000-2020

 FIGURE 1.12  AGE OF POPULATION AND PERCENT CHANGE IN AGE GROUPS BETWEEN 2000 AND 2020
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey
 FIGURE 1.13  POPULATION PYRAMID OF RELATIVE SIZE OF AGE GROUPS  2020
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DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS

Aiken Aiken County South Carolina

Total 31,428 169,947 5,091,517

Under 5 1,980 6.3% 10,005 5.9% 291,651 5.7%

5 to 17 3,825 12.2% 26,811 15.8% 816,954 16.1%

18 to 24 3,060 9.7% 13,442 7.9% 470,286 9.2%

25 to 44 6,555 20.8% 41,236 24.3%  1,286,995 25.3%

45 to 64 7,802 24.9% 45,662 26.9% 1,324,935 26%

65 and over 8,206 26.1% 32,791 19.3% 900,696 17.7%

 FIGURE 1.14 SIMPLIFIED AGE GROUP COMPARISON USING 2020 POPULATION COUNTS

AGE DISTRIBUTION, 2020

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey

Age comparison data reveals how the City of Aiken skews older. The under age 5 population is similar 

to the county and the state, however, at age 5 and above the distribution begins to shift. The city has 

proportionally fewer families with children than the county or the state, and thus residents in the ages 

groups between 5 and 17 and 25 and 44 are somewhat underrepresented in Aiken’s population. Residents 

in the 45 to 64 year age group comprise a similar share of the city’s population as the county and the 

state. Residents over the age of 65, however, are significantly more represented in the city’s population, 

accounting for over a quarter of the total, as compared to around 18% at the county and state levels. 

Due to the presence of the USC Aiken campus, residents in the 18 to 24 years old age group make up a 

larger percentage of the population at 10% compared to only 8% in the county but comparable to 10% 

in the state.
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey
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 FIGURE 1.15 CONSOLIDATED  AGE GROUP COMPARISON USING 2020 POPULATION COUNTS
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HOUSEHOLD CHARACTERISTICS

2000 2010 2014 2020 2014-2020 
Change

Total Households 10,287 12,491 12,374 13,094 5.8%

Average Household Size 2.34 2.27 2.29 2.29 0.0%

Total Families 6,759 8,316 7,453 8,339 11.9%

Average Family Size 2.9 2.8 3.01 2.9 -3.7%

Households with Children under 18 28.1% 22.2% 18.9% 19.2% 1.5%

Householder 65 years and over 11.6% 12% 14% 14.6% 4.3%

In 2000 Aiken had 10,287 households. By 2020 the number of households had increased by just under 

3,000 to a total of 13,094. Underneath these aggregate numbers, however, lie clues to Aiken’s changing 

community character. 

Between 2014 and 2020 the average size of households in the city did not increase nor decrease; however 

the total number of familes increased by around 12%, but average family size decrased almost 4%. The 

city’s demographic shift towards more families with children has resulted in similar numbers as in 2010 and 

households of retirees has also increased. 

This shift is even more dramatically indicated by the percentage change in households with children 

under the age of 18, as well as of the households headed by individuals 65 years and over between 2000 

and 2020. In 2000, 28% of Aiken’s households contained children and 11.6% were headed by retirees. By 

2020, however, around 19% of Aiken’s households had children and around 15% were headed by retirees. 

This changing composition of the community represented a negative 31.7 percent change in the number 

of families and a positive 25.8 percent change in the number of retiree led households. 

 FIGURE 1.16  HOUSEHOLD CHARACTERISTICS AND CHANGES BETWEEN 2000, 2014 & 2020

HOUSEHOLD STATISTICAL COMPARISON, 2000-2020

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey
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POPULATION ELEMENT STRATEGIES

The following strategies are recommended based on their alignment with the Vision and Guiding Principles that have been 

established for the Comprehensive Plan: 

Growth     The City of Aiken will grow in an orderly and efficient manner that enhances equity and strengthens the local economy 

while preserving Aiken’s unique character.

• Prepare and implement an annexation plan with the goal of incorporating all “donut holes” and immediately adjacent 

neighborhoods and commercial areas into the city, with a priority focus on areas that are connected to municipal utility 

services.

Connectivity     The City of Aiken will become a community with strong physical, social and economic connections that tie the 

community together and reinforce a sense of shared responsibility, pride and ownership of the city as a whole. 

Transformation     The City of Aiken will embrace and facilitate the positive transformation of the community through compatible 

growth, redevelopment, and expansion of economic opportunity. 

Consistency     The City of Aiken will develop and implement policies, programs, and regulations that ensure the consistent and 

equitable delivery of services, quality of development and availability of municipal infrastructure throughout the city. 

Balance     The City of Aiken will become a community that is balanced in all respects, including demographically, economically, 

and in its approach to growth and the environment.

• Develop and implement a marketing plan aimed at diversifying the mix of new residents who are attracted to move to 

Aiken, with a goal of increasing the population of young families and professionals.

• Continue to direct resources towards parks and recreation programing that fulfills the needs of to residents of all ages and 

abilities.

Investment     The City of Aiken will invest its resources in a manner that ensures that its municipal infrastructure, human resources and 

programs meet both current needs and prepare the city for growth. 

Resiliency     The City of Aiken will address natural hazards and their impact on the community.

•  Continue to identify vulnerable populations within the City that will need priority care during and after a Natural Hazard 

event.

• Continue to maintain Fire Safe community rating.

• Continue to perform Citywide Fire Alarm/Smoke Detector blitzes.
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INTRODUCTION
Housing is a important element of any comprehensive plan and the analysis of Aiken’s housing is a 

requirement of the planning process in South Carolina. Housing, however, is also an issue that emerged 

from Aiken’s planning process in both stakeholder interviews and in public meetings.  

Housing appeared under the community theme of striking a better balance as Aiken plans for the future. 

Balance was often mentioned in terms of achieving more demographic balance in the city and housing 

was a subset of this discussion. Both stakeholders and members of the public who submitted comments 

at the outset of the planning process mentioned affordability and the need for better located in-town 

housing as a priority. 

Though student housing needs were mentioned most often, the housing needs of all cohorts were also 

discussed, including the need to better attract young families to the community and a need to rethink 

housing options for the retired. While the stately homes, the historic district, and Aiken’s many charming 

yet cosmopolitan streets and neighborhoods were all highly valued, and a strong sentiment for their 

preservation exists within the community, there was also a sentiment that more housing options need to 

be provided where possible. Downtown  and its edges as well as the redeveloped mall site were often 

mentioned as potential locations to strike a housing balance.

While it is clear that students and young families are not likely to live in Aiken’s stately homes, there was 

also the concern that a new set of retirees with new living preferences and income streams may require a 

different mix of housing options. In order for Aiken to continue to be the successful retirement community 

that it has cultivated it will need to reevaluate its housing options for the retired as well as younger cohorts.

The following discussion of housing includes a summary of existing housing conditions, including housing 

occupancy, tenure, vacancy, mix and age of structures, as well as median home values. This discussion 

provides the community with the information necessary to develop policies that establish the right housing 

balance for the city moving forward. Additionally, projections of housing units and an analysis of housing 

costs have also been included in this section to aid the city in its pursuit of housing balance.
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Between 2010 and 2020 the total number of housing units within the corporate limits of Aiken increased 

from 14,094 to 14,725  -  an increase of 4.5% in one decade. This is in contrast to the previous decade 

which was an era of housing expansion across the state and country, not just in the City of Aiken. 

Of these units, the majority, 90%, were owner occupied in 2000. By 2020 the number of occupied units had 

risen to 13,094, however, only 66% were owner occupied. There were 1,603 vacant units in 2010 and 1,631 

vacant units a decade later, representing a 2% change in the number of vacant units. 

Rents and median home prices also increased over the decade. While in 2010, the median home price 

for the city was $174,000, by 2020 it had risen to $199,100, or a 14.4% increase. Rents in this same period 

rose from a median of $740 a month to $971 a month, a 31.2% change.

HOUSING COMPARISON, 2000-2020

2000 2010 2020 Change

Total Units 11,373 14,094 14,725 4.5%

Occupied Units 10,287 12,491 13,094 4.8%

Vacant Units 1,086 1,603 1,631 1.7%

Median House Price  $110,600  $174,000 $199,100 14.4%

Median Gross Rent  $546  $740 $971 31.2%

HOUSING UNITS

 FIGURE 2.1  HOUSING UNITS CHANGE 2010-2020
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey
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Between 2014 and 2020 the total number of housing units within the corporate limits of Aiken increased 

from 14,373 to 14,725, a change of 2.4%. Since this change occurred over a relatively short timeframe, it 

is not reflective of the rate of change in the previous decade. Given our understanding of the downturn 

in the housing market beginning in 2007/2008, it is assumed that the rate of growth in the number of units 

slowed significantly during the latter part of the decade.

Despite this slower increase in the total number of housing units, the number of vacant units is closer to the 

rate of change of the previous decade, with an increase from 1,999 vacant units in 2014 to 1,631 units by 

2020, an 18% decrease in this period. Whether these vacancies are related to their use as second homes 

or for vacation purposes is not known since this data was not collected in the Census Bureau’s American 

Community Survey program.

Also in this period it is important to note that housing values have incrased, with the median value at 

$199,100 in 2020. Rents inceased at a similar rate of 14% from $847 to $971 a month between 2014 to 2020. 

This change reflects an increase in the cost of low income and rental housing occurring not just in Aiken 

but across the country.  

HOUSING COMPARISON, 2014-2020

SOURCE: U.S. CENSUS BUREAU, AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY

2010 2014 2020 Change

Total Units 14,094 14,373 14,725 2.4%

Occupied Units 12,491 12,374 13,094 5.8%

Vacant Units 1,603 1,999 1,631 -18.4%

Median House Price  $174,000  $174,000 $199,100 14.4%

Median Gross Rent  $740  $847 $971 14.6%

 FIGURE 2.2  HOUSING UNITES CHANGE 2014-2020
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey
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HOUSING TENURE, 2020
Of the over 12,000 occupied housing units in Aiken in 2020, 66% of these homes in the city were owner 

occupied. Surrounding the city, 74% of the county’s homes were owner occupied. This ratio compared 

favorably to North Augusta and is the around same share as the state of South Carolina. Renter occupied 

homes made up 34% of the city’s housing units and 26% of the county’s units. 

While these housing tenure numbers are positive they still indicate that a third of Aiken’s population must 

contend with the rising cost of renting, which has changed by 15% in Aiken from a median of $847 a 

month to rent in 2014 to a median of $971 a month to rent in 2020.
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 FIGURE 2.3  RENTER AND OWNER OCCUPIED HOUSING COMPARISONS FOR 2020
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey

OWNER OCCUPIED
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 FIGURE 2.4  TENURE / OWNER OCCUPANCY BY CENSUS TRACT 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2020

AGENDA ITEM #(3)

(3) First Reading of an Ordinance to Adopt Updates to the Comprehensive ... Page 125 of 565



|   CITY OF AIKEN46 DRAFT

ELEMENT TWO - HOUSING

OCCUPANCY RATE COMPARISON, 2000-2014-2020
Despite the ongoing rate of development of new housing units between 2014 to 2020, the number of 

vacant units in the city has declined. In 2014 vacant units made up 14% of the city’s housing stock, with 

approximately 2,000 vacant units counted that year. By 2020 the number of vacant units had decreased 

by 18% to approximately 1,600 units, which at that time represented 11% of the city’s housing stock.

 

VACANT UNITS

90%
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 FIGURE 2.5  HOUSING OCCUPANCY AND VACANCY IN AIKEN 2000, 2014 & 2020
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey
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 FIGURE 2.6  HOUSING VACANCY RATE BY CENSUS TRACT 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2020
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HOUSING UNITS BY TYPE, 2020
Like most American communities the majority of homes in and around Aiken are of the single family 

variety. In the city, however, this housing type is much more dominant. Whereas the US, South Carolina, 

and Aiken County all are more typical in their percentage of single family homes, with this type of housing 

making up 67% to 72% of all homes, in the city, single family residences are 80% of all homes. Incidentally 

this percentage is nearly the same as North Augusta’s.

Multi-family, duplex, and manufactured or mobile homes make up the remainder of Aiken’s housing 

stock. These numbers also differ across geographies. Multi-family and duplex figures are somewhat similar 

in Aiken to the profile of the US in general. Both Aiken and North Augusta consist of 2% to 4% duplexes 

and 15% to 18% multi-family homes, which is relatively similar to the composition of the housing stock 

nationally, with 23% multi-family homes and 4% duplexes. However, the number of manufactured homes 

varies dramatically between the city, Aiken County, and the State of South Carolina. Whereas Aiken, 

at 1%, has a very small number of these types of homes, both South Carolina and Aiken County have a 

large number of manufactured homes, likely at the expense of multi-family housing. South Carolina has 

16% of its housing stock in manufactured homes and Aiken County has a robust 19% of its housing stock 

in manufactured homes. 

HOUSING STOCK

 FIGURE 2.7  HOUSING UNIT TYPE COMPARISONS FOR 2020
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey
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The prevalence of these homes around Aiken has both strengths and weaknesses. A strength of this 

housing option is that mobile and manufactured homes can keep housing costs down for low income 

owners. This low barrier of entry into manufactured home ownership can be seen as a plus for more 

affordable housing tenure. However, home ownership and manufactured homes are not the best option 

for every student, family, or retiree, and relying heavily on this option for affordability in the County, as 

opposed to quality multi-family options, may be negatively impacting Aiken’s housing market both in and 

outside the city. How to better integrate multi-family into the community to serve retirees, families and 

students who may prefer this home option, is a concern for housing policy going forward. 
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While the composition of homes differs significantly between Aiken and other geographies, the age of its 

structures is reflective of the region. A solid 59% of the City of Aiken’s housing was built before 1979, with 

27% before 1959. This is similar to South Carolina and North Augusta which also had roughly 60% of their 

structures in these age cohorts. 
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 FIGURE 2.8  AGE OF HOUSING STOCK COMPARISONS FOR 2020

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey
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Though Aiken reflects its region in the age composition of its housing stock, these numbers are quite 

different from the US as a whole. Only 20% of the national housing stock was built before 1959 and 47% 

built before 1979.  The older housing stock of Aiken and the larger region is most directly correlated with 

the explosive growth seen in the region that occurred around the opening of the Savannah River Site. 

HISTORIC HOME IN THE CITY OF AIKEN
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MEDIAN HOME VALUES, 2020
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Although, the age of Aiken’s homes reflects the region rather than the Country, Aiken’s home values differ 
from both the region and nationally. With a median price of $199,100, homes in Aiken are around $30,00 
less expensive than the national median of $229,800. Compared to North Augusta, Aiken County and 
South Carolina, however, housing values in Aiken are considerably more expensive. The median price of 
homes in North Augusta is $170,000, in South Carolina it is $170,100, and in nearby Aiken County it is only 
$153,700. 

 FIGURE 2.9  HOUSING VALUE COMPARISONS FOR 2020

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey

Note: Housing estimates generated by the Census solely rely only on proprietary values, while Zillow’s 

Home Value Index uses proprietary data and other market conditions and fluctuations to generate 

housing estimates. Overall, both estimates provide a comprehensive snapshot of the overall trends in the 

housing market.
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MEDIAN HOME VALUES - ZILLOW® ESTIMATES
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Median Housing Value is dependent on a multitude of factors including the age, condition, and quality 

of housing in an area. Zillow produces an estimate called the Zillow Home Value Index® (ZHVI) in order to 

define the median estimated value for a specified geographic area at a specific point in time. This metric 

is calculated from public and user-submitted proprietary data and takes into account special features 

such as location and market conditions. The metric also analyzes recent housing sales, makes adjustments 

for housing that is not currently on the market and accounts for other fluctuations in the market. The ZHVI 

can be utilized to make comparisons across varying geographies and time periods allowing for a more 

comprehensive picture of housing conditions in a neighborhood, city, or region. The ZHVI for the City of 

Aiken real estate market (which is larger than the city proper) showed that the city has a fairly stable 

housing market with median value increasing since 2017. The current median value in the City of Aiken is 

higher than both the median value for the County as well as the neighboring city of North Augusta. 

 FIGURE 2.10  MEDIAN HOUSING VALUE, 2010-2020

Source: ZILLOW HOME VALUE INDEX®
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 FIGURE 2.11  MEDIAN HOUSING VALUE 2020

Source: ZILLOW HOME VALUE INDEX®
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 FIGURE 2.12  CITY OF AIKEN REAL ESTATE MARKET MEDIAN HOUSING VALUE, 2010-2020

Source: ZILLOW HOME VALUE INDEX®
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 FIGURE 2.13  MEDIAN HOME VALUE USING CENSUS TRACKS 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2020
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HOUSING VALUE
HOME VALUE DISTRIBUTION, 2020

LESS THAN $100K

$300K - $499K

$200K - $299K

$100K - $199K

MORE THAN $500K

 FIGURE 2.14  HOUSING VALUE DISTRIBUTIONS FOR 2020

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey
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For home buyers moving from other regions of the country, Aiken’s home prices may be an attractive 
quality of the community. If Aiken hopes to achieve a balance in demography, especially in its interest 
in attracting more young families, the city is not as competitive, at least in home prices, with nearby 
communities such as North Augusta. It is also not reflective of home prices across the State of South 
Carolina, which could impact its continued cultivation of the retiree market.
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When compared to median income Aiken’s housing costs are more in line with accepted ratios of income 

to housing. Generally housing should not be above 1/3 of a household’s gross income. In Aiken County 

and in the city, housing costs are lower than the 1/3 threshold, at 25.7%  in the county and 25.9% in the 

city. 

At the moment renting still looks affordable at just shy of 20% of median income in the county and 21% 

of median in the city. While home values from 2014 to 2020 have increased hovering at a median of 

$199,100 in the city, renting costs have also risen 15% since 2014 and now are at a median monthly rent 

of $971. 
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 FIGURE 2.15 COST TO OWN VS RENT COMPARISONS FOR 2020

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey
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Zillow also uses the housing value index matrix to generate a rental value index, which estimates the given 

rent of a geographic area at a specific point in time. While the rent index for the City of Aiken is lower than 

North Augusta and the state, it is slightly higher than in Aiken County as a whole. The comparisons of rent 

indexes closely align with the Median Homes Prices in the same regions.

MEDIAN RESIDENTIAL RENT - ZILLOW ESTIMATES

 FIGURE 2.16 MEDIAN RENT COST PER SQUARE FOOT, 2017
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To keep up with population change, to combat the cost of rising rents, to provide for the needs of a 

demographically diverse Aiken, and to cater to a changing retiree cohort, Aiken will need to consider 

carefully its housing policy options going forward. 

Simple projections of housing needs based on population growth suggest that in the next few decades 

the number of housing units needed will increase from the current 14,000 units to nearly 22,000 units by 

2040.  Where and how to integrate this housing into Aiken’s urban and community fabric is an important 

aspect of housing policy. 

Population Housing Units

2010  29,524  14,094 

2020  35,281 15,340 

2030  42,161 18,331

2040  50,383 21,906

POPULATION AND HOUSING PROJECTIONS, 2010-2040

HOUSING PROJECTIONS

 FIGURE 2.17  POPULATION AND HOUSING PROJECTIONS TO 2040

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey
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BUILDING PERMITS 2002 - 2020

RESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTION

A review of residential construction from 2002 to 2020 reveals the impact of the Great Recession on housing 

construction in Aiken, the County, and the town of North Augusta. In all three locations construction was 

robust until 2007 but tapered off significantly from 2008. 

Housing construction has not improved significantly in the intervening years. Residential permits in the city 

for example dropped from roughly 415 in 2006 to only 149 almost two decades later. Meanwhile housing 

prices increased significantly in Aiken and the County. In North Augusta residential property values have 

continued to rise.

While it is positive for home owners that their properties did not have a post recession drop in value, the 

gap that now exists between residential construction and housing prices could be problematic. Coupled 

with increases in population this residential construction trend could also become a housing crunch for 

Aiken.
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 FIGURE 2.18 RESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTION AIKEN 2002 - 2020

Source: City of Aiken Building & Inspections Department
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Source:  2016 Regional Economic Benchmarking Report For Aiken County, North Augusta Building Standards

Source:  2016 Regional Economic Benchmarking Report For Aiken County, Aiken County Planning Department
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 FIGURE 2.19  RESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTION NORTH AUGUSTA 2002 - 2020

 FIGURE 2.20  RESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTION AIKEN COUNTY 2002 - 2020
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HOUSING ELEMENT STRATEGIES

The following strategies are recommended based on their alignment with the Vision and Guiding Principles that have been 

established for the Comprehensive Plan: 

Growth     The City of Aiken will grow in an orderly and efficient manner that enhances equity and strengthens the local economy 

while preserving Aiken’s unique character.

Connectivity     The City of Aiken will become a community with strong physical, social and economic connections that tie the 

community together and reinforce a sense of shared responsibility, pride and ownership of the city as a whole. 

Transformation     The City of Aiken will embrace and facilitate the positive transformation of the community through compatible 

growth, redevelopment, and expansion of economic opportunity. 

• Continue to support the development of new residential units in the downtown core and along the periphery of downtown 

through incentive based programs and a favorable regulatory environment.

Consistency     The City of Aiken will develop and implement policies, programs, and regulations that ensure the consistent and 

equitable delivery of services, quality of development and availability of municipal infrastructure throughout the city. 

Balance     The City of Aiken will become a community that is balanced in all respects, including demographically, economically, 

and in its approach to growth and the environment.

• Reduce regulatory / procedural barriers and implement development incentives as part of the review and revision of the 

Zoning Ordinance with the goal of encouraging and supporting a mix of housing types throughout the city that meets the 

needs of a population that is diverse in terms of age, family structure and income.

•  Investigate and remove regulatory barriers that prohibit the introduction of tiny home communities and other forms of 

alternative housing to provide a wide variety of housing options for residents and vulnerable populations.

•  Pursue and investigate regulatory or developer/owner incentives to maintain affordable rents for senior and other 

vulnerable populations.

Investment     The City of Aiken will invest its resources in a manner that ensures that its municipal infrastructure, human resources and 

programs meet both current needs and prepare the city for growth. 

Resiliency     The City of Aiken will address natural hazards and their impact on the community.

• Maintain mutual aid agreements with Aiken County.

• Revisit the Downtown Business zoning to address building separation and density concerns.

• Continue to enforce redundancy in subdivision access points.
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INTRODUCTION
Aiken’s continued economic wellbeing and development is a topic of great concern for the city. Citizens 

recognize the many assets of the community from intangible elements such as its charm and friendly yet 

cosmopolitan character to more physical assets including its historic downtown, green spaces such as 

Hitchcock Woods, and its unique neighborhoods. Business leaders and citizens alike are well aware of the 

city’s economic drivers from the nearby Savannah River Site, which employees over 9,000 individuals to 

large educational institutions such as USC Aiken, medical facilities, the strong retail sector of the downtown 

core, and manufacturing facilities such as but not limited to Bridgestone and Kimberly Clark which also 

employee hundreds. 

There are differences of opinion, however, on how best to leverage these many assets. While there is a 

strong sentiment that the town must preserve its character, there is also the view that Aiken should not be 

afraid of change, especially when that change is important for the city’s continued economic strength. 

Manufacturing, education and medical facilities, retail and food services in the downtown core, and high 

tech professional and technical service sectors were all opportunities citizens believe the city should foster. 

Having a streamlined regulatory environment as well as educating the public on why growth in these 

sectors is critical were also strong sentiments that emerged from stakeholder and community outreach. 

In order to calibrate Aiken’s economic development policy going forward, understanding the economic 

climate of the City of Aiken and Aiken County is critical. The Economic Development Element of the plan 

outlines historic trends and provides projections on the numbers and characteristics of the labor force, 

where the people who live in the community work, where people who work in the community reside, 

employment characteristics and trends, commercial real estate trends, as well as an economic base 

analysis that compares Aiken’s economic strengths with the nation’s. Additionally, key sectors in the local 

economy such as manufacturing, education and medical services, retail services, and the equine industry 

are singled out for discussion, as these sectors are key components of Aiken’s economic landscape.
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Labor force participation in the City of Aiken historically has been lower due to the number of retirees. 

In 2000 Aiken’s labor force participation rate was 58.8% compared to the County with a rate of 62%, 

South Carolina with a rate of 63.4%, and North Augusta, where labor force participation was a full two 

thirds of the population in 2000. North Augusta’s strong participation rate is a function of its success as a 

community for families. 

Since the Great Recession, labor force participation has dropped across geographies. This is particularly 

problematic for Aiken, since its participation rates is naturally lower than most communities. By 2010, just 

after the Great Recession, the rate had dropped to 55.2% and by 2014 the rate had slipped further to 

53.2%.  However, labor force participation in 2020 has rebounded to similar levels as 2010 at 54.1% in 

the city. Aiken County has also slipped below a 60% participation rate, with a rate of 58.7% in 2014 and 

57.8% in 2020. This decrease in labor force participation in Aiken and Aiken County is a trend on which 

economic development policy could focus. It is also data supporting the community sentiment that a 

better demographic and economic balance is needed for the city going forward.

LABOR FORCE PARTICIPATION, 2000, 2010, 2014, 2020
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 FIGURE 3.1 LABOR FORCE PARTICIPATION RATE COMPARISONS 2000, 2010, 2014, 2020

Source: U.S. Census Bureau Decennial Census and American Community Survey
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TOTAL EMPLOYMENT, 2005-2020

Year South Carolina Aiken Co. Aiken
2005 1,922,367 69,658 11,987

2006 1,970,912 70,263 13,055

2007 2,010,252 70,732 13,276

2008 1,998,368 70,583 13,193

2009 1,911,658 69,617 12,875

2010 1,925,093 69,648 12,564

2011 1,954,726 71,742 12,940

2012 1,989,055 71,859 12,902

2013 2,016,188 71,561 12,849

2014 2,050,710 72,663 13,046

2015 2,253,158 69,208 12,352

2016 2,129,323 69,706 12,429

2017 2,181,046 70,753 12,435

2018 2,227,307 71,542 13,535

2019 2,275,531 71,279 12,898

2020 2,312,831 72,750 13,494

A review of total employment in the past decade for South Carolina, Aiken County, and the City of Aiken 

indicates how well each geography has climbed out of the Great Recession. The City of Aiken which 

had nearly 12,000 employed individuals in 2005 grew to 13,000 by the Great Recession, and managed 

to maintain an employment rate near 13,000 in most years. However, by 2015 employment was trending 

back at 2005 levels but has since rebounded  to levels similar to before the recession at an employment 

rate of 13,494. The County also had a relatively stagnant level of employment over the past decade. 

South Carolina, while dipping in total employment in 2010 back to 1.9 million, the same level the state 

maintained in 2005, began to grow total employees by 2012 and has seen an increase in employment 

totals since.  

These totals may indicate that Aiken and Aiken County are not participating in the recovery as well as 

the state in which they reside. Aiken should be competitive with other South Carolina communities. How 

to bring these employment numbers more in line with the state’s so that the following decade does not 

repeat this trend can be addressed by the city and the County’s economic development policy choices.

 FIGURE 3.2 ABSOLUTE EMPLOYMENT COMPARISONS 2005-2020

Source: 2016 Regional Economic Benchmarking Report For Aiken County
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LABOR FORCE PARTICIPATION CHANGE, 2000-2020
Digging deeper into the employment situation with a review of the change for South Carolina, Aiken 

County, and the City of Aiken provides more insight into the employment landscape since 2000. Before 

the Great Recession, from 2000 to 2007, all three geographies experienced strong employment growth 

with Aiken’s 19% change double the percent of Aiken County and the state. In the recession years, from 

2007 to 2012 all three geographies struggled equally. Between 2012 and 2015, the pattern flips. South 

Carolina’s employment growth in this latest period has recovered to 13% change, whereas Aiken County 

and the City of Aiken’s performance has continued to decline with a -4% change each. The city of Aiken 

has since recovered between 2015 and 2020 with a 2% change in labor force participation.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau Economic Census

EMPLOYMENT

 FIGURE 3.3 LABOR FORCE PARTICIPATION RATE CHANGE COMPARISONS 2002-2020

2015 TO 2020
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LARGEST EMPLOYERS, 2015
A list of Aiken County’s largest employers provides insights into not just the number of jobs in the area but 

the character and quality of that employment. The largest employer in the area is the Savannah River Site 

(including SRS, Savannah River Remediation and Shaw Area MOX Services). With over 9,000 employees 

this employer brings a unique scientific and technical component to the community, which many key 

stakeholders and citizens believe could be leveraged further for economic development. Public sector 

entities such as Aiken County Public Schools, Aiken County, and the City of Aiken are also large employers 

with a total of 4,424 employees. A number of other scientific or industrial entities make up the remaining 

top employers of the County including manufacturers such as Bridgestone and Kimberly Clark, who both 

have recently expanded in Aiken. The same characteristics that attracted these large manufacturers 

suggests that their is potential for economic development policy centered on manufacturing.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau Economic Census
 FIGURE 3.4 LARGEST EMPLOYERS AIKEN COUNTY 2015*

* MOST RECENT AVAIALBE DATA FROM 2015
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COMMUTING 

The mean travel time to work is the average travel time for workers over 16 who do not work at home. 

In general, the lower the mean, the better for a community in terms of economic development, since 

commute time is a major aspect of a community’s quality of life. Commute time also impacts the decisions 

of both households and firms interested in relocation. The mean travel time to work for South Carolina, 

North Augusta, and Aiken County are all less than 30 minutes but have been on the rise, with South 

Carolina’s rate above 25 minutes. The City of Aiken, however, has seen a large increase in the mean 

travel time to work, to just under 24 minutes. Like the State of South Carolina and Aiken County, the 

majority of Aiken’s residents work within the county they reside. In Aiken this is a full 81% percent of workers, 

which accounts for the slightly less lengthy commutes. 

Being near Georgia and the Augusta metropolitan area, there are a significant number of workers 

commuting to Georgia, 12% of Aiken and 23% of Aiken County’s workforce work out of state. Unsurprisingly 

almost half of North Augusta’s residents commute to Georgia. In regards to Aiken’s ability to attract 

workers from outside the county, just over a quarter of Aiken County’s workforce is commuting in from 

other  South Carolina counties or the State of Georgia.
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 FIGURE 3.5 MEAN TRAVEL TIME 1990-2020
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TOTAL WORK-
FORCE LIVING IN 
AIKEN COUNTY

WORK OUTSIDE OF STATE
16,121

WORK IN OTHER S.C. COUNTIES
7,557

 48,291 

71,968

17,628*
FROM OUTSIDE AIKEN COUNTY

WORK IN COUNTY
OF RESIDENCE

67.1%

10.5%

22.4%

47.1%

6.3%

46.6%

70.5%

24.2%

5.4%
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AIKEN

WORK OUTSIDE STATE 
OF RESIDENCE

WORK IN STATE BUT 
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RESIDENCE

WORK IN 
COUNTY OF 
RESIDENCE

Source: US Census Bureau, Economic Census

 FIGURE 3.6 PLACE OF RESIDENCE COMPARISONS 2020

 FIGURE 3.7 JOURNEY TO WORK DATA 2020 (AIKEN COUNTY)

81.0%

6.7%

12.3%

AIKEN

* MOST RECENT AVAIALBE DATA FROM 2015
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COMMERCIAL BUILDING PERMITS, 2002-2020

DEVELOPMENT

A discussion of economic development would not be complete without information on real estate markets. 

The residential housing market was discussed in the housing element. The figures above are similar to the 

residential data, but for commercial development. The data juxtaposes the number of permits with dollar 

average values. Permits for commercial development dropped sharply in 2009 but recovered in Aiken 

County and somewhat in North Augusta after the Great Recession; however, permits in the City of Aiken 

have not changed significantly from their pre-recession levels. The spike in average dollar values in 2012 

to 2013 remains unexplained. Due to the size of Aiken County one would expect more permitting activity 

in the County than in either North Augusta or the City of Aiken, but the fact that the relative level in the 

city is still half of pre-recession years is troubling.
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Source: City of Aiken Building & Inspection Division

 FIGURE 3.8 AIKEN COMMERCIAL BUILDING PERMITS 2002-2020
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Source: U.S. Census & American Community Survey, Aiken County Planning Department

Source: City of North Augusta
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 FIGURE 3.9 NORTH AUGUSTA COMMERCIAL BUILDING PERMITS 2002-2020

 FIGURE 3.10 AIKEN COUNTY COMMERCIAL BUILDING PERMITS 2002-2020
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Detailed breakdowns of Aiken’s employment by sector also reveal the composition and character of 

employment in the area. Government related employment, which includes schools, makes up the largest 

percentage of jobs by sector. The manufacturing and retail trade sectors follow, with each representing 

around 15% of the workforce. The accommodation and food service sector accounts for another 10% 

of jobs, meaning that the retail, food and accommodation jobs in the county combined consist of 1 out 

of every 4 jobs. Percent change in jobs from 2012 to 2020 also shows retail and manufacturing services 

growing. Administrative and information jobs have declined, and interestingly educational services, 

supporting the educational institutions of the area, have not changed, although these services are 

starting from a significantly smaller base. Professional and technical services have enjoyed strong growth 

between 2012 and 2020 as have other services except public administration.
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ECONOMIC SECTORS

Source: U.S. Census Bureau Economic Census

 FIGURE 3.11 AIKEN COUNTY EMPLOYMENT CHANGE BY SECTOR 2012-2020

EMPLOYMENT BY SECTOR, 2012-2020
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Total %

NAICS 22 Utilities 437 0.86%

NAICS 23 Construction 5,042 9.97%

NAICS 31-33 Manufacturing 8,092 16.00%

NAICS 42 Wholesale trade 749 1.48%

NAICS 44-45 Retail trade 7158 14.16%

NAICS 54 Professional and technical services 2,082 4.12%

NAICS 55 Management of companies and enterprises 90 0.18%

NAICS 56 Administrative services* (includes schools) 9,251 18.30%

NAICS 61 Educational services * (does not include schools) 179 0.35%

NAICS 62 Health care and social assistance 6,409 12.68%

NAICS 48-49 Transportation and warehousing 1,987 3.93%

NAICS 51 Information 392 0.78%

NAICS 52 Finance and insurance 1,099 2.17%

NAICS 53 Real estate and rental and leasing 410 0.81%

NAICS 71 Arts, entertainment, and recreation 856 1.69%

NAICS 72 Accommodation and food services 5,082 10.05%

NAICS 81 Other services, except public administration 1,247 2.47%

TOTAL 50,562 100%

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics

 FIGURE 3.12 AIKEN COUNTY CHANGE IN ENTERPRISES 2020
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau Economic Census | *ACS 5-Year Estimate (2020)

One way to measure how well different sectors are preforming vis a vis each other and the nation is 

economic base analysis. In this analysis when a sector scores over 1 it is considered to be providing more 

goods and services in that sector than are locally consumed. Thus these sectors have more impact on 

a local economy bringing in more dollars that sectors below 1. Another way to think of the location 

quotient measure is that is shows a community  what makes it economically “unique” in comparison to 

the national average.

In general Aiken out preforms the nation in half of the sectors, with jobs in construction, manufacturing, 

retail trade, and arts, entertainment, and recreation having higher location quotients. Although sectors 

such as finance, professional and technical services, and health services are not above one, the fact that 

they are close to the national average is important. Jobs in these sectors tend to be higher paying and 

better quality.

ECONOMIC SECTORS
BASE ANALYSIS BY SECTOR, 2005, 2010, 2015, 2020 

 FIGURE 3.13 LOCATION QUOTIENTS AIKEN COUNTY 2005, 2010, 2015, 2020*

2020
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Some troubling trends from this data are that wholesale trade and information for Aiken County both 

score are half the national average. The slight downward movement in the location quotient data is 

another indicator that Aiken may not be enjoying a strong recovery, when compared to the nation.

2005 2010 2015 2020*

NAICS 23 Construction 0.70 0.66 0.70 1.16

NAICS 31-33 Manufacturing 0.77 0.82 0.73 1.48

NAICS 42 Wholesale trade 3.92 3.63 2.05 0.55

NAICS 44-45 Retail trade 0.93 0.92 0.92 1.10

NAICS 54 Professional and technical services 1.94 1.15 1.09 0.84

NAICS 56 Administrative and waste services 0.31 0.31 0.41 1.45

NAICS 61 Educational services 5.87 6.77 6.00 1.01

NAICS 62 Health care and social assistance 1.51 1.39 1.35 0.87

NAICS 48-49 Transportation and warehousing 1.94 1.48 1.43 0.84

NAICS 51 Information 3.10 2.89 2.54 0.50

NAICS 52 Finance and insurance 1.71 1.36 1.25 0.63

NAICS 53 Real estate and rental and leasing 1.83 2.78 2.88 0.66

NAICS 71 Arts, entertainment, and recreation 1.10 1.17 1.00 1.18

NAICS 72 Accommodation and food services 1.21 1.14 1.02 1.09

NAICS 81 Other services, except public administration 1.52 1.60 1.57 1.02

Source: U.S. Census Bureau Economic Census| *ACS 5-Year Estimate (2020)

 FIGURE 3.14 LOCATION QUOTIENTS AIKEN COUNTY 2005, 2010, 2015, 2020
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ECONOMIC SECTORS

Not all economic sectors are created equally at least in terms of wages.  Jobs in professional and technical 

services and finance tend to trend above average wages, whereas jobs in leisure and hospitality are often 

considerably lower in income. Manufacturing and construction jobs can also be higher paying. These 

trends are apparent in Aiken County with professional and technical service wages averaging $83,000 

annually, manufacturing and construction jobs averaging around $67,000 annually and leisure and 

hospitality jobs averaging less than $17,000 annually. Because of this data and other trends indicated in 

this discussion of Aiken’s economy there are four sectors where Aiken should consider focusing economic 

development policy. Three sectors, manufacturing, education and medical services, and retail trade, 

all have special implications for the city. A fourth sector, the equine industry, is so unique to Aiken it also 

should be included in any discussion of critical sectors to the city. 

JOBS AND WAGES, 2020

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics

 FIGURE 3.15 AIKEN COUNTY JOBS AND WAGES BY SECTOR, 2020

AVERAGE SALARIES JOB TOTALS

Professional & Business Services $83,658 11,423

Manufacturing $67,932 8,092

Trade, Transportation & Utilities $36,381 10,331

Education & Health Services $41,860 6,588

Construction $73,144 5,042

Public administration $44,783 1,545

Financial activities $62,136 1,508

Leisure and hospitality $16,738 5,938

Other Services $35,077 1,247

Information $65,469 392
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MANUFACTURING CLUSTERS, 2020
Starting with manufacturing, the map on the following page reveals where industry is clustering around 

Aiken. The rail line that ties these areas together is also denoted. In the first decade of this century Aiken’s 

manufacturing employment has not kept pace with South Carolina or the Nation, however, recent 

expansions such as Bridgestone and Kimberly Clark’s facilities, indicate that this trend could be turning 

around and is not yet adequately appearing in the data. Great potential exists to capture more of these 

higher paying manufacturing jobs. Combined with Aiken’s scientific community, found in assets such as 

SRS and USC Aiken, the city and county have industry potentials unmatched in many other locations—if 

Aiken can find a way to capitalize on them.

ECONOMIC SECTORS

Aiken Industry Aiken Airport

Verenes Industrial Park
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N

STUDY AREA

RAIL LINES

INDUSTRIAL
NODES

 FIGURE 3.16 MAP OF AIKEN MANUFACTURING CLUSTERS, 2020

Source: Benchmark Planning
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Though retail trade jobs, including food and accommodation services, are at the bottom of any list of 

wages, the reality that 1 in 4 jobs in and around Aiken are in this sector makes it an important policy focus. 

Retail is important to maintain for reasons beyond the jobs it provides. It is an important component of a 

community’s tax base and an important amenity for residents and visitors. Retail sales growth data shows 

the City of Aiken successfully operating vis a vis the state in sales growth since 2002, with a rate over 5%. 

The County however has not fared as well.

Aiken city’s retail health can be attributed to Downtown Aiken’s attractive retail core. Compared to 

many similar sized communities, it is a unique asset that can be leveraged for economic development. 

Retail has been consolidating in the last decade because of changing technology, but a place-based or 

experience retail component in any community is still important and Downtown Aiken provides that type 

of amenity. Research shows that towns with a concentrated area of walkable retail can use it to catalyze 

other sectors, making the retail sector important not for the direct jobs it creates but the indirect jobs it 

attracts. It is important, however, to carefully monitor the composition of that retail. In recent decades 

food and beverage has become more important as a catalyst. Research shows that communities with 

walkable clusters of at least 10 local or unique establishments, 10 stores open in evening hours and most 

of all 10 restaurants catering to different demographics and tastes, achieves the critical mass for retail to 

become an economic development catalyst.   

NORTH 
AUGUSTA

AIKEN 
COUNTY

SOUTH 
CAROLINA AIKEN

ECONOMIC SECTORS
RETAIL SECTOR, 2002-2015

 FIGURE 3.17 RETAIL SALES GROWTH, 2002-2015*

Source: U.S. Census Bureau Economic Census
*DATA FOR 2020 NOT AVAILABLE
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Jobs in the education and medical service sectors are another economic opportunity for the city. While 

jobs in these sectors may not command the same salaries as advanced manufacturing and professional 

and technical service jobs, like retail they can create synergies with higher paying sectors. Economic base 

analysis indicates Aiken has ratios above one in both of these sectors, meaning that Aiken has a strong 

base from which to expand these sectors.

Both USC Aiken and the Regional Medical Center are large employers for the city. Their geographic 

proximity and the availability of parcels in this area northwest of downtown suggest this node could 

become, with the right leadership, a cluster of interrelated services in advanced manufacturing, 

professional and technical services, and educational and medical services. Additionally, if technical 

and scientific students at USC Aiken had amenities geared to their demographic, not just employment 

motivations but also lifestyle motivations could entice them to stay in Aiken post-graduation. In this way 

they could help to create an economic cluster in advanced manufacturing and medical and technical 

industries. Many university towns, especially with scientific and technical campuses like USC Aiken, have 

been successful in holding on to students who create the biotech or other industries of tomorrow. The 

economic development strategies of these university towns could be instructive as Aiken develops its own  

‘Eds and Meds’ strategy and policies for retaining the young talent that will fuel emerging industries.

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA AIKEN AIKEN REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER

534 employees

INDUSTRY LQ of 1.01
1,200 employees

INDUSTRY LQ of  0.87

EDUCATION AND MEDICAL SERVICES, 2015-2020
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The equine industry is a facet of the community which not only defines the character of the city but also 

contributes significantly to its economy. From Hitchcock Woods to the Horse District, this  industry forms a 

geographic cluster on the southern edge of downtown. Both physically and culturally it forms the heart 

of the community. 

A 2008 USC-Aiken study of the equine sector revealed that at that time the industry had an economic 

impact of approximately $72 million. Questions for the community going forward include: ‘can or should 

this unique industry factor into economic development decisions?’ Or ‘is it possible to form synergies 

between  the equine industry and other sectors?’

While the links between high end services such as education and medical services and advanced 

manufacturing may be more self evident, that does not mean that synergies could not be achieved 

between aspects of Aiken’s equine industry and manufacturing or education. Additionally, another 

question for policy is whether the equine industry can fit with a strategy for retaining students and attracting 

young families. Can the Equine industry be augmented for these demographics, and if so how would it 

need to evolve? With the right questions, the equine industry could be an area for further review.

%PERCENTAGE
Boarding Fees  10%

Equine Purchases  18%

Stable Lease 04%

Animal Health 15%

Feed 09%

Grooming 16%

Fees 21%

Maintenance 07%

Total 100%

Source: Equine Industry Report: USC Aiken

ECONOMIC SECTORS
EQUINE INDUSTRY

 FIGURE 3.18  AIKEN COUNTY EQUINE INDUSTRY EXPENDITURES, 2008
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N 1 mile
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District

Equine
Facilities

Equine
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Hitchcock
Woods

 FIGURE 3.19  MAP OF HISTORIC AIKEN EQUINE ASSETS
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The following strategies are recommended based on their alignment with the Vision and Guiding Principles 

that have been established for the Comprehensive Plan: 

Growth   The City of Aiken will grow in an orderly and efficient manner that enhances equity and 

strengthens the local economy while preserving Aiken’s unique character.

Connectivity    The City of Aiken will become a community with strong physical, social and economic 

connections that tie the community together and reinforce a sense of shared responsibility, pride and 

ownership of the city as a whole. 

• Encourage programmatic connections between local institutions of higher education and 

medical institutions in order to enhance Aiken’s education and medical sectors.

• Encourage workforce development programs between Aiken Technical College, USC Aiken, 

Aiken Public Schools, SRS and other industrial interests in the area.

• Develop partnerships for programming and events that improve connections between USC Aiken 

and the community as a whole.

• Expand community branding initiatives outside of their traditional areas of application, such as 

downtown and the historic areas of the city to reinforce a shared identity.

Transformation    The City of Aiken will embrace and facilitate the positive transformation of the community 

through compatible growth, redevelopment, and expansion of economic opportunity. 

• Adopt and utilize economic incentives and other policies to help focus development and 

redevelopment activity into areas of the city that are primed for transformation.

• Work with economic development interests to identify and preserve future industrial sites for their 

highest and best use.

• Develop incentives for the reuse and repurposing of legacy commercial sites and shopping 

centers along the city’s major road corridors.

• Continue to develop policy to encourage and enhance economic opportunity in North Aiken.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ELEMENT STRATEGIES

AGENDA ITEM #(3)

(3) First Reading of an Ordinance to Adopt Updates to the Comprehensive ... Page 165 of 565



|   CITY OF AIKEN86 DRAFT

ELEMENT THREE - ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Consistency    The City of Aiken will develop and implement policies, programs, and regulations that 

ensure the consistent and equitable delivery of services, quality of development and availability of 

municipal infrastructure throughout the city. 

• Conduct an audit of the city policies that affect businesses to ensure that regulations are equitable 

and promote the city’s economic development goals.

Balance     The City of Aiken will become a community that is balanced in all respects, including 

demographically, economically, and in its approach to growth and the environment.

• Adopt policies and incentives to encourage downtown business growth in sectors that will 

contribute to its vibrancy, with a particular focus on extending the period of activity downtown 

later into the evening.

• Collaborate with economic development interests to assess the diversity of the local economic 

base and work to identify and recruit emerging industries and economic sectors that will ensure 

that the local economy is sufficiently diversified to withstand market downturns and respond to 

changing economic trends. 

Investment    The City of Aiken will invest its resources in a manner that ensures that its municipal infrastructure, 

human resources and programs meet both current needs and prepare the city for growth. 

Resiliency     The City of Aiken will address natural hazards and their impact on the community.

• Continue to provide resource and recovery loan information for business affected by a Natural 

Hazard event.

• Continue to maintain capacity for displaced housing for both large and small incidents.
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INTRODUCTION
Aiken’s character, more than most cities, is significantly tied to the character of its landscape. Hopelands 

Gardens, Downtown Aiken’s parkways, and the forest canopy throughout the city all figure prominently 

in the minds of citizens when asked about the most important places that the community should seek to 

preserve. At the top of this list was Hitchcock Woods, which was singled out by numerous citizens in the 

engagement process as the single most important natural feature of Aiken, even though the majority of 

the property is outside of city limits. 

While there are concerns about maintenance and the best use of Aiken’s unique natural features, 

especially in regards to downtown’s parkways,  there is strong consensus that all of these natural features, 

including nearby Hitchcock Woods, are at the heart of the city’s identity. 

Natural resources, however, are more than the parks or vegetation most visible to citizens. They include 

landscape structures as well as ecosystem services, and they impact not just the aesthetics of the 

community but its function and quality of life. The Natural Resources element of the Comprehensive Plan 

addresses some of these key environmental characteristics, including water sources and their quality, 

soils and farmlands, watersheds and flood hazard areas, topography and its impact on issues such as 

erosion and hydrology, and finally the city’s land cover, meaning the vegetation and species diversity 

that citizens experience most directly every day. 
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WATER QUALITY

USGS ASSESSMENT OF GROUND WATER IN AIKEN COUNTY, 2016

MGD

 Montmorenci-Couchton Water District 0.32

 New Ellenton Commissioners of Public Works 1.13

 Valley Public Service Authority 0.86

 City of Aiken 6.61

 Breezy Hill Water and Sewer 1.29

 College Acres Public Water District 0.17

Groundwater plays a significant role in local water systems. In 2020 utility providers in Aiken County 

pumped 11 million gallons of water per day (MGD). This water comes from two Atlantic Coastal Plain 

aquifers, the Crouch Branch aquifer, which is 200 to 300 feet below the surface, and the McQueen Branch 

aquifer, which is 350 to 450 feet below the surface. Water from these aquifers is screened regularly and is 

considered to be high quality.

The City of Aiken produces an annual water quality report to ensure potable water meets federal 

standards. In addition to the aquifers, the city also sources water from surface water at Shaw’s Creek and 

spring water from Shiloh Springs. Since 2016 the City has also purchased the 2,500 acre Brunswick Tract in 

order to preserve Shaw Creek resivoir. All sources passed federal standards in 2020.

AIKEN WATER QUALITY, 2016

 FIGURE 4.1 AIKEN COUNTY WATER SYSTEM GROUNDWATER WITHDRAWALS

Source: U.S.G.S. Assessment of Ground Water In Aiken County, 2020

AGENDA ITEM #(3)

(3) First Reading of an Ordinance to Adopt Updates to the Comprehensive ... Page 170 of 565



COMPREHENSIVE PLAN   |  91DRAFT

ELEMENT FOUR - NATURAL RESOURCES

PERCENTAGE

 Troup-Lakeland-Fuquay 57%

 Vaucluse-Alley-Troup 24%

 Faceville-Fuquay-Marlboro 3%

 Dothan-Fuquay 10%

 Shellbluff-Chewacla-Johnston 3%

Prime farmland soils produce the highest yields with minimal inputs of energy and economic resources. 

Prime farmland soils are, however, also the most conducive to urban development due to their good 

drainage and lack of severe slopes and erosive properties. Located in the Sand Hills zone of South Carolina, 

Aiken County is only classified as 8.2 percent prime farmland, suggesting soil type will not adversely impact 

most development in Aiken County. 

SOILS

Source: U.S. Department of Agriculture Soil Survey of Aiken County, 1985

AIKEN COUNTY IS ONLY

Aiken

Sa
nd hills

Piedmont

Coasta
l Plain

PRIME FARMLAND, 2020

 FIGURE 4.2 AIKEN COUNTY SOILS

8.2% PRIME FARMLAND
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Upper South Fork
Edisto River

Upper Three Runs

Hollow Creek

Horse Creek
Downtown

Aiken

N2 Miles

WATERSHEDS

Source: SC Department of Natural Resources, 2020

CITY OF AIKEN WATERSHEDS, 2020
 FIGURE 4.3 CITY OF AIKEN WATERSHEDS, 2020
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Generally the City of Aiken is well drained, with a few problematic locations in and around the downtown 

area. A significant portion of the downtown area as well as parcels surrounding Hitchcock Woods drain 

into the Sand River at the bottom of Hitchcock Woods, which then leads into the Horse Creek watershed 

to the west. A small portion of the city drains into the Upper South Fork Edisto River to the north and the 

Upper Three Runs Water Shed to the southeast. All of South Aiken heads south into the Hollow Creek 

watershed.

Heavy rains, which are increasing in frequency, however, can cause flash floods and hazards regardless 

of how well drained a community may be and improving the relationship of structures to the base flood 

elevation (BFE) is a concern for new development. The base flood standard is currently the “100-year 

flood,” which is a flood having a one percent chance of being equaled or exceeded in any given year. 

The base flood elevation is used by the National Flood Insurance Program for requiring the purchase of 

flood insurance and regulating new development. The relationship between the base flood elevation 

and a structure’s elevation plays a role in determining flood insurance premiums. 

Sand River

HEAVY RAIN, AIKEN SC, 2015

Downtown Aiken

FLOOD HAZARD AREAS

AIKEN CITY BOUNDARY

ROADWAYS

Source: SC Department of Natural Resources, 2020

FLOOD HAZARD
CITY OF AIKEN FLOOD HAZARD AREAS, 2020

 FIGURE 4.4 CITY OF AIKEN FLOOD HAZARD AREAS, 2020
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HYDROLOGY
Source: SC Department of Natural Resources, 2020

AIKEN CITY BOUNDARYWATERSHED BOUNDARIES

EDISTO RIVER

HOLLOW CREEK

SAND RIVER

UPPER THREE RUNS

HORSE CREEK

 FIGURE 4.5 CITY OF AIKEN TOPOGRAPHY AND WATERSHEDS, 2020
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West Aiken and the western half of Downtown Aiken, roughly one third of the city, drains into the Sand River, which is the lowest elevation 

of the Aiken area and runs through Hitchcock Woods. Erosion control and storm water runoff have become significant concerns for the 

stream. In 2020, McCormick Taylor commenced design on one of the recommended projects which provides approximately 25 acre-feet 

of stormwater storage within the Sand River watershed. McCormick Taylor recommended the use of forecast-based real-time control 

technology, also called continuous monitoring and adaptive control (CMAC), to be installed on a set of underground vaults. These 

vaults are positioned at the downstream end of Aiken’s Sand River urban watershed, just upstream of major erosion in Hitchcock Woods. 

CMAC was estimated to increase the effectiveness of the vaults by 2-3x by retaining water during and after storms, increasing infiltration, 

and only discharging in preparation for forecast storm events exceeding the capacity of the vaults. The 15-foot interior high vaults will 

infiltrate smaller storm events and during larger events that exceed the vault’s storage capacity will act as a traditional detention system. 

McCormick Taylor partnered with OPTI RTC and StormTRAP during the design process. However, the relationship between the city’s 

topography and hydrology and the Woods is more complex and problematic than just erosion. Many of Aiken’s established golf courses 

and clubs line the higher ground around the Woods and drain directly into it.  Golf course maintenance can have an out-sized impact 

on water quality and the health of nearby ecosystems. If over fertilized for example the nitrogen can cause eutrophication and choke off 

species diversity. Even when organically maintained, however, clippings and excessive watering can have water quality impacts as well. 

The golf courses surrounding Hitchcock Woods and draining directly into it equal a combined 523 acres, equivalent to 25% of the Wood’s 

land area. Protecting and preserving Hitchcock Woods, a sentiment at the top of citizen’s natural resources concerns, cannot simply be 

left to the city but would also require strong relationships with these private golf facilities. 

A.  Aiken Golf Club 106.6 

B.  Palmetto Golf Club 175.8 
C.  Houndslake Country Club 240.8 

A.

C.

Sand River

Hitchcock 
Woods

Hitchcock Woods
2,162.9 acres

Source: SC Department of Natural Resources, 2016
 FIGURE 4.6 STORM WATER RUNOFF INTO HITCHCOCK WOODS
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LAND COVER

Source: SC Department of Natural Resources, 2020

Downtown
Aiken

N
2 Miles

 FIGURE 4.7 CANOPY COVER CITY OF AIKEN, 2020
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USGS Landcover maps reveal the extensive forest canopy residents associate so strongly with the city’s 

character.  Based on USGS land cover classifications, forested landscape is found not just in the Hitchcock 

Woods adjacent to the city, but also in historic neighborhoods around the Woods and in areas at the 

southern end of the city. Downtown and northwest Aiken’s less forested land cover is broken into the USGS 

categories of urban development, urban residential, and field and farm landscapes. Fields and farms, 

unsurprisingly, appear in the County but not significantly in the city. Urban development accounts for 

1,586 acres or nearly 12% of the land cover within the city limits. Urban residential accounts for 2,648 acres 

or nearly 20% of the land cover within the city limits.  

Urban land cover classifications have more impervious surface that is likely to flood and impact the 

watersheds they drain into. Again, in Aiken the majority of the city’s urban land cover drains into the Sand 

River running through Hitchcock Woods.

An interesting aspect of Aiken’s forest is the diverse animal and plant life that it harbors. Aiken County 

has been identified with 85 rare species including 63 vascular plant species, 21 vertebrates, and one 

invertebrate. Many of these rare species can likely be found not just in Hitchcock Woods but also in the 

canopy throughout the city.

URBAN RESIDENTIAL

URBAN DEVELOPMENT

AIKEN CITY BOUNDARIES

FOREST LANDSCAPE

FIELD OR FARM LANDSCAPE

Downtown
Aiken

HITCHCOCK WOODS

 FIGURE  4.8 CANOPY COVER CITY OF AIKEN, 2020

Source: SC Department of Natural Resources, 2020
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Source: SC Dept. Of Natural Resources, 2016

ECOLOGICAL DIVERSITY
LANDSCAPE ECOLOGY, AIKEN COUNTY

Savannah River Site

Hitchcock Woods
2,100 acres of forest

200,000 acres of forest

Aiken

Aiken

Aiken

 FIGURE 4.9 LANDSCAPE ECOLOGY LAYERS, AIKEN COUNTY

Species Diversity

Canopy Cover
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SPECIES DENSITY

CANOPY  COVER

AIKEN CITY OR HITCHCOCK WOODS

SAVANNAH RIVER SITE

Due to its scale, the greatest species richness near 

Aiken is located at the Savannah River Site. Landscape 

ecologists describe areas such as the Savannah River 

Site as “patches” or “islands.” The larger the patch 

the greater the species diversity and density. Though 

smaller than Savannah River, Hitchcock Woods is a 

significant ecological island surrounded by the City 

of Aiken. Hitchcock Woods contains 2,100 acres of 

forested resources. The Savannah River Site, including 

the portions outside of Aiken County, contains nearly 

200,000 acres of contiguous forested resources.
10 miles

Savannah River Site

Hitchcock Woods
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Source: SC Department of Natural Resources, 2020

ECOLOGICAL DIVERSITY

Star-nosed Mole

Bird-voiced Tree Frog

Red-cockaded Woodpecker (endangered)

Winter Grape-fern

RARE SPECIES
63 Vascular Plants

1 Invertebrate Animal

21 Vertebrate Animals

Bald Eagle

 FIGURE 4.10 RARE SPECIES,  AIKEN COUNTY, 2020
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Aiken County has many rare species but few endangered ones. Endangered birds such as the Red-

cockaded Woodpecker and the American Bald Eagle, however, have been seen in Aiken County.

Aiken is home to 85 identified rare species but it also is in the top six South Carolina counties for invasive 

species. Regardless of one’s viewpoint on species protection, the juxtaposition of a high number of rare 

species in proximity to a high number of invasive species puts Aiken on the conservation map, equating 

to greater ecological scrutiny of the community. 

RARE SPECIES & INVASIVES, AIKEN COUNTY

 FIGURE 4.11 INVASIVE SPECIES, AIKEN COUNTY, 2020
Source:  EDDMapS: UGA Center for Invasive Species and Ecosystem 

COUNT
1. Richland County 266

2. Charleston County 261

6. Aiken County 241

44. Bamberg County 122

45. Allendale County 120

46. Marlboro County 109
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The following strategies are recommended based on their alignment with the Vision and Guiding Principles that have been 

established for the Comprehensive Plan: 

Growth     The City of Aiken will grow in an orderly and efficient manner that enhances equity and strengthens the local economy 

while preserving Aiken’s unique character.

Connectivity     The City of Aiken will become a community with strong physical, social and economic connections that tie the 

community together and reinforce a sense of shared responsibility, pride and ownership of the city as a whole. 

Transformation     The City of Aiken will embrace and facilitate the positive transformation of the community through compatible 

growth, redevelopment, and expansion of economic opportunity. 

Consistency     The City of Aiken will develop and implement policies, programs, and regulations that ensure the consistent and 

equitable delivery of services, quality of development and availability of municipal infrastructure throughout the city. 

Balance     The City of Aiken will become a community that is balanced in all respects, including demographically, economically, 

and in its approach to growth and the environment.

• Develop a “green infrastructure” plan that assesses the conditions of the city’s natural assets, with a particular focus on 

issues related to stormwater runoff.

• Prepare a plan for the ongoing utilization and maintenance of the city’s parkways with a focus on balancing the competing 

needs and desires of each neighborhood and commercial corridor for the future use and aesthetic of the parkways in 

their area.

•  Develop a Greenway Plan that connects all parts of the City to City-owned properties such as the Brunswick Tract. 

•  Prepare a masterplan for the Brunswick Tract that preserves and enhances the forest and protects water quality, while 

providing passive recreational opportunities to citizens.

Investment     The City of Aiken will invest its resources in a manner that ensures that its municipal infrastructure, human resources and 

programs meet both current needs and prepare the city for growth. 

Resiliency     The City of Aiken will address natural hazards and their impact on the community.

• Continue to monitor changes in the flood zones within the City.

• Fortify buffer standards for wetlands and wetland protections.

NATURAL RESOURCES  ELEMENT STRATEGIES
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INTRODUCTION
Rich in cultural heritage dating back to its establishment in 1835, the City of Aiken had been popularized 

as an eclectic and elegant Southern city with deep equestrian roots, attracting residents and visitors 

nationwide. Three historical events have generally shaped the physical and cultural development of 

Aiken; the construction of the Charleston and Hamburg, SC railroad line in the 1830’s, the reputation as 

a winter resort based on equestrian sports in the 1880’s, and the establishment of the Savannah River Site 

for the development of nuclear materials in the 1950’s. The influences of these events are reflected in the 

layout of Aiken’s streets, distribution of neighborhoods, and the striking architectural styles.

Along with Aiken’s attractive culture, the city offers many amenities including visual and performance 

arts, museums, celebrations and events, activities, historical areas and sites, and higher educational 

opportunities. The Cultural Resources element seeks to consolidate and evaluate defining characteristics 

within the city that contribute to Aiken’s cultural identity and vibrancy. 
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With its establishment in 1835, the City of Aiken was named after William Aiken, the first president of the 

South Carolina Canal and Railroad Company. Like many communities founded during the 19th century, 

the railroad served as a lifeline and focal point for the community. For Aiken this was the SC Canal and 

Railroad Company’s Charleston and Hamburg railroad, developed in 1830. Aiken is a uniquely planned 

community, with its iconic wide street layout  and parkways that were platted in relation to the railroad. 

With its unique character, connection to the railroad and good weather Aiken attracted many wealthy 

Charlestonians during the summer months. By the end of the nineteenth century, Aiken established its 

reputation as a health resort.

A few years after the conclusion of the Civil War, Aiken began to attract wealthy Northerners seeking 

temporary residence during the winter months. Termed the “Winter Colony” these part-time residents 

spent the winter months in Aiken to escape frigid conditions up north and experience the opportunities 

for equestrian sports. The Winter Colony was established by Thomas Hitchcock and William Whitney. Fond 

of equestrian activities and golf, Thomas Hitchcock popularized both golf and equestrian sports such as 

polo, steeplechase, and fox hunting in Aiken. To provide facilities and organized groups for these sports 

Thomas Hitchcock also established the Palmetto Golf Club, Aiken Hounds, and Hitchcock Woods (one of 

the nation’s largest privately owned urban forests). 

The influence of the Winter Colony remains an important aspect of the civic and cultural life of Aiken 

today. Housing and church restorations in the original Aiken grid below US 1/Richland Ave continue to 

reflect the wealth, refinement, and tradition of the Winter Colony. As the City of Aiken has grown away 

from the downtown, the downtown area continues to serve as a community hub and identity for the 

area.

The most pivotal draw for new residents to the city was the development of the Savannah River Site (a.k.a. 

Savannah River Plant). As a response to Soviet development of nuclear weapon, the Savannah River Site 

was established for the production of nuclear materials for weaponization. Construction and operation 

of the plant began in the 1950s and drew new residents to the city. The site is located adjacent to the 

Savannah River and spans across portions of Aiken, Allendale and Barnwell Counties.

In 1997, The City of Aiken was honored with the distinction of being named an All-American City, making 

the city an attractive tourist destination. Additionally, Aiken is often recognized as one of the most desirable 

retirement communities. Since the late 1980’s, the City of Aiken has experienced a period of significant 

HISTORIC ASSETS
AIKEN’S HISTORY
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DOWNTOWN AIKEN WELCOME SIGN,

growth, from approximately 19,000 residents in 1990, to over 30,000 residents today. The University of 

South Carolina at Aiken and Aiken Technical College have expanded their programs in response to 

the needs of larger student populations and modern facilities have been added to the Aiken Regional 

Hospital campus to keep pace with medical demands. However, much of the growth in the last 30 years 

has occurred in South Aiken, with the construction of the amenity-rich developments of Houndslake, 

Woodside Plantation, and Cedar Creek, as well as commercial development along the Whiskey Road 

and Silver Bluff Road corridors. Numerous facility improvements have been completed to keep up with 

the needs of a flourishing community, including the development of Citizens Park, the H. Odell Weeks 

Center, and the Amentum Center for the Performing Arts. Local authorities recognized the necessity of 

infrastructure improvements to accommodate this population growth, which led to the passage of three 

successive Capital Project Sales Tax initiatives. During this period, the city also experienced resurgence in 

historic preservation with the creation of three historic districts and a design overlay for Downtown Aiken, 

for the purpose of safeguarding Aiken’s small town charm as it continues to grow.
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Indicative of Aiken’s strong cultural history, there are twenty-one historic sites and places within the city 

that are listed on the National Historic Register.

Pine Lawn Memorial Gardens – Established in 1852 on the corner of Florence St. and Hampton Ave, the 

cemetery was the primary burial ground for the African American community through the mid-20th 

century.

Aiken Mile (a.k.a. McGhee’s Mile) – Constructed in 1936 on Banks Mill Rd, the Aiken Mile contains multiple 

equestrian facilities including the Hassler Polo Fields, three racetracks, associated stables and buildings. 

The Aiken Mile was of exceptional importance to the Winter Colony due to its bringing a new dimension 

to equestrian activity in Aiken. The track also played an instrumental role in continuing Aiken’s success as 

a horse-training center during the course of the Depression and World War II.

Aiken Training Track  Constructed in 1941 on Two Notch Rd, the training track secured Aiken’s future as a 

horse training center.

HISTORIC ASSETS
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

AIKEN TRAINING TRACK
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Aiken Winter Colony Historic District I   Spanning portions of Berrie Rd, Dupree Pl, Grace Ave, Highland 

Park Dr, Knox Ave, Lancaster St, Magnolia St, Marion St, Mead Ave, Sumter St, and Two Notch Rd. Aiken 

Winter Colony Historic District I contains many of the properties most important in the history of the Winter 

Colony (residences constructed between 1900 and 1930, Whitney Polo Field 1882, Palmetto Golf Course 

1892, and Hitchcock Woods).

Aiken Winter Colony Historic District II   Spanning portions of South Boundary Ave, Chesterfield Ave, Coker 

Springs Rd, Colleton Ave, Fairfield St, First Ave, Hoods Ln, Horry St, Kershaw St, Laurens St, New Ln, Newberry 

St, Ray Ln, Sumter St, Third Ave, Whiskey Rd, and York St. Properties within Historic District II are largely 

residences constructed between 1880 and 1930 by the winter colonists. The district also contains the 

historic Willcox Inn.

Aiken Winter Colony Historic District III    Spanning portions of Barnwell Ave, Chafee Ln, Fauberg St, Florence 

St, Greenville St, Hayne Ave, Palmetto Ln, and Richland St. Properties within Historic District III were largely 

constructed between 1889 and 1930 by the winter colonists. This district includes the Aiken Preparatory 

School and residences. Many of the streets are divided by grassy medians planted with trees and shrubs. 

Chancellor James P. Carroll House  Constructed in 1855 at 112 Gregg Ave, the one and one-half story 

clapboard house was a summer residence of James Carroll, Chancellor of South Carolina and noted 

attorney.

Chinaberry (Williams-Converse House)  Constructed in 1824 at 441 York St, the home is the only known 

surviving landmark associated with the founding of Aiken in the mid-1830s and location of a Civil War 

skirmish in 1865. Chinaberry was later owned and modified by John W. Converse, a predominate polo 

player in the early days of the sport.

Coker Spring    A freshwater spring that served as the source of drinking water for early settlers in Aiken 

from 1830 to 1890. Archaeological remains discovered near the site also suggest that the spring had been 

used as a water supply during prehistoric times. The spring is located on Coker Spring Road.
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Court Tennis Building (The Aiken Tennis Club)   Located on the corner of Newberry St and Park St, the 

Court Tennis Building is one of only nine court tennis facilities in the United States. Constructed in 1902, the 

building is part of the Aiken Tennis Club.

Crossways (Henry Place)   Constructed before 1860 at 450 East Boundary St, Crossways is a two-story 

antebellum plantation house which exhibits elements of Greek Revival and Victorian architectural forms.

Immanuel School   Built in 1889-1890 at 120 York St NE, the school holds significance for its association 

with parochial education of African American children in Aiken and surrounding counties. The school 

operated from 1890 to 1932 with a peak enrollment of 300 students in 1906, 50 of which were boarders. 

In 2004 the Aiken Corporation purchased and restored the school to create the new Center for African 

American History, Arts and Culture.

Joye Cottage (Whitney House)   Constructed in 1897, the sprawling property spans both 463 Whiskey 

Rd and 129 1st Ave. Former home to William Whitney, one of the founders of the Winter Colony, Joye 

Cottage is one of the oldest and largest of Aiken’s winter retreats. 

Legare-Morgan House (Morgan Cottage)   Built in 1835 at 241 Laurens St, the clapboard style Legare-

Morgan House was the residence of Matthews Legare, a noted artist, poet and inventor.

Phelps House (Rose Hill)   Built in the early 1900’s on Barnwell Ave, the Phelps House carries the very 

distinctive shingle architecture design. The home is now available for commercial purposes and is open 

to the public.

Pickens House (Edgewood)   Constructed in 1829 and moved twice the Pickens House now resides at 

the University of South Carolina at Aiken. Originally built for the son of Governor Andrew Pickens, the 

Pickens House was later owned by prominent Aiken businesswoman and leader during the women’s 

rights movement Eulalie Chafee Salley.

HISTORIC ASSETS
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
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Old St. Mary Help of Christians Church   Located on York St and Park Ave, the Roman Catholic church 

brings elements of Gothic Revival into the Aiken community. Built in 1879-1880, the St. Claire’s Chapel is 

the oldest building on site. To support the growing congregation, the church was built in 1905.

St. Thaddeus Episcopal Church    Located on Pendleton St and Richland St, the Episcopal church was built 

in 1842.

Charles E. Simons Jr. Federal Court House    Built in 1935 at 223 Park Ave SW, the courthouse is significantly 

associated with the federal construction programs created to relieve the economic crisis of the Depression 

Era.  The design of the building follows a classical Georgian Revival style.

Whitehall    A 1928 one-story Georgian Revival style residence located at 902 Magnolia St. 

Willcox Inn    An internationally known inn that operated from 1898 to 1957 on Colleton Ave. The building 

reflects both Second Empire and Colonial Revival forms of architecture. Of the resort hostelries that served 

the Winter Colony, the Willcox Inn is the last remaining structure. Willcox was reopened in 2002 and in 2016 

was ranked 7th best hotel in the world and best in the South by Travel+Leisure magazine.
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AIKEN FEDERAL COURT HOUSE

HOPELANDS GARDENS
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Other historical sites that are not nationally registered but recognized by the City of Aiken and Architectural 

Review Board are listed below. Though these sites are not nationally recognized, they contribute 

significantly to Aiken’s cultural identity such as downtown’s wooden bridges, Aiken’s iconic walls framing 

Whiskey Road, and Hopelands Gardens. 

• Rye Patch

• Hopelands Gardens

• Whiskey Road Right-of-Way

• Aiken County Museum

• Swallow Dip

• Rose Roof

• York St Wooden Bridge

• Fairfield Wooden Bridge

• Union St Wooden Bridge

• Farmers & Merchants Building

• Friendship African Baptist Church

• Cushman-Vance House

• Farmers’ Market

• Gaston Livery Stable

• Charlie Hill House

HISTORIC ASSETS
ADDITIONAL HISTORIC PLACES

AIKEN WALLS HISTORIC DISTRICT
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The influence of the Winter Colony can largely be seen 

in the location of Aiken’s historical sites and district. 

Seen in Figure 5.2, these historical resources are mostly 

located in the original  downtown plat of Aiken and 

the Winter Colony residential areas.  Of the 21 National 

Register of Historic Sites and Places, 19 are located 

within the residential area of the Winter Colony and 

downtown vicinity. An additional 15 historic sites and 

places recognized by the city are also located within 

these areas. With  a multitude of historical sites clustered 

in close proximity to each other, the downtown area of 

Aiken provides a unique experience for residents and 

visitors to explore, feel and see the history of Aiken.

A
National Register of Historic Places

Pickens House
Chancellor James P. Carroll House
Pine Lawn Cemetery
Phelps House
St. Thaddeus Episcopal Church
Immanuel School
Court Tennis Building
United States Federal Courthouse
Legare-Morgan House
St. Mary Help of Christian Church
Willcox Inn
Joye Cottage
The Squash Court (Joye Cottage)
Chinaberry
Coker Spring
Whitehall
Aiken Training Track
Crossways
Aiken Mile

Additional Historic Places
Charlie Hill House
Farmers & Merchants Building
Friendship African Baptist Church
Farmers’ Market
Gaston Livery Stable
York St Wooden Bridge
Fairfield Wooden Bridge
Union St Wooden Bridge
Cushman-Vance House
Rose Roof
Swallow Dip
Banksia
Whiskey Rd Right-of-Way
Hopelands Gardens
Rye Patch
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HISTORIC DISTRICT
CITY OF AIKEN

Figure 5.1

Figure 5.2

HISTORIC ASSETS
SITES, AREAS, DISTRICTS
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 FIGURE 5.1  HISTORICAL SITES IN THE UNIVERSITY/ MEDICAL CENTER AREA

 FIGURE 5.2  HISTORICAL SITES AND AREAS IN THE DOWNTOWN VICINITY 
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CULTURAL RESOURCES
Aside from historical assets, Aiken provides a multitude of day-to-day opportunities that support and nurture 

cultural life within the community. Throughout the year there are numerous festivals, events, activities 

and commercial opportunities spread throughout the community that stimulate resident activity and 

promote cultural tourism. Of these opportunities the arts including visual arts, theatre, music, and public 

art were identified by the community as being some of the most important cultural resources in the city. 

The continued provision and enhancement of these resources will provide opportunities for enhancing 

community identification, education, and inspiration needed to maintain the health and vitality of the 

community.

HIGHER EDUCATION
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA AIKEN
The foundation of the University of South Carolina Aiken in 1961 was resultant in part by the determination 

of the Aiken community to see that an institution for higher education was located in the area. The USC 

Aiken Pacers, reflecting Aiken’s well known equine industry, enrolled approximately 3,900 students in 2020 

and offers bachelor’s and master’s degrees in 54 programs of study. 

AIKEN TECHNICAL COLLEGE
Located just outside of the city, Aiken Technical College enrolled approximately 2,000 students in 2020 

and offers a variety of associate degrees and program transfer tracts for those looking to obtain higher 

degrees.  

CLUBS
There are multiple social club opportunities that residents of Aiken may choose to participate in. 

• Aiken Polo Club – One of the oldest polo clubs in the nation

• The Aiken Hounds – Drag hunt club established by the Hitchcocks in 1914

• Whiskey Road Foxhounds – Drag hunt club registered with the Masters of Foxhounds Association 

of America

• Aiken Golf Club – Originally part of the Highland Park Hotel established in 1912

• Palmetto Golf Club – Founded and established in 1892 by Thomas Hitchcock

• Green Boundary – Starting in 1892, the club provides dinners, parties/wedding, sporting activities, 

and holds a book club
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ANNUAL FESTIVALS AND EVENTS
EQUESTRIAN EVENTS

• Aiken Spring Steeplechase (Imperial Cup) – Held in late March, this event hosts multiple steeplechase 

races and provides family friendly activities.

• Pacers and Polo – Early April

• Aiken Horse Show – Early April

• Aiken Spring Classic Horse Show – Mid-April to Early May

• Aiken Charity Horse Show – Early to Mid-May

• Aiken Fall Steeplechase (Holiday Cup) – Held in late October this event includes multiple steeplechase 

races and other family friendly activities. 

• Katydid Combined Driving Event – Early November

• Blessing of the Hounds – Late November

            
 ARTS FESTIVALS AND EVENTS

• Antiques in the Heart of Aiken – Early February

• Joye in Aiken – Early to Mid-March performing arts festival and educational outreach program lead 

by students, faculty and alumni of Juilliard.

• Horses n’ Courses Art Walk – Early April during Masters Week

• Aiken Bluegrass Festival – Mid-May

• Aiken’s Makin’ – Early September

• Southern City Film Festival – Early November

• Christmas Craft Show – Early December

• Aiken Preforming Arts - continuous

• Aiken Community Theater Programming - continuous

• Aiken Garden Show - May

• Wild West Fest - November

 OTHER HAPPENINGS
• Battle of Aiken – Late February, Civil War reenactments

• Run United – Early April, 5k and Half Marathon

• Hops N’ Hogs – Mid-May

• Oktoberfest – Early September

• Night of 1000 Lights – Early December

• Christmas at Hopelands - December

• Mardi Gras - February

• Memorial Day Parade - May

• Juneteenth - June

• Western Carolina Antique Tractor Pull - November

AGENDA ITEM #(3)

(3) First Reading of an Ordinance to Adopt Updates to the Comprehensive ... Page 197 of 565



|   CITY OF AIKEN118 DRAFT

ELEMENT FIVE - CULTURAL RESOURCES

Perhaps one of the greatest cultural resources and drivers for Aiken is its connection to equine activities. 

Introduced by the Winter Colony, equine sports such as polo, steeplechase, racing, etc. have a great 

impression on the culture and activity of the community. 

One of the most enduring equestrian sports has been polo, introduced to Aiken in 1882. For the Winter 

Colony, polo was the center of Aiken’s social life, and by the 1930’s there were numerous polo fields in the 

area below South Boundary Ave. 

Today three polo fields remain in use: Whitney Field, Powderhouse Polo Fields, and Winthrop Field. Other 

fields were redeveloped for other horse related uses. Around 1936, the Aiken Mile Track was developed 

for the training of Standardbred racehorses. In 1941 the Aiken Training Track was developed to train flat 

racers, and during the 1940’s Clark Field was converted as a steeplechase track.

Throughout the year multiple competitions and shows are held. These events serve the interest of Aiken 

residents and attract international participants. These events include driving, polo, steeplechase, flat 

race, hunter/jumper, dressage, drag hunting, and general recreational riding.  

EQUINE HISTORY

RACING HALL OF FAME
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ARTS
AIKEN CENTER FOR THE ARTS
Located in downtown, the Center promotes the arts within the community by providing art educational classes, fine art 

gallery sales, support for local artists, exhibition galleries, cultural activities, films, musical performances, rental options and 

partnerships in the arts community.

AMENTUM CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS
Also located in the downtown, the Center is a non-profit, volunteer, community theater that also acts as a teaching theater 

by allowing those who want to be an actor/actress, director, stage hand, lighting/sound person, or set design to gain hands-

on training while participating in producing a show.

MUSEUMS
CENTER FOR AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY, ARTS AND CULTURES (CAAHAC)
Housed in the historic Immanuel Institute Building, originally used to educate African Americans. Through the years the 

building has housed a number of educational institutions.  Among these institutions were Coles Academy, Coles Normal and 

Industrial School, Immanuel Institute, Jackson School, Andrew Roberts Institute, and St. Gerard Catholic School.

In 2004 community leaders recognized that the landmark should be preserved and used to capture the rich history of 

Aiken’s African American Community. CAAHAC has purchased, renovated, and restored the building to its original 1889 

appearance. With an anticipated opening in 2017, work continues inside the building to create a high-tech, interactive 

learning center where visitors from near and far can see, smell, hear, touch and taste how Aiken’s African American history 

is interwoven with our nation’s history. The Center will also host lecture series, art shows, traveling exhibits, special events, 

and concert series in the community.

AIKEN VISITORS CENTER AND TRAIN MUSEUM
In 2010 a replica of the Train Deport opened on the site of the original station, with an architectural design that looks 

very much like the original depot from 1899 to 1954. The museum holds a caboose and two dining cars, which are being 

refurbished to make available for the public to rent for events. The museum also contains a history of the SC Canal and 

Railroad Company and how the railroad impacted and shaped Aiken into what is known for today. The route of the 

Charleston-Hamburg railroad is depicted in the museum’s multiple dioramas.

THOROUGHBRED HALL OF FAME
Located in Hopelands Gardens, the Aiken Thoroughbred Hall of Fame was established to provide a tribute to the famous 

racehorses that trained in Aiken.

SRS HERITAGE MUSEUM
The SRS Museum is dedicated to the preservation of the fascinating history of the Savannah River Site. The Museum 

was established to preserve and interpret the technical and scientific achievements, social impacts and ecological 

accomplishments at the SRS.

AIKEN COUNTY HISTROICAL MUSEUM
 The Museum is housed in a 1930’s Winter Colony mansion named “Banksia”. Its 3.5 acre grounds are also home to a 

1890’s one-room schoolhouse and a log cabin built in 1808. The purpose of the Aiken County Historical Museum, under the 

direction of the Aiken County Historical Commission, is to collect and preserve historical material relating to Aiken County, 

to display and interpret such information to the public.

ARTS AND CULTURAL FACILITIES
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DOWNTOWN
Aiken’s historic downtown serves as the community focal point, hosting multiple street markets, events, 

unique shopping and dining experiences. The physical layout of Downtown Aiken, with exceptionally 

wide streets, rights-of-ways and parkways, reflects contemporary city planning concepts that connect 

urban environment and physical health. This design characteristic was one of the reasons that Charleston 

residents retired to Aiken during the summer months in the 1800’s, and continues to be a value that 

attracts new residents.

HORSE DISTRICT
One of Aiken’s unique residential areas is the Horse District. This district contains many of the equestrian 

training, racing, and competition facilities within the city. Aside from the districts heavy equestrian activity, 

the district is most noted for its dirt roads and Winter Colony residences.  

HITCHCOCK WOODS
The most unique natural resource to Aiken is the establishment of Hitchcock Woods. Among the largest 

urban forests in the nation, Hitchcock Woods was set aside by the Hitchcocks for equestrian sporting. 

Today, the woods are open to the public and are used by equestrians and pedestrians who enjoy the 70 

miles of sandy trails winding through the property.

UNIQUE  AREAS

EQUESTRIAN FRIENDLY DIRT ROAD, HISTORIC DISTRICT
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CULTURAL RESOURCES ELEMENT STRATEGIES
The following strategies are recommended based on their alignment with the Vision and Guiding Principles 

that have been established for the Comprehensive Plan: 

Growth     The City of Aiken will grow in an orderly and efficient manner that enhances equity and 

strengthens the local economy while preserving Aiken’s unique character.

•  Investigate the need for a larger Performing Arts Venue that could seat 800-1500 people

Connectivity     The City of Aiken will become a community with strong physical, social and economic 

connections that tie the community together and reinforce a sense of shared responsibility, pride and 

ownership of the city as a whole. 

• Preserve and protect Aiken’s historic structures, sites and other cultural resources to enhance the 

connection between the city’s past and present.

• Develop partnerships for programming and events that improve connections between USC Aiken 

and the community as a whole.

• Expand community branding initiatives to all parts of the City to reinforce a shared identity.

Transformation      The City of Aiken will embrace and facilitate the positive transformation of the community 

through compatible growth, redevelopment, and expansion of economic opportunity. 

• Continue to implement design regulations in the historic portions of the city to ensure that the 

aesthetic quality of the city’s historic downtown and neighborhoods are not negatively impacted 

by redevelopment activity. 

Consistency     The City of Aiken will develop and implement policies, programs, and regulations that 

ensure the consistent and equitable delivery of services, quality of development and availability of 

municipal infrastructure throughout the city. 

AGENDA ITEM #(3)

(3) First Reading of an Ordinance to Adopt Updates to the Comprehensive ... Page 201 of 565



|   CITY OF AIKEN122 DRAFT

ELEMENT FIVE - CULTURAL RESOURCES

Balance    The City of Aiken will become a community that is balanced in all respects, including 

demographically, economically, and in its approach to growth and the environment.

• Encourage community-wide events that appeal to multiple demographics including students, 

young professionals, families, and retirees.

• Continue to support the local equestrian culture and associated economic activity through the 

unique services, regulatory environment and infrastructure investments that are necessary for it to 

thrive as an integral part of the city.

• Prepare a plan for the ongoing utilization and maintenance of the city’s parkways with a focus on 

balancing the competing needs and desires of each neighborhood and commercial corridor for 

the future use and aesthetic of the parkways in their area.

Investment    The City of Aiken will invest its resources in a manner that ensures that its municipal infrastructure, 

human resources and programs meet both current needs and prepare the city for growth.

 Resiliency     The City of Aiken will address natural hazards and their impact on the community.

• Continue to upgrade historic structures for code compliance as able.
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INTRODUCTION
The purpose of the Community Facilities Element is to identify the city’s public facilities and services that 

are supportive and necessary for future population and development projections envisioned in the 

previous elements of the plan. Included in this element is an analysis of existing parks and recreational 

facilities; water supply, treatment, and distribution; sewage system and wastewater treatment; solid waste 

collection and disposal; fire protection; education facilities; libraries and other cultural facilities that are 

needed for the continued success of the city.
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PARKS AND RECREATION

Public recreational facilities and programs are developed and administered by the City of Aiken Recreation 

and Parks Department. There are 17 public parks and facilities encompassing over 300 acres in the city. 

These parks range from neighborhood and community parks to athletic facilities and nature preserves. 

Each park and facility offers unique opportunities for recreational activity, making them appealing to a 

variety of park visitors. 

Parks and recreational facilities in  Aiken contain elements of both active and passive recreational areas. 

Active recreational facilities involve the development of facilities for congregating activities such as ball 

fields and/or courts, gymnasiums, playgrounds, swimming pools, etc. Active recreational facilities require 

more space, management, and operating costs than do passive recreational facilities. However, active 

recreational facilities receive increased attention and valuation as significant community assets. Passive 

recreational areas utilize less intensive development and focuses more on preservation of the natural 

resources offered by the area. These passive recreational areas typically contain picnic areas, benches, 

and trails that can be maintained at a relative low-cost compared to that of active recreational areas. 

Also viewed as a community asset, passive recreation facilities provide places of refuge from life in the 

city.

A significant quantity of parks in the city are oriented toward family and sporting activities, making a 

majority of Aiken’s parks oriented toward active recreational pursuits. It should be noted that Aiken’s 

family oriented parks also pull elements of passive recreational facilities as well. Other active recreational 

areas are pulled from Aiken’s parks that offer water oriented activities. The only passive recreational 

opportunities in Aiken’s park system are in its historic and open space parks.

FACILITIES OVERVIEW

CABOOSE GYLES PARK
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CHARLESTON STREET PLAYGROUND
Located at 292 Charleston St SE, the 1.16-acre park offers a playground, basketball courts, swings, and a sandbox. 

CROSLAND PARK PLAYGROUND
Located at 1676 Aldrich St NE, the 0.8-acre park offers a playground, picnic area, basketball court, and a 0.8-

mile foot trail.

EUSTIS PARK PLAYGROUND
Located at 1001 Edgefield Ave, this 7.94-acre park offers a playground, swings, picnic areas, tennis courts, 

basketball courts, and a 0.38-mile foot trail.

HAMMOND / WILLIAMS PARK
Located at 634 Orangeburg St NE, this 1.6-acre park offers a playground, swings, and two grills. 

KALMIA HILL PARK
Located at 3311 Summit Dr, this 2-acre park offers a playground, tennis courts, a basketball court, picnic area, 

swings, and a 0.2-mile foot trail.

KENNEDY COLONY PLAYGROUND
Located at 1402 Redd St SE, this 0.75-acre park provides a playground and basketball courts.

LESSIE B. PRICE AIKEN SENIOR AND YOUTH CENTER
Located at 841 Edgefield Avenue NW, the Lessie B. Price Aiken Senior & Youth Center is a community focal point 

where older adults and youth come together for services and activities. The center hosts regularly scheduled 

social activities, educational, and wellness programs. Activities include various recreational, cultural, and 

creative arts programs.

LIBRARY PARK
Located at 355 York St SE, Library Park is 0.75-acres and provides a playground and picnic area.

GYLES PARK
Located at 412 Park Ave SE, this 1.56-acre park offers swings, picnic areas, and displays a train caboose 

and two train cars.

HOPELANDS GARDENS AND RYE PATCH
Located at 135 Dupree Place, this historic14 acre garden park includes amenities such as a formal rose 

garden, stables and a carriage museum, as well as multiple sand paths and boardwalks through a garden 

of canopy trees and an assortment of flora and foliage. The Gardens also hosts the Aiken Garden Club 

and the Aiken Thoroughbred Racing Hall of Fame and Museum.   

HISTORIC

FAMILY
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SMITH-HAZEL PARK AND SWIMMING POOL
Located at 400 Kershaw St NE, the 4.75-acre Smith-Hazel Park provides an indoor recreation center, 

basketball court, tennis courts, picnic areas, a 0.25-mile walking track, a playground, and swings. The pool 

area additionally provides lifeguards, swim instructors, and picnic areas. The pool is open to the public for 

a small admission fee. 

SPRAYGROUND
The seasonally operated sprayground is located at Citizens Park and provides a water oriented playground.

WATER

CITIZENS PARK SPORTS COMPLEX
Located at 655 Old Airport Rd, this 123.3-acre park is the largest sporting complex in the city. Citizens Park 

contains multiple recreational and multi-use fields, playgrounds, picnic areas, and batting cages.

PERRY MEMORIAL PARK
Located at 720 Abbeville Ave NE, Perry Memorial Park is the third largest in the city at 24 acres. This park 

provides a picnic area, 0.25-mile walking track, soccer goals, baseball/softball backstops, and a 9-hole 

disc golf course.

VIRGINIA ACRES PARK
Located at 1700 Whiskey Rd, Virginia Acres Park is the second largest park in the city at 46 acres. Virginia 

Acres provides picnic areas, playgrounds, swings, a 1-mile walking track, a soccer field, tennis courts, 

outdoor racquetball courts, an 18-hole disc golf course, Odell Weeks Activity Center, and H. Odell Weeks 

Tennis Center.  

SPORT

OPEN SPACE
CAROLINA BAY NATURE PRESERVE
Located on Price Ave, the 24-acre preserve offers an 0.8-mile foot trail around its pond.

PARKS AND RECREATION

OSBON PARK
Located at 346 Columbia Ave, this 1.5-acre park provides a picnic area and a 0.2-mile foot trail.

BEVERLY D. CLYBURN GENERATIONS PARK
Located at 700 Mack Henry Holland Drive, this 20-acre park provides open green space, a picnic shelter with 

six picnic tables, restrooms, a walking trail, and an amphitheater with permenant tiered seating.
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CITIZENS PARK SPORTS COMPLEX
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Citizens ParkCitizens Park Eustis Park

Charleston Street Playground Kennedy Colony Park

Perry Memorial Park Kalmia Hill Park

Smith-Hazel Park Aiken Library Park

Hammond Williams Playground Hopelands Gardens

Northside Park Rye Patch

Crosland Park Carolina Bay Nature Preserve

Osbon Park Virginia Acres Park

Gyles Park, Aiken Visitor Center & Train MuseumGyles Park, Aiken Visitor Center & Train Museum Generations Park
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 FIGURE 6.1  LOCATION OF PUBLIC PARKS AND RECREATIONAL AREAS IN THE CITY OF AIKEN 
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EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES 

Aiken recognizes the influence that the educational system has on economic development within the 

city and larger region. A well regarded school system is a major attraction for families with children looking 

to relocate or stay in an area.  There are currently 9 public schools that include 4 Elementary, 3 Middle 

and 2 High Schools within the city limits. All schools within Aiken County are operated and maintained by 

the Aiken County Public Schools System. 

Continuing to look ahead and to support the Aiken County Public Schools mission for becoming a 

premier school district, Aiken High School expanded its facilities to enhance the learning environment for 

its students. The first phase of expansion included the construction of the new Math and Science Wing, 

Taylor Gym, and Field House. The second phase consisted of three phases. With the completion of phase 

two, the only remaining existing buildings will be those built during phase one.

Expansion Highlights 2017-2020

• Phase 2A, construction of new classrooms, media center, dining hall and business labs 

- $35.8 Million

• Phase 2B, construction of a new auxiliary gym and classrooms for art, sewing and child 

care, culinary arts, ROTC, band and chorus - $14.8 Million

• Phase 2C, construction of a new 720-seat auditorium and a new career technology/

vocational wing

The South Carolina Department of Education rates one of the elementary schools within Aiken as excellent, 

while one is rated average. Two of the middle schools are rated average, while one is rated good. Both 

high schools within the City of Aiken were rated either excellent or good. For continued improvement 

within the school system, Aiken County Public Schools will need to address the lower ratings for the Middle 

Schools. 

A concern that is not reflected in school performance or rating data,  is the large majority of schools within 

the City of Aiken that are listed as Title 1. Of the nine schools within the City of Aiken only one is not listed 

as Title 1. A Title 1 school contains high numbers or percentages of children living in low-income families, 

and qualifies for federal aid to help improve the academic achievement of disadvantaged students. 

FACILITIES OVERVIEW
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NORTH AIKEN ELEMENTARY
2019 Enrollment: 438

State Rating: Average

Title 1: Yes

CHUKKER CREEK ELEMENTARY
2019 Enrollment: 807

State Rating: Good

Title 1: Yes

AIKEN ELEMENTARY
2019 Enrollment: 741

State Rating: Good 

Title 1: Yes

MILLBROOK ELEMENTARY
2019 Enrollment: 546

State Rating: Excellent

Title 1: Yes

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

SCHOFIELD MIDDLE SCHOOL
2019 Enrollment: 547

State Rating: Good

Title 1: Yes

AIKEN INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL
2019 Enrollment: 481

State Rating: Average

Title 1: Yes

MINNIE B. KENNEDY MIDDLE
2019 Enrollment: 854

State Rating: Average

Title 1: Yes

MIDDLE SCHOOLS

AIKEN HIGH SCHOOL
2019 Enrollment: 1,342

State Rating: Good

Title 1: Yes

SOUTH AIKEN HIGH SCHOOL
2019 Enrollment: 1,435

State Rating: Excellent

Title 1: No

HIGH SCHOOLS
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PRE-KINDERGARTEN TO KINDERGARTEN
First Baptist Church Preschool

St. John’s Methodist Kindergarten

First Presbyterian Church Preschool

South Aiken Presbyterian Kindergarten

PREKINDERGARTEN TO 5TH GRADE
Second Baptist Christian Preparatory School

KINDERGARTEN TO 8TH GRADE
St. Mary Help of Christians Catholic School

PRE-KINDERGARTEN TO 12TH GRADE
Mead Hall Episcopal School

South Aiken Baptist Christian School

PRIVATE SCHOOLS

PUBLIC PRIVATE
Population ≥3 years enrolled in school 77.4% 22.6%

Nursery School, Preschool 46.9% 53.1%

Kindergarten to 12th Grade 81.8% 18.2%

Kindergarten 81.3% 18.7%

Elementary: 1st to 4th 70.3% 29.7%

Elementary: 5th to 8th 83.1% 16.9%

High School: 9th to 12th 91.8% 8.2%

3RD TO 8TH GRADE
Lloyd Kennedy Charter School

9TH TO 12TH GRADE
Aiken Performing Arts Academy

CHARTER SCHOOLS

Source: U.S. Census, American Community Survey
 FIGURE 6.2 2020 ENROLLMENT PERCENTAGES AND GRADES OF SCHOOL  AGED CHILDREN, CITY OF AIKEN

EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES 
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HOME SCHOOLING
The Aiken County Public School District contains one of the largest enrollments of home schooled students 

in the State of South Carolina. The State Code of Laws permits parents or guardians to home school their 

children using one of three options. The first option allows parents to home school their children under the 

auspices of a school district, if approved by the board of trustees. The second option provides parents the 

option to home school their children with the support of the South Carolina Association of Independent 

Home Schools. The third option allows parents to choose a home school association which has no fewer 

than fifty members and meets the home school requirements of the State Code of Laws.

OPTION 1 OPTION 2 OPTION 3
Kindergarten 0 0 61

1st Grade 1 2 87

2nd Grade 1 2 77

3rd Grade 0 0 90

4th Grade 0 1 82

5th Grade 1 3 81

6th Grade 0 3 76

7th Grade 1 3 68

8th Grade 0 4 75

9th Grade 0 3 66

10th Grade 0 2 58

11th Grade 0 2 45

12th Grade 0 4 51

All Options Total 3 29 917

 FIGURE 6.3  2019-2020 AIKEN COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT HOME SCHOOL STUDENT ENROLLMENT AND GRADES

Source: SC Department of Education
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The Aiken County Library is the only public library in the city. The library is managed by the Aiken Bambery 

Barnwell Edgefield Regional Library System (ABBE). As part of their library services, ABBE offers book club 

members free limited downloads or digital streaming of movies, TV shows, music, novels, and comics.

LIBRARY
LIBRARY FACILITY

HISTORIC AIKEN COUNTY LIBRARY
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WATER SUPPLY, TREATMENT AND DISTRIBUTION
One of the main purposes of the Community Facilities Element is to identity public services and facilities 

such as water supply, treatment and distribution and analyze how supportive that infrastructure is for 

future population projections and development patterns.

The City of Aiken’s water supply is drawn from six raw sources: 

• Shaw’s Creek, surface water intake on the northeast side of the city

• Shiloh Springs, an infiltration system on the north side

• Pine Log Treatment Plant, groundwater on the south side

• Town Creek Treatment Plant, groundwater on the south side

• Silver Bluff Treatment Plant, groundwater on the south side

• Vale Well, groundwater

The total production capacity of the City of Aiken’s water treatment is 21 million gallons per day (MGD). 

The current average consumption by all users is 6.6 MGD, leaving an estimated 14.4 MG in reserve. The 

highest recorded single day production demand was 14.5 MGD, which, with current capacity, would 

leave 6.5 MGD in reserve. The city also has the capacity to store 2.6 million gallons in elevated tanks and 

600 million gallons in reservoir facilities.

Distribution of the city’s water is accomplished using a system of 473 miles of water lines. To track the 

location and condition of these lines the city uses a GIS based program, InfoMaster by Innovyze, to 

examine each component of the system to prioritize segments for repair and evaluation. Nearly 100% of 

the water lines have been updated and entered into the database. 

There are four (4) major concerns that are currently or will soon be impacting the city. The first is that 8% 

of the water supply infrastructure has reached their projected service life or present a high risk of failure. 

Those areas and communities that are impacted the most by this degraded infrastructure are parts of 

Westwood, SC-19, and portions of the western side of the downtown grid. The second concern is that 

another 75% of water infrastructure that is projected to reach the end of their service life in the next ten 

(10) years or present a medium risk of failure. This will impact a large portion of the downtown system, 

University Parkway, Houndslake County Club, Gem Lake, and Highway 1. The third concern is that an 

undetermined amount of water lines contain asbestos and should be removed.   The fourth concern is the 

amount of buildup in the lines that limit efficiency and capacity.

The major consumers based on usage are Aiken Glassfiber, University of South Carolina Aiken, and Aiken 

Regional Medical Centers.

WATER SYSTEM
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SHILOH SPRINGS
Consisting of a series of underground springs, Shiloh Springs is the city’s oldest water treatment facility. The 

springs have a pumping capacity of 1.5 MGD.

SHAW’S CREEK WATER TREATMENT FACILITY
Shaw’s Creek is an alum flocculation, mixed media filter water treatment facility, with four high service 

pumps piping the finished water into the water system. The maximum capacity of the facility is 8.0 MGD. 

The Mason Branch Reservoir provides 407 million gallons of storage. A substantial, but undetermined, 

amount of groundwater is stored in the sand hills upstream from the Mason Branch Reservoir. 

PINE LOG ROAD WELL
Consisting of three 1,000 gallons per minute wells, the Pine Log Road Wall has a maximum capacity of 4.0 

MGD. The site also contains a 500,000-gallon ground storage reservoir, chemical treatment facilities and 

finished water pumping.

SILVER BLUFF WELL
Constructed in 2014, the Silver Bluff Well is the most recent addition to the City of Aiken’s water supply. 

The facility consists of a 3 MGD well treatment facility with three booster pumps, two wells, and a 750,000 

ground storage tank. 

TOWN CREEK TREATMENT PLANT
The Town Creek Treatment Plant consists or four wells, a treatment facility, a 500,000-gallon ground storage 

reservoir, chemical treatment facilities and finished water pumping. The facility has a maximum capacity 

of 5.0 MGD.

VALE WELL
A groundwater well serving a small group of residents in one of Aiken’s remote areas.

WATER SYSTEM
DISTRIBUTIONS DISTRICTS
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 FIGURE 6.4  LOCATION OF WATER MAINS WITHIN THE CITY OF AIKEN UTILITY SERVICE  AREA
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WASTEWATER COLLECTION AND TREATMENT
Wastewater treatment for the City of Aiken is handled by the Aiken County Public Service Authority 

(ACPSA). The ACPSA has interceptor lines to which the city’s collection system discharges. Charges to 

the city for sewer services are based upon the actual flow delivered to ACPSA’s regional treatment plant. 

Presently the city’s allocated capacity is 7.1 MGD, but produces 4.4 MGD on average. With an average 

of 2.7 MGD of allocated capacity remaining, the city is capable of connecting more users to the system 

before the system’s capacity will need to be expanded. 

Collection of the city’s sewage is currently managed using a system of 335 miles of sewer lines and 77 

lift stations. To record the location and condition of these lines the city utilizes a geographic information 

system (GIS) based program, InfoMaster by Innovyze, to monitor each component of the system and to 

prioritize segments for repair and evaluation. At the present time, over 80% of the city’s sewer lines have 

been reviewed and entered into the database.

The are multiple concerns focusing on the age and integrity of the city’s sewer infrastructure. First, there 

are sixty (60) miles of sanitary sewer lines that were built in the 1920’s and 1930’s, which have exceeded 

their fifty (50) year projected service life. In addition to age, 19% of the sanitary system presents a high risk 

of failure and another 34% shows a medium risk of failure. Those areas that will feel the greatest impact 

from this degrading infrastructure are: the downtown area, horse district, historic district, the Westwood 

community, and west of downtown expanding toward USC Aiken. There is also a large concern over 

intrusion and damage caused by tree roots and cracks in the lines. Damage to the lines could cause a 

major loss in capacity and create environmental clean-up issues surrounding raw sewage leaks. 

The city’s stormwater and sewer infrastructure are separate systems. Stormwater management by the 

city is only provided along the 85 miles of city owned roadway. The city estimates that there are 230 

miles of stormwater pipes for the management of runoff from roads, parking-lots, etc. The stormwater 

infrastructure systemwas entered into the Innovyze database during the 2016-2017 fiscal year. Doing so 

has helped identify the precise location and condition of stormwater lines and provide a prioritization 

method for management and repair.

SEWAGE SYSTEM
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 FIGURE 6.5  LOCATION OF SEWER MAINS WITHIN THE CITY OF AIKEN UTILITY SERVICE AREA
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Source:  Benchmark Planning
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The Department of Public Works provides both solid waste collection services and grounds maintenance 

for public property. To preform these services the department is divided into five divisions: Building and 

Grounds, Solid Waste Administration, Garbage, Recycling, and Yard Waste Collection.

The Building and Grounds division maintains the rights-of-way throughout the city, including the natural 

areas within the downtown parkways. This division is also responsible for the maintenance of the city’s 

landscaping, trees, fountains, irrigation, and Hopelands Gardens.

The Solid Waste Administration division provides special removal pickups for a variety of items such as white 

goods, furniture, e-waste, oil, paint and other accepted items. Other services provided by this division also 

includes street sweeping, mosquito spraying, litter reduction, training and educational programs.

The Public Works Department also provides garbage, recycling, and yard trash removal for the residents 

of the City of Aiken. The Garbage Division collects household waste weekly from 13,100 households. 

Waste is deposited in the Three Rivers Landfill, located south of Jackson, SC. Recycling is also collected 

weekly by the Recycling Division, and deposited in the Dumpster Depot. Like the previous divisions, the 

Yard Waste division collects vegetative materials on a weekly basis, and deposits collected debris in the 

Barden C&D Landfill located in Graniteville, SC.

PUBLIC WORKS
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The Department of Public Safety provides police protection and fire safety services to residents  within the 

City of Aiken, and works with other agencies to provide services outside of the city limits. Public Safety 

Officers are trained to provide law enforcement, fire suppression and emergency medical aid as first 

responders. 

PUBLIC SAFETY

FIRE PROTECTION
There are five (5) fire stations spread throughout the city. Using averages from the past five (5) years, fire 

services receives 2.50 to 2.79 calls per day and has an emergency fire response time ranging from 3:37 

to 4:38 minutes. In part this response time has earned the Aiken Fire Department a National Insurance 

Service Office, Inc. (ISO) Class 2 rating. The ISO rating is used throughout the United States as a means 

to analyze relevant fire protection methods and efficiency. The rating is calculated using the ISO’s Fire 

Suppression Rating Schedule, which assigns a Public Protection Classification from one (1) to ten (10) with 

one (1) being the best.

To better maintain and improve services to the city, it is recommended that a new headquarters be 

constructed to house fire services. The new headquarters should be fitted with updated facility operation 

equipment and technologies to increase efficiency and to better support the staffing capacity.

POLICE PROTECTION
In the past five (5) years the average response time for both emergency and non-emergency for police 

dispatch has ranged from 2:57 to 4:46 minutes. During the past five (5) years the E-911 Dispatch Center 

receives 96.8 to 123.8 calls per day.

The police department provides multiple community outreach programs throughout the year to create 

positive relationship with the residents of Aiken. There are currently twenty-one (21) community outreach 

programs such as Coffee with A Cop, Community Relations Focus Groups, and Mobile Movies Nights.

There are two (2) proposed improvements to police services to better maintain and operate the service 

within the city. The first is to construct a new public safety headquarters. The second is to install new 

software within the new headquarters to increase the efficiency and responsiveness of police dispatch.
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The following strategies are recommended based on their alignment with the Vision and Guiding Principles 

that have been established for the Comprehensive Plan: 

Growth     The City of Aiken will grow in an orderly and efficient manner that enhances equity and 

strengthens the local economy while preserving Aiken’s unique character.

• Prepare and implement an annexation plan with the goal of incorporating all “donut holes” and 

immediately adjacent neighborhoods and commercial areas into the city, with a priority focus on 

areas that are connected to municipal utility services.

• Adopt and enforce utility extension policies that are firm in their requirement for annexation upon 

the receipt of services from the city, or upon meeting all legal requirements for qualification for 

annexation.

• Prepare a long range utility plan that defines the extent of planned water and sewer extensions 

and the timing of capacity improvements. Ensure that the utility plan is consistent with the long-

range transportation plan and other infrastructure planning documents and the city’s Capital 

Improvement Plan.

• Utilize development agreements, tax increment financing, and similar instruments to finance 

necessary infrastructure improvements to facilitate growth while limiting the financial impact on 

the city.

• Consider the use of impact assessments for major development projects that utilize standardized 

formulas to assess the cost of mitigating development related impacts to municipal infrastructure 

and require developers of such projects to contribute to those costs.

Connectivity    The City of Aiken will become a community with strong physical, social and economic 

connections that tie the community together and reinforce a sense of shared responsibility, pride and 

ownership of the city as a whole. 

• Develop a Greenway Masterplan to connect all of the City to City-owned properties north of I-20.

Transformation    The City of Aiken will embrace and facilitate the positive transformation of the community 

through compatible growth, redevelopment, and expansion of economic opportunity. 

• Collaboratively work with property owners and interested developers within key transition areas 

COMMUNITY FACILITIES  ELEMENT STRATEGIES
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to develop plans for public/private partnerships for investing in infrastructure to help facilitate 

development.

Consistency    The City of Aiken will develop and implement policies, programs, and regulations that 

ensure the consistent and equitable delivery of services, quality of development and availability of 

municipal infrastructure throughout the city. 

• Conduct an audit of the provision of city services, with a particular focus on ensuring that 

businesses and residences located outside of the city are not receiving services, such as solid 

waste collection, which they are not paying for.

• Ensure that investments and funding for resident oriented services, such as park development and 

recreational programs, are distributed throughout the city in a manner that equitably reaches the 

entire community.

•  Continue to invest in parks that service the northside and improve connectivity for bike and 

pedestrian access.

Balance     The City of Aiken will become a community that is balanced in all respects, including 

demographically, economically, and in its approach to growth and the environment.

• Continue to direct resources towards parks and recreation programing that fulfills the needs of to 

residents of all ages and abilities.

• Investigate a city-owned recreational facility that has a focus on high school and middle school 

that offer traditional sports recreation, but also include indoor game centers (video games, 

billiards, air hockey, pinball, foosball, ping pong, movie nights, etc.) and food vendors.

• Investigate the implementation of City-owned dog parks.

•  Investigate the use of some parkways for community gardens in areas that may have limited 

access to healthy foods

Investment     The City of Aiken will invest its resources in a manner that ensures that its municipal 

infrastructure, human resources and programs meet both current needs and prepare the city for growth. 

• Provide modern and efficient facilities for all municipal departments and their operations which 

are also designed to accommodate future growth.

• Utilize regular, recurring, sources of funding to finance anticipated infrastructure maintenance 

and capital investment needs.

• Ensure that user fees for municipal services, such as water and sewer, are sufficient to fund known 

maintenance needs.
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• Seek partnerships with community groups, educational institutions, governmental agencies 

and commercial ventures to leverage the planned investments by outside groups to support 

the city’s infrastructure needs, such as recreational facilities.

• Continue to systematically assess the condition and need of community facilities and 

infrastructure in order to prioritize effective and efficient maintenance and/or expansion 

program(s) to ensure a quality system of service delivery.

• Actively participate in regional planning and financing initiatives to ensure that regionally-

funded projects reflect the needs of the City of Aiken.

• Systematically assess the condition and function of transportation infrastructure throughout 

the community in order to prioritize an effective and efficient maintenance and improvement 

program.

• Continue to systematically assess the condition and need of community facilities and 

infrastructure in order to prioritize effective and efficient maintenance and/or expansion 

program(s) to ensure a quality system of service delivery.

Resiliency     The City of Aiken will address natural hazards and their impact on the community.

• Continue to provide areas for shelter in the event of a natural hazard event, including 

warming and cooling stations.
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INTRODUCTION
How does Aiken wish to grow? Will it focus on bringing undeveloped land in the county into its boundaries, 

or  will it pursue redevelopment policies which focus on gaining the most from existing land use patterns? 

In the broadest terms land use planning involves the management and modification of land in the built 

environment wherever that land is located.  For a growing community expanding into green fields the 

types of controls and future land use considerations are different, however, than a community focused 

more on gaining more value from the land within their borders. 

Generally, land use in the US is broken into zoning policy and development standards policy. In an 

established community such as Aiken, broad zoning districts and use categories will not change significantly. 

The city’s residential areas, commercial corridors, and industrial clusters are all well established. Policy 

directed at development standards can be amended; however, to shift the character and quality of that 

development and to add density in ways the community can support. Subdivision and zoning decisions 

not only impact the look and feel of a community at a fundamental level but they make or break a 

community’s ability to become more walkable, bicycle, or alternative transportation viable, all concerns 

mentioned in the community engagement process.

Through the planning process Aiken has expressed an interest in gaining more value from its existing 

land use patterns by focusing more on development standards than zoning. To aid the city in its 

development goals this section of the Comprehensive Plan examines the existing land use patterns 

found in the City of Aiken and the surrounding planning area. Existing land use is the foundation for 

future land use recommendations. As land use decisions are made, with respect to rezoning, subdivision, 

capital investments and other development matters, the information in the land use element serves as 

an advisory resource to staff, officials, and the public so that together they are able to make informed 

development choices.

AGENDA ITEM #(3)

(3) First Reading of an Ordinance to Adopt Updates to the Comprehensive ... Page 229 of 565



|   CITY OF AIKEN150 DRAFT

ELEMENT SEVEN - LAND USE

EXISTING LAND USE
EXISTING LAND USE, CITY OF AIKEN, 2020
Existing land use serves as the foundation for future land use recommendations. The Existing Land Use 

map has been broken into five broad categories of use: undeveloped open spaces or agricultural uses, 

public or institutional uses, commercial uses, industrial uses, and residential uses. All of these uses are 

further delineated in the code. Residential uses for example can be single family districts, multi-family 

zones, manufactured home districts in the county or in Aiken’s special case the residential single family 

horse district, but for the purposes of this map all of these distinctions are painted in a broad yellow brush. 

The aggregate of residential land uses in the City of Aiken accounts for the largest share, with 64% of the 

total acreage. Next, nearly 17% of land in the city is undeveloped or otherwise left as open space. Open 

spaces in the city can be a variety of land uses from wetlands, to buffers between single family homes 

and institutional uses such as golf courses, to sections of Hitchcock Woods located within the city limits. 

Public and Institutional uses in blue consist of 3% of the city’s land. Finally, commercial and industrial uses 

combined account for just over 10% of the acreage in the city. Besides the downtown commercial core, 

commercial uses are found primarily along major road corridors such as Whiskey Road, or along gateway 

corridors into downtown such as Richland Avenue. 

UNDEVELOPED /
AGRICULTURAL

RESIDENTIAL

PUBLIC/INSTITUTIONAL

COMMERCIAL

INDUSTRIAL

ROADS

CITY LIMIT

RAILROAD

Land Use Total Acreage Percentage
Undeveloped / Agricultural 2,545 17%

Residential 9,433 64%

Public/Institutional 491 3%

Commercial 1,345 9%

Industrial 228 2%

Other (roadway and rail corridors) 717 5%

City of Aiken  14,759 100%

Map Key
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Source: Benchmark Planning
 FIGURE 7.1 EXISTING LAND USE MAP,  AIKEN 2020
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EXISTING ZONING

A Institutional / Office
1. Limited Professional (LP)
2. Office / Institutional (O)
3. Planned Institutional (PI)

B Commercial
1. Downtown Business (DB)
2. General Business (GB)
3. Limited Business (LB)
4. Planned Commercial (PC)

C Industrial
1. Industrial (I)
2. Light Industrial (LI)
3. Limited Manufacturing (LM)

D Residential
1. Residential Single-Family (RS-15, RS-10)
2. Residential Manufactured Home (RSM)
3. Planned Residential (PR)

E High Density Residential
1. Residential Single-Family (RS-8, RS-6)
2. Residential Multifamily Low-Density (RML)
3. Residential Multifamily High-Density (RMH)

F Residential / Equestrian
1. Residential Single-Family / Stable (RSS)
2. Residential Sing-Family / Horses (RSH)
3. Horse District (HD)

COMMERCIAL

RESIDENTIAL

INSTITUTIONAL/OFFICE

INDUSTRIAL

HIGH DENSITY RESIDENTIAL
RESIDENTIAL/EQUESTRIAN

ROADS

CITY LIMIT
RAILROAD

Map Key

Zoning ordinances are meant to separate potentially conflicting land uses and to implement the goals of 

the future land map as set forth by the comprehensive planning process. Zoning includes the development 

regulations by zone and parcel maps by zone. The main purpose of zoning is to divide a municipality 

into residential, commercial, and industrial districts (or zones), that are for the most part separate from 

one another, with the use of property within each district being reasonably uniform. As concerns for 

more walkable and pedestrian friendly communities have risen the scale of land use zones has come 

into question, but in general commercial is still separated from residential and both of these zones are 

separated from industrial. The Zoning Map depicts Aiken’s main zoning categories.

Within these three main types of districts there are usually additional restrictions that are very detailed. 

For structures these restrictions often dictate the types of buildings allowed, the number of buildings on 

a parcel, or controls on structure size and height for example. For parcels the zoning code often covers 

frontage of lots, set backs, off-street parking, parking ratios, the number of buildings on a parcel etc. While 

zones for broad categories of residential, commercial, and industrial are unlikely to change significantly 

within established communities such as Aiken, the devil is in the details, and it is these specific controls 

where measures can be introduced to ensure Aiken’s character, the quality of its development in certain 

areas and the walkability of its neighborhoods and commercial corridors.

Additionally, in areas of historic or cultural significance, zoning regulations may require that key features 

be preserved. In Aiken’s case these zones include the historic downtown core and the unique Equestrian 

Residential district.

EXISTING ZONING, CITY OF AIKEN, 2020
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 FIGURE 7.2 EXISTING ZONING, AIKEN 2020
Source: City of AIken Planning Department
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EXISTING LAND USE
EXISTING LAND USE, AIKEN COUNTY STUDY AREA, 2016

Land Use Total Acreage Percentage
Undeveloped / Agricultural 24,470 45.1%

Residential 18,231 33.6%

Public/Institutional 3,558 6.6%

Commercial 1,908 3.5%

Industrial 1,781 3.3%

Large Lot Residential 4,260 7.9%

Study Area 54,212 100%

LARGE LOT RESIDENTIAL

PUBLIC/INSTITUTIONAL

COMMERCIAL

INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL

UNDEVELOPED / AGRICULTURAL ROADS

STUDY AREA BOUNDARY

RAILROAD

CITY LIMIT

Land use in the Aiken study area has a different composition than the city. The aggregate of residential 

uses in the study area still composes a large percentage of the area, with nearly 22,500 acres of land in 

use for residential purposes (41.5% of the total).  This statistic includes large lot residential parcels of 10 

acres or more, which are common in the outer portions of the study area. The largest amount of acreage 

in the study area  is comprised of undeveloped and agricultural land, representing 45% of the total land 

area. These undeveloped parcels have a mean parcel size of 13 acres. The share of the acreage devoted 

to industrial use also increases in the study area, from just half a percent within the city to a total of 3.3 

percent within the entire comprehensive plan study area.

Map Key
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 FIGURE 7.3 EXISTING LAND USE, AIKEN COUNTY STUDY AREA, 2016

Source: Benchmark Planning
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AGRICULTURAL SITES
AGRICULTURE SITES, AIKEN COUNTY STUDY AREA, 2016-2020
There are 140 parcels of agricultural lands representing 5,154 acres within the Aiken Study area. The 

study area is the portion of the county adjacent to Aiken within the Sewer and Utility District. When the 

undeveloped and agriculture land use categories are reduced to  just agricultural sites, the mean parcel 

size of these agricultural parcels rises considerably to 36 acres. These agricultural lands tend to be well 

draining and relatively flat and are more prone to development pressures.

Many of these agricultural site cluster on the eastern side of Aiken. Large agricultural sites nearest Whiskey 

Road in this cluster are likely to be developed.

AGRICULTURAL SITES

STUDY AREA

AIKEN CITY LIMITS

Map Key

AGRICULTURE LOCATION AVAILABLE FOR DEVELOPMENT 
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 FIGURE 7.4 AGRICULTURE, AIKEN COUNTY STUDY AREA, 2016-2020
Source: Benchmark Planning
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PARCEL DENSITY
ENTIRE STUDY AREA, 2020
This Parcel Density Map provides a measure of land use intensity regardless of the population inhabiting 

the land. Parcel density is based on mean parcel size and is broken in this map into five types of parcels: 

over 10 acres, 3-10 acres, 1-3 acres, 0.5- 1 acres and parcels with less than 0.5 acres. 

Parcel density maps are considered a better indicator of land use intensity than raw population density, 

since population measures do not easily account for the impacts of non-residential commercial and 

industrial development in an area. 

Less than 0.5 acre parcels tend to be more urban dimensions and are also less likely to be commercial or 

industrial. Ten acres or more tend to be rural. These large acreages, if well situated on corridors or other 

development attractors, tend to be the sites most prone to development of all kinds. 

3 TO 10 ACRES

0.5 TO 1 ACRE

+10 ACRES

1 TO 3 ACRES

LESS THAN 0.5 ACRE

PARCEL SIZE
ROADS

RAILROAD

CITY LIMIT

STUDY AREA

Map Key

Parcel size Total Acreage Percentage
+10 Acres 33,208 59.9%

3 to 10 Acres 8,636 15.6%

1 to 3 Acres 5,565 10.0%

0.5 to 1 Acres 4,008 7.2%

Less Than 0.5 Acres 4,060 7.3%

Study Area 55,477 100%
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 FIGURE 7.5 PARCEL DENSITY,  AIKEN COUNTY STUDY AREA
Source: Benchmark Planning
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DEVELOPMENT TYPES
CITY OF AIKEN, 2020
The Development Types Map breaks the city’s land use pattern into three broad categories:  Residential 

Development, Non-residential development and Non-Developed areas. These broad areas can serve as 

a proxy for areas that are likely to change or where change can be directed and areas that are unlikely 

to change or where stability should be encouraged. 

Generally residential areas in yellow, which represent Aiken’s neighborhoods and non-developed areas 

in green, which tend to be open spaces should have a regulatory framework oriented towards stability. 

The commercial areas, however, are likely to see the greatest change. These are also the areas where 

large amounts of tax base are generated, where citizens mingle, and commerce is conducted. While 

historic neighborhoods can reflect a community’s character, it is the commercial zones that are most 

visible and where both residents and visitors make there strongest impressions of a community. As places 

of commerce, however, it is also important to ensure that regulations do not impair a parcel’s economic 

function. Striking a balance between community character and economic function was a key concern 

in both stakeholder interviews and citizen engagement in Aiken.  

Finally, there is increasing evidence that modern zoning and development standards are impacting not 

just the walkability of cities but also the fiscal sustainability of commercial zones, when regulations such 

as setbacks or parking requirements erode the ratio of tax producing land to public requirements. Just 

as with the issue of walkability, stormwater runoff, or a host of issues impacted by development patterns, 

one parcel excessively zoned is not a problem, but in the aggregate these parcels can add up to an 

unwalkable, unsustainable, and often a fiscally impaired urban environment. As the commercial  areas of 

Aiken change, it will be important to have a land use plan and regulatory framework that allows them to 

evolve into not just more walkable and sustainable systems but also fiscally sound development patterns.

RESIDENTIAL 
DEVELOPMENT

NON-RESIDENTIAL 
DEVELOPMENT

NON-DEVELOPED

ROADS

CITY LIMIT
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Map Key
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 FIGURE 7.6  DEVELOPMENT TYPES, CITY OF AIKEN, 2020
Source: Benchmark Planning
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TRANSITION AREAS
TRANSITION AREAS CITY OF AIKEN, 2016-2020
 FIGURE 7.7  AREAS OF TRANSITION CITY OF AIKEN, 2016-2020

Source: Benchmark Planning
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The primary area of concern along the Whiskey 

Road Corridor is the mall redevelopment site and 

adjacent parcels. It is in this area that the city can 

create a walkable addition to Aiken’s character, 

but only with careful attention to subdivision and 

zoning policy. Of secondary importance are the 

northern stretches of the corridor.

Downtown Aiken can be divided into its core 

and its periphery. As the city seeks to expand 

what makes it unique while adding amenities and 

businesses, guiding change in the periphery of the 

current downtown is a greater concern that in the 

core. 

The university and medical campuses in Northwest 

Aiken are also prime opportunities to create a 

recognizable node in the city with its own character. 

The core of this area is the large campuses of both 

institutions. The large adjoining parcels to these 

campuses also present opportunities, if developed 

in a way to connect and define this area as a 

destination.  

Whiskey Rd. Transition Area

Downtown Transition Area

University Transition Area

Based on previous plans, stakeholder interviews, community engagement, and the land use and zoning analysis in this element, there are 

six areas of transition in which the plan recommends more attention to land use and zoning policy. These areas each have a primary and 

secondary area of concern. These areas include: the Whiskey Road transition area, the Downtown Aiken transition area, the University 

transition area, the North Side transition area, the North West Aiken transition area and the East Side transition area.

1a. South Whiskey Rd.
(Mall Redevelopment Site)

58 parcels
200 acres

1b. North Whiskey Rd.
148 parcels
250 acres

2b. Downtown Core

2a. Downtown Periphery

260 parcels
70 acres

1089 parcels
275 acres

3a. Campus Parcels

3b. Large Adjacent Parcels
8 parcels
450 acres

71 parcels
500 acres

5. North West Aiken 205 parcels
805 acres

4. North Side 253 parcels
1590 acres

6. East Side 
50 parcels
452 acres

During the Comprehensive Plan community 

engagement period, it was noted that this area 

has the potential to be further developed with a 

less intensive character of additional equestrian 

and agricultural uses, and low-density residential 

developments.

East Side Transition Area

North Side Transition Area
This area expands upon the North Aiken Character 

Area by including both the York Street/Columbia 

Highway and Laurens Street/Edgefield Highway 

corridors.

North West Aiken Transition Area
Large, undeveloped tracts along the northwest 

periphery of the city are prime opportunities to 

create a unique character along the University 

Parkway corridor. 
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FUTURE LAND USE
FUTURE LAND USE, CITY OF AIKEN, 2016 - 2020
The Future Land Use map informs community decisions about real estate development, economic growth, 

and open space. Typically the Future Land Use Map insures that there is enough land covering all land 

use categories and in the proper locations to accommodate growth. Land use considerations of this type 

are at a macro, community wide scale of intervention.

In an established community like Aiken, most broad brush land use categories such as residential, 

commercial, or industrial will not change significantly. Still, there are a myriad of opportunities to influence 

the character and quality of parcels and how they interact with each other through more micro level, 

neighborhood and site scales of land use intervention. These standards include options such as reduced 

setback requirements, parking maximums rather than minimums, build to lines and other site control 

devices. 

What is appropriate in one area of the city, however, will not necessarily be the right intervention in 

another. Downtown is not the same us the campus area of Northwest Aiken, which is not the same as 

South Aiken, or the city’s many residential areas and so forth. To avoid spot zoning the first step is to 

thoughtfully designate the areas where different sets of controls should be applied and the vision the city 

hopes to realize in each area. Well considered controls in the right areas can both enhance community 

amenities and property values in the aggregate, striking a balance between individual property rights 

and collective property interests. To this aim the plan recommends that the city focus its regulatory policy 

on the six key areas of transition: Whiskey Road, the periphery of  Downtown Aiken, East Aiken, North Side, 

the USC Aiken Campus area and the Northwest of the city.
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 FIGURE 7.8  FUTURE LAND USE MAP, CITY OF AIKEN, 2016 - 2020

Source: Benchmark Planning
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CHARACTER AREAS
LAND USE CHARACTER AREAS, CITY OF AIKEN 2016
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 FIGURE 7.9 LAND USE CHARACTER AREAS, CITY OF AIKEN, 2016

Source: Benchmark Planning
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The character of Aiken’s Historic District and downtown core is well established. Other areas of the city, 

however, also have character which can be improved and nurtured for a more walkable and quality 

environment. 

Areas designated by the Comprehensive Plan include: The Whiskey Road Corridor, the Northwest Campus 

Area, the intersection of Route 1 and 118 in North Aiken, and the periphery of the downtown retail core 

which is not in the historic district overlay. Each of these areas has its own special needs and assets. Area 

plans for each character area are recommended as a next step to this plan.  

1. UNIVERSITY PARKWAY AREA

2. NORTH AIKEN CHARACTER AREA

 3. DOWNTOWN CHARACTER AREA

4. WHISKEY ROAD CHARACTER AREA

HISTORIC DISTRICT
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CHARACTER AREAS
LAND USE CHARACTER AREAS, CITY OF AIKEN 2020
 FIGURE 7.9 LAND USE CHARACTER AREAS, CITY OF AIKEN, 2020

Source: Benchmark Planning, City of Aiken Planning Depatment
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5. NORTH SIDE CHARACTER AREA

6. NORTHWEST CHARACTER AREA

7. EAST SIDE CHARACTER AREA

Additional chacacter areas designated by the 2023 Comprehensive Plan Update include: The North side 

Character Area, the Northwest Character Area, and the East Side Character. Each of these areas has its 

own special needs and assets. Area plans for each character area are recommended as a next step to 

this plan.  

The North Side Character Area includes both the York Street/Columbia Highway and Laurens Street/

Edgefield Highway Corridors. The Northwest Character Area is concentrated along the University Parkway 

Corridor and the East Side Character Area is split into two sections: Rudy Mason Parkway centered on the 

area around the Aiken Steeplechase facility, and East Pine Log Road between the intersections of Old 

Wagener Road and Old Airport Road.
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DOWNTOWN CHARACTER AREA
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 FIGURE 7.10 DOWNTOWN CHARACTER AREA, CITY OF AIKEN, 2016
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Source: Benchmark Planning
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Downtown can be subdivided into two areas, the core and its periphery. The core includes the commercial 

and institutional uses centered on Laurens Street and Richland Avenue. The periphery of downtown 

includes blocks surrounding the core that retain Downtown Aiken’s historic 350’ by 600’ block structure as 

well as uses along portions of key downtown corridors that serve as gateways to downtown. Blocks inside 

the historic district overlay are not included in this character area; however, roughly half of this character 

area is inside the Old Aiken Overlay District.  As in the Downtown Historic District, exterior building and site 

improvements in the Overlay are subject to review by the Design Review Board.

Next steps for this area include conducting an updated vision and policies to achieve it. Past plans 

that could serve as the basis for an updated downtown vision are the Old Aiken Master Plan from 2005. 

Particular concerns for this area include adding housing options and commercial options of interest 

to young professionals and families, addressing landscaping concerns and standards of the historic 

parkways, and addressing regulatory hurdles that impede adaptive reuse or infill development.  

While the Comprehensive Plan cannot be a detailed area plan or urban design master plan for downtown, 

by defining the boundaries of this area and broad goals the Comprehensive Plan provides a necessary 

first step for infusing downtown’s development with Aiken’s new priorities. 

The Downtown Zoning District has been expanded eastward along Barnwell, Richland and Park Streets 

to Williamsburg Street. However, the character of this expansion area is quite different than that of a 

traditional downtown.  While a wider variety of uses in this area is possible, issues of incompatibility have 

arisen between new development and the existing area character, such as a taller possible building 

height, lack of buffers between new commercial and existing residential uses, and the lack of parking 

options outside the traditional downtown area. A second, less intensive Downtown Zoning District would 

be more compatible with the existing character of the area. Additionally, areas north of the Old Aiken 

Overlay and Downtown Business District consist of older and smaller, but architecturally interesting, 

homes. Some consideration should be taken to determine an appropriate mechanism to protect the 

architectural character of the area as it is redeveloped.
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 FIGURE 7.11  WHISKEY ROAD CHARACTER AREA, CITY OF AIKEN, 2016
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Source: Benchmark Planning
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The Whiskey Road area is split into two sections: North Whiskey Road centered on the intersections of 

Pine Log Road and Whiskey Road, and South Whiskey Road centered on the area around the Aiken 

Mall redevelopment site. Since commercial areas are the most susceptible to change, the boundaries 

were drawn to take in the most commercial property as possible. Since safe connections to parks and 

schools across Whiskey Road are also an important consideration for this area, these institutional uses 

were included with in the boundary. After better defining the Whiskey Road sub areas, a vision, broad 

policies to achieve that vision, and next steps for study can be determined.

Future Study of the Corridor should review both the road and the link to land use along it. A pedestrian 

and bicycle-friendly Aiken were strong sentiments from the public engagement process. To achieve 

those goals, however, will require policy that does not only improve the road with interventions such as 

lane width reductions or safe crossings at key locations, but also policy that impacts the parcels along the 

corridor. For example, walkable block patterns are considered those which have perimeters of 2,000 feet 

or less.  At 1,900 feet, blocks in Downtown Aiken are already at the upper end of this standard. Whiskey 

Road, however, is defined by excessively large parcels that come together to form unwalkable super 

blocks. As Whiskey Road’s large commercial sites redevelop, as is currently underway at the mall, plans 

that either re-subdivide the land to enhance walkability, create inter parcel connectivity or other such 

interventions could begin to address this land use problem.

Far too often land use and transportation plans are not only poorly aligned with each other but also 

poorly aligned with the fiscal impacts of their decisions. Transportation planning that reflexively widens 

roads to alleviate traffic may add the public good of traffic throughput, but, if it degrades the walkability 

or character of an area, it can also decrease long term property values and tax base. Land use policy 

can also be fiscally problematic. Parking minimums for example, while providing the amenity of free and 

easy parking can also disrupt the balance between the amount of land that is tax producing and the 

amount dedicated to mandated amenities. For communities whose boundaries are set, this is not a small 

issue, since tax base primarily gets expanded by increasing the value of existing land rather than annexing 

huge areas whose new development can offset the decline of land in a community’s interior. Aiken can 

annex areas to improve its balance sheet, but it will also need to carefully rethink how development is 

occurring within its boundaries. Area plans like the Whiskey Road Corridor Study should be held not just 

to the highest land use and transportation standards but also should be carefully reviewed for their fiscal 

impacts. A detailed urban design master plan for Whiskey Road,that defines the vision for this area and 

policies to achieve it is recommended.
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UNIVERSITY PARKWAY CHARACTER AREA
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 FIGURE 7.12  UNIVERSITY PARKWAY CHARACTER AREA, CITY OF AIKEN, 2016
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Source: Benchmark Planning
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The University Parkway character area includes the USC Aiken and Aiken Regional Medical Center 

campuses, which are located across from each other on University Parkway. Surrounding these 

campuses are a mix of large undeveloped tracts of land and a variety of uses that have been developed 

independently in support of these major institutions. In order to take advantage of the built-in economic 

strengths that the area has, with its larger student and employee base, the ongoing development of the 

area needs to be undertaken in a manner that enhances the physical and aesthetic linkages of the built 

environment. 

The focus in this character area is different than in Downtown  Aiken or Whiskey Road. Designed as 

cohesive campuses, the two large parcels in the area’s core are pedestrian friendly; the goal should 

be to ensure that the large parcels in this area’s periphery are developed in a way that enhances the 

pedestrian, bicycle, and thus student friendly environment already emerging in the area. Policy should 

insist that as these parcels are developed they are kept to high pedestrian standards internally and that 

they safely connect to each other and to the campuses at the area’s core. 

Another consideration is how to align the real estate development of this area with economic development 

policy that creates synergy between the university and industry that might be attracted to it. Creating a 

great place in northwest Aiken with a unified urban design master plan is not necessarily at the top of the 

list of policies that enhance this synergy, but it is certainly on that list ,and a way that the Comprehensive 

Plan can promote the ongoing economic and  physical development of the University Parkway area. 
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NORTH AIKEN CHARACTER AREA
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 FIGURE 7.13  NORTH AIKEN CHARACTER AREA, CITY OF AIKEN, 2016
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Source: Benchmark Planning
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This character area is a small section of North Aiken at the intersection of US Highway 1 and SC Highway 

118. This area is much smaller than Downtown Aiken, University Parkway, and Whiskey Road, but provides 

vital services to the neighborhoods around it. Like Whiskey Road, development at this location suffers 

from unwalkable design and dimension standards. As the primary northern gateway into the city, this 

character area provides one of the first impressions of the city to first time visitors. The lack of a cohesive 

character and a general disparity with the quality of the built environment seen elsewhere in the city puts 

this area at a competitive disadvantage. 

Developing a unified vision and establishing goals for improving the form and function of the built 

environment and transportation linkages in this area will help to spur positive transformation. As a high-

traffic area, and a major gateway into the city, this area contains prime real estate which has been 

undervalued. With additional public and private investments in improving the aesthetic quality of the 

area will come opportunities for greater economic growth. In order to achieve a revitalization of this area, 

it is recommended that the City work with property owners and surrounding neighborhoods to develop a 

master plan that will detail a new vision for this important gateway and commercial hub for north Aiken. 
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NORTH SIDE CHARACTER AREA
 FIGURE 7.13  NORTH AIKEN CHARACTER AREA, CITY OF AIKEN, 2020

Source: Benchmark Planning; City of Aiken Planning Department
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This area expands upon the North Aiken Character Area by including both the York Street/Columbia 

Highway and Laurens Street/Edgefield Highway corridors.  Both corridors serve as primary northern 

gateways into the City, giving first impressions of the City to traveling motorists.  The transportation and 

utility investments in this area spurs urban development at it continues to expand northward towards 

I-20.  Additional residential, commercial and light industrial development would benefit from a cohesive 

character of the built environment.

During the Comprehensive Plan community engagement period, it was noted that this area would benefit 

from another east-west connector between Columbia Highway and Edgefield Highway.  Currently, 

Edgefield Highway has 2.25 miles and Columbia Highway has nearly 3 miles between such connecting 

routes.  As the area develops, opportunities for interconnections between developments and adjacent 

tracts should be sought.
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NORTH WEST CHARACTER AREA
 FIGURE 7.13  NORTH WEST AIKEN CHARACTER AREA, CITY OF AIKEN, 2020

Source: Benchmark Planning; City of Aiken Planning Department
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Large, undeveloped tracts along the northwest periphery of the city are prime opportunities to create a 

unique character along the University Parkway corridor.  The large adjoining parcels between the county 

government center and the university and medical campuses present opportunities to develop in a way 

to connect and define this area between these institutions.

As with the North Character Area, the transportation and utility investments in this area spur urban 

development.  During the Comprehensive Plan community engagement period, it was noted that this 

area would benefit from having mixed-used development instead of commercial strip development, with 

commercial uses relegated within the interior of a mixed-use project with the primary intent to serve the 

residents of the development or nearby residential uses.
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EAST SIDE CHARACTER AREA
 FIGURE 7.13  EAST SIDE AIKEN CHARACTER AREA, CITY OF AIKEN, 2020

Source: Benchmark Planning; City of Aiken Planning Department
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This area is split into two sections: Rudy Mason Parkway centered on the area around the Aiken Steeplechase 

facility, and East Pine Log Road between the intersections of Old Wagener Road and Old Airport Road.  

The Steeplechase area includes several large undeveloped tracts with limited access to sanitary sewer.  

The 2050 Metropolitan Transportation Plan calls for the Parkway to be expanded from two to four lanes.  

However, during the Comprehensive Plan community engagement period, it was noted that this area 

has the potential to be further developed with a less intensive character of additional equestrian and 

agricultural uses, and low-density residential developments.  In addition to the Horse District (RSH) and 

Stable District (RSS) along the southern edge of Downtown, another distinct zoning district geared to large 

lot or mixed use equestrian and residential uses should be considered.

Higher intensity non-residential uses should be kept to the area south of the Steeplechase facility, which 

already has a variety of industrial and commercial uses.  This area has established public infrastructure 

along Charleston Highway and East Pine Log and should continue to experience steady growth.  

Establishing goals that identify the desired form and function of the built environment in this area would 

help to spur positive development of the remaining undeveloped parcels in this area.
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The following strategies are recommended based on their alignment with the Vision and Guiding Principles 

that have been established for the Comprehensive Plan: 

Growth    The City of Aiken will grow in an orderly and efficient manner that enhances equity and 

strengthens the local economy while preserving Aiken’s unique character.

• Prepare and implement an annexation plan with the goal of incorporating all “donut holes” and 

immediately adjacent neighborhoods and commercial areas into the city, with a priority focus on 

areas that are connected to municipal utility services.

• Adopt and enforce utility extension policies that are firm in their requirement for annexation upon 

the receipt of services from the city, or upon meeting all legal requirements for qualification for 

annexation.

• Prepare or update small area plans for each distinct area of the city to provide detailed land use 

and development character guidance for each of the city’s neighborhoods and commercial 

activity areas. The highest priority for plan development and updates should be given to areas 

experiencing the greatest growth pressure. These area-specific plans should be reviewed and 

updated following each major review and update of the Comprehensive Plan

• Jointly plan with Aiken County to define, on a periodic basis, an “urban growth area” for the City 

of Aiken, within which Aiken County would defer rezoning property to suburban or urban densities 

without the agreement of the city.

• Review and revise the city’s zoning ordinance, zoning map and subdivision regulations to ensure 

that the regulatory environment meets the city’s goals for facilitating high quality growth.

• Investigate new zoning district requirements for the downtown, downtown periphery, and 

equestrian properties on the eastside that will guide quality development in these rapidly growing 

areas.

• Pursue major corridor overlay districts to guide quality gateway redevelopment.

• Promote nodal development instead of strip commercial uses

Connectivity      The City of Aiken will become a community with strong physical, social and economic 

connections that tie the community together and reinforce a sense of shared responsibility, pride and 

ownership of the city as a whole. 

•  Expand community branding to all parts of the City, which could include flower beds, flags, 

statuary, murals, fountains and holiday exhibits

LAND USE ELEMENT STRATEGIES
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Transformation     The City of Aiken will embrace and facilitate the positive transformation of the community 

through compatible growth, redevelopment, and expansion of economic opportunity. 

• Review and realign the zoning map to ensure consistency with the city’s development goals and 

reduce regulatory and procedural barriers to growth.

• Adopt and utilize economic incentives and other policies to help focus development and 

redevelopment activity into areas of the city that are primed for transformation.

• Collaboratively work with property owners and interested developers within key transition areas 

to develop plans for public/private partnerships for investing in infrastructure to help facilitate 

development.

• Prioritize the creation or updating of detailed master plans for the following areas: the Whiskey 

Road Corridor, the University Parkway area, the intersection of US 1 and Highway 118, and update 

the Old Aiken Master Plan to address the ongoing growth and expansion of the downtown 

commercial core.

• Develop incentives for the reuse and repurposing of legacy commercial sites and shopping 

centers along the city’s major road corridors.

• Continue to implement design regulations in the historic portions of the city to ensure that the 

aesthetic quality of the city’s historic downtown and neighborhoods are not negatively impacted 

by redevelopment activity. 

• Continue to support the development of new residential units in the downtown core and along 

the periphery of downtown through incentive based programs and a favorable regulatory 

environment.

Consistency    The City of Aiken will develop and implement policies, programs, and regulations that 

ensure the consistent and equitable delivery of services, quality of development and availability of 

municipal infrastructure throughout the city. 

• Coordinate with Aiken County to adopt and enforce development regulations that standardize 

key elements of the character of future development along major road corridors leading into the 

City of Aiken.

• Enhance the city’s development regulations to ensure that requirements for high-quality 
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development are generally applicable throughout the city instead of being narrowly, inconsistently 

or subjectively applied to individual sites as they are developed.

Balance     The City of Aiken will become a community that is balanced in all respects, including 

demographically, economically, and in its approach to growth and the environment.

• Reduce regulatory / procedural barriers and implement development incentives as part of the 

review and revision of the Zoning Ordinance with the goal of encouraging and supporting a mix 

of housing types throughout the city that meets the needs of a population that is diverse in terms 

of age, family structure and income.

Investment     The City of Aiken will invest its resources in a manner that ensures that its municipal 

infrastructure, human resources and programs meet both current needs and prepare the city for growth. 

Resiliency     The City of Aiken will address natural hazards and their impact on the community.

• Pursue Zoning Ordinance enhancements to encourage higher densities with more open space 

and adequate buffers between development and flood prone areas.

• Strengthen National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) review processes and developer education 

of flood mitigation rules.

AGENDA ITEM #(3)

(3) First Reading of an Ordinance to Adopt Updates to the Comprehensive ... Page 266 of 565



ELEMENT EIGHT
TRANSPORTATION

AGENDA ITEM #(3)

(3) First Reading of an Ordinance to Adopt Updates to the Comprehensive ... Page 267 of 565



AGENDA ITEM #(3)

(3) First Reading of an Ordinance to Adopt Updates to the Comprehensive ... Page 268 of 565



COMPREHENSIVE PLAN   |  189DRAFT

ELEMENT EIGHT - TRANSPORTATION

INTRODUCTION
The transportation element provides a baseline review of transportation facilities, including major road 

improvements, new road construction, public transit, bicycle and pedestrian projects and other elements 

of the transportation network. 

Throughout the public engagement process a number of transportation challenges were discussed. When 

asked what the city’s primary transportation challenges a general consensus fell on issues surrounding 

traffic conditions, public transportation, and multi-modal transportation. Specifically, with regard to the 

public engagement process, the therm “traffic conditions” is intended to reflect a wide spectrum of 

traffic concerns, including but not limited to; pedestrian accessibility, traffic safety, infrastructure capacity, 

age and condition of transportation infrastructure, and traffic congestion. In reflection of this consensus, 

it was also identified that the public was particularly concerned with traffic conditions in the Whiskey 

Road Corridor. However, improvements to bicyle lanes, pedestrian crossings, as well as improved public 

transportation were also common responses in the public process.
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TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENTS
A number of planning documents by both local and regional entities with direct or indirect influence on 

the transportation system within the City of Aiken have been previously developed.  A review of these 

documents was conducted to better understand current transportation conditions in the city and to 

identify funded and planned transportation improvements.  The reviewed documents are listed below.

• The City of Aiken’s 2008 Comprehensive Land Use and Transportation Plan

• The City of Aiken’s 2012 Northside Transportation Study

• The 2012 Aiken County Urbanized Area Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan

• Augusta Regional Transportation Study (ARTS) 2040 Long Range Transportation Plan adopted in 

2015

• Augusta Regional Transportation Study (ARTS) 2050 Metropolitain Transportation Plan - adopted 

in 2020

FUNDED PROJECTS
The ARTS MPO has prepared the Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) for 2050. This MTP document is the 

official multimodal transportation plan developed and adopted through the metropolitan transportation 

planning process for the ARTS MPO. Updated every 5 years, the MTP envisions and evaluates what the 

ARTS planning area would look like in the next 10, 20, or 30 years. The MTP  recommends transportation 

projects to improve, maintain, and operate roadways and bridges, public transit, aviation, freight, multi-

use trails, and sidewalks. To be eligible for federal funding, projects must be in the MTP first then in the 

Transportation Improvement Program (TIP).

MTP and Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) are interchangeable terms, and the ARTS MPO prefers 

to use MTP from this update onwards. The ARTS MPO approved its 2040 LRTP in 2015 which served as the 

basis for this MTP update. While some priorities from the 2040 LRTP have changed or been met since 2015, 

many of the original priorities remain. 

Using the results from the Project Prioritization Tool and adding an element for multi-modal transportation 

investment to incorporate elements of the 2012 Aiken County Urbanized Area Bicycle and Pedestrian 

Plan, the ARTS 2050 MTP includes long-range and short-range strategies and actions that lead to the 

development of an integrated multimodal transportation system in the ARTS planning area. In addition, 

the 2050 MTP.
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In the ARTS 2050 LRTP, twelve (12) projects in and around the City of Aiken were ranked Tier 1 priority funding for 

committed projects in the 2021-2024 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). These projects are programmed to 

commence preliminary engineering, right-of-way acquisition, or construction during the 2021-2024 planning period. 

For the City of Aiken these projects include:

• Capacity improvements: Powderhouse- South Centennial Ave  Connector from Whiskey Road to Powderhouse 

Road

• Saftey improvements: SC 19 (Laurens Street) at SC 118 (Rutland Drive); E. Pine Log at Charleston Hwy; Rudy 

Mason Pkwy at Wire Rd.; Rudy Mason Pkwy at Wagener Rd

• Freight corridor improvements on U.S. 78

• Operational improvements: Richland Avenue West and University Parkway Interection; York St./Columbia 

Hwy and Rutland Ave/Aldrich S

• Roadway Widening: Charleston Highway from SC 302 (Pine Log Road) to S-507 (Old Dibble Road); University 

Parkway (S-2131) from US 1/US 78 Richland Avenue to SC 118, widen from 3 to 5 lanes; Wagener Road from 

US 78 to S-260 (Wright’s Mill Road), widen from 2 to 4 lanes;

• Railroad Improvements; Norfolk Southern at Park Avenue SE/WIlliamsburg Lane/ Staubes Lane

FIRST TIER

The City of Aiken was also ranked with three (3) projects listed as tier 2 priority. Tier 2 projects are programed to 

commence in the medium-range planning horizon between 2025 and 2034. The projects listed during this period 

include:

• Roadway Widening: University Parkway (S-2131) from US 1/US 78 Richland Avenue to SC 118, widen from 3 to 

5 lanes; Wagener Road from US 78 to S-260 (Wright’s Mill Road), widen from 2 to 4 lanes; Rudy Mason Parkway 

from S-912 (North of Willow Run Road) to S-783 (North of Old Wagener Road), widen from 2 to 4 lanes

SECOND TIER

The final project tier identified by the ARTS 2050 LRTP includes projects that span the 2035 to 2050 planning period. The 

City of Aiken and nearby areas contain eight (8) projects that were identified with tier 3 priority.

• Bridge Work: S-2-180 at abandoned railroad at Fairfield Street in Aiken; S-2-166 at NS Railroad at Union Street 

in Aiken 

• Intersection Improvements: US 78 (Charleston Highway) from SC-302 (East Pine Log Rd) to Aiken/Barnwell 

county line

• Saftey Improvements: SC 118 Bell Pkwy at Trolley Line safety improvements; SC 191 (Main) at SC 421(Augusta)

• Frieght Corridor improvements on U.S. 78

• Operational Improvements: Huntsman Dr between Pine Log Rd & Hitchcock Pkwy; Whiskey Road additional 

curb and gutter, plantable median islands from Pine Log Road to Powderhouse Road

THIRD TIER
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 FIGURE 8.1  ARTS 2040 LRTP FUNDED TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS MAP 2017
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 FIGURE 8.2  ARTS 2040 LRTP FUNDED TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS TABLE 

Roadway Improvement Priority

University Parkway Widen from 3 to 5 Lanes, Median, Bike Lanes, Sidewalk
From Richland Ave, To Robert M Bell Pkwy 1

Hitchcock Parkway
Operational Improvements consisting of Turn Lanes, Shoulders, 
Passing Lanes, and Signal Improvements
From US 1, To Sliver Bluff Road

1

Silver Bluff Road Intersection and Corridor Improvements
From Indian Creek Trail, To Richardson’s Lake Road 1

City Bicycle Infrastructure 
Phase 1

Bike Lanes, Shared Lanes, Buffered Bike Lanes, 
Destination Signs, etc. 1

Dougherty Road Widen to 3 Lanes, Median, Turn Lanes, Traffic Signal
From Silver Bluff Road, To Whiskey Road 2

Intersection: 
Park Avenue & 
Williamsburg Lane

Railroad Crossing Improvements 2

Edgefield Highway
(SC-19)

Widen from 2 to 4 Lanes, Median & Turn Lanes as needed
From SC 118, To Shiloh Church Road 2

Charleston Highway Widen from 2 to 4 Lanes, Median, Turn Lanes, Traffic Signal
From Pine Log Road, To Old Dibble Road 3

Edgefield Highway
(SC-19)

Striped Bike Lane
From Hampton Avenue, To Shiloh Heights Road 3

East Gate Extension New 2 Lane Roadway, Median, Turn Lanes, Traffic Signal
From Whiskey Road, To Athol Avenue 3

Bicycle/Pedestrian 
Greenway along 
University Parkway

From Robert M Bell Parkway, To Edgefield Highway (SC-19) 3

Bicycle/Pedestrian 
Multi Use Path From East Pine Log Road, To Corporate Parkway 3
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Source:  ARTS 2040 Long Range Transportation Plan
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 FIGURE 8.1  ARTS 2050 METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION PLAN - CITY OF AIKEN
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 FIGURE 8.2  ARTS 2050 METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION PLAN FUNDED TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS TABLE 

Roadway Improvement Priority

University Parkway Roadway widening: University Parkway (S-2131) from US 1/US 78 
Richland Avenue to SC 118 1

Powderhouse Road Capacity improvements: Powderhouse- South Centennial Ave  
Connector from Whiskey Road to Powderhouse Road 1

Wagener Road Roadway widening: Wagener Road from US 78 to S-260 
(Wright’s Mill Road), widen from 2 to 4 lanes 1

Charleston Highway Roadway widening: Charleston Highway from SC 302 (Pine Log 
Road) to S-507 (Old Dibble Road) 1

Laurens Street Saftey Improvements: SC 19 (Laurens Street) at SC 118 (Rutland 
Drive) 1

East Pine Log Saftey Improvements: E. Pine Log at Charleston Hwy 1

Rudy Mason Parkway Safety improvements: Rudy Mason Pkwy at Wire Rd 1

Rudy Mason Parkway
Roadway widening: Rudy Mason Parkway from S-912 (North of 
Willow Run Road) to S-783 (North of Old Wagener Road), widen 
from 2 to 4 lanes

2

Huntsman Drive Operational improvements: Huntsman Dr between Pine Log Rd 
& Hitchcock Pkwy 3

Whiskey Road
Operational improvements: Whiskey Road additional curb and 
gutter, plantable median islands from Pine Log Road to Powder-
house Road

3

Bell Parkway Saftey improvements: SC 118 Bell Pkwy at Trolley Line safety im-
provements 3

Charleston Highway Intersection Improvements: US 78 (Charleston Highway) from SC-
302 (East Pine Log Rd) to Aiken/Barnwell county line 3
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Source:  ARTS 2050 Metropolitan Transportation Plan

D

AGENDA ITEM #(3)

(3) First Reading of an Ordinance to Adopt Updates to the Comprehensive ... Page 275 of 565



|   CITY OF AIKEN196 DRAFT

ELEMENT EIGHT - TRANSPORTATION

TRAFFIC

The 2020 Average Daily Traffic (AADT) counts within and surrounding the City of Aiken were obtained by 

the SCDOT. In the AADT graphic, locations experiencing greater traffic flows are graduated to graphically 

represent areas where traffic counts are greater. As expected the areas containing the largest traffic 

flows are I-20 with volumes around 30,000 vehicles per day, the Whiskey Corridor ranging from roughly 

20,000 to 36,000 per day, Hitchcock Parkway and East Pine Log Road carrying 18,000 and 26,000 per day, 

Richland Avenue West carrying 21,000 per day, and Columbia Highway (US-1) carrying roughly 12,000 

per day. The largest clusters of traffic surround the intersection of Pine Log Road and Whiskey Road in 

the southern portion of the city. Other traffic clusters occur in the downtown and the university/medical 

district areas.

TRAFFIC COUNTS AND FLOW
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 FIGURE 8.3 TRAFFIC COUNTS AND FLOW 2020
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Providing facilities for alternative transportation is becoming a critical component for the creation of a quality 

transportation network. Studies have shown that communities participating in the promotion of healthier lifestyles 

through active transportation such as walking and biking have seen improvements in economy, quality of life, health, 

environment, social interactions, etc. 

The ability to bicycle and walk within the city was mentioned consistently throughout the public engagement 

sessions. In questionnaires provided during the sessions, bicycling and pedestrian facilities were ranked third in what 

was perceived to be the most important improvement or investment in the city’s transportation facilities. Bicycling 

and pedestrian facilities also ranked first in what was seen to be an emerging opportunity within the city, but was also 

noted as a challenge in that a safe cohesive network of facilities does not yet exist within the transportation system.

In 2012, the first planning steps were taken to create a safe and connective bicycle/pedestrian network that is 

currently desired by the residents of the City of Aiken. There are many opportunities in the City of Aiken to provide 

safe facilities for bicycling and walking for residents and visitors of any age and physical ability. The 2012 Aiken County 

Urbanized Area Plan highlights a connective network of facilities that encompass the majority of the city and offers 

a multitude of facility types to fit the needs of a majority of cyclist’s level of comfort when sharing the roadway with 

automotive vehicles. The 2012 Plan provided a detailed analysis on what is needed to increase the walkability and 

bikeabilty of Aiken. This plan also provides detailed recommendations and locations for bicycling and pedestrian 

facilities. 

In 2022-2023, ARTS has been working to update the plan, including recommendations for projects and programs to 

improve the walking and bicycling environment in the two-state metropolitan area.

In the ARTS 2040 LRTP, the first phase of recommended bicycling facilities within the 2012 Bicycle and Pedestrian are 

listed within the first priority tier of funded transportation projects. Subsequently, the third tier and planned projects 

also contain recommended bicycling and pedestrian facilities from the 2012 Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan.

Funded projects in ongoing TIP 2017-2022, TIA (2013-2022) or the proposed projects to be funded through TIA (2023-

2032) were also included in the 2050 MTP update. These projects were categorized as Tier 0 and included two bicycle 

projects; City of Aiken Bike Infrastructure Phase 1 (Project Cost $246,400) and Aiken/North Augusta Bicycle Route 

(Project Cost: $45,400).

BICYCLE IMPROVEMENTS
2012-2020 ARTS RECOMMENDED BICYCLE FACILITIES
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 FIGURE 8.4 PLANNED BICYCLE FACILITIES
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Source: 2012-2020 Aiken County Urbanized Area Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan
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PUBLIC TRANSIT

The SCDOT designated the Lower Savannah Council of Governments (COG) as the Regional Transit 

Management Agency (RTMA) for the six-county Lower Savannah region. To serve this role, the Lower 

Savannah COG acts as the coordinator for all local agencies providing public transportation services 

within the region.  

The Best Friend Express provides public transit to Aiken County, operating throughout 170 miles of urbanized 

area within the county. The services run Monday through Friday from approximately 7:00 am to 7:00 pm 

and are based on two hour circular routes. The maximum capacity of the buses are 20 passengers. The 

routes servicing Aiken travel through Downtown, Aiken Regional Medical Center, USC Aiken, Aiken Tech, 

Whiskey Road and Aiken Mall. A unique feature to the bus system is that the bus may be flagged down 

anywhere along the route.

The second public transit, the Pony Express, is run by the Aiken Area Council on Aging, a nonprofit serving 

the elderly and disabled within Aiken. The Pony Express offers a rural bus schedule that connects to the 

Best Friends Express, and offers dial-a-ride services. 

Feedback from the public engagement meetings suggests an overall dissatisfaction with public 

transportation services. When asked how well does Aiken provide for the needs of the community for 

alternative modes of transportation an overwhelming majority responded poor. However, when asked 

what is the most important improvement or investment in transportation facilities that is needed, public 

transit was ranked first. Interpretation of this response suggests that improvement to the public transit 

service could attract increased ridership.

To increase public transit ridership, the top priority investment needs to be in route frequency. Good 

public transits systems provide at least hourly stops at bus stop locations, and preferably less than 30 

minutes. To help improve public transit in Aiken, The ARTS LRTP identified available 2nd and 3rd tier lump 

sum funding for capital transit projects, transit operations and transit planning for the Best Friend Express.

EXISTING PUBLIC TRANSIT ASSETS
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Source: Aiken Standard
AIKEN BEST FRIEND EXPRESS
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Current funding forecasts from SCDOT do not permit the inclusion of all of the projects identified by the 

Project Prioritization Tool. Those projects that did not receive a ranking high enough for inclusion in one 

of the prioritization tiers, but whose ranking indicated that improvements would positively impact traffic 

needs, were categorized as planned projects to receive funding as additional funds become available. 

In the case of future availability of funds, the projects identified by the ARTS 2040 LRTP & ARTS 2050 MTP 

within the City of Aiken and immediate area may progress through the transportation planning process 

and be constructed at a future date. 

It is important to note that projects identified in both the funded and planned projects lists were compiled 

by the ARTS 2040 LRTP & the ARTS Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) for 2050 using a ranking criteria 

set by the SCDOT. These projects are not necessarily the direct decision of the City of Aiken. This ranking 

process was primarily data driven, which does not account for all of the unique needs of the City of Aiken 

or the city’s unique character. The SCDOT ranking criteria is taken from a traffic engineering objective 

in which the goal is to primarily enhance traffic efficiency for vehicular operation. Such enhancements 

commonly involve widening roadways and adding lanes to accommodate larger traffic volumes and 

higher speeds. While transportation projects need to be engineered in a manner that ensures the safety 

and efficiency of the system, they also need to complement the character of the city and its unique 

planning considerations. For Aiken this would be to ensure that the impacts of roadway enhancements 

do not impede upon the city’s cultural character, identity, and desired land use functionality. 

During the initial public engagement sessions, it was commented on multiple occasions that Aiken does 

not have a traffic problem. However that concern has grown as the area has continued to grow. There 

are areas of increased congestion, particularly along major corrodors, however many of those problems 

may be mitigated through the redevelopment of land use patterns such as those identified in the Land 

Use Element. By adopting development patterns that focus on inter-parcel connectivity, traffic congestion 

along major thoroughfares can be decreased and the area’s livability and walkability will increase.

Areas regularly noted for transportation improvements not included on the funded projects list include but 

are not limited to improved traffic conditions and connectivity along the Daugherty Road corridor, and a 

more comprehensive bicycle/pedestrian network.

PLANNED PROJECTS

TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENTS
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The following strategies are recommended based on their alignment with the Vision and Guiding Principles 

that have been established for the Comprehensive Plan: 

Growth    The City of Aiken will grow in an orderly and efficient manner that enhances equity and 

strengthens the local economy while preserving Aiken’s unique character.

• Utilize development agreements, tax increment financing, and similar instruments to finance 

necessary infrastructure improvements to facilitate growth while limiting the financial impact on 

the city.

Connectivity     The City of Aiken will become a community with strong physical, social and economic 

connections that tie the community together and reinforce a sense of shared responsibility, pride and 

ownership of the city as a whole. 

• Develop a plan to provide city-wide pedestrian and bicycle connections via the parkways, trails, 

multi-use paths, bike lanes and sidewalks throughout the city, with a focus on connecting schools, 

parks, residential neighborhoods and primary commercial areas.

• Partner with Aiken County and SCDOT to plan for and implement improvements to the US Highway 

1 corridor from I-20 to the city limits with a goal of developing a unified, functional, and aesthetically 

appealing entryway into the city.

• Prepare and implement a collector street plan to establish alternate transportation routes for 

vehicular traffic through the city and between major employment centers, commercial nodes 

and residential neighborhoods to improve connectivity and alleviate congestion.

•  Develop a Greenway Masterplan to connect all of the City to City-owned properties north of I-20.

•  Pursue the gathering and analysis of bike and pedestrian data, and create a bike and pedestrian 

plan in order to identify priority locations for bike and pedestrian enhancements.

•  Investigate the possibility of enhancing public transportation options within the City.

TRANSPORTATION ELEMENT STRATEGIES
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Transformation    The City of Aiken will embrace and facilitate the positive transformation of the community 

through compatible growth, redevelopment, and expansion of economic opportunity. 

Consistency    The City of Aiken will develop and implement policies, programs, and regulations that 

ensure the consistent and equitable delivery of services, quality of development and availability of 

municipal infrastructure throughout the city. 

Balance    The City of Aiken will become a community that is balanced in all respects, including 

demographically, economically, and in its approach to growth and the environment.

Investment     The City of Aiken will invest its resources in a manner that ensures that its municipal 

infrastructure, human resources and programs meet both current needs and prepare the city for growth. 

• Actively participate in regional planning and financing initiatives to ensure that regionally-funded 

projects reflect the needs of the City of Aiken.

• Systematically assess the condition and function of transportation infrastructure throughout 

the community in order to prioritize an effective and efficient maintenance and improvement 

program.

Resiliency     The City of Aiken will address natural hazards and their impact on the community.

• Continue to enforce connectivity between developments.

• Enhance public transportation options for vulnerable populations.
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INTRODUCTION
The 2007 “Priority Investment Act” – which was codified into the State Planning Act - requires the city to 

coordinate in the provision of its public facilities and, therefore, its future patterns of development, with 

other jurisdictions based on identified local, state, and federal funding sources. The Priority Investment Act 

therefore requires the city to include certain steps in its planning process in order to remain in compliance 

with the State Planning Act.  These necessary steps include:

1. Analyzing likely federal, state, and local funds available for public infrastructure and facilities 

during the next ten years; 

2. Recommending projects for expenditure of those funds during the next ten years for needed 

public infrastructure and facilities such as water, sewer, roads, and schools;

3. Coordinating with adjacent and relevant jurisdictions and agencies (public and private 

agencies that are affected by or have planning authority over a given public project) in the 

recommendation of needed infrastructure and facilities.

Statutory coordination requires the city to provide written notification to adjacent and relevant jurisdictions 

and agencies of the proposed infrastructure projects and to give each the opportunity to provide 

comments to the city concerning the proposed projects. 

PURPOSE OF THE PRIORITY INVESTMENT ELEMENT

The inclusion of the Priority Investment Element as a requirement for local government comprehensive 

plans was intended to fulfill the purposes of:

1. Achieving regional planning coordination objectives;

2. Ensuring sound capital improvement planning; and 

3. Aligning land use planning policies with meaningful and realistic capital improvement goals.  

Too often, one community’s plans for roads, water, sewer and other key infrastructure are not coordinated 

with those of its neighboring communities, which can result in expensive and poorly planned public 

facilities, premature annexations, and inefficient patterns of development.  By implementing the Priority 

Investment Element – along with the Capital Improvement Plan – the city will maintain consistency 

between the expansion of its infrastructure and its growth policies, as well as compatibility between city 

growth policies and those of Aiken County and other units of local government and agencies with whom 

coordination is critical.  
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The city’s plan for growth-related capital facilities allows it to maintain an awareness, at each juncture of 

the planning process, of:

1.  The relationship between its planning goals and its prioritized capital needs;

2.  The feasibility of planned improvements, based on available funding; and 

3.  The need to coordinate with other service providers on capital facilities that physically extend or that 

influence growth beyond the city’s boundaries.  

This Capital Improvement Plan is tied to the city’s planning goals, as described in other elements of the 

Plan, through the Priority Investment Element.

COORDINATION WITH ADJACENT AND RELEVANT JURISDICTIONS

The City of Aiken has a long history of coordinating with Aiken County and other local and state agencies 

and utilities on matters related to infrastructure funding and provision.  The State Planning Act defines 

“adjacent and relevant jurisdictions and agencies,” with whom “coordination” is required, as “those 

counties, municipalities, public service districts, school districts, public and private utilities, transportation 

agencies, and other public entities that are affected by or have planning authority over the public 

project.” The city determined during the 2016 Comprehensive Plan Update that the following jurisdictions 

and agencies either meet this definition or, if they do not, warrant coordination nonetheless:

• Aiken County 

• City of New Ellenton

• City of North Augusta

• Town of Burnettown

• Aiken County Public School District

• Bath Water & Sewer District

• Beech Island Rural Community Water District

• Breezy Hill Water & Sewer Company

• Clearwater Water & Sewer District

• College Acres Public Works District

• Edgefield County Water & Sewer Authority

• Langley Water & Sewer District

• Montmorenci/Couchton Water District

• USC Aiken

• SC Department of Transportation 

• SCE&G

• Aiken Electric Cooperative 

• Talatha Rural Water District

• Valley Public Service Authority

• Savannah River Site

• SC Department of Heath & Environmental 

Control

• Aiken Railway Company

“Coordination” is defined by state statute to require “written notification by the local planning commission 

or its staff to adjacent and relevant jurisdictions and agencies of the proposed projects and the opportunity 

for adjacent and relevant jurisdictions and agencies to provide comment to the planning commission or 

its staff concerning the proposed projects.”  
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It is the policy of the City of Aiken to provide coordination with the above-listed agencies when changes 

to this Element or to the city’s Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) are proposed.

RELATIONSHIP TO THE CIP

It is an axiom in the planning profession that successful implementation of the community’s land use goals 

depends, in part, on their consistency with the community’s reasonable and feasible capital funding 

goals.  The Priority Investment Element provides the central link between the City of Aiken’s land use 

policies – as described in this Plan – and its capital funding goals – as set forth in the CIP.

State statutes require that the Priority Investment Element analyze available funding and prioritized projects 

over a ten-year period.  The city has therefore developed a CIP that details anticipated expenditures and 

projects over that period of time.  Naturally, the first five years of the CIP include more details and specificity 

as to planned improvements and funding sources than do the second five years.  Nonetheless, the city 

has included information and expectations related to the second five years of the CIP as well in order to 

maintain long term planning awareness. The CIP, as it existed at the time of the 2017 Comprehensive Plan  

Update, is shown beginning on the following page in Figure 9.1.

FUNDING PRIORITY INVESTMENTS

The Priority Investment Act requires that local governments identify the potential sources of revenue that 

will be available to fund the investments that the city has identified in its Capital Improvement Plan. 

While the identification of potential revenue sources is intended to demonstrate an understanding of how 

projects might be funded, it is not intended to commit the city to pursuing any specific means of funding a 

particular project, outside of there being some statutory or fiscal policy constraint that limits or dedicates 

funding for certain capital projects. The following list provides the most  common sources of funds that the 

city may utilize in pursuing the funding of its capital needs:

• Property Tax

• General Sales Tax

• Capital Project Sales Tax

• Water and Sewer User Fees

• Stormwater Fees

• Business License Fees

• Vehicle Fees

• Development Impact Fees

• Tax Increment Financing

• Revenue Bonds

• General Obligation Bonds

• State and Federal Grant Funding
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Of course, the CIP of a local jurisdiction and the sources of available funding will change over time and, 

in fact, may vary significantly from one year to the next.  Therefore, during the 2017 Comprehensive 

Plan Adoption, the city adopted a consistent approach to updating the CIP and the Priority Investment 

Element, as well as an approach to coordinating these updates with adjacent and relevant agencies.

IMPLEMENTING AND UPDATING THE PLAN.

Each year, in conjunction with the city’s annual budget cycle, the city will review and update the CIP to 

reflect improvements completed during the prior year and any changes in revenue sources or planned 

projects for the coming ten-year period.   The city will coordinate with adjacent and relevant jurisdictions 

and agencies each year prior to adopting final changes to the CIP, as required by the State Planning 

Act.   The current CIP is kept on file with the city and will be reflected in the Comprehensive Plan when it 

is updated.

While the CIP will be updated annually, the Priority Investment Element will be reviewed at least every five 

years and updated at least every ten years, as required by the Planning Act (§ 6-29-510(E), S.C. Code 

Ann.).  When the city conducts a review or update to the Plan, it will evaluate the need to update the 

Priority Investment Element, specifically, based on conditions at the time, including its capital needs, 
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available funding for capital expenditures, planning and growth trends, the policies described in the 

Community Facilities, Land Use, Housing, Transportation, and other relevant elements of the Plan.  To the 

extent the review necessitates an amendment to the CIP, the city will coordinate with adjacent and 

relevant jurisdictions and agencies, as required by the Planning Act and as provided in the Plan.
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PRIORITY INVESTMENT ELEMENT STRATEGIES
The following strategies are recommended based on their alignment with the Vision and Guiding Principles 

that have been established for the Comprehensive Plan: 

Growth     The City of Aiken will grow in an orderly and efficient manner that enhances equity and 

strengthens the local economy while preserving Aiken’s unique character.

• Prepare a long range utility plan that defines the extent of planned water and sewer extensions 

and the timing of capacity improvements. Ensure that the utility plan is consistent with the long-

range transportation plan and other infrastructure planning documents and the city’s Capital 

Improvement Plan.

• Utilize development agreements, tax increment financing, and similar instruments to finance 

necessary infrastructure improvements to facilitate growth while limiting the financial impact on 

the city.

Connectivity     The City of Aiken will become a community with strong physical, social and economic 

connections that tie the community together and reinforce a sense of shared responsibility, pride and 

ownership of the city as a whole. 

• Develop a plan to provide city-wide pedestrian and bicycle connections via the parkways, trails, 

multi-use paths, bike lanes and sidewalks throughout the city, with a focus on connecting schools, 

parks, residential neighborhoods and primary commercial areas.

• Partner with Aiken County and SCDOT to plan for and implement improvements to the US Highway 

1 corridor from I-20 to the city limits with a goal of developing a unified, functional, and aesthetically 

appealing entryway into the city.

• Prepare and implement a collector street plan to establish alternate transportation routes for 

vehicular traffic through the city and between major employment centers, commercial nodes 

and residential neighborhoods to improve connectivity and alleviate congestion.

Transformation     The City of Aiken will embrace and facilitate the positive transformation of the community 

through compatible growth, redevelopment, and expansion of economic opportunity. 

• Collaboratively work with property owners and interested developers within key transition areas to 
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Consistency     The City of Aiken will develop and implement policies, programs, and regulations that 

ensure the consistent and equitable delivery of services, quality of development and availability of 

municipal infrastructure throughout the city. 

• Ensure that investments and funding for resident oriented services, such as park development and 
recreational programs, are distributed throughout the city in a manner that equitably reaches the 

entire community.

Balance     The City of Aiken will become a community that is balanced in all respects, including 

demographically, economically, and in its approach to growth and the environment.

Investment     The City of Aiken will invest its resources in a manner that ensures that its municipal 

infrastructure, human resources and programs meet both current needs and prepare the city for growth. 

• Provide modern and efficient facilities for all municipal departments and their operations which 

are also designed to accommodate future growth.

• Annually review, revise and adopt a capital improvement plan as part of the city’s budget to 

ensure that both municipal infrastructure and major departmental equipment needs are identified, 

planned for and funded each fiscal year.

• Utilize regular, recurring, sources of funding to finance anticipated infrastructure maintenance 

and capital investment needs.

• Prepare regular assessments of municipal infrastructure to utilize in adjusting the capital 

improvement plan.

• Ensure that user fees for municipal services, such as water and sewer, are sufficient to fund known 

maintenance needs.

• Seek partnerships with community groups, educational institutions, governmental agencies and 

commercial ventures to leverage the planned investments by outside groups to support the city’s 

infrastructure needs, such as recreational facilities.

• Provide funding support to ADPS at a level that is requisite with the department’s needs for 

continuing to provide high quality and efficient services to the city, including maintaining its 

outstanding ISO fire insurance rating.
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• Actively participate in regional planning and financing initiatives to ensure that regionally-funded 

projects reflect the needs of the City of Aiken.

• Systematically assess the condition and function of transportation infrastructure throughout 

the community in order to prioritize an effective and efficient maintenance and improvement 

program.

• Continue to systematically assess the condition and need of community facilities and infrastructure 

in order to prioritize effective and efficient maintenance and/or expansion program(s) to ensure 

a quality system of service delivery.

Resiliency     The City of Aiken will address natural hazards and their impact on the community.

• Continue undergrounding of electric lines downtown and along South Boundary.
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Added in 2020 by the State of South Carolina as another required element of the 
Comprehensive Planning process, the Resiliency Element is intended to address 
natural hazards and how the community is able to respond to or be prepared 
for hazards such as flooding, tornados, hurricanes, drought, and winter storms to 
name a few. The Resiliency Element should also include the potential impacts 
of natural hazards on individuals, businesses, infrastructure, and public health, 
safety and welfare.

Since the Resiliency Element is relatively new, there is little guidance currently 
available from the State of South Carolina on how to incorporate this element 
into a Comprehensive Plan. That said, the City of Aiken Planning Department 
made an effort to include this new element into the Comprehensive Plan Update 
process through various means. Our methodology began with reviewing the 
current 2011 County Hazard Mitigation Plan, and other pertinent emergency 
response/utility protection documents.  We then utilized the information found in 
those documents to help construct a series of questions we posed to our Public 
Safety and Building Inspections departments referenced within the framework of 
the other elements in the Comprehensive Plan. The responses given from Public 
Safety and Building Inspections were then incorporated into each relevant 
element as a resiliency strategy.

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

Population Element: 
• Continue to identify vulnerable populations within the City that will need priority 

care during and after a Natural Hazard event.
• Continue to maintain Fire Safe community rating.
• Continue to perform Citywide Fire Alarm/Smoke Detector blitzes.

Economic Element:
• Continue to provide resource and recovery loan information for business affected 

by a Natural Hazard event.
• Continue to maintain capacity for displaced housing for both large and small 

incidents.

INTRODUCTION
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Natural Resources Element:
• Continue to monitor changes in the flood zones within the City.
• Fortify buffer standards for wetlands and wetland protections.

Cultural Resources Element:
• Continue to upgrade historic structures for code compliance as able.

Community Facilities Element:
• Continue to provide areas for shelter in the event of a natural hazard event, 

including warming and cooling stations.

Housing Element:
• Maintain mutual aid agreements with Aiken County.
• Revisit the Downtown Business zoning to address building separation and density 

concerns.
• Continue to enforce redundancy in subdivision access points.

Land Use Element:
• Pursue Zoning Ordinance enhancements to encourage higher densities with 

more open space and adequate buffers between development and flood 
prone areas.

• Strengthen National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) review processes and 
developer education of flood mitigation rules.

Transportation Element:
• Continue to enforce connectivity between developments.
• Enhance public transportation options for vulnerable populations.
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Prin-
cipal One 

Principal One Prin-
cipal One Principal One 

Principal One Principal One 
Principal One Principal One 
Principal One Principal One 
Principal One Principal One 
Principal One Principal One 
Principal One Principal One 

Principal One Principal 
One Principal 

GROWTHGROWTH
The City of Aiken will grow in an orderly and efficient 
manner that enhances equity and strengthens the local 
economy while preserving Aiken’s unique character.

1. Prepare and implement an annexation plan with the goal of incorporating all “donut holes” and immediately adjacent neighborhoods and 

commercial areas into the city, with a priority focus on areas that are connected to municipal utility services.

2. Adopt and enforce utility extension policies that are firm in their requirement for annexation upon the receipt of services from the city, 

or upon meeting all legal requirements for qualification for annexation.

3. Prepare or update small area plans for each distinct area of the city to provide detailed land use and development character guidance for 

each of the city’s neighborhoods and commercial activity areas. The highest priority for plan development and updates should be given to 

areas experiencing the greatest growth pressure. These area-specific plans should be reviewed and updated following each major review 

and update of the Comprehensive Plan.

4. Prepare a long range utility plan that defines the extent of planned water and sewer extensions and the timing of capacity improvements. 

Ensure that the utility plan is consistent with the long-range transportation plan and other infrastructure planning documents and the city’s 

Capital Improvement Plan.

5. Jointly plan with Aiken County to define, on a periodic basis, an “urban growth area” for the City of Aiken, within which Aiken County 

would defer rezoning property to suburban or urban densities without the agreement of the city.

6. Review and revise the city’s zoning ordinance, zoning map and subdivision regulations to ensure that the regulatory environment meets 

the city’s goals for facilitating high quality growth.

7. Utilize development agreements, tax increment financing, and similar instruments to finance necessary infrastructure improvements to 

facilitate growth while limiting the financial impact on the city.

8. Consider the use of impact assessments for major development projects that utilize standardized formulas to assess the cost of 

mitigating development related impacts to municipal infrastructure and require developers of such projects to contribute to those costs.

9. Investigate the need for a larger Performing Arts Venue that could seat 800-1500 people.

10. nvestigate new zoning district requirements for the downtown, downtown periphery, and equestrian properties on the eastside that 

will guide quality development in these rapidly growing areas.

11. Pursue major corridor overlay districts to guide quality gateway redevelopment.

12. Promote nodal development instead of strip commercial uses.
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CONNECTIVITYCONNECTIVITY

The City of Aiken will become a community with strong 
physical, social and economic connections that tie the 
community together and reinforce a sense of shared 
responsibility, pride and ownership of the city as a whole.

1. Develop a plan to provide city-wide pedestrian and bicycle connections via the parkways, trails, multi-use paths, 
bike lanes and sidewalks throughout the city, with a focus on connecting schools, parks, residential neighborhoods and 
primary commercial areas.

2. Preserve and protect Aiken’s historic structures, sites and other cultural resources to enhance the connection 
between the city’s past and present.

3. Encourage programmatic connections between local institutions of higher education and medical institutions in order 
to enhance Aiken’s education and medical sectors.

4. Encourage workforce development programs between Aiken Technical College, USC Aiken,  Aiken Public Schools, SRS 
and other industrial interests in the area.

5. Develop partnerships for programming and events that improve connections between USC Aiken and the community 
as a whole.

6. Partner with Aiken County and SCDOT to plan for and implement improvements to the US Highway 1 corridor from 
I-20 to the city limits with a goal of developing a unified, functional, and aesthetically appealing entryway into the city.

7. Prepare and implement a collector street plan to establish alternate transportation routes for vehicular traffic 
through the city and between major employment centers, commercial nodes and residential neighborhoods to improve 
connectivity and alleviate congestion.

8. Expand community branding initiatives to all parts of the City to reinforce a shared identity.

9. Develop a Greenway Masterplan to connect all of the City to City-owned properties north of I-20.

10. Expand community branding to all parts of the City, which could include flower beds, flags, statuary, murals, fountains 
and holiday exhibits.

11. Pursue the gathering and analysis of bike and pedestrian data, and create a bike and pedestrian plan in order to 
identify priority locations for bike and pedestrian enhancements.

12. Investigate the possibility of enhancing public transportation options within the City.
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TRANSFORMATIONTRANSFORMATION

The City of Aiken will embrace and facilitate the positive 
transformation of the community through compatible 
growth, redevelopment, and expansion of economic 
opportunity.

1. Review and realign the zoning map to ensure consistency with the city’s development goals and reduce 
regulatory and procedural barriers to growth.

2. Adopt and utilize economic incentives and other policies to help focus development and redevelopment 
activity into areas of the city that are primed for transformation.

3. Collaboratively work with property owners and interested developers within key transition areas to 
develop plans for public/private partnerships for investing in infrastructure to help facilitate development.

4. Prioritize the creation or updating of detailed master plans for the following areas: the Whiskey Road 
Corridor, the University Parkway area, the intersection of US 1 and Highway 118, and update the Old 
Aiken Master Plan to address the ongoing growth and expansion of the downtown commercial core.

5. Work with economic development interests to identify and preserve future industrial sites for their 
highest and best use.

6. Develop incentives for the reuse and repurposing of legacy commercial sites and shopping centers 
along the city’s major road corridors.

7. Continue to implement design regulations in the historic portions of the city to ensure that the 
aesthetic quality of the city’s historic downtown and neighborhoods are not negatively impacted by 
redevelopment activity.

8. Continue to support the development of new residential units in the downtown core and along the 
periphery of downtown through incentive based programs and a favorable regulatory environment.

9. Continue to develop policy to encourage and enhance economic opportunity in North Aiken.
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1. Coordinate with Aiken County to adopt and enforce development regulations that standardize key 
elements of the character of future development along major road corridors leading into the City of 
Aiken.

2. Enhance the city’s development regulations to ensure that requirements for high-quality development 
are generally applicable throughout the city instead of being narrowly, inconsistently or subjectively 
applied to individual sites as they are developed.

3. Conduct an audit of the provision of city services, with a particular focus on ensuring that businesses 
and residences located outside of the city are not receiving services, such as solid waste collection, which 
they are not paying for.

4. Conduct an audit of the city policies that affect businesses to ensure that regulations are equitable and 
promote the city’s economic development goals.

5. Ensure that investments and funding for resident oriented services, such as park development and 
recreational programs, are distributed throughout the city in a manner that equitably reaches the entire 
community.

6. Continue to invest in parks that service the northside and improve connectivity for bike and pedestrian 
access.

Prin-
cipal Four 

Principal Four Prin-
cipal Four Principal Four 

Principal Four Principal Four 
Principal Four Principal Four 
Principal Four Principal Four 
Principal Four Principal Four 
Principal Four Principal Four 
Principal Four Principal Four 

Principal Four Principal 
Four Principal Four 

Prin-

CONSISTENCYCONSISTENCY

The City of Aiken will develop and implement policies, 
programs, and regulations that ensure the consistent and 
equitable delivery of services, quality of development and 
availability of municipal infrastructure throughout the city.
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BALANCEBALANCE
The City of Aiken will become a community that is 
balanced in all respects, including demographically, 
economically, and in its approach to growth and the 
environment.

1. Reduce regulatory / procedural barriers and implement development incentives as part of the review 
and revision of the Zoning Ordinance with the goal of encouraging and supporting a mix of housing types 
throughout the city that meets the needs of a population that is diverse in terms of age, family structure 
and income.

2. Develop and implement a marketing plan aimed at diversifying the mix of new residents who are 
attracted to move to Aiken, with a goal of increasing the population of young families and professionals.

3. Adopt policies and incentives to encourage downtown business growth in sectors that will contribute 
to its vibrancy, with a particular focus on extending the period of activity downtown later into the evening.

4. Encourage community-wide events that appeal to multiple demographics including students, young 
professionals, families, and retirees.

5. Continue to direct resources towards parks and recreation programing that fulfills the needs of to 
residents of all ages and abilities.

6. Collaborate with economic development interests to assess the diversity of the local economic base 
and work to identify and recruit emerging industries and economic sectors that will ensure that the local 
economy is sufficiently diversified to withstand market downturns and respond to changing economic 
trends.

7. Develop a “green infrastructure” plan that assesses the conditions of the city’s natural assets, with a 
particular focus on issues related to stormwater runoff.

8. Continue to support the local equestrian culture and associated economic activity through the unique 
services, regulatory environment and infrastructure investments that are necessary for it to thrive as an 
integral part of the city.

9. Prepare a plan for the ongoing utilization and maintenance of the city’s parkways with a focus on 
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balancing the competing needs and desires of each neighborhood and commercial corridor for the future use 
and aesthetic of the parkways in their area.

10. Investigate and remove regulatory barriers that prohibit the introduction of tiny home communities and 
other forms of alternative housing to provide a wide variety of housing options for residents and vulnerable 
populations.

11. Pursue and investigate regulatory or developer/owner incentives to maintain affordable rents for senior 
and other vulnerable populations.

12. Develop a Greenway Plan that connects all parts of the City to City-owned properties such as the 
Brunswick Tract. 

13. Prepare a masterplan for the Brunswick Tract that preserves and enhances the forest and protects water 
quality, while providing passive recreational opportunities to citizens.

14. Investigate a city-owned recreational facility that has a focus on high school and middle school that offer 
traditional sports recreation, but also include indoor game centers (video games, billiards, air hockey, pinball, 
foosball, ping pong, movie nights, etc.) and food vendors.

15. Investigate the implementation of City-owned dog parks.

16. Investigate the use of some parkways for community gardens in areas that may have limited access to 
healthy foods.
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1. Provide modern and efficient facilities for all municipal departments and their operations which are also 
designed to accommodate future growth.

2. Annually review, revise and adopt a capital improvement plan as part of the city’s budget to ensure that 
both municipal infrastructure and major departmental equipment needs are identified, planned for and 
funded each fiscal year.

3. Utilize regular, recurring, sources of funding to finance anticipated infrastructure maintenance and 
capital investment needs.

4. Prepare regular assessments of municipal infrastructure to utilize in adjusting the capital improvement 
plan.

5. Ensure that user fees for municipal services, such as water and sewer, are sufficient to fund known 
maintenance needs.

6. Seek partnerships with community groups, educational institutions, governmental agencies and 
commercial ventures to leverage the planned investments by outside groups to support the city’s 
infrastructure needs, such as recreational facilities.

7. Provide funding support to ADPS at a level that is requisite with the department’s needs for continuing 
to provide high quality and efficient services to the city, including maintaining its outstanding ISO fire 
insurance rating.

8. Prepare assessments of the staffing and technology needs of all city departments to ensure that funding 
is adequate to fulfill their missions in an efficient manner.

9. Continue to systematically assess the condition and need of community facilities and infrastructure in 
order to prioritize effective and efficient maintenance and/or expansion program(s) to ensure a quality 
system of service delivery. 

10. Actively participate in regional planning and financing initiatives to ensure that regionally-funded 
projects reflect the needs of the City of Aiken.

Prin-
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Six Principal Six 
Principal 

INVESTMENTINVESTMENT
The City of Aiken will invest its resources in a manner 
that ensures that its municipal infrastructure, human 
resources and programs meet both current needs and 
prepare the city for growth.
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11. Systematically assess the condition and function of transportation infrastructure throughout the 
community in order to prioritize an effective and efficient maintenance and improvement program.

12.  Actively participate in regional planning and financing initiatives to ensure that regionally-funded 
projects reflect the needs of the City of Aiken.

13.  Systematically assess the condition and function of transportation infrastructure throughout the 
community in order to prioritize an effective and efficient maintenance and improvement program.

14.  Continue to systematically assess the condition and need of community facilities and infrastructure 
in order to prioritize effective and efficient maintenance and/or expansion program(s) to ensure a quality 
system of service delivery.
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Princi-

RESILIENCYRESILIENCY
The City of Aiken will address natural hazards and their 
impact on the community.

Added in 2020 by the state of south carolina as another required element of the comprehensive 
planning process, the resiliency element is intended to address natural hazards and how the community 
is able to respond to or be prepared for hazards such as flooding, tornados, hurricanes, drought, and 
winter storms to name a few. 

The resiliency element should also include the potential impacts of natural hazards on individuals, 
businesses, infrastructure, and public health, safety and welfare.

Since the resiliency element is relatively new, there is little guidance currently available from the state 
of South Carolina on how to incorporate this element into a comprehensive plan. 

That said, the City of Aiken Planning Department made an effort to include this new element into the 
Comprehensive Plan update process through various means. 

Our methodology began with reviewing the current 2011 Aiken County Hazard Mitigation Plan, and 
other pertinent emergency response/utility protection documents.  

We then utilized the information found in those documents to help construct a series of questions 
we posed to our public safety and building inspections departments referenced within the framework 
of the other elements in the comprehensive plan. 

The responses given from public safety and building inspections were then incorporated into each 
relevant element as a resiliency strategy.
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SURVEY ANALYSIS QUESTIONS

THERE WERE A TOTAL OF 3,055 SUBMISSIONS

DEMOGRAPHICS
A. PERCENTAGES OF RESPONDENTS THAT IDENTIFY AS: 
PEOPLE OF COLOR (IE-NON-WHITE) 134 (15%)
WHITE. 701 (78%)

C. PERCENTAGE OF RESPONDENTS WITHIN CERTAIN AGE COHORTS. THERE WERE A TOTAL OF 870  
SUBMISSIONS THAT ANSWERED THIS QUESTION.
    20 OR YOUNGER 52 (6%)
    21-29 41 (5%)
    30-49 169 (19%)
    50 OR OLDER 608 (70%)

D. GENDER. THERE WERE A TOTAL OF 869 SUBMISSIONS THAT ANSWERED THIS QUESTION
MALE 330 (38%) / FEMALE 537 (62%) / OTHER 2

E. AVERAGE HOUSEHOLD INCOME OF RESPONDENTS.
0-9K 14 / 10-19K 11 / 20-29K 26 / 30-39K 37 / 40-49K 48 / 50-59K 40 / 60-69K 40 / 70-79K 33 / 80-89K 
45 / 90-99K 53 / 100K > 356

F. PRIMARY RESIDENCE LOCATION IN THE CITY AND HOW MANY OUTSIDE OF CITY.
       COUNTY 133 / DOWNTOWN 127 / EAST 31 / NORTH 91 / SOUTH 402 / WEST 51 / MID 3

HOUSING ELEMENT
1. PERCENTAGE THAT OWNS HOME VS RENTS HOME. THERE WERE 894 SUBMISSIONS THAT ANSWERED 
THIS QUESTION
     
OWNS 822 (92%) / RENT 72 (8%)

2. AVERAGE SQUARE FOOTAGE OF RESPONDENT’S HOME.
1500 < 150 / 1500-2500 351 / 2500-3500 243 / 3500-4500 89 / 4500-5500 20 / 5500> 26

3. PERCENTAGE OF RESPONDENTS THAT THINK HOMES IN AIKEN ARE TOO OLD, TOO EXPENSIVE, 
NOT ENOUGH VARIETY.

OLD: (THERE WERE 895 SUBMISSIONS THAT ANSWERED THIS QUESTION)

NEUTRAL: 167 (19%)
NO: 461 (52%)
SOMEWHAT: 163 (18%)
YES: 104 (12%)

 EXPENSIVE: (THERE WERE 893 SUBMISSIONS THAT ANSWERED THIS QUESTION)
NEUTRAL: 90 (10%)
NO: 273 (31%)
SOMEWHAT: 247 (28%)
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YES: 283 (32%)

 NOT ENOUGH VARIETY (THERE WERE 892 SUBMISSIONS THAT ANSWERED THIS QUESTION)
NEUTRAL: 91 (10%)
NO: 400 (45%)
SOMEWHAT: 130 (15%)
YES: 271 (30%)

4. TYPE OF HOME MOST RESPONDENTS ARE INTERESTED IN?
APARTMENT 14 / DUPLEX 27 / SINGLE FAMILY 654/ TOWNHOME 71

5. PERCENTAGE OF RESPONDENTS THAT WOULD LIKE TO SEE TINY HOMES AS A HOUSING OPTION. 
THERE WERE 887 SUBMISSIONS THAT ANSWERED THIS QUESTION.
NO 647 (73%) / NOT SURE 112 (13%) / YES 128 (14%)

6. THE AREA OF TOWN MOST RESPONDENT THOUGH NEEDED MORE HOUSING OPTIONS.
NORTHSIDE 537 / EASTSIDE 300 / SOUTHSIDE 165 / WESTSIDE 229 / DOWNTOWN 232

7. PERCENTAGE OF RESPONDENTS THAT FELT HOMELESSNESS WAS A PROBLEM OR A SHELTER WAS 
WARRANTED. THERE WERE 901 SUBMISSIONS THAT ANSWERED HOMELESS PROBLEM.
NO 144 (16%) / UNSURE 244 (27%) / YES 513 (57%)

THERE WERE 865 SUBMISSIONS THAT ANSWERED HOMELESS SHELTER.
NO 97 (11%) / UNSURE 120 (14%) / YES 648 (75%)

NATURAL RESOURCE ELEMENT
1. TOP THREE NATURAL RESOURCE PRIORITIES.

MAINTENANCE AND ENHANCEMENT OF THE EXISTING TREE CANOPY AND GREEN SPACE 631
WATER QUALITY 516
STORMWATER MANAGEMENT 474
GREENSPACE CONNECTIVITY 437
DIVERSITY OF PLANTS 253

2. PERCENTAGE OF FOLKS INTERESTED IN GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE AND PARKWAY PROJECTS.

(THERE WERE 881 SUBMISSIONS THAT ANSWERED GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE)
NO 92 (10%) / NOT SURE 154 (17%) / YES 635 (72%)  

THERE WERE 877 SUBMISSIONS THAT ANSWERED PARKWAY PROJECTS
NO 118 (13%) / NOT SURE 176 (20%) / YES 583 (66%)

3. TOP THREE REQUESTED RECREATIONAL AND EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE SHAW’S 
CREEK PROPERTY.

MAINTENANCE AND RESTORATION OF FORESTED AREAS 502
INTERNAL TRAIL SYSTEM 455
PARTNERING WITH SCHOOLS 327
WILDFLOWER AND BUTTERFLY 298
CONNECTED GREENWAY 281
DOG PARK 232
PICNIC AREAS 247
AMPHITHEATER 228
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CULTURAL RESOURCE ELEMENT
1. TOP THREE CULTURAL RESOURCE PRIORITIES.

PRESERVE PROTECT HISTORIC 457
DESIGN REGULATIONS IN HISTORIC 404
EQUESTRIAN 332
IMPROVE CONNECTIONS USC AIKEN 317
STRENGTHEN ZONING 319
COMMUNITY BRANDING 252
2. TOP THREE EXPANDED COMMUNITY BRANDING INITIATIVE FOR OTHER PARTS OF THE CITY.
FLOWERBEDS 613
HOLIDAY EXHIBITS 394
FOUNTAINS 370
SIGNAGE 304
SEASONAL FLAGS 261
BRANDING STATUARY 167

3. THE PERCENTAGE OF FOLKS THAT THINK AIKEN HAS EVENTS WITH BROAD APPEAL TO STUDENTS, 
YOUNG PROFESSIONALS, FAMILIES, AND RETIREES. THERE WERE 880 SUBMISSIONS THAT ANSWERED 
THIS QUESTION
NO 305 (35%) / NOT SURE 126 (14%) / YES 449 (51%)

4. PERCENTAGE INTERESTED IN A CELEBRATION OF THE HORSE EVENT. THERE WERE 881 SUBMISSIONS 
THAT ANSWERED THIS QUESTION
NOT INTERESTED 322 (37%) / SOMEWHAT 330 (37%) / VERY 229 (26%)

5. PERCENTAGE THAT THINKS WE NEED A LARGER PERFORMING ARTS VENUE THAT COULD SEAT 
800-1500 PEOPLE. THERE WERE 865 SUBMISSIONS THAT ANSWERED THIS QUESTION
NO 197 (23%) / NOT SURE 120 (14%) / YES 554 (64%)

COMMUNITY FACILITIES ELEMENT 

1. PERCENTAGE OF FOLKS THAT THINK PARKS AND RECREATION PROGRAMS ARE EQUITABLY 
DISTRIBUTED AROUND THE CITY AND THOSE THAT DO NOT BROKEN OUT BY AGE AND RACE. THERE 
WERE 877 SUBMISSIONS THAT ANSWERED THIS QUESTION.

NO 310 (35%) / NOT SURE 217 (25%) / YES 350 (40%)
20 < (NO 20 / NOT SURE 12 / YES 18)
21-29 (NO 17 / NOT SURE 8 / YES 13)
30-39 (NO 39 / NOT SURE 12 / YES 28)
40-49 (NO 28 / NOT SURE 22/ YES 37)
50-59 (NO 48 / NOT SURE 36 / YES 73)
60 > (NO 144 / NOT SURE 114 / YES 170)
AMERICAN INDIAN (NO 4 / NOT SURE 2 / YES 1)
ASIAN (NO 5 / NOT SURE 2 / YES 0)
BLACK OR AFRICAN AMERICAN (NO 52 / NOT SURE 8 / YES 29)
MULTIPLE RACES (NO 6 / NOT SURE 3 / YES 2)
WHITE (NO 203/ NOT SURE 182 / YES 296 )

2. PERCENTAGE OF RESPONDENTS THAT REGULARLY USE THE CITY’S PARKS OFTEN OR SOMETIMES. 
THERE WERE 883 SUBMISSIONS THAT ANSWERED THIS QUESTION.
NO NEVER 90 (10%) / SOMETIMES 461 (52%) / YES OFTEN 332 (38%)
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3. PERCENTAGE OF RESPONDENTS THAT THINK THE CITY SHOULD DEVELOP AND MAINTAIN DOG 
PARKS, AND WHERE THEY WOULD LIKE TO SEE THEM LOCATED. THERE WERE 887 SUBMISSIONS THAT 
ANSWERED DEVELOP DOG PARKS
NO 248 (28%) / UNSURE 187 (21%) / YES 452 (51%)

THERE WERE 471 SUBMISSIONS THAT ANSWERED DOG PARK LOCATION
DOWNTOWN 212 (45%) / NORTHSIDE 234 (50%) / EASTSIDE 169 (36%) / SOUTHSIDE 304 (65%) / 
WESTSIDE 162 (34%) / 

4. PERCENTAGE OF FOLKS THAT WOULD LIKE TO SEE SOME OF THE PARKWAYS USED AS COMMUNITY 
GARDENS TO HELP ALLEVIATE THE PROBLEM OF “FOOD DESERTS”. THERE WERE 875 SUBMISSIONS 
THAT ANSWERED THIS QUESTION.
NO 236 (27%) / UNSURE 103 (12%) / YES 536 (61%)

5. PERCENTAGE OF PEOPLE THAT THINK ANNEXATION IS VERY OR SOMEWHAT IMPORTANT. THERE 
WERE 864 SUBMISSIONS THAT ANSWERED THIS QUESTION.
NOT IMPORTANT 201 (23%) / NOT SURE 107 (12%)/ SOMEWHAT 413 (48%) / VERY 143 (17%)

TRANSPORTATION ELEMENT
1. HOW MANY PEOPLE THINK THAT THE BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN INFRASTRUCTURE IS ADEQUATE 
OR NEEDS IMPROVEMENT BASED ON AGE OF RESPONDENTS. 
 20 AND YOUNGER (YES 14 / NOT SURE 12 / NO 23)
 21 – 29 (NO 19 / NOT SURE 6 / YES 12)
 30-39 (YES 20 / NOT SURE 4 / NO 54)
 40-49 (NO 64 / NOT SURE 5 / YES 18)
 50-59 (YES 40 / NOT SURE 12 / NO 97)
 60 > (NO 265 / NOT SURE 43 / YES 110)

2. TOP THREE BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN INTERSECTION IMPROVEMENTS THAT RESPONDENTS 
WOULD LIKE TO SEE.
STRONGER VISUALS 474

PILOT PROGRAMS FOR DEDICATED PEDESTRIAN CROSSING LIGHT AT INTERSECTIONS 339
BUMPOUTS 335
BETTER BIKE AND PEDESTRIAN WARNING SIGNAGE FOR MOTORISTS 335
OTHER 129

3. PERCENTAGE OF RESPONDENTS THAT DESIRE A GREENWAY (HIGH, MEDIUM, OR LOW PRIORITY). 
RESPONSES ALSO BROKEN DOWN BY AGE COHORTS. THERE WERE 871 SUBMISSIONS WHO 
ANSWERED THIS QUESTION.
HIGH PRIORITY 169 (19%)
LOW PRIORITY 290 (33%)
MEDIUM PRIORITY 363 (42%)
60 > (HIGH 69 / MED 169 / LOW 161)
50-59 (LOW 52 / MED 56 / HIGH 33)
40-49(HIGH 21 / MED 39 / LOW 23)
30-39 (LOW 27 / MED 30 / HIGH 21)
21-29 (HIGH 5 / MED 26 / LOW 6)
20 < (LOW 7 / MED 22 / HIGH 10)
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4. TOP 5 FEATURES THAT PEOPLE WOULD LIKE TO SEE INCLUDED IN A GREENWAY SYSTEM. 
DEDICATED BIKE/PEDESTRIAN AND/OR MULTI-MODAL ALL-WEATHER LANES WITH PAVED OR 
ALTERNATIVE SURFACES 516
CLEAR MAPS 499
VARIED ROUTE 488
BOARDWALKS 455
FREQUENT RESTING 360
OFF ROAD TRAILS 336
DOG PLAY AREAS 329
PLACES TO STOP 316
PLAY AREAS 308
EDUCATIONAL SIGNAGE 301
NATURAL RESOURCE 266

5. HOW IMPORTANT IS MULTIUSE CONNECTIVITY CITYWIDE? VERY IMPORTANT, SOMEWHAT 
IMPORTANT, LOW IMPORTANCE BROKEN DOWN BY AGE AND RACE.
LOW IMPORTANCE 215
SOMEWHAT IMPORTANCE 358
VERY IMPORTANT 298
AMERICAN INDIAN (SOMEWHAT 2 / VERY 2 / LOW 3)
ASIAN (SOMEWHAT 4 / VERY 3 / LOW 0)
AFRICAN AMERICAN (LOW 17 / SOMEWHAT 31 / VERY 37)
WHITE (VERY 229 / SOMEWHAT 280 / LOW 169)
20 < (LOW 5 /SOMEWHAT 29 / VERY 15)
21-29 (LOW 7 / SOMEWHAT 15 / VERY 16)
30-39 (LOW 17 / SOMEWHAT 31 / VERY 31)
40-49 ( LOW 11 / SOMEWHAT 32 / VERY 45)
50-59 (VERY 57 / SOMEWHAT 56 / LOW 36)
60 > (LOW 129 / SOMEWHAT 176 / VERY 123)

6. HOW MANY WOULD LIKE TO SEE BIKES AND SCOOTER RENTALS AVAILABLE AT A GREENWAY 
TRAILHEAD.
NEUTRAL 266
YES 265
NO 183
BICYCLES ONLY 162

7. HOW MAY THINK BEAUTIFYING OUR GATEWAY CORRIDORS ARE IMPORTANT.
YES 641 / NOT SURE 93 / NO 141

8. DO PEOPLE THINK OUR PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION IS SUFFICIENT? BROKEN OUT BY AGE AND 
RACE.
YES 85 / NOT SURE 309 /NO 487
60 > (YES 37 / NOT SURE 147 / NO 251)
50-59 (NO 80 / NOT SURE 60 / YES 13)
40-49 (YES 10 / NOT SURE 30 / NO 49)
30-39 (NO 45 / NOT SURE 26 / YES 8)
21-29 (YES 8 / NOT SURE 14 / NO 16)
20 < (NO 28 / NOT SURE 16 / YES 5)
AMERICAN INDIAN (YES 1 / NO 5 / NOT SURE 1)
ASIAN (YES 1 / NO 6 / NOT SURE 0)
AFRICAN AMERICAN/BLACK (YES 18 / NOT SURE 11 / NO 61)
MULTIPLE RACES ( NO 5/ NOT SURE 1 / YES 3)
WHITE (NO 362 / NOT SURE 265 / YES 56)
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10. WHAT IS CONSIDERED THE MAIN PROBLEM OF OUR TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM?
NOT SURE 449
LIMITED SERVICE AREA 318
LIMITED PICK-UP TIMES 59
LIMITED STOPS 37

HOUSING ELEMENT COMMENTS
WE’RE CONCERNED BY THE AMOUNT OF HOUSES OWNED BY “LLC” COMPANIES OR OTHER FORMS 
OF “ABSENTEE LANDLORDS.”

RENOVATE OLDER HOMES

PROPERTY TAXES ARE TOO HIGH.

HOMELESSNESS IS AN ISSUE THAT OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS HAVE CHOSEN TO IGNORE OR HIDE 
FROM THE AIKEN IMAGE THAT THEY ARE TRYING TO CREATE.

PLEASE CLEAN UP THE VAGRANT POPULATIONS IN THE ALLEY. I AM APPROACHED ANY TIME I AM 
DOWN THERE. EVEN SITTING IN MY CAR OR AT AN OUTDOOR DINING TABLE.

I WOULD NEED SPECIFIC DETAILS REGARDING THE FUNDING OF THE PUBLIC/PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP 
AND MORE DETAILED INFORMATION REGARDING THE SERVICES THAT WOULD BE OFFERED OR 
PROVIDED.

AIKEN IS ALREADY OVERBUILT AND THE COMMUNITY IS BEING DESTROYED WITH EVERY NEW 
DEVELOPMENT.  THANKS TO THE ALLOWING DEVELOPERS TO CONTINUE WITHOUT ANY PLANNING, 
AND IT SHOWS.

50+ YEARS OF SOCIAL HOUSING EXPERIMENTS SHOW PEOPLE OF POVERTY DON’T PLAY UP’.  
PERPETUATING LEARNED HELPLESSNESS DOESN’T REMEDIATE SOCIAL DISPARITIES…EDUCATION 
DOES.

AIKEN IS EXPANDING IN A BAD DIRECTION.  THE PLANNING COMMISSION PASSES EVERYTHING 
THAT COMES IT’S WAY.  

AIKEN IS BECOMING OVER-DEVELOPED AND WILL LOOSE IT’S CHARM, APPEAL AND UNIQUENESS.  

GET RID OF THE ARROGANT AMDC AND PREVENT IT’S GROSS OVERREACH.

WE NEED A VARIETY AS WELL AS MIXED INCOME NEIGHBORHOODS. 

ALL SINGLE FAMILY AREAS ARE OUTDATED.

TOO MANY DWELLINGS BEING BUILT ON TOO SMALL PARCELS OF LAND.

AFFORDABLE SHORT TERM RENTALS TO SUPPORT THE WINTER HORSE COMMUNITY.

THERE IS A DRUG PROBLEM IN AIKEN AS IN MANY CITIES & TOWNS.  IT’S KEPT VERY QUIET IN AIKEN, 
BUT IT NEEDS ATTENDING, SOONER, RATHER THAN LATER.

PUTTING PUBLIC HOUSING SITES BY PRIVATE HOMES IS A SERIOUS PROBLEM.  STOP PUTTING PUBLIC 
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HOUSING BY ESTABLISHED NEIGHBORHOODS, YOU SIMPLY INCREASE OUR CRIMES IN GOOD 
NEIGHBORHOODS!

I DON’T FEEL APARTMENTS OR HOUSES OR TOWNHOMES OR CONDOS SHOULD BE BUILT IN THE 
HISTORIC DOWNTOWN AREA. NO PARKING GARAGE EITHER.

THE SPRAWL OF FAST COOKIE CUTTER HOUSES IS SAD. THERE ARE NO TREES AND NO PRIVACY, AS 
THEY ARE PACKED CLOSE. THIS TOWN HAS A WALMART WITH CREPE MYRTLES…

MORE OPTIONS FOR SENIORS SIMILAR TO KALMIA LANDING.

URBAN SPRAWL REDUCING ACCESS TO AMENITIES.

MAINTAINING THE CHARACTER OF AIKEN WHILE DEVELOPING.

THINK THE SOUTH SIDE IS JAM PACKED WITH HOUSING AND SHOPPING…SHOULD EVENLY SPREAD 
MORE OPTIONS TO OTHER AREAS OF AIKEN. THIS WOULD HELP THE MANY ISSUES INCLUDING 
TRAFFIC IN THAT HEAVILY POPULATED AREA.

A LACK OF PROFESSIONAL TRADES PEOPLE TO WORK ON HOMES.

ZONING - SOME PARTS OF TOWN ARE OVER-CROWDED AND CLUTTERED WHILE OTHERS ARE 
UNDER-DEVELOPED.

SUFFICIENT AFFORDABLE HOUSING, THIS IS A REAL NEED AROUND HERE.

TEMPORARY HOME/SHELTER FOR CHILDREN WHO ARE IN THE FOSTER CARE SYSTEM. CURRENTLY, 
CHILDREN ARE OFTEN BEING SENT FAR FROM AIKEN WHEN THEY COME INTO THE SYSTEM. THIS IS 
VERY DISRUPTIVE AND UNFAIR. EPWORTH, IN COLUMBIA IS A MODEL FACILITY. WE CAN DO THIS.
HOUSING THAT IS IN DISREPAIR THAT IS A BLIGHT ON THE COMMUNITY THAT ISN’T BEING REPAIRED 
OR MAINTAINED. WE NEED TO HOLD THE HOME OWNERS RESPONSIBLE TO MAINTAIN THEIR 
PROPERTIES.

DOWNTOWN SHOULD REMAIN PICTURESQUE. DEVELOP THE OLD HOSPITAL AND THE MALL FOR 
BIGGER PROJECTS.

THERE ARE A BILLION PLACES TO LIVE BEING PUT UP BUT THEY ARE NEITHER AFFORDABLE NOR 
SUSTAINABLE. WE SHOULD BE LOOKING TO BUILD MORE HOMES THAT WILL LAST!

DO NOT WANT HIGH DENSITY, CHEAPLY MADE HOUSING INCLUDING ROW HOUSING.

NOT ENOUGH CAMPGROUND SITES FOR PEOPLE WHO COME TO WORK AT SRS THAT WANT TO 
LIVE IN A CAMPER.

A TINY HOME VILLAGE FOR HOMELESS/POVERTY LEVEL PEOPLE WOULD BE GOOD. 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING FOR RETIREES WHO DON’T WANT $300,000 HOMES WOULD BE NICE.

AFFORDABLE SMALL HOUSES TO RENT OR BUY ARE NOT AVAILABLE IN AIKEN.  APARTMENTS AND 
SLUMLORD RENTAL HOUSES SIMPLY CANNOT BE FOUND FOR UNDER $1,000, VERY FEW FOR MAYBE 
750 BUT THOSE NEED A LOT OF CLEANING AND REPAIRS THAT ULTIMATELY FALL ON THE RENTER.

NEED MORE ONE STORY DWELLINGS FOR THE GROWING SENIOR POPULATION.
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THE PROPERTY APS HEADQUARTERS W/B PERFECT FOR A TINY HOUSES FOR HOMELESS CITIZENS 
WHO TRULY WANT CHANGED LIVES - A HAND-UP NOT A HANDOUT. ALSO NEEDED IS A LARGE 
DEVELOPMENT OF SINGLE SMALLER HOMES (750-1250SQ.FT) FOR SENIORS, WIDOWS, WIDOWERS
TOO MANY MOBILE HOMES, AND UNMANAGED STICK BUILDS THAT ARE LITERALLY FALLING APART.

AIKEN NEEDS A DAY SHELTER FOR THE HOMELESS. TINY HOMES ARE A GREAT OPTION AS WELL 
ESPECIALLY IF THEY WILL ACCOMODATE THE HOMELESS AND UP TO ONE PET IF THEY HAVE ONE.

I DON’T THINK THE ABOVE OPTION SHOULD BE OUR ONLY OFFERING. YES, WE NEED A ONE-STOP 
PLACE TO PROVIDE ASSISTANCE, BUT NOT A ONE BUILDING SOLUTION. WE NEED ALL TYPES OF 
OPTIONS FOR POOR RESIDENCE IN OUR COUNTY.

NOT ENOUGH AFFORDABLE HOUSING. SHOULD BE MORE AVAILABLE WHERE RENT IS LESS THAN 
$1000.

HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE HOMES FOR RETIREES 1,000 - 1,500 SQUARE FEET FOR DOWNSIZING IN 
RETIREMENT.  

TINY HOMES FOR EXTREMELY LOW-INCOME PERSONS EXPERIENCING HOMELESSNESS.  

AFFORDABLE HOUSING FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES.

HOMES THAT NEED TO BE DEMOLISHED DUE TO NEGLECT.

PROPERTY OWNERS NOT RENEWING LEASES TO AFFORDABLE APARTMENTS CREATING 
HOMELESSNESS FOR MENTALLY DISABLED PERSONS OR OTHER RECEIVING ONLY SSI.

WE ALSO NEED TO ADDRESS SMALL HOMES FOR HOMELESS FAMILIES.

PUBLIC HOUSING CLOSE TO INDUSTRIES TO ENABLE THOSE ON PUBLIC ASSISTANCE TO GO TO 
WORK WITHOUT THE EXPENSES AND LICENSE REQUIREMENTS OF PERSONAL TRANSPORTATION.

THE ALARMING RATE OF RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT SIMPLY MUST STOP. 
THERE IS NOTHING CHARMING ABOUT TRACT HOUSES ON QUARTER-ACRE LOTS WITH IDENTICAL 
SETBACK DISTANCES FROM THE STREET. AND HOW MANY MORE CAR WASHES AND STORAGE 
UNITS DO WE NEED?

BUILD TOO MANY TOO FAST THEN YOUR ROADS CRUMBLE THEN IT’S OVER CROWDING TRAFFIC 
CONSTRUCTION.
NEED LOWER COST RENT APARTMENTS.

NEED LAND TO ALLOW TINY HOUSE VILLAGE ABOUT 175-200 SQ FT HOMES SO IT IS CLOSE TO 
TRANSPORTATION AND FOOD CHOICES.

BUILD A LARGER SALVATION ARMY HOMELESS SHELTER.

HOUSING BY ITSELF IS NOT BEST SOLUTION - SUPPORTIVE FUNCTIONS MUST BE PART OF A TOTAL 
SOLUTION - THIS CAN BE BEST SUPPLIED IN A TINY HOME TYPE OF COMMUNITY THAT BREEDS SOCIAL 
CONNECTIONS AND HAS PASTORAL, MEDICAL, SOCIAL, SHOPPING READILY AVAILABLE.

THERE ARE NOT ENOUGH SMALLER SIZED HOUSING UNITS, WHETHER TOWNHOMES, CONDOS, TINY 
HOMES, SMALL HOUSES. NOT EVERYONE HAS A FAMILY, NOR WANTS A HOUSE BIGGER THAN 1200 
S.F.  WE ALSO NEED TO PRESERVE THE CHARACTER OF THE CITY WITH HOUSING DOWNTOWN. 
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HOUSING OR APARTMENTS ARE TOO EXPENSIVE.

EVERY HOMELESS SHELTER IN THE USA HAS DESTROYED THE AREA AROUND IT.

TOO MANY OLD STYLE COOKIE CUTTER SUBDIVISION AND APARTMENTS ALONG WHISKEY ROAD 
ARE BEING BUILT SO QUICKLY. THESE ARE PASSED, AND NOT APPEALING TO YOUNG PEOPLE - GET 
OUT AND SEE WHAT OTHER PLACES ARE DOING!

DON’T BE SO ANXIOUS TO BUILD THIS PLACE INTO THE NEXT BIG THING. THE CHARM IS ALREADY 
BEING DAMAGED BY THE MANY, MANY HOUSING DEVELOPMENTS IN THE AREA. I LOVE AIKEN, BUT 
AM ALREADY THINKING ABOUT WHERE I NEED TO GO NEXT TO GET AWAY FROM SEETHING MASSES
AIKEN DOES NOT NEED ANY MORE PUBLIC HOUSING IT ATTRACTS CRIMINALS DRUG TRAFFIC AND 
STATISTICALLY A HIGHER RATE OF CRIMES COMMITTED.

BUILDING CODES ARE NOT BEING ENFORCED.

THE SENIOR CITIZENS IN OUR COMMUNITY ARE ALSO STRUGGLING WITH HOUSING.  MANY 
SENIORS HAVE EXPERIENCED THEIR RENT GO UP AND THEY CAN NO LONGER AFFORD IT ON THEIR 
SS INCOME AND THERE ARE NO AFFORDABLE HOUSING OPTIONS AVAILABLE.

I FEEL THAT AIKEN IS OVERLY POPULATED. ENOUGH WITH THE NEW DEVELOPMENT, PLEASE. LET’S 
RESTORE WHAT ALREADY EXISTS (REPURPOSE OR TEAR DOWN OLD BUILDINGS BEFORE CLEARING 
NEW LAND).

MANY HARD WORKING CITIZENS ARE BEING PRICE OUT OF OWNING A HOME.

IT IS A TRAVESTY THAT A CITY WITH THE WEALTH OF AIKEN AND WITH THE APPARENT DISPOSABLE 
INCOME OF THE CITY OF AIKEN THAT THERE SHOULD BE ANY HOMELESS HERE.

PROTECTION OF THE TREES AS LAND DEVELOPERS DEVELOP AREAS. 

USING LIGHTER COLORED ROOFING TO BETTER REFLECT HEAT. SETTING STANDARDS TO 
ENCOURAGE OPTIMAL VENTING OF ROOF SPACES, MAKING POWER VENTING AN EXPECTATION 
SO AS TO IMPROVE AIR FLOW IN ATTICS.

I DONT FEEL THE HOMELESS PEOPLE WANT HELP. I FEEL THEY ARE NOT RESPECTFUL AND ON DRUGS. 
I FEEL THEY SHOULD BE BETTER REGULATED BY THE POLICE. I SEE THEM ALL OVER AIKEN.

MANY ELDERLY, LOW-INCOME HOMEOWNERS ARE ONE UNEXPECTED EXPENSE (LIKE A NEW 
ROOF) AWAY FROM HOMELESSNESS.  RENTAL UNITS HAVE INCREASED THEIR RENTS PRECIPITOUSLY 
RECENTLY RESULTING IN A SEVERE SHORTAGE IN AFFORDABLE HOUSING FOR LOW INCOME 
RESIDENTS.

POOR QUALITY, SMALL LOTS WITH NO CHARACTER IN THE NEW SUBDIVISIONS.  EVERYTHING BEING 
BUILT OFF OF EXIT 11 IS HIDEOUS.  THESE ARE NOT HOMES OR NEIGHBORHOODS THAT WILL SURVIVE 
WELL IN 30 YEARS.

I LIVE ON COMBINE COURT IN HOPELAND FARMS AND DRUG DEALING HAS BEEN ONGOING. 
I HAVE NOTIFIED THE SHERIFF’S OFFICE NUMEROUS TIMES, YET CITY POLICE HAVE ARRIVED FOR 
SHOOTINGS AND FIRES CLAIMING “DRUGS ARE NOT OUR JUSRISDICTION.”

NEED MORE GREEN SPACE BETWEEN HOMES AND COMMERCIAL ENTERPRISES. 

MAINLY NEED AFFORDABLE HOUSING OPTIONS, PLACES THAT PEOPLE WHO MAKE MINIMUM 
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WAGE CAN AFFORD.

NOT ENOUGH SUPPLY TO MEET THE DEMAND.

NOT ENOUGH ROOM IN THE ONE SHELTER IN THE ENTIRE COUNTY.

NOT ENOUGH MENTAL HEALTH RESOURCES.

MINIMUM LOT SIZE FOR TINY HOUSES IS TOO LARGE. I WOULD LIKE TO BUY A LOT DOWNTOWN AND 
PUT 2 TINY HOUSES ON IT (ONE FOR ME AND ONE FOR A FRIEND), BUT RIGHT NOW THAT IS NOT 
ALLOWED UNDER THE CURRENT ZONING/BUILDING REGULATIONS.

THERE ARE MANY HOMELESS AND NO WHERE FOR THEM TO GO. THERE SHOULD BE A CITY 
PROGRAM TO ADDRESS THIS BASIC NEED.

I AM DISAPPOINTED THAT THE CITY DOES NOT LEAVE THE REC. CENTERS OPEN ALL NIGHT FOR THE 
HOMELESS DURING COLD OR EXTREMELY HOT WEATHER INSTEAD OF MAKING THEM LEAVE AT 9 
PM.

AS SOMEONE WHO WORKS IN SOCIAL SERVICES, I CAN ATTEST THAT THE SALVATION ARMY IS 
NOT EQUIPPED TO HANDLE THE VOLUME OF HOMELESS IN THE DOWNTOWN AREA, NOR IS THEIR 
MISSION LONG TERM PLACEMENT OR STABILITY. MORE AFFORDABLE, SMALL UNIT DEVELOPMENTS 
WOULD HELP.

PERMANENT SUPPORTIVE HOUSING WOULD BE A GREAT ADDITION FOR THOSE WHO ARE 
CHRONICALLY HOMELESS.

COMPANIES ARE COMING INTO THE CITY OF AIKEN BUYING APARTMENT COMPLEX.  THESE 
COMPANIES ARE UPGRADING THE APARTMENTS AND CHARGING DOUBLE THE PRICE FOR THE 
APARTMENTS.  EXAMPLE- DEXTER ARMS. THE COST TO RENT AN APARTMENT THERE IS BETWEEN 622 
AND HIGHER.

THE CITY NEEDS TO BE A LEADER IN PARTNERSHIPS TO SOLVE ROOT CAUSES OF HOMELESSNESS.  
MENTAL HEALTH, ADDICTIONS AND ANY OTHER DRIVING FACTORS.

THE HOMELESS DESERVE AN AFFORDABLE AND CLEAN HOME WHERE THEY CAN LIVE WITH DIGNITY 
AND BE ABLE TO RECEIVE ASSISTANCE TO HELP THEM IMPROVE THEIR LIFE.  JAIL SHOULD NOT BE AN 
ALTERNATIVE FOR THOSE WHO “CAMP” WITHIN THE CITY BECAUSE THEY CAN’T AFFORD HOUSING
MORE OPTIONS FOR PEOPLE STRUGGLING WITH ADDICTION AS WELL.

HOMELESSNESS IS BEING EXACERBATED BY INFLATION AND GOVT POLICIES. MY TAX DOLLARS 
SHOULDN’T GO TO BUILDING HOMELESS SHELTERS.

HOMELESSNESS IS AN ISSUE IN AIKEN AND NEEDS TO BE INCLUDED IN THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN.

THERE IS A NEED FOR ADDITIONAL HOMELESS SHELTER SPACE FOR TEMPORARY AS WELL AS 
LONGER TERM STAYS.  THERE IS ALSO A NEED FOR MORE PERMANENT HOUSING FOR HOMELESS.  
TINY HOMES, SOME MUCH SMALLER AND LESS EXPENSIVE THAN 450 SQ FT., COULD SATISFY PART 
OF THIS.

I WOULD LIKE TO SEE THE SALVATION ARMY AND THE ORGANIZATIONS WHO SERVE THAT 
POPULATION BE ASKED TO ADDRESS WHEN THEY HAVE FOUND.
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THE HOMELESS ARE NOT AS VISIBLE HERE AS IN BIG CITIES BUT THEY ARE HERE, LIVING IN THE WOODS.  
WE NEED TO DO SOMETHING.

FOOD, CLOTHING AND SHELTER. LOTS OF HOMELESS NEAR THE TRAIN MUSEUM.

HOMELESS VETERANS.

HOMELESS PEOPLE NEED TO GET JOBS FIRST AND TO SUPPORT THEMSELVES AND THEIR FAMILIES.

WE NEED A CENTRALIZED RESOURCE FACILITY FOR HOMELESS IN AIKEN.

WE NEED A SOCIAL SERVICE AGENCY DEDICATED EXCLUSIVELY TO SERVICES FOR THE HOMELESS 
IN AIKEN.

THE AIKEN GOVERNMENT SHOULD DEDICATE UNUSED BUILDING SPACE FOR SERVICES TO THE 
HOMELESS.

HOMELESS PERSONS SHOULD BE REQUIRED TO HAVE A JOB (PROVIDED BY CITY OR COUNTY SUCH 
AS GENERAL LABOR). GIVING HOMELESS FREE HOUSING PROVIDES NO INCENTIVE TO GET OFF THE 
PAYROLL OF THE CITY.

HOMELESSNESS IS NOT THE ISSUE, WE HAVE A MENTAL HEALTH CRISIS ON OUR HANDS.

THE MASSIVE DEVELOPMENT CURRENTLY GOING ON IN AIKEN AND SURROUNDING AREA IS TOO 
MUCH TOO FAST. IT WILL DEVALUE THE QUALITY HOUSING THAT ALREADY EXISTS. IN 10 YEARS THESE 
HOUSES WILL BE SLUMS DUE TO POOR QUALITY WORKMANSHIP AND MATERIALS. 

HELPING TO REPAIR OLDER HOMES AND MANAGING UNKEPT PROPERTY.

TINY HOMES AS TRANSITIONAL HOUSING FOR HOMELESSNESS IS BRILLIANT, CLUSTERED IN 
COMMUNITIES. “CLUBHOUSES”  WITH LAUNDRY,  COMPUTER CENTER, GATHERING SPACE, 
OUTDOOR GATHERING SPACE, GARDEN SPACE.   COURSES IN NUTRITION, FINANCES, ETC COULD 
BE OFFERED.

DISPLACING OLD TIME FAMILIES TO BUILD EXPENSIVE HOMES AND APARTMENTS FOR THE NEWBIES 
IS NOT THE ANSWER.

I BELIEVE THAT WITH THIS HOUSING MARKET CRISIS THE COST OF HOMES FOR PURCHASE HAS SKY 
ROCKETED.... EVEN RENTAL RATES ARE RIDICULOUS RIGHT NOW. IT IS SO HARD TO BE ABLE TO 
PROVIDE FOR YOUR FAMILY AND AFFORD RENT/MORTGAGE.

AIKEN SEVERELY LACKS AFFORDABLE  HOUSING IN THE $500 - $700 MO. RANGE PARTICULARLY 
FOR LOW INCOME FAMILIES.  THERE ARE WAITING LIST AT MOST LOW INCOME SENIOR HOUSING 
AS WELL.  FOR THOSE EARNING UNDER $1500 MONTH THERE IS NOTHING.

I WOULD LIKE TO SEE THE CITY GROW TO THE SOUTH AND WEST. WITH CONTINUED GROWTH ON 
SILVER BLUFF RD TO JEFFERSON DAVIS. JDH, HITCHCOCK PARKWAY WOULD BE A GREAT PLACE 
FOR A CITY CENTER, HELPING TO STIMULATE HOUSING IN THIS AREA.

WE ALSO NEED TRANSITIONAL HOUSING FOR HOMELESS INDIVIDUALS, DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
SURVIVORS, ETC. MOVING OUT OF SHELTERS/SAFE HOUSES.

I THINK APARTMENT BUILDINGS WOULD BE BEST BECAUSE THEY TAKE UP LESS LAND AND LEAVE 
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MORE SPACE FOR GREEN SPACES AND URBAN FARMING.

GIVEN THE RECENT GROWTH IN THE AREA, WE NEED TO MAKE SURE WE ARE BUILDING SUSTAINABLY, 
REUSING RESOURCES, THINKING OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT, SOLAR ENERGY/ALTERNATIVE 
ENERGY.

HOMELESSNESS IS A PROBLEM EVERYWHERE AND MOST PEOPLE DON’T CARE.  DON’T STIGMATIZE 
THOSE UNHOUSED BECAUSE OF MENTAL ILLNESS, SUBSTANCE ABUSE, OR OTHER ISSUES.. IN A 
CARING COMMUNITY THERE SHOULDN’T BE ANYONE HOMELESS.

THERE ARE MANY CURRENT NEIGHBORHOODS NEED TO BE CLEANED UP BEFORE ADDING MORE.  
THEY ARE THE CAUSE OF INCREASED DRUGS AND CRIME IN THE AREA.
I BELIEVE WE NEED MORE MULTIFAMILY OPTIONS.

IF WE ARE CONSIDERING A HOMELESS SHELTER, THERE NEEDS TO BE A WAY FOR THOSE TAKING 
ADVANTAGE OF THE SHELTER TO EARN THEIR SHELTER. VOLUNTEER FOR OTHER NONPROFITS OR 
WORK FOR THE CITY/COUNTY IN SOME CAPACITY - WHERE HELP IS NEEDED.

THE CITY WILL NEED TO WORK WITH THE COUNTY CONCERNING HOMELESSNESS IN DOUGHNUT 
HOLES AROUND CITY ANNEXATION.

NO LESS THAN 70 YEARS OF FAILED HISTORY HAS PROVEN AT THE FEDERAL, STATE, AND LOCAL 
LEVEL THAT GOVERNMENT CANNOT PROVIDE APPROPRIATE SOLUTIONS TO HOMELESSNESS.  IT 
FEELS GOOD TO DREAM ABOUT IT, BUT YOU’LL SPEND MILLIONS AND NOT MAKE A DENT.  MOVE 
ON.

I BELIEVE THE CITY SHOULD HAVE A MORATORIUM ON HOUSING / INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 
FOR A PERIOD OF TIME TO REALLY ANALYSIS GROWTH.  GROWTH IS GOOD & INEVITABLE. THE 
IMPRESSION RIGHT NOW IS THAT LAND IS BEING SOLD & DEVELOPED AT TOO RAPID A RATE.

THERE ARE NOT ENOUGH SHELTER FACILITIES TO OCCUPY THE NEED. TINY HOMES OR POCKET 
NEIGHBORHOODS ARE AN ESSENTIAL NEED OF THIS COMMUNITY IN ORDER TO PROVIDE SAFE, 
ADEQUATE, AND AFFORDABLE HOUSING TO ALL. 

RESOURCE DAY CENTERS ARE NOT AVAILABLE.

NEED HOUSING FOR YOUNG PROFESSIONALS WITH RESTAURANTS AND BARS WITHIN WALKING 
DISTANCE EVEN IF NOT DOWNTOWN.

EVERY TIME I FIND I HOME I WANT TO BUY, SOME MAKES AN ALL CASH OFFER SO I CANNOT BUY IT.

TOO MANY APARTMENTS BEING BUILT.  APARTMENTS RIGHT BY NICE HOMES.

ABSOLUTELY WOULD SUPPORT A HOMELESS SHELTER!!!

AIKEN HAS TOO MANY ABANDONED PROPERTY AREAS WHERE AFFORDABLE HOUSING CAN 
BE BUILT. THE AREA NEEDS A COMMUNITY FOR THE HOMELESS/POVERTY-STRICKEN THAT HAS 
EVERYTHING IN THE COMMUNITY. FOR EXAMPLE, DOCTOR’S OFFICES, JOB TRAINING, AND 
SHOPPING AREAS.

IT’S SAD HOW IT’S ALL THESE RICH PEOPLE IN THE CITY OF AIKEN AND BUILDING AND HOMES JUST 
FOR THE WEALTHY BUT IT’S HARD FOR PEOPLE THAT’S NOT WEALTHY JUST TO GET A HOME IN AIKEN 
SOUTH CAROLINA.
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THERE’S A RACE PROBLEM WITHIN OUR HOUSING ECOSYSTEM. I’VE NOTICED THAT WHEN WE WERE 
LOOKING FOR OUR HOME AND NOW AS WE LOOK FOR INVESTMENT PROPERTIES. WE LITERALLY 
HAVE TO USE MY WIFE’S NAME ON INQUIRIES BECAUSE IT’S NOT AS ETHNIC SOUNDING AS MINE.

KEEPING VIOLENCE AND CRIME OUT OF THE DOWNTOWN AND EXPENSIVE NEIGHBORHOODS BY 
ISOLATING AFFORDABLE HOUSING TO CERTAIN AREAS ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF TOWN.

VACANT BUILDINGS AND DISREPAIR OF CURRENT PROPERTIES.

GENTRIFICATION IS A PROBLEM.

MULTI FAMILY DEVELOPMENTS DON’T APPEAR TO HAVE SUFFICIENT PLANNING CONTROL.

LARGE DEVELOPMENTS OF SMALL LOT, SMALL HOMES ARE A RECIPE FOR BUDGET DISASTER.  
THESE DEVELOPMENTS GENERATE MUCH LOWER TAX INCOME THAN THEIR FINANCIAL MUNICIPAL 
BURDEN.   WHILE MIXED HOUSING IS NECESSARY, THE CITY MUST BE CAREFUL.  

CLEAN UP BLIGHTED NEIGHBORHOODS. THE CITY NEEDS TO ENACT A SOLID NON-LITTER 
ORDINANCE AND ENFORCE IT.  THE CITY NEEDS TO INVOLVE ALL CITY OFFICIALS IN REPORTING 
ILLEGAL DUMPING. POLICE CARS AND OTHER CITY OFFICIALS DRIVE BY TRASH IN THE STREET.

CURRENT NEIGHBORHOODS NEED ASSISTANCE TO CLEAN UP STREETS AND A CITY WIDE ORDINANCE 
TO PREVENT LITTERING SHOULD BE ENACTED.  

ILLEGAL DUMPING IS A MAJOR ISSUE THAT NEEDS TO BE ADDRESSED BY ALL CITY AGENCIES AS IT 
AFFECTS ALL CURRENT CITIZENS.

TOO MUCH “DISPOSABLE” HOUSING PROJECTS BEING BUILT. MORE EMPHASIS SHOULD BE PLACED 
ON QUALITY OF CONSTRUCTION.

I WOULD LIKE HOUSING FOR HOMELESS CITIZENS.  I DO NOT BELIEVE A “ONE AND DONE” HOMELESS 
SHELTER IS GOOD.  JUST LIKE MOST OF US, PEOPLE WANT THEIR OWN SPACE AND SOMETHING 
THEY CAN LOCK THEIR BELONGINGS IN.  ASK HOMELESS ON THE DECISION PROCESS.

GARAGES SHOULD BE IN BACK OF PROPERTY, PROBABLY SINGLE WITH A LEAN-TO SHED FOR 
STORAGE OR GARDEN TOOLS. FENCED IN YARD, SIDEWALKS, FRONT OR A SIDE PORCH. NO 
POOLS.

WE NEED TO INVEST IN TINY HOMES. WE NEED THE SHELTER BUT THERE SHOULD BE A NEXT STEP 
AFTER THAT.

NUISANCE/EYESORE PROPERTIES ARE AN ISSUE EVERYWHERE, INCLUDING HOMES WITH TOO MANY 
VEHICLES, TRUCKS, CAMPERS, ETC. SO THAT NEIGHBORHOOD STREETS LOOK LIKE USED CAR LOTS.

HOMELESS SHELTERS CAN ONLY DO SO MUCH.  SOME OF THE HOMELESS HAVE MENTAL AND  
EMOTIONAL ISSUES.  HELPERS CAN TAKE THEM TO A SHELTER BUT THEY CHOOSE TO LEAVE 
AFTERWARDS.  HOMELESSNESS IS A PROBLEM BUT I AM UNSURE IT IS ANY MORE OR LESS THAN 
ANYWHERE ELSE.

I AM CONCERNED WITH THE GENTRIFICATION THAT IS TAKING PLACE, PUSHING PEOPLE OUT OF 
THEIR HOMES IN TOWN.

KEEP THE HOMELESS SHELTER ON THE NORTHSIDE WHERE THE HOMELESS CONGREGATE QUIT 
FORCING EVERYTHING TO THE SOUTHSIDE -TOO MUCH TRAFFIC AND TOO MUCH CRIME AS IT IS 
NOW.
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REMEMBER THAT WHEN HOUSING IS BEING BUILT TO BRING IN HUNDREDS MORE PEOPLE TO THE 
AREA, SHOPPING AVAILABILITY MUST KEEP PACE.  OTHERWISE, PEOPLE TAKE THEIR DOLLARS TO N. 
AUGUSTA AND AUGUSTA.

THERE ARE A SIGNIFICANT NUMBER OF HOUSES IN POOR CONDITION THROUGHOUT AIKEN CITY. 
THEY ARE AN EYESORE, HAVE GREAT POTENTIAL AND IT WOULD BE NICE TO SEE MORE INVESTORS 
UPGRADE WHAT IS ALREADY THERE, THEY ARE DRAGGING DOWN PROPERTY VALUES.

NOT ENOUGH GOOD SAFE LOW INCOME HOUSING.

MY BIGGEST HOUSING CONCERN IS THAT AIKEN IS ADDING WAY TOO MANY HOUSES. WE MOVED 
HERE 20 YEARS AGO.  THERE WERE NO STOPLIGHTS AT ALL ON SILVER BLUFF ROAD BETWEEN OUR 
HOUSE AND THE CITY OF AIKEN. NOW THERE ARE 6 TRAFFIC LIGHTS. STOP DEVELOPMENT.

AVOIDING OVERSIZED BUILDINGS DOWNTOWN, THERE SHOULD BE AN ORDINANCE ABOUT 
RESPECTING THE 19TH CENTURY ARCHITECTURAL STYLE.

KEEPING ANY NEW HOUSING WITHIN THE PARAMETERS OF THE AIKEN HISTORICAL CODE. NO 
HIDEOUS DEVELOPMENTS ON THE SCALE OF PASCALIS.

TOO MANY HOUSES/CONDOS/APARTMENTS HAVE BEEN BUILT IN AIKEN IN RECENTLY YEAR. AIKEN 
LOST LOTS OF WOODED AREA.

SHORT TERM RENTALS NEED TO BE REGULATED. AIRBNB’S NEED TO BE IDENTIFIED AND THE 
APPROPRIATE TAXES COLLECTED.  THEY ARE A BUSINESS OPERATING IN NEIGHBORHOODS. NOT 
GOOD.

INFRASTRUCTURE IS INSUFFICIENT FOR EXISTING HOUSING. DEVELOPING WITH DRAINAGE DUMPING 
ONTO THE ROADS, IN DITCHES BESIDE THE ROAD- UNDERMINING PAVEMENT, INADEQUATE 
DRAINAGE, DANGEROUS DITCHES ON WHISKEY RD ACROSS FROM TACO BELL, FLOODING WITH 
HEAVY RAIN.

“PUBLIC PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP” IS A WIDE OPEN OPTION. 

HOMELESSNESS IS BEST ADDRESSED BY PROVIDING OPTIONS NEAR RESOURCES AND WORK 
OPPORTUNITIES.

OVERDEVELOPMENT.

PUBLIC AND AFFORDABLE HOUSING IS NECESSARY ALONG WITH ADDRESSING THE NEED FOR 
SERVICES FOR HOMELESS PEOPLE.

WE ARE A PROSPEROUS CITY WITH A GROWING POPULATION BUT DO LITTLE TO PROTECT THE MOST 
VULNERABLE. GROUP HOUSING, AFFORDABLE HOUSING, HOUSING ASSISTANCE, AND HOUSING 
OF THE HOMELESS IS THE MORAL RESPONSIBILITY OF A SOCIETY AND A REFLECTION ON THEIR 
SUCESS.

REMODELING WHAT WE HAVE, NOT EXPANDING SO RAPIDLY.

WE HAVE HAD ENOUGH BUILDING AND DESTROYING OF WOODED AREAS IN AIKEN. THE 
CHARACTER SHOULD BE PROTECTED.

THIS CITY NEEDS AFFORDABLE HOUSING FOR WORKING FAMILIES.   THERE NEEDS TO BE A DELIBERATE 
EFFORT TO ADDRESS THE HOMELESS.  PROVIDE A HOME FIRST THEN ADDRESS OTHER ISSUES.
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HOUSING THE HOMELESS AWAY FROM AMP THE ALLEY AND OTHER DOWNTOWN EVENTS TO KEEP 
BEGGING/DRUGS/ROBBERY AWAY FROM THE MASSES. ALREADY HAVE BEGGARS SHOWING UP 
TO AMP THE ALLEY AND HARASSING PEOPLE WHILE THEY TRYING TO EAT OUTSIDE.

NEW HOUSING DEVELOPMENT MUST BE THOUGHTFUL TOWARD KEEPING MATURE TREES AND 
PLEASE INCLUDE SIDEWALKS!

THE CITY NEEDS TO HAVE MORE THING’S AVAILABLE FOR THE CHILDREN IN THE COMMUNITY. WE 
NEED A BOWLING ALLEY, SKATING RINK OR SOMETHING IN THAT NATURE.

ABANDONED HOMES ALL OVER AIKEN.

WE DON’T HAVE THE INTERNAL SUPPORT FOR MORE APARTMENTS..EMERGENCY SERVICES.. AND 
SHOPPING.

NOT ENOUGH ATTENTION BEING PAID TO INCREASED ROAD TRAFFIC WHEN CONSIDERING 
DEVELOPMENTS. NO PROPER PRIOR PLANNING FOR TRAFFIC GROWTH.

AIKEN IS GROWING TOO QUICKLY AND FORCING OUT ALL THE FARMS. IT’S LOOSING ITS CHARM 
AND BEGINNING TO BE ANOTHER BLAH TOWN LIKE AUGUSTA.

SMALLER HOMES1,000-1,500 SF NEEDED.

NEED MORE AFFORDABLE - FEWER MCMANSIONS - WHILE MAINTAINING GREENSPACE. MORE 
PROTECTIONS FOR HISTORIC NEIGHBORS, INCLUDING THE NORTHSIDE. A MORATORIUM ON 
CHEAP DEMOLISHING OF OLD HOMES AND MORE EMPHASIS ON RESTORATION.

OF THE NEWER HOUSING DEVELOPMENTS, THERE ISN’T A SUFFICIENT MIX OF AFFORDABLE OR 
‘STARTER’ HOMES.

TAKE THE 93 MILLION SLOTTED FOR WHATEVER DEVELOPMENT AND CODE AN AREA TO BUILD TINY 
HOUSES FOR HOMELESS.

OVER DEVELOPMENT.

DOWN PAYMENT ASSISTANCE WITHOUT PERFECT CREDIT MAKE HOUSING AFFORDABLE FOR 
EVERYONE REGARDLESS OF CREDIT HISTORY.

HOUSING EDUCATION TO PREVENT HOMELESSNESS OR THOSE AT RISK OF BEING HOMELESS.

SERVICES FOR AIKEN’S HOMELESS OR HOUSING INSECURE SHOULD BE LOCATED IN AN AREA THAT 
IS ACCESSIBLE, BUT SHOULD ALSO CONSIDER THE SURROUNDING RESIDENTS AND BUSINESSES TO 
ENSURE THERE IS NO UNINTENDED NEGATIVE IMPACT FOR THOSE THAT LIVE, WORK, OR SHOP 
THERE.

AIKEN HAS A LOT OF SMALL-SIZED HOMES, UNFORTUNATELY, THE NEIGHBORHOODS WHERE THOSE 
HOMES ARE LOCATED SEEM DANGEROUS AND THE HOMES LOOK RUNDOWN, WITH YARDS FILLED 
WITH TRASH.

TINY HOMES FOR TRANSITIONAL HOUSING.

I AM NOT AWARE OF ANY CONDOS AVAILABLE IN THE CITY OF AIKEN.  THAT WOULD SEEM LIKE AN 
APPEALING CHOICE FOR YOUNG PROFESSIONALS OR EMPTY NESTERS WHO WANT TO DOWNSIZE.
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BUSINESSES ARE BEING ALLOWED TO BE DEVELOPED RIGHT ADJACENT TO HOUSING AREAS 
IMPACTING THE SAFETY AND QUALITY OF LIFE OF RESIDENTS. 

DEVELOPMENT IS BEING APPROVED WITH LITTLE OR NO CONSIDERATION OF CITY INFRASTRUCTURE 
OR TRAFFIC.
RENTERS NOT TAKING PRIDE IN HOMES THEY RENT AND TRASHING OUT PROPERTIES IN MY 
NEIGHBORHOOD.

THE HOMELESS IS A BIG PROBLEM. THE HOMELESS ARE BREAKING INTO UNOCCUPIED HOMES AND 
BUILDINGS. PUBLIC SAFETY NEEDS TO DO BETTER PATROLLING NOT JUST RIDING BY BUT GETTING 
OUT OF CAR AND LOOKING AROUND. 

SENIOR HOUSING, LOW INCOME HOUSING, RETIREMENT HOUSING.

THE OLD HOSPITAL WOULD MAKE A GREAT HOMELESS SHELTER. AND HOMELESS ARE ALREADY 
THERE.

SADLY, SO CALLED ONE STOP HOMELESS SHELTERS HAVE BEEN NOTORIOUSLY UNSUCCESSFUL IN 
HELPING THE HOMELESS POPULATION. IT IS A DEEPLY COMPLICATED PROBLEM, THAT CAN’T BE 
ADDRESSED BY JUST THROWING UP A BUILDING.

QUIT DEVELOPING. WE MOVED HERE TO GET AWAY FROM ENCROACHING POP. DENSITY.

HOUSES ARE TOO CLOSE, BUILDERS ARE TOO CONCERNED W/PROFIT THAN BEING CREATIVE & 
DON’T THINK THINGS THROUGH. WASHERS AND DRYERS SHOULD NOT BE IN MIDDLE OF HOUSE BUT 
ON A WALL TO OUTSIDE MAX 3’ VENT NOT 25’ VENT.

DON’T START SUPPORTING THIS! TRUST ME. HOMELESS WILL OVERTAKE OUR CITY. JUST SUPPORT 
OUR OWN + NO ONE ELSE. DON’T BE SEATTLE OR CA.

CHEAPER OFF CAMPUS HOUSING FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS, OR BETTER HOUSING OPTIONS FOR 
COLLEGE STUDENTS.

I WANT TO HIGHLIGHT THAT MUCH OF THE DOWNTOWN IS OLDER. MUCH OF THE SUPPORT BEHIND 
KEEPING IT THIS WAY IS A MINORITY.

LESS NEW CONSTRUCTION TO PREVENT NORTHERNERS FROM MOVING HERE.

APARTMENTS FOR STUDENTS.

YES, ALL HOUSES TEND TO LOOK THE SAME. EX. SAGE CREEK. WE NEED MORE VARIETY, COLOR 
AND STYLE.

QUALITY OF LIVING IS LOW.

SIZE TO FIT FAMILIES.

MORE AFFORDABLE OPTIONS.

PRICE AND AVAILABLE TO STUDENTS.

TOO MANY HOUSES ARE BEING BUILT - MORE PLACES TO WORK ARE NEEDED.

MORE GREEN SPACES.
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THIS CITY IS THE SAME POPULATION AS IT WAS 30 YEARS AGO. COUNTY HAS GROWN 25% HORSE 
PEOPLE, 40% RETIREES, 35% MIXED. THERE IS NO NEED FOR A CONVENTION CENTER, DOWNTOWN 
APARTMENTS THAT WILL NOT BRING PEOPLE TO LIVE HERE.

HOMELESS SHELTER DEPENDS ON LOCATION.

RENTAL HOUSING IS TOO EXPENSIVE. NOT ENOUGH HIGHER PAYING JOBS TO AFFORD YOU HIGH 
RENT WHILE RAISING A FAMILY.

STOP DEMO 200 POLICY OF DESTROYING NORTHSIDE HISTORIC HOUSES. ESTABLISH NORTHSIDE 
HISTORIC DISTRICT IN THE ORIGINAL AIKEN GRID.

INCREASING TOURISM: PROPERTY VALUE INFLATION BY NON-RESIDENTS PURCHASING HOUSES 
FOR AIR BNB/VRBO

WHY WAS HAHN VILLAGE TORN DOWN AND NOT REHABED.

OVERDEVELOPMENT.

CLEARCUTTING AND NOT ENOUGH GREENSPACE.

WILDLIFE ARE MOVING TO OTHER AREAS, POPULATION SHOULD BE MONITORED. HOUSING TO 
SUPPORT DEVELOPMENT WORKFORCE- SRS, AMC, AUTONEUM, ETC.

GROUP HOMES OR PEOPLE WITH MENTAL HEALTH ISSUES AND PHYSICAL DISABILITIES.

PREFER TO BUILD A HOMELESS SHELTER AT WESTSIDE OF CITY AWAY FROM DOWNTOWN.

TWO WEEK EVENT FOCUS COMMENTS
NO -- THERE ARE ENOUGH EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES ALREADy.

ARTS, MUSIC, DANCE, ETC.

MAYBE SOME KIND OF SPRING EVENT. IT BROAD ENOUGH TO COVER NATURE, FOOD, FASHION, 
THE HORSE COMMUNITY COULD BE INVOLVED, AND IF IT OVER LAPS OR IS CLOSE TO EASTER I’M 
SURE THE CHURCHES WOULD WANT TO TAKE PART.

SOMEWHAT INTERESTED ONLY BECAUSE I DO NOT KNOW ENOUGH ABOUT THE EQUESTRIAN 
COMMUNITY. SO, MAYBE IT WOULD BE A GREAT WAY TO INCREASE EXPOSURE TO THOSE OF US 
WHO AREN’T FAMILIAR.

MORE CULTURAL EVENTS.

I DON’T KNOW WHAT YOU MEAN BY “CELEBRATION OF THE HORSE.”  TOO VAGUE.

A BEST OF THE SOUTH EVENT WOULD BE INTERESTING SINCE AIKEN WAS NAMED ONE OF THE BEST 
SMALL TOWNS IN THE SOUTH BY SOUTHERN LIVING. THUS COULD INCORPORATE HORSES AS WELL 
AS FOOD, SPORT, DESIGN, ART, DRINKS, ETC.

CELEBRATE HITCHCOCK WOODS AT THE PARKS.
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I DON’T THINK WE NEED ANY ADDITIONAL “FOCUS” WEEKS. I ESPECIALLY FEEL THAT THE HORSE 
COMMUNITY IS OVER CATERED TO. FOCUS MORE ON FAMILIES NOT HORSES!

THE CITY HAS DRIVEN OUT NON PROFIT EVENTS WHILE PRODUCING LOWER QUALITY EVENTS OF 
THEIR OWN INDICATING THEY DO NOT HAVE THE SKILLS FOR LARGER EVENTS. AND THEY HAVE 
OFFENDED THE HORSE COMMUNITY.  
MAYBE A HISTORY FESTIVAL.

ROAD IMPROVEMENTS.

IF NOT CELEBRATION OF THE HORSE, MAYBE JUST A CELEBRATION OF AIKEN. EX. AIKEN 
HOMECOMING/REUNION.

THE HISTORY OF AIKEN, KNOWING THAT OUR EQUINE HISTORY IS STRONG BUT THESE ARE MANY 
OTHER HISTORIC THINGS ABOUT AIKEN TO FOCUS ON AND CELEBRATE.

JUST SOMETHING FAMILY FRIENDLY OR FOR ALL AGES BUT NOT JUST HORSE FOCUSED.

MORE HISTORICAL OR ARTS EVENTS THAT ARE MORE GEARED TO YOUNG FAMILIES AND CHILDREN.

MAKE IT MORE HISTORICAL WITH HORSES BEING A PART BUT NOT THE FULL FOCUS. WE ALSO HAVE 
A RICH RAILROAD HISTORY. MAYBE A WHAT MAKES AIKEN THE BEST SMALL TOWN.

I THINK THAT SORT OF EVENT COULD BE GOOD FOR THE COMMUNITY, I AM JUST NOT INTO HORSES.

I THINK A 2 WEEK EVENT WOULD JUST BE TOO MUCH TIME TO KEEP THE INTEREST OF MOST PEOPLE. 

I AM ALWAYS OPEN TO NEW EVENTS, BUT I’D SUGGEST START SMALLER.

HISTORY OF AIKEN AND HISTORIC BUILDINGS.

MULTI-DAY HEALTH AND FITNESS EXPO AND FESTIVAL INCLUDING A SPRINT TRIATHLON.

21 AND UNDER FOLKS HAVE VERY LITTLE TO DO IN AIKEN. THE 21 - 30 GROUP ALSO HAS LITTLE TO 
DO. WE NEED ACTIVITIES.

BRING BACK THE LOBSTER RACES.

MAKE THE CURRENT EVENTS BETTER AND POSSIBLY INCLUDE A NON-ALCOHOL FOCUS.

MENTAL HEALTH AND ANYTHING KID/TEEN ORIENTED, INCLUDING GETTING OTHER AGE 
POPULATIONS INVOLVED WITH KIDS/TEENS.

FAMILIES, KIDS AND THE NEXT GENERATION OF AIKENITES.

IT WOULD BE NICE TO HAVE A HISTORIC AIKEN EVENT THAT INCLUDES HORSES AND OTHER ITEMS 
HISTORIC TO AIKEN.

NOT NECESSARILY A DIFFERENT EVENT, BUT AN EVENT ALL CITIZENS COULD AFFORD AND TAKE 
PART IN, WITHOUT THE DIVISION OF INCOME RELATED AVAILABILITY.

HISTORICAL OR A RAIL ROAD EMPHASIS.

I DON’T HAVE ANY SUGGESTIONS, I’M NOT INTERESTED IN A TWO WEEK HORSE EVENT.
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THE REASON I CHOSE “SOMEWHAT” IS BECAUSE I’M NOT SURE WHAT CELEBRATION OF THE HORSE 
WOULD INCLUDE. IF IT’S BETWEEN CELEBRATION OF THE HORSE AND ANOTHER TWO WEEK EVENT 
OF ANOTHER SUBJECT, BY ALL MEANS CHANGE MY ANSWER TO “INTERESTED”.

TRUE AMERICAN HISTORY - SHOWCASING THE SACRIFICES OF OUR FOUNDING FATHERS AND HOW 
THEY PLANNED FOR FREEDOM OF THE INDIVIDUAL AND OF RELIGION.

INTERNATIONAL CULTURAL EVENTS.

ARTS, MUSIC, CULTURAL DIVERSITY. SERIOUSLY, WE HAVE ENOUGH HORSE STUFF!

I THINK A CELEBRATION OF THE CITY AS A WHOLE, NOT JUST ONE ASPECT, LIKE EQUESTRIAN, WOULD 
BETTER SERVE THE ENTIRE COMMUNITY.

I AM MORE INTERESTED IN ARTS, SPORTS, FOOD AND MUSIC EVENTS THAN IN EQUESTRIAN ACTIVITIES.
I WOULD LIKE TO SEE AN EVENT RELATED TO THE TREES. NOT NECESSARILY 2 WEEKS.

ANYTHING FOR TEENAGERS AND YOUNG ADULTS AND TO ATTRACT YOUNG FAMILIES!

LET THE DIFFERENT COMMUNITIES CREATE THEIR OWN EVENTS. THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD NOT BE 
INVOLVED IN THESE ISSUES AT ANY LEVEL OTHER THAN PERHAPS PERMITS.

THERE IS MORE TO AIKEN THAN THE HORSE. GOLF. SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY. I READ A LONG 
TIME AGO THAT  THIS AREA HAD THE HIGHEST CONCENTRATION OF PHDS IN THE COUNTRY, OR 
LET’S FOCUS ON THE GREEN SIDE. FARMING AND NATURAL AREAS.

HAVE BLOCK PARTIES. CLOSE MAIN DOWNTOWN TRAFFIC AND HAVE ART FEST WITH VENDORS 
AND FOOD TRUCKS, ETC.

THERE ARE MORE FACETS TO AIKEN THAN HORSES AND SRS.  THOSE TWO ALREADY GET MORE 
THAN ENOUGH EXPOSURE AND CELEBRATION.  LET’S SHOWCASE AND CELEBRATE THE OTHER 
WONDERFUL THINGS ABOUT AIKEN!

SOMETHING NOT CATERED TO OLD PEOPLE.

TWO WEEKS SEEMS LIKE AN AWFULLY LONG TIME!  I WOULD LIKE TO SEE MORE HISTORY 
INCORPORATED INTO EVENTS - THERE ARE SO MANY THINGS WE RESIDENTS DON’T KNOW ABOUT 
THE PAST HERE IN AIKEN, AND MORE VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES.

ARTS AND MUSIC.

GOLF.

THERE IS NO NEED FOR A 2 WEEK EVENT AT ALL.  IT WILL QUICKLY BECOME BORING AND OVERDONE.  
LESS IS MORE IS A GREAT PHILOSOPHY WHEN SPENDING TAXPAYER DOLLARS.

CELEBRATION OF AIKEN’S HISTORY -- THE GOOD AND THE NOT-SO-GOOD.

HORSES APPEAL TO A SMALL PORTION OF  AIKEN  AND LEAVES OUT BLUE-COLLAR WORKERS.

TWO WEEKS IS TOO LONG FOR ANY OF IT, IMO. THINK FIRST ABOUT THE TRAFFIC AND HUBBUB 
EXISTING RESIDENTS HAVE TO ENDURE. AND, WHO IS IT FOR ANYWAY? I’VE NEVER HEARD ANYONE 
CALL FOR SUCH AN EVENT.
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NO A TWO WEEK EVENT IS TOO LONG. WE ALREADY HAVE ENOUGH EVENTS LIKE AIKEN’S MAKIN’.

TWO WEEKS FOR ANY EVENT SEEMS TOO LONG.
I GET THAT AIKEN IS A HORSE COMMUNITY, BUT I FEEL LIKE WE HAVE ENOUGH HORSE STUFF.  THAT 
STUFF ONLY APPEALS TO THE WEALTHY AND IS NOT WELCOMING TO THOSE WHO MAY BE MEDIUM 
TO LOW INCOME.  DO SOMETHING FOR FAMILIES IN THOSE TWO WEEKS.

BRING BACK THE AIKEN BLUEGRASS FESTIVAL. ENOUGH HORSE NONSENSE. THE VAST MAJORITY 
OF AIKENITES HAVE NOTHING TO DO WITH HORSES.

CULTURAL EVENTS THAT APPEAL TO A CROSS SECTION OF OUR COMMUNITY/CITY.

CELEBRATION OF ETHNIC/CULTURAL DIVERSITY.

NO. I APPRECIATE OUR EQUESTRIAN COMMUNITY AND INDUSTRY. SINCE I’M TOO OLD TO CHASE 
POLO BALLS AND SELL THEM TO THE TOURISTS. MY INTERESTS ARE IN OTHER AREAS!

IT WOULD BE INTERESTING IF WE COULD ALSO TIE IN ALL OF THE HISTORY OF AIKEN.

A CULTURAL EVENT TO CELEBRATE THE BEAUTIFUL DIVERSITY OF OUR GREAT CITY.

AIKEN JAZZ/MUSIC FESTIVAL.

A TWO WEEK EVENT WOULD NOT BOTHER ME.

HOW ABOUT A MULTI-CULTURAL EVENT OUTSIDE DOWNTOWN TO CELEBRATE THE DIVERSITY OF 
OUR CITY?

YOUTH EVENTS.

FAMILY FRIENDLY.

THERE IS A LOT IN AIKEN THAT FOCUSES ON EQUESTRIAN. WE HAVE A MAJOR COLLEGE RIGHT HERE 
IN OUR TOWN AND WE DON’T DO MUCH TO CATER TO THE STUDENTS AND THE YOUNG ADULTS. 
WE NEED TO BE ABLE TO CONVINCE THE STUDENTS AFTER THEY GRADUATE TO STAY IN OUR AREA.

HOW ABOUT A FESTIVAL HIGHLIGHTING AND EMBRACING THE VARIOUS ETHNIC GROUPS IN 
AIKEN?

ANYTHING THAT GETS PEOPLE OUT! DANCING, SOCIAL EVENTS ETC...

I WOULDN’T BE INTERESTED BUT - WE HAVE ALREADY HAVE THE TRIPLE CROWN AND THOSE 
FESTIVITIES... MAYBE WE CAN FOCUS ON A GOLF OR MUSIC FESTIVAL LATER IN THE YEAR?

NO.  FOCUS ON HORSES APPROPRIATE.

I UNDERSTAND THAT AIKEN HAS THE EQUESTRIAN DRAW AND THIS EVENT COULD ENHANCE 
ECONOMIC ACTIVITY. BUT I FEEL AIKEN HAS A STRONG MULTI-CULTURAL POPULATION AND A 
CULTURAL EVENT CELEBRATING ALL OF AIKEN WOULD BE BETTER THAN PARADING MORE HORSE 
PEOPLE AROUND.

TRAFFIC FLOW ISSUES POSE A HUGE PROBLEM.

HOW ABOUT FOCUSING ON OUR CULTURAL ACTIVITIES, LIKE THE ARTS CENTER, THE SYMPHONY, 
AND THE MUSEUM.
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FOCUS ON THE ARTS, OR THE SAVANNAH RIVER SITE AND WHAT IT BRINGS LOCALLY.

THE ARTS. AIKEN’S HORSE COMMUNITY CAN TAKE ON ANY CELEBRATIONS AND DOES IT WELL!

ANYTHING BUT HORSES. THE CITY BLOWS SO MUCH MONEY ON HORSE TRACKS & CATERS TO 
HORSES, AND THE ELDERLY. THIS BRINGS IN ADDITIONAL TRAFFIC ON INSUFFICIENT ROADS.
HOW ABOUT CELEBRATE AIKEN?? CELEBRATE OUR TOWN, EVERYONE WHO LIVES HERE, NOT JUST 
THE HORSE COMMUNITY.

HORSES ARE GREAT, BUT THERE IS SO MUCH MORE IN AIKEN THAT SHOULD BE HIGHLIGHTED TOO. 
CREATE A “WE ARE AIKEN” EVENT INCLUDING SPORTS EVENTS / TOURNAMENT, COMMUNITY ART 
SHOW, TALENT SHOW, HORSES, GYMNASTICS, AIKEN TRIVIA, HISTORICAL REENACTMENT, ETC.

A VARIETY OF OTHER SPORTS TO HELP FOSTER DIVERSITY.

I JUST THINK 2 WEEKS IS A LONG TIME FOR ANY EVENT.

ARTS, ART DEMONSTRATIONS/CLASSES.

COMMUNITY UNITY PROJECTS.

COMMUNITY CLEANUP.

BEST NEIGHBORHOOD CONTEST.

VOLUNTEER AT YOUR LOCAL SCHOOL CONTEST/MOST VOLUNTEER SCHOOL GETS TROPHY.

CHURCH SWAP SUNDAY.

I LIVE FAIRLY FAR FROM AIKEN, SO I’M NOT SURE I WOULD MAKE THE DRIVE OUT TO AIKEN.

FOCUS ON BICYCLES AND FAMILIES.

WE’VE GOT THE “TRIPLE CROWN” ALREADY AND I AM A HORSE PERSON SO THAT SHOULD SAY A 
LOT.

THINK WE ARE GOOD WITH OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES. IF ANYTHING PROMOTE THE WOODS.

OVER TIME, I WOULD LIKE TO SEE THAT IDEA EXPANDED.  

DEVELOP 2 WEEKENDS AND 5 WEEKDAYS.

VARIETIES OF MUSIC INCLUDING JULLIARD, BLUEGRASS, JAZZ, AND SO ON TO SHOWCASE THE 
CULTURE OF OUR TOWN.

CELEBRATION OF OUR GREEN SCAPES.

USCA WEEK.

I’D MUCH PREFER A FOOD AND DRINK EVENT THAT FOCUSES ATTENTION ON LOCAL BUSINESSES.

HOW DOES THIS DIFFER FROM STEEPLECHASE - FALL AND SPRING - EVENTS AND THE POLO SEASON, 
ETC?
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NO.

NOT EVERYONE IS IN TO HORSE RACING, I WOULD LIKE TO SEE MORE FOCUS ON OUR MILITARY 
BESIDES JUST THE ONE BIG MEMORIAL DAY PARADE EACH YEAR.

CELEBRATION OF AIKEN’S WINTER COLONY HISTORY.

GOLF.

WE DON’T NEED A TWO-WEEK EVENT.

COMMUNICATIONS ABOUT HORSE EVENTS ARE POOR AT BEST.

NEIGHBORS HELPING NEIGHBORS ACROSS THE COUNTY. HELPING OLDER RESIDENTS WITH NEEDS 
BASED ENGAGEMENT. FINANCIAL, HOUSING, FOOD, SOCIAL.

MORE OF A DIVERSE CELEBRATION OF AIKEN ITSELF.

I THINK THAT IF WE’RE GOING TO DO A 2-WEEK HORSE FOCUSED EVENT, THERE NEEDS TO BE 
CROSS-POLLINATION WITH OTHER INTERESTS IN THE COMMUNITY SO THAT THE EVENTS ARE MORE 
INCLUSIVE.

A TWO-WEEK EVENT INTENDED TO SPUR GREATER INTEREST IN THE COMMUNITY SHOULD FOCUS 
ON SOMETHING OF INTEREST TO YOUNG PEOPLE AND COLLEGE STUDENTS. THE AIKEN HORSE 
COMMUNITY DOESN’T NEED PUBLIC ASSISTANCE TO PROMOTE ITS INTERESTS.

CELEBRATING SOMETHING OTHER THAN HORSES.

IT’S GREAT BECAUSE THIS IS AIKEN CULTURE. I SAID, SOMEWHAT INTERESTED BECAUSE I’M NOT A 
HORSE PERSON. HOWEVER, CHANGING THE CULTURE OF AIKEN BASED ON MY PREFERENCES IS A 
MISTAKE & THE FOCUS SHOULD BE ON KEEPING THE CULTURE THAT HAS BECOME AIKEN’S IDENTITY.

IF THEY ARE GOING TO HAVE MORE EVENTS DOWNTOWN - HORSE EVENT IS GOOD - DO SOMETHING 
ABOUT PARKING OF THE BIG PICK-UPS THAT STICK OUT IN THE ROAD.  DESIGNATE AN AREA ON 
NEWBERRY OR PENDLETON STS. TO PARK THESE VEHICLES.

I WOULD SUGGEST A ONE-WEEK HORSE EVENT AND THEN ANOTHER WEEK THAT WOULD DRAW 
THE ATTENTION OF MORE THAN JUST THE HORSE CROWD.

WHATEVER IS DECIDED NEEDS A STRONG MARKETING CAMPAIGN TO ENSURE ALL RESIDENTS ARE 
AWARE OF THE EVENTS TAKING PLACE. THERE ARE MANY TIMES I READ ABOUT EVENTS AFTER THEY 
HAVE OCCURRED.

I THINK OTHER PEOPLE WOULD REALLY APPRECIATE A HORSE RELATED EVENT - SOMETHING 
MORE FOR LOCALS WITH FAMILIES MIGHT BE SOMETHING LIKE AN ARBOR FESTIVAL (SOMETHING 
FOCUSED ON THE CITY’S GREEN SPACES AND TREE DIVERSITY).

NEED TO DIVERSIFY.  NOT EVERYONE IS INTERESTED IN EQUESTRIAN AND GOLF ... IN FACT, MOST 
ARE NOT
HOW ABOUT A CELEBRATION OF AIKEN COUNTY FARMERS?

I THINK WE SHOULD CELEBRATE OUR TREES. IF YOU CAN COMBINE THAT WITH HORSES THAT WOULD 
BE GREAT BUT WE HAVE THE MOST INCREDIBLE TREES AND THEY SHOULD BE CELEBRATED. THEY 
CAN BE CELEBRATED WITH HORSES.
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MAYBE SOMETHING THAT FOCUSES ON THE HISTORIC AND NATURAL HISTORY EVENTS. WE LOVED 
THE 175TH ANNIVERSARY EVENTS A FEW YEARS AGO AND LEARNED A LOT ABOUT THE COMMUNITY 
AND SURROUNDING AREA. EVEN THOUGH ONE WEEKEND ONLY, TOURS OF HISTORIC CHURCHES 
WAS GREAT.

NO.

WHAT IS THE NEED FOR THIS AND WHERE WILL THE FUNDING COME FROM.

ONE-WEEK EVENT INSTEAD.

WHY DOES THE CELEBRATION NEED TO BE SO NARROWED? WE SHOULD BE CELEBRATING ALL OF 
AIKEN NOT SIMPLY THE HORSES :) THEY ARE IMPORTANT BUT NOT THE ONLY THING AIKEN IS ABOUT.

WE ALREADY HAVE THE RACES.  IS THIS OVERKILL?  I’M NOT SURE WE NEED A TWO-WEEK EVENT.

EUROPEAN STYLE CHRISTMAS MARKET.

INTERESTED IN PROVIDING A COMMUNITY RESOURCE FAIR.

I THINK THIS COULD BE GOOD BUT WOULD RATHER SEE AN EFFORT TO INCREASE ACTIVITIES FOR 
FAMILIES AND YOUNG PROFESSIONALS.

WE ALREADY HAVE THE TRIPLE CROWN.

WE HAVE MANY EQUESTRIAN EVENTS YEAR ROUND. MAKES MORE SENSE TO PROMOTE MULTIPLE 
EXISTING EVENTS UNDER 1 UMBRELLA IF THOSE EVENTS HAVE HIGH SPECTATOR PARTICIPATION 
(E.G EVENTING SHOWCASE + ??)

IT WOULD BE EASY TO MODEL IT AROUND THE CURRENT TRIPLE CROWN.

NOT SURE I’D BE IN ON ANY TWO-WEEK EVENT.

YES, I GET IT THERE’S MONEY IN THE WHOLE HORSE WORLD THING, BUT THEY’RE PRETTY MUCH 
EXCLUSIVE, MONOCULTURAL, AND TYPICALLY NOT LOCAL. LITERALLY ANYTHING ELSE PLEASE.

WHY DO WE EVEN NEED A TWO WEEK EVENT?

TWO WEEKS SEEMS LONG.

WHILE I CAN APPRECIATE THE EQUESTRIAN CONTRIBUTIONS TO OUR COMMUNITY, I THINK A HORSE 
FOCUSED TWO WEEK EVENT WOULD EXCLUDE PEOPLE THAT ARE NOT ACTIVE IN THE EQUESTRIAN 
CIRCLES. 

FOCUS ON LOCAL FOODS, LOCAL HISTORY, AND/OR LOCAL HOMES AND GARDENS.

CULTURAL APPRECIATION ACTIVITIES.

THERE IS TOO MUCH INTEREST PLACED ON THE HORSE COMMUNITY AND VERY LITTLE INTEREST ON 
THE HOMELESS.

IT WOULD BE OF INTEREST TO THE COMMUNITY IF THERE WERE MORE FESTIVALS OR VETERANS’ 
APPRECIATION OF AIR SHOWS AND MILITARY INVOLVEMENT, WHICH WOULD BRING THE 
COMMUNITY TOGETHER.
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THE CITY OF AIKEN IS TOO INVOLVED IN WITH THE HORSES AND THE RICH THEY SHOULD BE MORE 
FOCUSED ON THE HOMELESS IN THE MID CLASS PEOPLE.

SOMETHING FOCUSED ON CULTURE OR MUSIC ENTERTAINMENT THAT WILL BRING US TOGETHER 
NOT SEPARATE US.

OTHER PRIORITIES ARE MORE IMPORTANT.

AN EVENT WHERE MULTIPLE ACTIVITIES COULD ATTRACT AN ASSORTMENT OF PEOPLE.

AIKEN SEEMS TO PLACE MORE VALUE ON HORSES THAN PEOPLE - ESPECIALLY POOR PEOPLE. 
HORSES AREN’T THE ONLY ECONOMIC DRIVER FOR THE CITY.

FOOD FESTIVAL.

NOT EVERYONE DOES THE HORSE THING AND AIKEN NEEDS TO FOCUS MORE ON THE GENERAL 
POPULATION THAT ARE LIVING THEIR DAY TO DAY LIVES.

WHY MUST WE HAVE A TWO-WEEK EVENT?

MAYBE CUT THE TIME TO 1 WEEK.

SOMETHING WITH MUSIC AND THE ARTS WOULD BE GREAT. IT WOULD ESPECIALLY BE NICE TO 
INCLUDE SCHOOLS AT THAT TIME TO EXPOSE CHILDREN TO MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS, CHORAL 
SINGING, ETC.

I BELIEVE TWO WEEKS IS TOO LONG A PERIOD FOR A CITY WIDE EVENT.  COMPARED THE TIME 
PERIOD TO OTHER SMALL HISTORIC TOWN EVENTS AND YOU WILL SEE A WEEK IS SUFFICIENT.  ALSO 
THERE ARE NOT SUFFICIENT HOTEL ROOMS TO HANDLE SUCH A CAMPAIGN.

NO.

A HORSE EVENT IS APPROPRIATE, I AM JUST NOT A HORSE PERSON, BUT ENJOY THE VISUAL APPEAL 
OF A HORSE COMMUNITY, SO HAPPY FOR THIS ASPECT OF THE TOWN TO BE CELEBRATED.

NOT NECESSARY.....FOCUS ON IMPROVING YEAR AROUND EVENTS.

NO. WHAT DOES AIKEN HAVE TO OFFER THAT WOULD PEOPLE’S ATTENTION FOR 2 WEEKS?

WE SEEM TO HAVE A LOT OF FOCUS EVENTS NOW.  JUST ENJOY WHAT WE HAVE....LOW KEY.

NO, CELEBRATE THE HORSE HISTORY.

I DON’T LIKE THAT JUST ONE THING BE CHOSEN. WHY NOT HAVE SEVERAL EVENTS DURING THAT 
TIME, SPREAD OUT AROUND TOWN. I RESPECT THE HORSE INDUSTRY, GOLF, ARTS, EXERCISE, ETC 
BUT I THINK MANY THINGS AIKEN SHOULD BE CELEBRATING.

EVERY DAY IS HORSE DAY IN AIKEN. UNCLEAR AS TO WHAT AN EVENT WOULD FEATURE. MORE 
DETAILS NEEDED.

PROMOTE AND SUPPORT CURRENT HORSE EVENTS.

NOT SURE WHAT IS MEANT BY “THE HORSE” EVENT.  THERE ARE PLENTY OF HORSE EVENTS.  PERHAPS 
THE CITY COULD DO MORE TO PROMOTE THEM.  THIS WOULD INCLUDE WAYS TO HELP BUSINESSES 
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TAKE ADVANTAGE OF INCREASED VISIBILITY AND POTENTIAL CUSTOMERS.

AS A HORSE PERSON, IT IS DIFFICULT TO ENVISION WHAT YOU ARE THINKING FOR A 2 WEEK EVENT. 
IT’S JUST TOO VAGUE. WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THE EVENT? WHO IS IT MEANT TO ATTRACT? THERE 
ARE JUST TOO MANY QUESTIONS FOR ME TO ACCURATELY GAUGE YOUR EFFORTS.

THE FOCUS OF ANY TWO-WEEK SHOULD EVOLVE NATURALLY WITHOUT BEING FORCED OR STARTED 
BY THE WORK OF AIKEN CITY OR COUNTY OFFICIALS.

FUN FOR FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN, ACTIVITIES FOR YOUNG ADULTS IN THE AREA.

LOCAL WILDLIFE IDENTIFICATION AND HOW TO PROTECT IT FROM THE GROWING/ESCALATING 
BUILT AREAS.
THE CITY HAS BETTER THINGS TO SPEND MONEY ON LIKE FIXING ROADS AND INFRASTRUCTURE. 
WORRY ABOUT THAT BEFORE WORRYING ABOUT EVENTS.

I THINK THERE ARE BETTER USES FOR THE FUNDS THAN A 2 WEEK EVENT. HORSE PEOPLE DON’T NEED 
SUCH AN EVENT AND IF THEY WANT ONE, THEY CAN AFFORD TO FUND IT.

WE NEED AIKEN TO SUPPORT DOG PEOPLE LIKE THEY SUPPORT HORSE PEOPLE.

HOLIDAY TRANSFORMATION.

GOLF.

LET THE VERY WEALTHY EQUESTRIAN COMMUNITY ORGANIZE SUCH AN EVENT. TAXPAYERS SHOULD 
NOT BE CHARGED WITH ANOTHER AMENITY THAT DOES NOT INVOLVE A WIDE SEGMENT OF THE 
POPULATION WHEN THERE ARE SO MANY OTHER PRESSING NEEDS.

THE HORSE PEOPLE GET ENOUGH SUPPORT.

I FEEL LIKE THE EQUESTRIAN HISTORY OF THE CITY IS GREAT. I WOULD LIKE TO SEE MORE EVENTS 
LIKE THE CRAFT FESTIVAL AND MUSIC TO REACH OUT TO MY AGE GROUP THAT MIGHT NOT BE 
CENTERED AROUND HORSES.

NO, BUT THIS IS REALLY UNANSWERABLE WITHOUT MORE DETAILS.

SEEMS LIKE WE HAVE NO SHORTAGE OF HORSE ACTIVITIES.

ANYTHING BUT A TWO WEEK FOCUS ON HORSES. WE FOCUS ON HORSES ENOUGH.

THE LOBSTER RACES ARE A TRADITION UNIQUE TO AIKEN THAT FEEL LOST WITH TIME.

WHY TWO WEEKS? TOO VAGUE OF A QUESTION. LOOK AT FRANKLIN TN AND 3 FESTIVALS THEY 
DO A YEAR IN THE HEART OF THEIR DOWNTOWN AND EACH ONE SEES MASSES OF PEOPLE AND 
IS VERY INCLUSIVE OF THEIR EXISTING BUSINESS AS WELL AS OUT OF TOWN LAURENS STREET BASED 
EVENT.
WOULD LIKE A MORE INCLUSIVE CELEBRATION OF THE DIVERSE ANIMALS IN AIKEN IE, DOGS 
ALPACA GOATS BIRDS.

NEED MORE THINGS THAT APPEAL TO FAMILIES WITH KIDS.  NORTHSIDE, DOWNTOWN AND SOUTH 
SIDE EVENTS ARE MOSTLY STILL SEGREGATED.  NOT GOOD.  TOO MUCH EMPHASIS ON STUFF THAT 
APPEALS TO AFFLUENT RETIREES.  NO ONE ELSE.
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IF YOU FOCUS ON A HORSE EVENT AT LEAST TRY TO APPEAL MORE TO THE COLLEGE KIDS AND 
YOU GET GENERATION AND NOT JUST THE UBER RICH HORSE PEOPLE.

EVENT THAT CELEBRATE THE OUTDOORS OR JUST MOVEMENT.

HISTORY AND ART.

AIKEN BLUEGRASS FESTIVAL.

CELEBRATE AIKEN HISTORY, SOMETHING DIFFERENT EVERY YEAR. 

ALTHOUGH I AM A HORSE PERSON, IT IS TOO INCLUSIVE. A DOG EVENT AND CELEBRATION 
WOULD INCLUDE ALL AGES, RACES AND GENDERS. THERE ARE SO MANY INTEREST THAT BRING US 
TOGETHER.

HORSES AND GOLF IMO GET ENOUGH ATTENTION. SOME ACTIVITY THAT TARGETS PRETEENS, 
TWEENS AND YOUNG ADULTS WOULD BE GOOD. HONESTLY, US “OLDER” PEOPLE HAVE ENOUGH.

ALWAYS GEARED TOWARD RICH, SO MIDDLE CLASS ARE UNABLE TO AFFORD TO ATTEND.

YES 100% I’M SEEING LESS AND LESS EQUESTRIAN EVENTS ALL THE GROWTH IS PUSHING THEM OUT.

MARCH IS A FULL MONTH OF HORSE EVENTS, FOX HUNTING AND EVENTING ALL FALL AND WINTER. 
HORSE SHOWS ALL SPRING AND FALL. WHEN WOULD YOU DO THIS?

THE ORIGINAL AFRICAN AMERICAN FOUNDERS OF AIKEN AND THE HISTORIC HONORING OF 
DIVERSITY IN OUR PAST. RESEARCH INTO THE FERMATA FOUNDATION IS FASCINATING AND 
SEMINAL. ALSO, THE HISTORY AND FORWARD THINKING AROUND HORSE CREEK.

ARTS, FILM, MUSIC, AND/OR WORLD CULTURES WOULD INTEREST ME MORE THAN HORSES.

TIE IN WITH ARTS, BOTH VISUAL AND PERFORMING.

FIX/REPLACE INFRASTRUCTURE.

NATURE AND TREE PLANTING.

NOT EVERYONE LOVES HORSES. HOW ABOUT A KIDS THEMED EVENT. LIKE BRINGING IN THE LARGEST 
BOUNCE HOUSE, MAKE A SNOW DAY AND BRING IN SNOW, ICE SKATING, ETC.

ANYTHING THAT WOULD BE FAMILY FRIENDLY, TOO MANY EVENTS FOCUS ONLY ON ADULTS.

CELEBRATE THE HISTORY OF THE CITY, IN PARTICULAR THE COMING OF THE RAILROAD, THE WINTER 
COLONY AND THE SAVANNAH RIVER PLANT.

YES SOMETHING DIFFERENT TO BRING ALL AGES TOGETHER.
THERE ARE ENOUGH EVENTS AND FACILITIES FOR THE HORSE COMMUNITY. NOT EVERYONE IN 
AIKEN IS INTERESTED IN EQUINE EVENTS.

CELEBRATION OF AIKEN’S HISTORY.

I WOULD NOT PREFER A DIFFERENT FOCUS IT JUST DEPENDS ON THE COST AND WHEN THE EVENT IS 
AS TO IF MYSELF AND MY FAMILY COULD ATTEND SUCH AN EVENT.
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TWO WEEKS IS A LONG STRETCH! NOT SURE ANYTHING THAT LONG WOULD WORK HERE.

NEED MORE INFO RE: SCOPE OF A “CELEBRATION OF THE HORSE” EVENT.  DOES EQUESTRIAN 
COMMUNITY SUPPORT THE CONCEPT?  TARGET AUDIENCE SHOULD INCLUDE LOCALS OF ALL 
AGES, AND NON-LOCALS TO BRING IN FRESH SOURCE OF REVENUE.

THERE IS VERY FEW FACILITIES FOR TEENS IN AIKEN.

HOW ABOUT A TWO-WEEK PICK UP THE TRASH ON OUR ROADS , STREETS AND PARKWAYS! CITY 
WIDE CLEAN IT UP.

BEFORE ALLOCATING RESOURCES TO ANY SPECIFIC EVENT, THE CITY SHOULD LOOK TO THE TOURIST 
COMMISSION FOR GUIDANCE ON WHAT THAT GROUP SEES AS TOURIST AND ECONOMIC DRAWS.
CITY WIDE TRASH PICKUP!!!
SOMETHING THAT HAS SOMETHING FOR EVERYBODY. MUSIC/FOOD/CULTURE/HISTORY ETC.
MUSIC FEST, BEER FEST, SCI/FI FEST, FICTION FEST.

HORSE HISTORY AND ITS ECO IMPACT IS IMPORTANT BUT THIS HAS TO BE VERY INCLUSIVE.

THE HORSE COMMUNITY IS SOMETIMES VERY CLOSED OFF TO NEWCOMERS: HAVE SOMETHING 
MORE INCLUSIVE.

NO.

CITY WIDE MARKET, FESTIVAL OF SOME SORT.

NO. HORSES ARE WHAT MAKES AIKEN, AIKEN.

I WANT AN EVENT THAT ENTERTAINS ALL AGES.

NOT SURE I WOULD HAVE TIME FOR A TWO-WEEK EVENT, BUT I AM SURE SOME PEOPLE WOULD 
ENJOY THAT.

HISTORY OF AIKEN; CULTURE OF AIKEN; JOB FAIRS.

I DON’T THINK IT SHOULD BE 2 WEEKS.

NO.

CULTURES, FOOD, ETC.

NOT REALLY.

POSSIBLY, MAINLY FOCUSED ON COLLEGE AGED STUDENTS.

A SELECTED CULTURAL EVENT.
NO AIKEN IS KNOWN FOR HORSES, I JUST DON’T GO TO LOTS OF EVENTS.

AIKEN NEEDS A PRIDE CELEBRATION. OCTOBER WOULD BE AN EXCELLENT TIME THAT WOULD 
PREVENT COMPETITION WITH AUGUSTA PRIDE.

INTERESTED INCREASE TOURISM.

I THINK A FALL HOLIDAY CELEBRATION WOULD WORK WELL.
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PLANTS EVENT.

I WOULD HAVE TO GO SEE WHAT’S IT ABOUT.

WE NEED LESS HORSE STUFF.

I’M NOT INTERESTED IN THOSE KIND OF THINGS.

LIKE CULTURE SHOCK TWO-WEEK EVENT. TO EMBRACE ALL CULTURES.

SAVE THE $ AND UPGRADE WATER SYSTEM.

A MULTI-CULTURAL EVENT WITH AN EMPHASIS ON CULINARY DISHES FROM AROUND THE GLOBE. 

ONE WEEKEND.

CELEBRATION OF INITIAL DEVELOPMENT OF AIKEN TO A BECOME A CITY. HOW WE GOT STARTED. 
WHO WAS INVOLVED. HISTORY OF RAILROAD IN AIKEN.

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE OF NORTHSIDE ORIGINAL GRID AND PROMOTE IMPORTANCE TO AIKEN’S 
HISTORY.

AIKEN HISTORY. WOULD SURELY INCLUDE EQUESTRIAN HISTORY AND IMPORTANCE TODAY.

CELEBRATION OF AIKEN: THE HISTORIC AND FUTURE INCLUDING THE HORSE, THE FRIENDSHIP 
BAPTIST CHURCH, HITCHCOCK WOODS, SRS, ETC. GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE THE FUTURE. HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION IN INNOVATIVE UPDATES.

IF MOVIE TAPING IN AREA, MOVIE PREMIER. MOVIE SCREENING 1ST OPENING WEEK IF MARK 
WALBERG IN AND HAVE HIM TELL SINCE HE COMES TO AIKEN OFTEN. SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
VARIOUS SPEAKERS, PLANT MANAGERS, BRIDGESTONE, AUTONEUM, SRS, ETC.

SOMETHING FOR YOUNG PEOPLE.

CULTURAL RESOURCES COMMENTS
HOW OFTEN ARE THE EXISTING FACILITIES SOLD OUT?  ALMOST NEVER -- SO DON’T WASTE MONEY 
WHERE NO NEED EXISTS.

YES, WITH BETTER ACOUSTICS AND STAGING, TOO. SHOULD BE AVAILABLE TO THE WHOLE 
COMMUNITY!
THE NEED FOR ART FACILITIES WOULD DEPEND ON THE ARTISTS WE COULD GET & THE COMMUNITY’S 
WILLINGNESS TO SUPPORT THEM. AIKEN HAS VERY UNIQUE TASTES, & ARTISTS THAT NORMALLY 
DRAW BIGGER CROWDS, HAVE DISAPPOINTING TURN OUT IN LOCAL VENUES.

I WOULD LOVE TO SEE A TRUE VINTAGE/ANTIQUES FLEA MARKET EVENT. RIGHT NOW ALL OF THE 
EVENTS WITH VENDORS ONLY OFFER SERVICES/CRAFTS AND FOOD. 

THE AIKEN ANTIQUE SHOW IS RATHER LIMITED AND IS NOT FREE TO ENTER.
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WE HAVE THE USCA CONVOCATION CENTER! THAT IS ENOUGH!

THE GREATEST CULTURAL RESOURCE IS THE HISTORY AND QUAINT CHARM OF AIKEN. WE JUST 
MOVED OUR FAMILY HERE FOR THIS REASON AND WILL LEAVE IF PROJECT PASCALIS CHANGES 
THAT. SAVE HISTORIC AIKEN STRUCTURES. THAT IS WHAT THE NEXT GENERATION OF ECONOMIC 
CONSCIENCE MILLENIALS WANT. THAT’S WHY MALLS ARE A THING OF THE PAST.
THE ETHERIDGE CENTER AND THE EXISTING PERFORMING ARTS CENTER ARE ADEQUATELY SIZED 
FOR THE POPULATION.

MORE OUT OF AREA BANDS COULD BE ENCOURAGED.  GARDEN SHOWS, ANTIQUE SHOWS, GEM 
& MINERAL SHOWS, ART & CRAFT SHOWS.
SORT OF TORN ON THIS ONE, I THINK SOMETHING FOR OUTSIDE EVENTS WOULD BE GREAT - 
THE WEATHER HERE IS PRETTY MUCH GOOD YEAR ROUND. BUT SINCE COVID I’M NOT REALLY 
INTERESTED IN SOMETHING INSIDE. PROXIMITY TO DOWNTOWN WOULD BE KEY, SO I GUESS I’M 
NOT SURE OF A LOCATION AND THE IMPACTS.

TEAR DOWN THE AIKEN HOTEL NOW AND MOVE FORWARD WITH DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT,
THE CITY NEEDS A MORE ACTIVE WELL INFORMED ARTS COMMISSION WHO BETTER UNDERSTANDS 
THE ROLE OF ART IN ECONOMIC AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT.  BASE CONSTRUCTION ON ACTUAL 
NEEDS RESEARCH NOT OPINION.

ROAD IMPROVEMENTS.

IF THE CITY WERE TO NEED ADDITIONAL SPACE FOR PERFORMING ARTS THE OLD AIKEN HOSPITAL 
SITE WOULD BE A PERFECT LOCATION FOR SOMETHING LIKE THAT! THEN THEY COULD HAVE THE 
SPACE TO BROADEN AS A WIDER RANGE OF THE ARTS COULD GO THERE.

I WOULD LIKE TO SEE MORE EDUCATIONAL AND ARTS FOR MORE AGES, ESPECIALLY FOR THE 
HOMESCHOOL COMMUNITY.

PLEASE, DO WHAT YOU CAN TO KEEP OUR ECLECTIC DOWNTOWN WITH IT’S MOM AND POP 
SHOPS AND THE ART AND CULTURE WE GAIN FROM WHAT IS THERE ALREADY. DON’T TEAR THAT 
ALL DOWN TO PUT IN BIG BUSINESS, NO ONE WANTS THAT.

OUR CURRENT SPACES ARE UNDER USED.

AIKEN’S MAKIN SEEMED TO HAVE A GREAT TURN OUT THIS YEAR, BUT I DON’T REMEMBER ANY SORT 
OF PROGRAMS LIKE CLOGGING BEING SCHEDULED. SEEMS LIKE MOST EVENTS CENTER AROUND 
FOOD AND DRINK. 

EVENTS SHOULD OFFER MORE FOR ENTERTAINMENT AND YOUNGER PEOPLE.

FIX THE DANGEROUS TRAFFIC FIRST BEFORE WORRYING ABOUT THIS CULTURAL NONSENSE.

PLEASE MAKE A NIGHT OF 1000 LIGHTS WORTHWHILE. IT WOULD BE NICE IF THERE WERE LIGHTS IN 
TREES AND HOLIDAY DECORATIONS.

TOO MUCH FOCUS ON MONIED ITEMS, DOGS, HORSES, ETC. EXPAND TO LOWER INCOME INTERESTS
ACT IS AN INCREDIBLE RESOURCE TO THE COMMUNITY AND SHOULD BE SUPPORTED AS MUCH AS 
POSSIBLE.

DID I MENTION: I WAS BORN AND RAISED IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA. AFTER 62 YEARS,  I FINALLY 
MADE MY ESCAPE AND FOUND AIKEN—MY STRONGEST ADVICE: “DON’T DO THINGS LIKE 
CALIFORNIA”… ARE YOU HEARING ME? DON’T TURN INTO CALIFORNIA!”
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WE HAVE A WONDERFUL CENTER FOR THE ARTS IN AIKEN THAT COULD BENEFIT GREATLY BY 
ADDITIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE SUPPORT. THE PROGRAMMING IS OFF THE CHART BUT THE BUILDING 
IS OLD AND EXPENSIVE TO MAINTAIN AND EMPLOYEES DO NOT HAVE ACCESS TO BENEFITS. I 
WOULD LIKE TO SEE AIKEN RESOURCES POURED INTO EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS SUCH AS THIS 
AND THE HISTORICAL MUSEUM, ETC.
USCA HAS A LOVELY CENTER AND AIKEN HIGH IS SOON TO HAVE ONE AS WELL. PARTNER WITH 
THESE INSTEAD OF HAVING ANOTHER ONE.

CULTURE RICH FORMS OF ENTERTAINMENT ARE MUCH NEEDED.
CULTURE IS NOT THE GOVERNMENTS BUSINESS. STAY OUT OF IT.

YOU NEED MORE DOWNTOWN JAZZ FESTS.

NEED TO HELP CENTER FOR AFRICAN AMERICAN ... FINISH THEIR DISPLAY ROOMS AND READY FOR 
SCHOOL VISITS AND PUBLIC EVENTS.

THE CITY WOULD GREATLY BENEFIT FROM SUPPORTING A MORE VARIED ART COMMUNITY AND 
ALSO FROM SUPPORTING LOCAL ARTISTS BY PROVIDING MORE AFFORDABLE COMMERCIAL 
RENTAL. I WAS HOPEFUL THAT WOULD OCCUR AFTER THE COUNCIL VISITED GREENVILLE. 
GREENVILLE  RECOGNIZES THE IMPORTANCE OF PARTNERING WITH LOCAL ARTISTS AND PROVIDING 
AFFORDABLE COMMERCIAL SPACE.

I WISH WE HAD MORE INTELLECTUAL EVENTS AND FEWER ALCOHOL-CENTERED EVENTS.  LECTURES, 
DEMOS, HISTORIC PRESERVATION, ART LESSONS, PLANTINGS, CREATIVE EVENTS WHERE WE CAN 
DO HANDS-ON ACTIVITIES IN PERSON.

WHY NOT INCLUDE THE NEW HIGH SCHOOL AUDITORIUM UNDER CONSTRUCTION AS A PUBLIC 
VENUE OPTION.  I’M FROM MASSACHUSETTS AND THAT WAS DONE ALL THE TIME WITH LOCAL 
HIGH SCHOOLS THAT HAD “STATE OF THE ART” RIGGING CAPABILITIES.

THE POPULATION OF AIKEN HAS REMAINED FAIRLY STATIC IN THE 33 YEARS I HAVE LIVED HERE; IT IS A 
CHARMING, SMALL CITY WITH ONLY A COMMUTER AIRPORT IN A SMALL STATE. THE EXPECTATIONS 
AND PLANNING SHOULD BE DONE WITH THAT IN MIND.

OUR SMALL TOWN HAS SUFFICIENT ACTIVITIES. AS A DOWNTOWN RESIDENT I RESENT  THE CITY’S 
EFFORTS TO BRING NOISY EVENTS DOWNTOWN. AN OCCASIONAL LATE-NIGHT EVEN IS ONE THING 
BUT THE AMPLIFIED MUSIC AND THE WEAKENING OF THE NOISE ORDINANCES ARE DISRESPECTFUL 
OF THE PEOPLE WHO HAVE WORKED (AND SPENT MAJOR MONEY ON) TO PRESERVE OUR HISTORIC 
HOMES.

THE CULTURAL RESOURCES OF AIKEN ARE FINE AS THEY ARE.

THE ARTS VENUE IS RARELY FULL. THE CITY NEEDS TO CONNECT BETTER WITH THE USCA.
AIKEN ABSOLUTELY DOES NOT NEED AN A VENUE CAPABLE OF SEATING 1500 PEOPLE.

FOCUS ON EXPANDING USE OF HITCHCOCK WOODS TO INCLUDE BIKING. ODD/EVEN USE DAYS 
FOR BIKES AND HORSES ELIMINATES ANY CONFLICTS AND GREATLY EXPANDS THE USER GROUPS. 

THE CITY SHOULD TAKE OWNERSHIP OF THIS PROPERTY AS THE HWF DOES NOT MANAGE IT “FOR THE 
PEOPLE OF AIKEN” AS ORIGINALLY INTENDED IN THE DEED. THIS IS A HUGE MISSED OPPORTUNITY 
FOR THE CITY. ALL FOCUS BY THE HWF ON MANAGING SOLELY FOR THE AIKEN HOUNDS IS 
HIGHLY SUSPECT GIVEN THE CURRENT TAX STATUS (INSIDERS RECEIVING A DIRECT BENEFIT) IS NOT 
CONSISTENT WITH NON-PROFIT TAX STATUS.
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AIKEN IS ALRIGHT WITH ME!THANK YOU FOR ASKING!

WE NEED MORE ENTERTAINMENT FOR OUR OLDER CITIZENS. WE COULD ALSO USE SOME FORM OF 
PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION. WE COULD ALSO USE ANOTHER SUPERMARKET ON THE NORTH WEST 
SIDE OF THE CITY.

THE CITY OFFERS MANY OPPORTUNITIES FOR CULTURAL EXPERIENCES. THE PERFORMING ARTS 
FACILITY SIZE IS CURRENTLY SUFFICIENT, AND CAN BE MONITORED FOR NEEDED CHANGE.
PROMOTE, SUPPORT AND UTILIZE THE ONES WE ALREADY HAVE.

GREENWAY SIMILAR TO NORTH AUGUSTA FOR WALKING & CYCLING.

HAVE MORE EVENTS. MAY TRY TO DO THINGS QUARTERLY AND THEN EXPAND. THERE IS NOT MUCH 
FOR FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN OR FAMILIES WITH NO CHILDREN.

WE NEED AN INDOOR VENUE THAT HOLDS 500+ PEOPLE THAT IS NOT A CHURCH FOR BUSINESS 
CONFERENCES/ EVENTS.

THIS IS WHERE THE INCREASED CONNECTIVITY WITH USC-AIKEN COME INTO PLAY. USC-AIKEN HAS 
TWO CENTERS, ETHEREDGE AND CONVOCATION, THAT COULD POTENTIALLY HANDLE LARGER 
SEATING CAPACITY FOR CULTURAL EVENTS. DO THEM AS CO-HOST EVENTS.

I WOULD SAY THE ETHERREDGE CENTER NEEDS A FACELIFT AND NEEDS TO BE UNFITTED WITH NEW 
TECHNOLOGY.

MANY PRIVATE AND NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS OFFER INTERESTING FUND RAISERS, YET TICKET 
COSTS ARE HIGH (USUALLY $60 AND HIGHER).

A MOVIE THEATER DOWNTOWN WITH SMALL RELEASE FILMS WOULD BE EXCELLENT!

IT WOULD BE GREAT TO HAVE A LARGER VENUE WHERE WE COULD ACTUALLY ACCOMMODATE 
PROFESSIONAL THEATER AND TOURING COMPANIES. WE LACK THAT, JUST HAVE AMATEUR THEATER 
HERE. WE DON’T EVEN DO A SHAKESPEARE IN THE PARK TYPE EVENT!

USC AIKEN HAS SPACE FOR LARGER EVENTS SO NEED TO EXPAND DOWNTOWN THEATER.

USCA; AIKEN HIGH; ACT.

HOW ABOUT ATTRACT ENTERTAINMENT FOR THE YOUTH. THERE IS ZERO TO DO FOR MOST YOUNG 
PEOPLE AND WE HAVE TO TRAVEL TO AUGUSTA OR COLA. JUMP PARKS, ARCADES, GAME 
WAREHOUSES (LIKE CARDBOARD CASTLES), ANYTHING!

THE USC AIKEN CAMPUS HAS VENUES THAT THE CITY CAN USE IF PARTNERSHIPS ARE STRENGTHENED
I FEEL THE CITY COULD BENEFIT FROM HAVING A CONCERT HALL.

IT NEEDS MORE DIVERSITY!  IT SEEMS THAT IT’S ALWAYS GEARED TOWARDS OLDER POPULATIONS 
OR HORSE COMMUNITIES.

WE DON’T NEED A CONVENTION CENTER. WE ALREADY HAVE AMENTUM, THE ETHERIDGE CENTER, 
AND PLENTY OF OUTDOOR SPACES OF APPROPRIATE SIZES FOR AIKEN. WE DEFINITELY DON’T NEED 
TO GIVE HALF OF NEWBERRY STREET TO A PRIVATE DEVELOPER.

WE’VE GOT MULTIPLE VENUES ALREADY MORE THAN PLENTY FOR A TOWN OF THIS SIZE. TIME WILL 
TELL.  THE SITE OF THE OLD COURTHOUSE WOULD HAVE BEEN ONE AREA.  THE AREA PROPOSED 
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WAS TOO LIMITING.  IDEALLY, A PLACE WHERE PEOPLE COULD GET TO THE DOWNTOWN AREA 
FROM THE VENUE EASILY. SOMEPLACE THAT COULD BE EXPANDED.  A CAMPUS OF DIFFERENT 
SIZES.

HOW OFTEN IS THE ETHERREDGE CENTER AT USC AIKEN ACTUALLY FILLED FOR THEIR EVENTS? 
DON’T THINK IT HAPPENS VERY OFTEN. I WOULD LOVE TO SEE MORE PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN THE 
CITY AND THE UNIVERSITY - BOTH FOR CULTURAL RESOURCES AND MORE. USCA IS A HIDDEN GEM.
NEED A VENUE FOR CONFERENCES AND LARGER GATHERINGS.
ONE OF THE MOST COMMON WORDS YOUNG PEOPLE USE TO DESCRIBE AIKEN IS “BORING”.  
THE DOWNTOWN AREA CATERS TO AFFLUENT PROFESSIONALS AND RETIREES.  AIKEN NEEDS TO 
ACCEPT THAT PART OF ITS IDENTITY NEEDS TO BE “COLLEGE TOWN”.  YOUNG PEOPLE SHOULDN’T 
FEEL LIKE THAT HAVE TO GO TO AUGUSTA OR BEYOND TO HAVE FUN.

I THINK THE BIGGEST THING THAT NEEDS TO BE ADDRESSED IS THE LACK OF ATTENTION PAID 
TO THE UPCOMING GENERATION. (I SAY THIS AS A PERSON IN AN OLDER GENERATION). THIS 
GENERATION IS THE ONE THAT ABOUT TO TAKE OVER RUNNING THE CITY, AND THE HANDOFF 
SHOULD BE SOMETHING THEY BELIEVE IN.

USCA HAS PLENTY OF ROOM.

THE ARTS THAT AIKEN HAS TO OFFER ARE ALREADY STRUGGLING TO STAY AFLOAT AND KEEP 
PEOPLE COMING TO SEE THEIR SHOWS. I THINK WE NEED TO INVEST IN THAT INSTEAD OF BUILDING 
MORE VENUES THAT CAN’T BE FILLED.

A LOT IS FOCUSED ON THE WEALTHY EQUESTRIAN POPULATION WITH SMALLER FOCUS ON LOCALS. 

IT MIGHT BE NICE TO HAVE MUSIC FESTIVALS (USE HOPELAND GARDENS SPACE FOR OUTDOOR 
MUSIC IN THE COOLER MONTHS) AND IMPROVE METHODS FOR COMMUNICATING EVENTS TO 
AIKEN COUNTY (EMAIL LIST THAT INCORPORATES THE AIKEN HISTORICAL SOCIETY, LIBRARY, AIKEN 
ARTS CENTER, ETC. INSTEAD OF SEVERAL SEPARATE EMAILS).

LET’S STOP ACTING LIKE WE ARE A SMALL TOWN OF 20,000 PEOPLE LIKE WE WERE 25 YEARS AGO 
AND START ACTING LIKE WE ARE A TOWN OF 30,000+ AND BUILD BIG, NEAT AND BEAUTIFUL THINGS 
AND STAY AHEAD OF THE CURVE!!!

USCA HAS MANY CULTURAL RESOURCES.

WE NEED A CHILDREN’S MUSEUM (SCIENCE, HISTORY ETC) LIKE THIS: HTTPS://OCM.ORG/ OR 
HTTPS://WWW.PEROTMUSEUM.ORG/EXHIBITS/HALLS/CHILDRENS-MUSEUM/

DO SOMETHING ABOUT THE OLD HOTEL DOWNTOWN.  I’M TIRED OF LISTENING TO A SMALL GROUP 
OF PEOPLE -- CAVES -- CITIZENS AGAINST VIRTUALLY EVERYTHING -- KEEPING THE CITY’S PLANS 
TIED UP IN A STRAIGHTJACKET.   LOOK AT THE NEW HYATT HOUSE IN AUGUSTA ON BROAD ST.  IT 
USES PART OF AN OLD BUILDING’S FACADE.  IT IS A NEW MODERN HOTEL BUT DOESN’T STAND 
OUT.  AIKEN COULD DO THIS TOO!  SAME WITH THE OLD HOSPITAL.  ALSO, WIDEN THE BYPASS. THE 
CURRENT PROJECT IS A JOKE.

CULTURAL RESOURCES PROMOTE CULTURAL AWARENESS AND APPRECIATION,  COMMUNITY 
PRIDE AND ECONOMIC GROWTH.  AIKEN CAN BECOME A GREATER CULTURAL DESTINATION!

AN 800 TO 1,500 SEAT VENUE WOULD WASTE MONEY.  GO BIG OR GO HOME.  MAKE IT LARGE 
ENOUGH TO ACTUALLY OPEN UP MORE OPTIONS AND BE A POTENTIAL REGIONAL DRAW.  IT 
SHOULD BE MUCH LARGER THAN YOU THINK YOU NEED.  800 SEATS DOESN’T COME CLOSE.
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AIKEN HAS SO MUCH TO OFFER EVERYONE.  THE BIGGEST CHALLENGE IS NOTIFICATION OF EVENTS. 
THE CITY CALENDAR IS GREAT, BUT OUTSIDE EVENTS ARE NOT ALWAYS LISTED.  AN EXAMPLE, 
AMAZING CONCERTS AT HIGHFIELDS HAVE NO ATTENDANCE BECAUSE (FROM WHAT I HEAR) 
FOLKS DON’T KNOW ABOUT THEM UNLESS THEY SPECIFICALLY LOOK FOR THEM.

MORE ALLOCATED MONEY TOWARDS AIKEN SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA AND AIKEN PERFORMING 
ARTS WOULD BE BENEFICIAL SO THEY COULD BRING IN YOUNGER PERFORMING ACTS TO APPEAL 
TO YOUNGER CROWDS.
ETHERREDGE CENTER & THEATER IN TOWN ARE OK.

HOW MANY CULTURAL EVENTS ARE SOLD OUT IN A TYPICAL YEAR?  THIS WOULD INDICATE WHETHER 
OR NOT A LARGER VENUE IS NEEDED. 

WE NEED TO BE SURE THAT CULTURAL EVENTS ARE ACCESSIBLE TO INDIVIDUALS OF ALL INCOME 
LEVELS -- INCLUDING THE UNEMPLOYED.

WE HAVE USCA, THE THEATER DOWNTOWN, THAT’S ENOUGH.  USE THEM WISELY.

I THINK THE DOWNTOWN COULD CERTAINLY BE DECORATED BETTER FOR CHRISTMAS. WATCH A 
HALLMARK MOVIE.

AIKEN NEEDS TO FOCUS AND DIRECT MORE ATTENTION AND FUNDS TOWARDS THE PEOPLE IN 
NEED RATHER THAN THE AESTHETICS.

I THINK IT WOULD BE NICE TO HAVE A CONCERT VENUE TO BRING IN MORE POPULAR SHOWS/
ARTISTS BUT I AM NOT SURE OUR COMMUNITY WOULD SUPPORT THIS.

WHATEVER BUILDING OR EVENT PUT IN PLACE. THERE SHOULD BE EQUAL INTEREST AND RESOURCES 
AFFORDED ON  THE NORTH SIDE OF AIKEN, SC. THERE IS TOO MUCH PLACE ON THE SOUTHSIDE OF 
AIKEN, SC.

BUILD TO BRING THE COMMUNITY TOGETHER. YET, I SEE DIVISION IN ALMOST EVERY QUESTION 
THAT WAS ASKED.

A HIGH QUALITY PERFORMING ARTS CENTER SHOULD BE THE FOCUS OF ANY FUTURE DEVELOPMENT 
PLANS FOR THE HOTEL AIKEN AND CENTRAL AREA.

REALLY ENJOY THE JOY OF AIKEN. THIS IS AN OUTSTANDING SERIES OF EVENTS.

USE EXISTING THEATER AT USC AIKEN FOR CITY EVENTS.

I LOVE AIKEN. PLEASE DON’T SPOIL IT IN THE NAME OF PROGRESS. WE NEED TO ENJOY AND 
PROTECT WHAT WE HAVE - NO SEEKING “GROWTH”.
THE ONLY THING I WOULD RECOMMEND IS A THE ARENA. THIS IS A VENUE THAT DISPLAYS AND 
INTRODUCES CAREER AND OR PROFESSIONS AVAILABLE TO OUR YOUTH. ALL KIDS HAVE INNATE 
SKILLS AND GIFTS. ITS UP TO THE K-12 JOURNEY TO HELP KIDS DISCOVER THEIR INTERESTS. I HAVE A FULL 
WRITTEN MODEL OF SUCH A FACILITY. IT WOULD BE EDUCATIONAL AND MOST UNIQUE. IT WOULD 
BE AN EFFORT INCLUDING THE BUSINESS COMMUNITY, THE SCHOOLS, THE FIRST RESPONDERS, THE 
MILITARY A ND THE RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS. IT’S THERE FOR THE ASKING.

SUPPORT THE COLLEGE EVENTS AND ATHLETIC PROGRAMS, THEY HAVE A LOT TO OFFER FOR BOTH 
FAMILIES AND SENIORS.

CLEAN UP, SPRUCE UP AND DO A BETTER JOB OF PROMOTING THE CURRENT ARTS CENTER AND 
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THE EVENTS THAT ARE OFFERED AT THE COLLEGE.

STUDENTS AT THE COLLEGE HAVE SEVERAL EVENTS THAT ARE INTERESTING AND ENTERTAINING.

THE COMMUNITY NEEDS TO RECOGNIZE HOW IMPORTANT WALKING AND HIKING ARE TO GOOD 
HEALTH AND BETTER SUPPORT THOSE ACTIVITIES.

IS THERE A NEED FOR LARGER PERFORMANCE VENUE? I THINK THE FOCUS SHOULD BE IN HELPING 
PEOPLE FIND SPACE FOR DOING THEIR CRAFTS(SMALL STUDIOS)OR HAVING INSTRUCTORS TO 
TEACH AND HAVE SHARED SPACE FOR SELLING THEIR CREATED GOODS. RENTALS ARE HARD 
TO FIND & VERY EXPENSIVE, OUTDOOR SELLING IS OUT OF QUESTION BECAUSE OF WEATHER. 
CUSTOMERS COULD SHOP EACH DAY OF WEEK.

PUBLIC AND PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS WITH USC AND OTHER COMMUNITY BASED ORGANIZATIONS 
PROVIDE ADEQUATE VENUES.

THE QUESTION OF PERF ARTS CENTER IS A QUANDARY. IT WOULD BE NICE IF THE AMENTUM COULD 
ATTRACT MORE ACTS/EVENTS.  APA DOES A NICE JOB.  NEWBERRY PLAYHOUSE IS MORE ACTIVE 
WITH A HOTEL NEARBY ATTRACTING OUT OF TOWN GUESTS FOR PERFORMANCES.  ETHERREDGE 
CENTER IS LARGE BUT INADEQUATE, AND I BELIEVE HAS SAFETY ISSUES.  AMENTUM CENTER IS SMALL 
BUT VERY NICE.

I PRIORITIZED SUPPORTING OVERLAY DISTRICTS, BUT STRONGLY SUGGEST SOLAR ARRAYS BE 
ALLOWED ON HISTORIC HOUSES OR BUILDINGS.

WE HAVE JULLIARD IN AIKEN, AMONG THE MANY OTHER THINGS, WE ARE NOT CHARLESTON!

QUIT TRYING TO BE A BIG CITY - LEAVE DOWNTOWN ALONE.

I BELIEVE IF YOU BUILD IT THEY WOULD COME AND IT WOULD BE FAR MORE INCLUSIVE.

CULTURAL RESOURCES SHOULD GROW NATURALLY, NOT BE ENCOURAGED BY THE CITY.

WOULD BE NICE TO HAVE AN AMPHITHEATER OR CONCERT HALL AND BRING CONCERTS OR 
OTHER EVENTS TO THE CITY THAT APPEAL TO DIFFERENT AGE GROUPS. NOT SO MANY STUFFY 
THINGS SYMPHONIES, CLASSICAL MUSIC, BALLET.

REPLACE ETHERREDGE CENTER!!!

PLEASE FIX INFRASTRUCTURE BEFORE ADDING ANY MORE “THINGS TO DO.”

I DIDN’T ACTUALLY REALIZE THAT THE CITY FUNDS CULTURAL RESOURCES. FRANKLY, IT SEEMS TO ME 
THAT THE MAIN BUSINESS OF THE COUNCIL IS TO SUBSIDIZE DEVELOPERS/INVESTORS.
MUSIC GENRES EXTREMELY LIMITED.

THE CITY NEEDS TO FOCUS ON THE BASIC COMMUNITY SERVICES AND NOT COMPETE WITH PRIVATE 
ENTERPRISE.

USC AIKEN’S CONVOCATION CENTER SHOULD BE UTILIZED MORE BY THE CITY.

ULTIMATELY SOMEONE HAS TO ANSWER FOR ALL OF THE FUNDS DIVERTED FOR THE FEW IN THE 
HORSE COMMUNITY, FOR EXAMPLE WHITNEY FIELD AND MOVING STEEPLECHASE. MAYBE 
INVESTING IN THE NORTHSIDE WOULD BE A GREAT START.
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MY FAMILY LOVES THE DOWNTOWN EVENTS. THEY’RE SOMETHING WE ALWAYS LOOK FORWARD 
TO! MAYBE THERE’S A BIT OF AN OPPORTUNITY THOUGH TO ADD SOME MORE OUTSIDE OF THE 
DOWNTOWN AREA TO HELP STIMULATE OTHER LOCAL BUSINESSES.

I’M NOT SURE WHY PARK AVENUE IS ALWAYS IGNORED WHEN IT COMES TO CHRISTMAS 
DECORATIONS. MANY, MANY SMALL BUSINESSES ARE HOUSED ON THIS STREET. SHOW THEM SOME 
LOVE, TOO.
LARGE GATHERINGS OF PEOPLE INDOORS ARE A THING OF THE PAST. MULTIPLE SMALLER VENUES 
WITH SPECIFIC FOCUSES AND NICHE PROVIDER OPPORTUNITIES TO MEET SAFELY.

ANNOUNCEMENTS EARLIER ABOUT UPCOMING PERFORMANCES IN THE MONTHLY EMAIL.  SOCIAL 
MEDIA DOES A LOT OF FILTERING AND OFTEN MISS OR LEARN DAYS AFTER.

NOT ENOUGH FOCUS ON YOUNG ADULTS AND CHILDREN’S CONTENT.

NEED MORE THINGS THAT APPEAL TO FAMILIES WITH KIDS.  NORTHSIDE, DOWNTOWN AND SOUTH 
SIDE EVENTS ARE MOSTLY STILL SEGREGATED.  NOT GOOD.  TOO MUCH EMPHASIS ON STUFF THAT 
APPEALS TO AFFLUENT RETIREES.  NO ONE ELSE.

I THINK THE CITY DOES A GREAT JOB - BUT SOME SORT OF ACTIVITIES FOR THE YOUNGER GENERATION 
WOULD BE GOOD…A ROCK CLIMBING WALL - AN ACTUAL PLACE WITH CHOICES….AN ICE 
SKATING RINK OR VINTAGE ROLLER SKATING RINK….

I DO THINK A LARGER PUBLIC VENUE FOR CONCERTS AND OTHER EVENTS WOULD ATTRACT BIGGER 
NAMES TO THE TOWN AND WOULD PROVIDE A PLACE FOR PRIVATE EVENTS.

I’VE HELPED HOST A CONVENTION FOR SEVERAL YEARS BUT THERE IS NO GOOD CONVENTION 
SPACE IN AIKEN.

IT WOULD BE NICE TO BIGGER MUSICAL ACTS COME TO AIKEN TO PERFORM, INSTEAD OF ALWAYS 
HAVING TO DRIVE TO COLUMBIA OR GREENVILLE TO ATTEND A CONCERT.

I WOULD LOVE TO SEE A FESTIVAL OR EVENT WITH ALL COUNTRIES OF THE LANGUAGES THAT 
ARE OFFERED AT AIKEN COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS AS WELL AS THOSE REPRESENTED BY THE 
POPULATION OF AIKEN.

HOW ABOUT MORE LECTURES OR PRESENTATIONS? THERE IS SO MUCH HISTORY THAT WE DO NOT 
HEAR ABOUT - BLACK HISTORY, THE RAILROAD, SCHOFIELD SCHOOL, FERMATA, THE HIGHLAND 
HOTEL THAT BURNED DOWN.  HOW ABOUT MONTHLY EVENTS WHERE NEWCOMERS COULD LEARN 
ABOUT THESE THINGS? I ATTENDED ONE ABOUT HISTORIC PRESERVATION AT THE AMENTUM CENTER 
THAT WAS EXCELLENT!  HOW ABOUT ONCE A MONTH?

MOST PUBLIC EVENTS I ATTEND ARE WELL SUPPORTED BY FOLKS AGED 50+.  ASK YOUNGER PEOPLE 
WHAT EVENTS THEY WANT; ACTIVITIES FOR TEENS/YOUNG ADULTS KEY TO KEEPING THEM IN THE 
AREA LONG TERM. 

FLOWERBEDS SHOULD EMPHASIZE NATIVE PLANTS, SUPPORT POLLINATORS.

CITY NEEDS TO REPLACE WATER AND SEWER LINES BEFORE SPENDING TAX MONEY OR ANY MONEY 
ON RECREATION.  AND REPAIR STORMWATER FLOODING.

CITY NEEDS TO ENFORCE CITY CODES. ABANDONED VEHICLES, LOUD MUSIC, OUTDOOR BURNING, 
DRIVING/PARKING ON PARKWAY, FIREWORKS , SHOOTING OF FIRE ARMS ETC.
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IF PROJECT PASCALIS HAD TOUTED A PERFORMING ARTS CENTER AS A MAGNET FOR BOTH LOCAL 
CULTURAL EVENTS AND OUTSIDE ENTERTAINMENT, VERSUS A PARKING GARAGE, THE PROJECT 
WOULD BE ALIVE AND MOVING FORWARD TODAY.

WOULD LIKE TO SEE LARGER/BETTER KNOWN MUSIC EVENTS (I.E. OLDIES CONCERTS (I.E. HERMAN’S 
HERMITS, TURTLES, RAIDERS, ETC.)

ADVERTISE! BETTER ADVERTISING! DON’T JUST PUT SIGNS DOWNTOWN.

I FEEL CULTURE IS IMPORTANT FOR THE GROWTH AND EDUCATION OF A COMMUNITY. I BELIEVE IN 
HISTORIC STRUCTURE, BUT SOMETIMES ADDITIONS/CHANGES OR TEAR DOWN HAVE TO HAPPEN. 
PRESERVE AND PROTECT AIKEN’S HISTORIC STRUCTURES AND SITE BUT NOT AT THE EXPENSE OF 
PROGRESS. 

THE CITY NEEDS A LARGER PERFORMING ARTS VENUE THAT COULD SEAT 800-1,500 PEOPLE IN THE 
FUTURE.

LIMIT EXPANSION! SIGNAGE ESPECIALLY ROADS.

NEED MORE COMMUNITY-WIDE EVENTS. TWO-WEEK ANNUAL CELEBRATION OF THE HORSE EVENT.

TWO WEEKS SEEMS TOO LONG. MAYBE ONE WEEK.

NONE.

I THINK THE CULTURAL RESOURCES ARE PROMINENT DOWNTOWN, BUT COULD BE EXPANDED TO 
OTHER PARTS OF AIKEN.

EQUINE PARKS AND RACES IN THE NORTHSIDE COMMUNITY.

MORE ETHNIC RESTAURANTS.

MORE ARTS AND CULTURAL EVENTS WOULD BE APPRECIATED.

IF THERE COULD BE PLAYS OR SHOWS FOR SPECIFIC TIMES OF THE SEASONS AND YEARS THAT 
WOULD BE NICE.

THE ARTS COMMISSION SUGGESTIONS ARE IGNORED SO WHAT’S THE POINT?

COMMUNITY-WIDE EVENTS THAT APPEAL TO YOUNG PEOPLE.

THE CITY IS GROWING AND ATTEMPTING TO DIVERSIFY - A LARGE VENUE IS A REASONABLE RESULT.

CONTINUE TO SUPPORT JOYE IN AIKEN.

LESS CAN BE MORE IF DONE RIGHT. THE CITY HAS TOO MANY UNUSED PROPERTIES THAT THEY 
HAVE TO MAINTAIN.

COULD SUPPORT CONFERENCES/CONVENTIONS EXPANDED EVENTS.

WE NEED MORE EVENTS FOR ELEMENTARY, MIDDLE SCHOOL, AND HIGH SCHOOL AGE KIDS. 
SEPARATE EVENTS FOCUSED ON DIFFERENT LEVELS.
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NATURAL RESOURCES COMMENTS
I WOULD LIKE TO SEE MORE NATIVE WILDFLOWERS IN ALL CITY OWNED LANDSCAPE PLANTING 
BEDS.
WE LOVE THE CITY’S CONSERVATION-MINDED APPROACH TO NATURAL RESOURCES!

A FREE DOG PARK WOULD BE WONDERFUL!! ESPECIALLY WOULD LIKE TO SEE ONE WITH TWO 
AREAS, ONE FOR SMALLER DOGS AND ONE FOR LARGER.

MAINTAIN ZONING AND SUPPORT FOR THE EQUESTRIAN SPORTS AND HABITATS.

I LIVE NEAR A SORT OF GREENWAY & RAINWATER RUNOFF AREA THAT IS ON PROPERTY LEFT TO THE 
CITY. I RECENTLY LEARNED THE CITY “QUIETLY” SOLD IT TO A PRIVATE PARTY, WHO IS NOW SELLING 
IT OFF IN 3 PARCELS. IF DEVELOPED, RESIDENTS WORRY ABOUT FLOODING. NOT GOOD.

THE ADDITION OF PARKS AND TRAILS IS SO IMPORTANT FOR AIKEN TO KEEP ITS CHARACTER - AS 
THE CITY GROW MAINTAINING THESE SPACES WILL ONLY INCREASE PROPERTY VALUES (LOOK AT 
THE HOUSING AROUND HITCHCOCK WOODS.

AIKEN IS A UNIQUE EQUESTRIAN COMMUNITY. THAT IS ITS HISTORIC ATTRACTION. DO NOT FORGET 
OUR ROOTS.

WE NEED TO STRESS THAT LITTERING ASSISTS IN THE DESTRUCTION OF OUR NATURAL RESOURCES 
AND WILDLIFE AND ENFORCE THOSE LAWS.

WORK WITH THE PALMETTO CLUB GOLF COURSE TO ADDRESS RUNOFF ISSUES AND GREEN 
MANAGEMENT PRACTICES - THEY ARE NOT DOING ANY CURRENTLY.

THE TREES DOWNTOWN ARE A PRECIOUS RESOURCE. THEY SHOULD NOT BE REMOVED IN ORDER 
TO BUILD A TEXAS DOUGHNUT, OR ANYTHING ELSE.

OUR PARK SYSTEM IS UNIQUE AND PRECIOUS. OUR LARGE TREES IRREPLACEABLE. OUR ARCHITECTURE 
ENHANCES THOSE QUALITIES CURRENTLY AND SHOULD STAY THAT WAY DOWNTOWN.

MORE EDUCATION ABOUT THE WONDERFUL RESOURCES WE HAVE.

THIS SURVEY IS EXTREMELY DISAPPOINTING - THE EQUESTRIAN COMMUNITY DRAWS TENS OF 
THOUSANDS OF WINTERING AND PERMANENT NEW RESIDENTS EVERY YEAR. AND IT WASN’T EVEN 
CONSIDERED IN THE SURVEY.

THERE IS TOO MUCH FOCUS ON GREEN IN THIS TOWN. YOU’VE REACHED CAPACITY. ENOUGH 
WITH HOPELANDS, CAROLINA BAY, ETC. NEED MORE AND SAFER PLAY SPACES FOR KIDS AND 
ANY PLACE FOR OLDER KIDS AND TEENS TO CONGREGATE SAFELY. ENOUGH MONEY ON GREEN, 
SPEND ELSEWHERE.

I WAS BORN AND RAISED IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA. AFTER 62 YEARS,  I FINALLY MADE MY ESCAPE 
AND FOUND AIKEN—MY STRONGEST ADVICE: “DON’T DO THINGS LIKE CALIFORNIA”… ARE YOU 
HEARING ME? DON’T TURN INTO CALIFORNIA!”

I LOVE THE NEW PARKWAYS. I HAVE NOTICED THAT THE PERMEABLE PAVEMENT NEXT TO THE CURB 
IS DEGRADING QUITE A BIT. THIS IS CONCERNING. ALSO THE DROP OFF ON THE EDGE OF THE 
SIDEWALKS IN THE PARKWAYS IS A BIT TRICKY FOR A WHEELCHAIR AND FOR THOSE WALKING TOO.

AGENDA ITEM #(3)

(3) First Reading of an Ordinance to Adopt Updates to the Comprehensive ... Page 397 of 565



|   CITY OF AIKEN318 DRAFT

APPENDIX C -  2020 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE SURVEY RESPONSES

TRY WORKING ON MAINTAINING THE EXISTING INFRASTRUCTURE FIRST!

MORE FRIENDLY WILDLIFE CROSSINGS. ADD UNDER ROAD TUNNEL CROSSINGS.

WE CAN ONLY BENEFIT FROM AIKEN BEING GREEN & EVERY EFFORT TOWARDS THIS WILL BE WORTH 
IT.  WHY TREES HAVE BEEN HAD THEIR HEARTS HACKED OUT ON EASY ST, TO ACCOMMODATE 
POWER LINES IS BAFFLING. DID AN ARBORIST RECOMMEND THAT?

HITCHCOCK WOODS COULD IMPROVE THE SURFACE TRAILS FOR WHEEL CHAIR ACCESS OR 
WALKERS, PARTICULARLY NEAR THE ENTRANCE GATES.

OUR PARKWAYS AND CITY PARKS ARE ONE OF THE MANY THINGS THAT MAKE AIKEN SPECIAL AND 
THEY SHOULD BE PRESERVED AND MAINTAINED. ESPECIALLY IMPORTANT ARE OPEN SPACES AND 
PLAYGROUNDS IN THE LESS AFFLUENT AREAS OF TOWN.

WE HAVE AN AMPHITHEATER AND A DOG PARK ALREADY.   THERE IS ABSOLUTELY NO REASON TO 
WASTE TAXPAYER DOLLARS ON THESE TWO THINGS.

THINK CAREFULLY AND LONG-TERM ABOUT “IMPROVEMENTS” TO THE PROPERTY. IT’S ALWAYS 
GREAT AT FIRST, BUT THEN HOW IS THE UPKEEP FUNDED? WHO KEEPS AN EYE ON IT ALL? HOW WILL 
THE UPKEEP OF IMPROVEMENTS MAINTAIN A LEVEL OF PRIORITY OVER YEARS AND CHANGING 
ADMINS?

WE DO NOT NEED  AN AMPHITHEATER OR ANOTHER DOG PARK IN AIKEN MORE FOCUS ON SAFE 
BIKING ROUTES.

OVER THE PAST YEAR, IN PARTICULAR, WE SEE ALL AROUND US THE CLEAR-CUTTING OF NATURAL 
AREAS. THE DEVELOPMENT OF THESE LANDS MAKES IT MANDATORY FOR CAR OWNERSHIP. 
GREENSPACES AND PARKS WITH PROTECTED TRAILS TO CONNECT THESE NEW COMMUNITIES WITH 
OUR TOWN.

WHY NOT MAKE THE CABOOSE THAT IS IN GYLES PARK PART OF THE TRAIN MUSEUM SO THAT 
VISITOR AND STUDENTS COULD GO INSIDE AND SEE WHAT A CABOOSE LOOKS LIKE INSIDE? HOW 
ABOUT FOLLOW THROUGH ON THE USE OF THE RAIL CARS THAT ARE ALREADY THERE AT THE TRAIN 
MUSEUM?

GREENWAY SIMILAR TO NORTH AUGUSTA FOR WALKING & CYCLING.

I THINK THE QUALITY OF LIFE IN AIKEN WOULD BE GREATLY IMPROVED IF THE CITY PRIORITIZED 
PEOPLE OVER PLANTS IF A CHOICE IN SPENDING NEEDED TO BE MADE.  WORK ON MANY 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENTS CAN BE ACCOMPLISHED BY THE PRIVATE SECTOR.

WE NEED MORE SHADE ON THE WALKING TRAIL AROUND ODELL WEEKS. IT GETS REALLY HOT 
THERE.

BULLDOZING TOO MANY OLD TREES WHEN CLEARING LOTS FOR BUILDING. SHOULDN’T BE 
ALLOWED TO JUST CLEAR CUT AND HOPE THE DEVELOPERS PLANT NEW TREES.

SHOULD ALSO HAVE GREENWAY FROM AIKEN TRAIN DEPOT TO GENERATIONS PARK, WHICH 
WOULD THEN EXTEND TO SHAW CREEK AREA.

PLEASE, NOT ANOTHER DOG PARK!!!
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THERE ARE NO FREEBEES FOR THE HOMELESS.   INCENTIVES MUST BE INCORPORATED IN ANY PLAN 
FOR HOUSING.  HOUSING SHOULD BE CENTRALIZED AND THE CITY SHOULD PROVED SCHOOL 
BUSES FOR THE PERSONS TO WORK ON PROJECTS DELINEATED BY THE CITY.

THIS IS NOT IN THE CITY OF AIKEN AND THEY WANT TO CLOSE PARKS IN TOWN TO SUPPORT THIS 
VENTURE?  I DON’T THINK IT IS A GOOD IDEA AT ALL.

THE NEED FOR TRANSITIONAL HOUSING AND A CENTRAL RESOURCE CENTER FOR THE HOMELESS 
IS CRITICAL.  WE CAN’T JUST IGNORE THE HOMELESS SITUATION IN AIKEN. I ENCOURAGE THE CITY 
TO INCLUDE PLANS FOR TRANSITIONAL HOUSING IN THE COMPREHENSIVELY PLAN.

MAINTENANCE OF HORSE CREEK BELOW LANGLEY DAM. CONTINUE TO THE SAVANNAH RIVER 
FOR KAYAKING.

PLEASE PRESERVE THE TREE CANOPY ON SOUTH BOUNDARY AND ALL OLD GROWTH TREES.

THE CITY IS NOT BEING HONEST. THEY WANT TO SELL 400 ACRES FOR DEVELOPMENT.

KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK.

PLEASE KEEP DOING MAINTENANCE ON CITY WATER AND SEWER LINES. OUR NEIGHBORHOOD 
SUFFERS BREAKS ALL THE TIME - SOUTHWOOD.

A (SMALL) TAX CREDIT FOR THOSE HOMEOWNERS WHO DO NOT PAVE THEIR DRIVEWAYS OR WHO 
USE PERMEABLE PAVERS.  CONCRETE/ASPHALT ADDS TO RAISING TEMPS AND DOES NOT ALLOW 
FOR WATER TO ABSORB BACK, A REAL ISSUE WITH ALL THE NEW CONSTRUCTION.

ASSURE THAT OUR NATURAL RESOURCES ARE USEFUL FOR ALL OF OUR CITIZENS, INCLUDING THE 
HOMELESS -- POSSIBLY INCLUDING A DAY-USE CENTER WHERE THEY CAN SHELTER FROM THE 
ELEMENTS AND ACCESS SERVICES.

PROTECT THE TREES!!!  PROTECT GREEN SPACE.  PROTECT WILD SPACE.

PLEASE FOCUS ON THE HAZARDS OF SEPTIC TANKS, AND GET RID OF THEM.

THEY ALL HAVE AN IMPORTANCE IN OUR COMMUNITY.

THE WATER QUALITY IN AIKEN IS NOT VERY GOOD.

AIKEN IS ALREADY WONDERFULLY BLESSED WITH BEAUTIFUL NATURAL SPACES AND LANDSCAPED 
PARKS. PLEASE MAINTAIN WHAT WE HAVE. THE CAROLINA BAY AREA HAS ALREADY BEEN 
DIMINISHED TO PLEASE SOME, BUT HAS DESTROYED THE NATURAL BEAUTY IN EFFORTS TO DRAW 
MORE VISITORS.

THE CITY NEEDS CLEAN GUTTERS AND STORM DRAINS FOR BETTER WATER RUNOFF AND BEAUTIFY 
THE ROADWAYS.

WATER RUNOFF IS NOT DRAINING PROPERLY ON SEVERAL ROADS AND STANDING WATER IS A 
HAZARD. IMPROVEMENT OF DRAINAGE ON THESE ROADS WOULD SEEM TO BE A PRIORITY OVER 
A NEW PROJECT.

DO NOT ALLOW RESIDENTIAL HOUSING AND DEVELOPMENT TO ENCROUCH UPON THESE PRECIOUS 
ACRES.

AGENDA ITEM #(3)

(3) First Reading of an Ordinance to Adopt Updates to the Comprehensive ... Page 399 of 565



|   CITY OF AIKEN320 DRAFT

APPENDIX C -  2020 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE SURVEY RESPONSES

PLEASE KEEP THE INITIAL LAYING OUT OF PARKS SO THAT EACH PARK ON OUR WONDERFUL ONE-
WAY STREETS ARE FLAT, USABLE, GREEN, FLOWERING SHRUBS, FLOWERING TREES, BEAUTY...NO 
MORE DITCHES!

ALWAYS PROTECT AND ENCOURAGE USE OF HITCHCOCK WOODS FOR HEALTH BENEFITS.

I BELIEVE IF YOU’RE DOING “ALL THE THINGS,” DIVERSITY IN NATURE WILL FOLLOW.

THE CITY IS ALSO HOME TO ONE OF THE LARGEST PUBLIC PARKS IN THE COUNTRY - THERE IS NO 
NEED TO CREATE MORE PARKS - AGAIN AN EFFORT SHOULD BE MADE TO CLEAN UP AND RESTORE 
WHAT IS ALREADY IN PLACE BEFORE TAKING ON NEW PROJECTS.

I’M IMPRESSED WITH THE LANDSCAPING AT THE SOUTH BOUNDARY ENTRANCE TO HITCHCOCK 
WOODS.

PLEASE DO WHAT YOU CAN TO PRESERVE OUR PLANET. DO NOT GROW AIKEN WITH MORE PEOPLE. 
DURING THE YEARS FROM THE 1950S TO THE PRESENT, HUMAN POPULATIONS HAVE GROWN 
EXPONENTIALLY. OTHER SPECIES DECLINED BECAUSE THERE IS NO MORE SPACE OR MOLECULES.
PLEASE GET CYCLISTS OFF THE ROADS.  PEDESTRIANS AND CYCLISTS ARE FAR MORE COMPATIBLE 
THAT CYCLISTS AND CARS. PROVIDE THEM A SAFE SPACE. MY NEPHEW HAS BEEN HIT BY CARS 
TWICE. A SINGLE LANE ROAD SHOULD NOT BE EXPECTED TO HANDLE THE TWO VEHICLES SAFELY.

I WOULD LOVE TO SEE A PUBLIC DOG PARK. THE CITY OF AIKEN NEEDS SOMEWHERE FOR DOGGIES 
TO GO TO RUN FREELY AND MAKE FURRY FRIENDS! ASPCA CHARGES PEOPLE TO USE THEIR DOG 
PARK AND WE NEED ONE FREE TO THE PUBLIC. AIKEN NEEDS TO SUPPORT PEOPLE WITH DOGGIES.

KEEP EQUESTRIAN AREAS SAFE AND VIABLE.

BASICS NEED TO BE ADDRESSED BEFORE LUXURY PROJECTS. THE MAINTENANCE OF SEWERS 
IN THE CITY OF AIKEN TO PREVENT FLOODING, MAINTENANCE OF ROADS, AND REASONABLE 
INFRASTRUCTURE.

A DOG PARK NEAR A CITY WATER SUPPLY IS A BAD IDEA, AS IS ANY ACTION INVOLVING 
CONCENTRATED RECREATION USE.

THE CITY’S NATURAL RESOURCES ARE PART OF WHY I LOVE AIKEN. I ENJOY BEING ABLE TO WALK 
AND JOG IN NATURE AND WOULD LOVE MORE OPPORTUNITIES FOR THAT WITHOUT WORRYING 
ABOUT TRAFFIC.

NO, NO, NO, AND NO. IF THE CITY IS SO FLUSH WITH MONEY TO COME UP WITH THE LIST PRESENTED 
FOR SHAW’S CREEK AREA THEN THEY SHOULD USE THAT MONEY TO IMPROVE OUR INFRASTRUCTURE.

SIMILAR TO FATS (FORKS AREA TRAIL SYSTEM) KEEP IT SIMPLE! KEEP THE COUNTRY PEACEFUL & 
NATURAL.

LIMIT CONCRETE WALK PATHS WITH NATURAL ONES.

I WOULD LIKE TO SEE A GREENWAY LIKE NA BUT ALSO MORE MTB TRAILS LIKE FATS.

NO MORE  UNNECESSARY CLEAR CUTTING OF LAND FOR HOUSING.

SAFETY IN THOSE AREAS.

A NATURAL RESOURCE THAT IS NEVER MENTIONED IS THE VIEW OF THE SKY.  OUR VIEWS ARE BEING 
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DIMINISHED BY ABSURDLY BRIGHT LIGHTING ESPECIALLY REGARDING COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES.  
“DARK SKY” LIGHTING (NO EXTRA COST) WOULD ENSURE THE BEAUTY OF THE NIGHT SKY!!

NEED WATERLINE PIPES REPLACED.

BE VERY CAREFUL WITH THE WOODS. PROTECT IT, DON’T “”IMPROVE”” IT.

BETTER STEWARDSHIP OF DOWNTOWN BUILDINGS BY USING SOME OF THIS GOVERNMENT FUNDING 
TO PROVIDE GRANTS FOR RESTORATION AND RENOVATION. PROTECT THE NORTHSIDE.

A CITY THE SIZE OF AIKEN NEEDS TO HAVE SAFE BIKE PATHS. SIMPLY DESIGNATING A ROAD WITH A 
SIGN AS A BIKE PATH DOES NOT MAKE IT SO NOR DOES IT MAKE IT SAFE.

AN UPGRADE TO THE CITY’S PLUMBING AND DRAINAGE SYSTEMS IS NEEDED TO REPLACE WHAT’S 
THERE NOW, AS IF THIS PAST MONTHS CRISIS WITH BURSTING PIPES WEREN’T WAKE UP CALL ENOUGH.

THE LIVE OAKS ON SOUTH BOUNDARY ARE BEAUTIFUL AND ICONIC, BUT THEY WILL NOT LIVE 
FOREVER.  THE CITY SHOULD BE MAKING PLANS TO START SIMILAR STANDS OF TREES ELSEWHERE 
SO THAT IN TIME, WE CAN HAVE OTHER SIMILARLY SCENIC ROADWAYS.

WOODED AREAS AROUND THE CITY ARE BEING DESTROYED AT AN ALARMING RATE BY DEVELOPERS 
OF APARTMENTS, CONDOS, ETC AND THE RUN OFF IS FLOODING ROADS AND PROPERTIES IN THE 
SOUTHSIDE.

CITY NEEDS TO ADDRESS STORMWATER FLOODING PROBLEMS. RESIDENTS PAY STORMWATER 
FEES BUT CITY USES IT ??? THE DOWNTOWN AREA HAS FLOODING ISSUES THAT DIDN’T IMPROVE 
ANY WITH THE NEW STORMWATER PROJECT AT HITCHCOCK. IT’S WAS SAID BY CITY OFFICIALS IT 
WOULD???

CITY NEEDS TO REPLACE  OLD WATER LINES AND SEWER LINES. BUILDING MORE IS JUST GOING TO 
INCREASE FLOODING. CITY NEEDS TO REPLACE/CLEAN OUT AND INSTALL STORM DRAINS.

DOG PARK ON SOUTH SIDE.

CLEAN UP STREETS. LITTER IS A PROBLEM.

I WANT MORE MODERN GREENERY, WITH PLANTS AND INDUSTRY MIXED.

SHOULD THE CITY FOCUS ON DEVELOPING A “GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE” PLAN TO ASSESS THE 
CONDITIONS OF THE CITY’S NATURAL ASSETS WITH A PARTICULAR FOCUS ON ISSUES RELATED TO 
STORMWATER RUNOFF? - “NO ROOFTOPS”

WE COULD IMPLEMENT VOLUNTEER-BASED PROJECTS TO HELP PRESERVE OUR NATURAL PARKS, 
ETC.

WE HAVE NONE.

IMPROVED TRAFFIC FLOW COULD REDUCE EMISSIONS.

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION.

FIX ROADS.

WANT TO SEE MORE RESTAURANT ON THE NORTHSIDE. PARK NEEDED ON THE NORTHSIDE THAT 
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OFFER SOMETHING FOR CHILDREN.

CONTINUE TO MAINTAIN AND IMPROVE NORTHSIDE PARKWAYS.

THE CITY ARBORIST IS DOING A FANTASTIC JOB WITH THE BEAUTIFUL GREENSPACES IN THE CITY. 
ALSO APPRECIATE THE FORETHOUGHT AND INVESTMENT IN THE STORMWATER SYSTEM PROJECT 
AND THE CREATION BOTANICAL APPROACH TO THE AREA. BEAUTIFUL.

STAY GREEN, AIKEN PLEASE, AND GET GREENER EVEN.

CLEAR CUTTING WILL DESTROY OUR WATER QUALITY. WHEN WILL THE CITY REPLACE THE MOBILE 
STAGE.

DON’T DESTROY THE WETLANDS OFF POWDERHOUSE ROAD WITH THE CONNECTOR ROAD.

COMMUNITY FACILITIES COMMENTS
WHEN YOU TALK ABOUT FACILITIES SUCH AS PARKS AND REC BEING DESIGNED FOR ALL DIFFERENT 
PEOPLE, BE SURE TO INCLUDE OUR HOMELESS CITIZENS. THEY NEED LOTS OF SUPPORT, SOME 
UNIQUE FROM OTHER PEOPLE.

WE NEED WELL THOUGHT OUT PLANNING AND USAGE OF EVERY AREA! THERE IS ENTIRELY TOO 
MUCH GROWTH PILED ON TOP OF AREAS THAT ARE ALREADY TOO FULL! THEY ARE THROWING UP 
THESE NEW HOUSES WITH ZERO LOT LINE! THEY’RE CHEAPLY CONSTRUCTED AND NOT PRETTY!

PLANNING IS KEY. IT’D BE NICE TO GET AHEAD OF THE UNCONTROLLED GROWTH AND LACK OF 
PLANNING IN THE SURROUNDING AREAS. THE TOWN WILL ONLY GROW WITH THE SITE AND FT 
GORDON SCOPE EXPANSION. LET’S MAKE SURE THE FUTURE IS EVEN BETTER, THOUGHTFUL AND 
INCLUSIVE.

ANNEXATION ISSUES AND URBAN SPRAWL ARE INDICATORS OF POOR PLANNING AND FAILING TO 
HIRE URBAN PLANNING PROFESSIONALS. CITY TAX STRUCTURE CAN NOT SUSTAIN CURRENT LEVELS 
OF ANNEXATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE COSTS.

THE NORTHSIDE SEEMS TO BE FORGOTTEN WITH ALL THE DEVELOPMENT GOING TO THE SOUTHSIDE.

NOTHING ON SOUTH SIDE. NOT EVEN A PLAYGROUND. SOUTH WHISKEY CORRIDOR IS RAPIDLY 
EXPANDING, ARE YOU GOING TO HELP?

PICKLEBALL IS AN INCREASINGLY POPULAR SPORT AND SHOULD GET MORE ATTENTION FROM 
THE CITY WITH THE BUILDING/EXPANSION OF ODELL WEEKS INTO A PICKLEBALL FACILITY WITH 
ADJOINING CAFE/RESTAURANT TO ATTRACT MORE PLAYERS.

IF PEOPLE THAT OWN PROPERTY DO NOT WANT TO BE ANNEXED INTO THE CITY, THEY SHOULD 
NEVER BE FORCED TO BE ANNEXED. EVER.

SHARE LAND FOR A TINY HOUSE VILLAGE AND HOMELESS DAY CENTER IN MORE THAN ONE PLACE.

THERE IS A DOG PARK AND IT IS ALL AIKEN NEEDS.  DOG OWNERS LIKE TO DRAG THEIR DOGS ALL 
OVER ANYWAY.  THE CITY SHOULD REGULATE FOLKS BRINGING ANIMALS INTO RESTAURANTS AND 
STORES UNDER THE GUISE OF “EMOTIONAL SUPPORT.”
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YOU WILL BE CHALLENGED TO SUPPORT THE GROWTH YOU ALREADY HAVE ON TAP. AS IT IS NOW, 
I’VE CALLED POLICE FOR TWO INCIDENTS (AN ACCIDENT, AND AN ARSON ATTEMPT IN PROGRESS) 
AND GOT ZERO RESPONSE. I SEE LEAKING WATER MAINS REGULARLY, AS ANOTHER EXAMPLE.
SEEK OUT DIFFERENT WAYS TO PROMOTE THE EXISTING PARKS. MAKE THEM ACCESSIBLE (BIKE, 
PEDESTRIAN, HANDICAPPED WHERE NEEDED). 

INCENTIVIZE CONCENTRATION OF POPULATION GROWTH. REDUCE TAX RATE FOR SMALLER LOTS. 
JUSTIFY IT AS IT REDUCES EXPENSES OF PROVIDING SERVICES AND ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT OF 
HUMANS.

GREENWAY SIMILAR TO NORTH AUGUSTA FOR WALKING & CYCLING.

SAFETY AROUND ODELL WEEKS. BRING BACK THE TELEPHONE POLLS. I RUN 3 TIMES A WEEK AT 
ODELL AT 6AM. THE HOMELESS OR CREEPY PEOPLE ARE DEF THERE AND ITS NOT SAFE. I HAVE TO 
RUN W/PEPPER SPRAY, LIGHTS AND A BUDDY.

THE AREAS HAVING CITY SERVICES NOW THAT ARE OUTSIDE CITY LIMITS CERTAINLY WOULD SEE A 
TAX INCREASE WITH ANNEXATION, BUT CURRENT SERVICE COSTS WOULD REDUCE AND PROPERTY 
OWNERS WOULD ALSO HAVE THE ABILITY TO CLAIM THE ADDITIONAL TAX ON THE TAX RETURNS.

ANNEXATION IS IMPORTANT BUT NOT WHEN YOU PUSH THE BURDEN OF THIS ONTO THE 
HOMEOWNERS.  INCORPORATING THE TAX BENEFIT THAT THE CITY COULD USE FOR GROWTH AND 
CHANGES IS IMPORTANT, BUT THE CITY MUST BE WILLING TO HANDLE THE COST TO SET THIS UP.

CLAP FOR ORGANIC COMMUNITY GARDENS! THEY NEED PLANNING, SUPPORT AND RESOURCES 
TO BE SUCCESSFUL AND ARE JUST ONE WAY TO COMBAT FOOD SCARCITY. LET’S INVEST IN DOING 
THIS THE RIGHT WAY AND BUILD A HEALTHIER, HAPPIER COMMUNITY.

I LIVE IN A ‘DOUGHNUT HOLE’ WHICH LIKELY WILL BE ANNEXED. THOUGH I DON’T PAY CITY TAXES, 
I PAY MUCH HIGHER WATER FEES (I HAVE CITY WATER/NO CITY SEWER) PLUS $40 PER MONTH FOR 
FIRE PROTECTION. THERE IS ALSO NO TRASH PICKUP, COSTING ME MORE $$.

WE NEED MORE SIDEWALKS AND BIKE LANES TO GET PEOPLE OUT OF THEIR CARS FOR SHORT TRIPS.

THE CITY NEEDS TO STOP REACHING FOR MORE LAND AND ENSURE THEY LAND CURRENTLY OWNED 
IS USED WELL. MANY PEOPLE DON’T BUY “CITY LAND” BECAUSE THE HIGHER TAXES DON’T PROVIDE 
THEM APPROPRIATE SERVICES. “FORCING” PEOPLE INTO CITY LIMITS WILL GROW RESENTMENT.

DOUGHNUT HOLES SHOULD NOT BE ALLOWED, FOR ANY REASON.

IF I BUY PROPERTY IN AIKEN, I DO NOT WANT TO BE ANNEXED INTO ANOTHER CITY.  I SHOULD BE 
ABLE TO KEEP MY SAME ADDRESS.

CITY AND COUNTY SHOULD WORK TOGETHER  FOR THE BETTERMENT OF ALL.  FIRST, THAT MEANS 
LISTING OBJECTIVES AND DEVELOPING ORDINANCES TO FOLLOW THOSE.

THE HORSE COMMUNITY INSIDE THE CITY’S LIMITS ARE CONSIDERED COUNTY, THEY PAY COUNTY 
TAXES. THAT SHOULD CHANGE. IF YOU HAVE HORSES IN TOWN YOU SHOULD HAVE TO PAY CITY 
TAXES.

I JUST DON’T HAVE ENOUGH INFORMATION TO GIVE AN OPINION ON THIS. THIS SHOULD BE BASED 
ON WHO IS ACCESSING CITY SERVICES AND WHO IS PAYING FOR THEM. THIS IS A BUDGET ISSUE, 
NOT AN OPINION ISSUE.
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WE SHOULD HAVE A SKATE PARK. THE TOWN I MOVED FROM HAD A VERY WELL MAINTAINED 
ONE. IT HAD KIDS USING IT, ALONG WITH ADULTS AFTER THEY GOT OFF OF WORK. THERE AREN’T 
ENOUGH THINGS IN AIKEN FOR YOUNG PEOPLE TO DO, AND THEY HAVE TO DRIVE TO AUGUSTA.

I AM FOR ANNEXATION AS LONG AS THE CORRESPONDING RESOURCES WILL PROVIDED. WATER 
SEWER TRASH ETC. AND MUST BE BROUGHT IN AND INSTALLED CORRECTLY!

DOG PARKS SHOULD BE FOCUSED WHERE HOUSING FOR YOUNG PROFESSIONALS ARE TARGETED, 
DOWNTOWN, AND CLOSE TO AN INTERNAL GREENWAY SYSTEM.

WE NEED ONE OR MORE FACILITIES FOR USE BY HOMELESS CITIZENS DURING THE DAY -- RANGING 
FROM RESTROOMS TO ACCESS TO MENTAL HEALTHCARE AND JOB TRAINING.

THE SAME PROJECTS PLACE FOR ODELL WEEKS REC CENTER SHOULD BE THE SAME FOR SMITH 
HAZEL REC CENTER. THERE SHOULD BE NO PATCH WORK SMITH HAZEL REC CENTER. SMITH HAZEL 
REC. CENTER IS OLDER THAN ODELL WEEKS REC. CENTER.

THE FARMERS MARKET IS VERY BENEFICIAL TO THE COMMUNITY. THE FACILITIES AT ODELL WEEKS 
ESPECIALLY THE TENNIS FACILITY IS BETTER THAN ANY COMMUNITY I HAVE BEEN IN.

HASN’T THE CITY ALREADY EXCEED THEMSELVES IN BUYING UP THE HOTEL AND MANY OF THE 
OTHER BUILDINGS WITHOUT PROPER TAX PAYER INPUT?

WE HAVE BEEN IN AIKEN FOR ABOUT 18 MONTHS. WE ABSOLUTELY LOVE IT HERE. ARE THERE 
THINGS THAT COULD BE DONE, IMPROVEMENTS? ETC. OF COURSE. BUT YOU HAVE A WONDERFUL 
COMMUNITY HERE. PERIOD.

I THINK WHAT WE HAVE NOW IS SUFFICIENT (FOR NOW). LET’S FOCUS ON PEOPLE TEACHING 
OTHERS TO HELP THEM FIND WORK THEY WILL LOVE LIKE HOW TO GARDEN, ETC. LEARN TO USE 
TOOLS. THERE HAS TO BE A WAY TO STOP HOMELESSNESS OR WE WILL CONTINUE TO GIVE, GIVE, 
GIVE.

NO, NO, NO TO DOG PARKS! AND I AM A DOG OWNER. THEY ARE A LIABILITY DUE TO IRRESPONSIBLE 
OWNERS. TOO MANY BITES & INJURIES OCCUR AT DOG PARKS. ASK ANY VETERINARIAN.

THE CITY NEEDS TO CONSIDER INFRASTRUCTURE. ROAD CONGESTION IS AN ISSUE. BUILDERS OF 
LARGE DEVELOPMENTS SHOULD CONTRIBUTE TO BUILDING OF ROADS, SCHOOLS SHOPPING TO 
SUPPORT INCREASED HOUSING.

THE CITY OF AIKEN HAS ABSURD BOUNDARIES, AS EVIDENCED BY THE MANY “DOUGHNUT HOLES” 
THAT MUST BE INDIVIDUALLY ANNEXED. IT WOULD BE BETTER IF OUR LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION 
SPONSORED LEGISLATION THAT PERMITTED THE CITY TO ANNEX ANY UNANNEXED AREAS.

A DOG PARK FOR THE SOUTHSIDE OR DOWNTOWN IS A WONDERFUL IDEA!

THE CITY SHOULDN’T ANNEX WHEN THEY CHARGE BUSINESS OWNERS HIGHER TAXES WITHOUT 
PROVIDING SERVICE. NO GARAGE PICK UP, DON’T PROVIDE TAP INTO THE SEWER SYSTEM AT 
CITY’S EXPENSE, BUSINESS LICENSE FEES AND NOTHING FOR SERVICE IN RETURN.

THERE SEEMS TO BE NOTHING IF YOU’RE POOR AND LIVE IN NORTH AIKEN. NO PUBLIC 
TRANSPORTATION I THINK IS PROBLEM 1 IN THIS TOWN.

THE FOOD GARDEN DOES NOT NEED TO BE ORGANIC OR LOW CHEMICAL IF THE GOAL IS TO 
PRODUCE THE MOST FOOD IN THE SMALLEST AREA.
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UNIQUE GROWTH IS IMPORTANT, NOT THE SAME 5 SIMILAR STORES, RESTAURANTS OR STORAGE. 
EACH POCKET COMMUNITY HAS A NICHE TO DRAW INTEREST ON “WHY” WE WANT TO VISIT THAT 
AREA.

DOUGHNUT HOLES MAKE NO SENSE.  THE TAX BASE WOULD RISE IF THEY WERE FILLED IN.  MANY IN 
THESE HOLES ALREADY GET CITY SERVICES.  AIKEN ESTATES AND THE AREA NORTH OF US 1 SHOULD 
ALL BE FILLED IN.  AIKEN WOULD THEN BE A CITY OF 60K-70K WHICH IS WHAT IT IS.

NEED TO BRING MORE ATTENTION TO REC SPORTS AS THE OPTIONS FOR THEM ARE FEW AND 
POOR WITH HAVING DUAL SEASONS FOR MANY CAUSING ISSUES WITH TEAM SIZE AND NUMBER 
OF TEAMS. NO RUGRATS BALL LEAGUE EITHER WHICH IS SAD BECAUSE T BALL SHOULD START AT 3.

THIS MAY NOT APPLY TO Y’ALL BUT, THERE IS WAY TOO MANY RESTAURANTS ETC. ON SOUTHSIDE 
AS OPPOSED TO NORTHSIDE. IT’S A REAL TRAFFIC PROBLEM. NORTHSIDE DESERVES SOME NICE 
RESTAURANTS. SPREAD THE LOVE A BIT & IT WOULD DIMINISH THE HORROR OF SOUTHSIDE TRAFFIC.

YOU NEED TO CONTINUE TO GROW THE  TAX BASE.  HOWEVER, MAINTAIN STRICT GUIDELINES. 
GROWTH IS NECESSARY TO SURVIVE, BUT IT MUST BE MANAGED.

LIVE THE COMMUNITY GARDEN PROGRAM. MAYBE FAIRFIELD BRIDGE COULD BECOME A LIVING 
BRIDGE.

PERRENIAL GARDENS.

SHOULD NOT! QUIT THE DEVELOPMENT.

MORE REC ACTIVITIES FOR 18-65 AND AT EVENING HOURS.

KEEP PARKS OPEN ON WEEKENDS. CITIZENS PARK GATES AREN’T OPEN ON MOST WEEKENDS FOR 
CITIZENS.

THEY ARE MID.

DOG PARKS - I’D LIKE IT, BUT DON’T KNOW IF IT WILL WORK.

WE COULD PROVIDE MORE PROGRAMS TO GET THE YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULT POPULATION 
MORE INVOLVED IN THE COMMUNITY.

MOST PARKS ONLY TARGET FAMILIES & OR CHILDREN. ODELL/VIRGINIA DOES A GOOD JOB OF 
APPEALING TO MORE PEOPLE. 

DOG PARK LOCATED AT OLD SHOPPING MALL.
REGULATE BETTER ROAD STRUCTURES.

FIX ROADS.

NEED MORE AFFORDABLE GROCERY CHAIN. IE: ALDIS, WALMART COMMUNITY CENTER. PLACE 
ON NORTHSIDE. KJ’S TOO EXPENSIVE.

I DO NOT LIKE HOW THE CITY STRONG ARMS PEOPLE FOR ANNEXATION.

WE SHOULD HAVE STRICT RULES ON RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENTS TO NOT 
ALLOW CLEARCUTTING AND OVER DEVELOPMENT.
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UTILITES-MAINTENANCE OF WATER MAINS, SINK HOLES, ETC.

WE NEED MORE FOOD PLACES ON THE NORTHSIDE.

TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENTS 
COMMENTS
CROSSWALKS TIED TO ACTUAL SIDEWALKS THAT GO SOMEWHERE.

MORE BICYCLE LANES AND SIDEWALKS, ESPECIALLY IN THE SOUTHSIDE.

REMIND PEOPLE TO NOT WEAR DARK CLOTHES AT NIGHT WHEN WALKING/RIDING ALONG ROAD.

WE NEED DEDICATED, SAFE, SEPARATED SPACE FOR BIKES AND PEDESTRIANS; MORE SIDEWALKS 
AND ACTUAL BIKE PATHS, NOT JUST A PAINTED LINE AT THE SIDE OF THE ROAD.

CONTINUOUS SIDEWALKS WHEREVER THERE ARE A LOT OF PEDESTRIANS. WATCH “NOT JUST BIKES” 
ON YOUTUBE IF YOU WANT TO SEE HOW TO DO IT RIGHT.

NEED MORE CROSSWALKS AND WIDER ROADS FOR BICYCLE RIDERS.

PEDESTRIANS AND BICYCLES ARE TWO SEPARATE THINGS.  A PEDESTRIAN IS NOT A ‘VEHICLE’; A 
BICYCLE IS GOVERNED BY MOTOR VEHICLE LAWS…A FACT OFTEN DISREGARDED BY BICYCLISTS.  
THIS QUESTION NEEDS SEPARATING INTO TWO DISTINCT QUESTIONS TO GARNER HONEST ANSWERS.

WE NEED SIGNAGE FOR EQUESTRIAN CROSSWALKS ON S BOUNDARY. FOR INSTANCE, AT SUMTER 
AND MARLBORO INTERSECTIONS. MOTORISTS NEED MORE AWARENESS OF EQUESTRIAN TRAFFIC 
IN DOWNTOWN.

MOTORISTS DO NOT YIELD WHEN PEDESTRIANS HAVE PROTECTED CROSSING.

EXTEND THE BIKE LANES ON THE BYPASS LIKE THE AREAS AROUND EAST AIKEN ELEMENTARY. IT 
WOULD MAKE BIKING SAFER AND PREVENT ACCIDENTS WITH VEHICLES.

SAFE BICYCLE PATHS ON WHISKEY ROAD.

SIDE WALKS! BETWEEN PARKS AND AROUND SCHOOLS. IF BUS SERVICE ISN’T ALLOWED WITHIN 
A RADIUS OF THE SCHOOL THEN A SAFE SPOT FOR OUR CHILDREN TO WALK WITH MARKED AND 
STAFFED MAJOR INTERSECTIONS IS KEY! I LOVE THE IDEA OF BIKING LANES/TRAILS. THANKS FOR 
ASKING.

SIDEWALKS. AIKEN IS NOT SAFE FOR PEDESTRIANS.

ENFORCEMENT OF TRAFFIC LAWS NEEDS TO INCREASED 200%.

EXCEPT FOR THE DOWNTOWN AIKEN IS NOT A WALKABLE CITY, THAT SHOULD BE A PRIORITY. I LIVE 
CLOSE ENOUGH TO A VARIETY OF SERVICES BUT THERE IS NO SAFE WAY TO WALK.

MAKE SURE THAT ALL CROSSING AREAS ARE HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE. NO ONE SHOULD BE STUCK 
WHEN TRYING TO GET AROUND AIKEN!
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WIDEN STREETS AND ADD BIKE LANES.

EXISTING INFRASTRUCTURE SHOULD BE UPDATED/MAINTAINED.

FIX THE DANGEROUS TRAFFIC FIRST BEFORE WORRYING ABOUT THIS BICYCLE NONSENSE.

MTB TRAILS.
BETTER WIDTH OF BIKE LANES ON MOST ROADS AROUND TOWN.

SIDEWALKS AND LIGHTS AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE IN THE CITY. GREGG AVE, RICHLAND AVE, 
UNIVERSITY PARKWAY.

MANY ROADS IN AIKEN ARE UNSAFE FOR BIKE RIDERS.  BIKE RIDERS NEED SAFE RIDING AREAS 
AWAY FROM HIGH TRAFFIC.  IT WOULD BE GOOD FOR BOTH DRIVERS AND CYCLISTS TO KNOW 
THE RULES OF SAFE DRIVING AND CYCLING AROUND EACH OTHER.  THEY DO NOT!  ANY NEW 
DESIGNS REG.

POLICE NEED TO STOP SPEEDERS AND STOP SIGN FLEEING ON SOUTH BOUNDARY AND POWDER 
HOUSE, CHARLESTON.

AIKEN NEEDS TO BE MORE WALKER/RUNNER/BIKE FRIENDLY. 

MORE DEDICATED WALKING AREAS (SIDEWALKS, GREENWAYS, LOW LINES) THAT ACTUALLY 
TRAVERSE THE AIKEN AREA. NOT JUST A TRACK, BUT A LEGITIMATE WALKING AREA THAT GOES TO 
DIFFERENT POINTS ACROSS AIKEN.

SIDEWALKS ON BOTH SIDES OF WHISKEY ROAD.

BIKE LANES ARE NEEDED IN MULTIPLE AREAS.

MORE SIDEWALKS.

WE DON’T HAVE ADEQUATE SPACE ON OUR ROADS FOR BIKES OR EVEN ENOUGH WALKING 
SIDEWALKS.

DEDICATED BIKE LANES.

MORE SIDEWALKS!

BICYCLE PATHS INSTALLED AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE. LOOK TO BEAUFORT COUNTY AND WHAT THEY 
DID WITH THE OLD TRAIN TRACKS. FANTASTIC TRAIL THAT ALLOWS BICYCLISTS TO TRAVEL A SCENIC 
AREA WITHOUT DEALING WITH CONTINUOUS MOTORIST TRAFFIC.

YOU CAN HAVE ALL THE SIGNAGE AND SAFE SPACES FOR PEDESTRIANS AND BICYCLIST. BUT IF 
PEOPLE ARE TOO BOTHERED TO PUT DOWN THEIR PHONES WHILE DRIVING, THERE ISN’T AN AREA 
THAT’S SAFE.

MIRRORS TO SEE ONCOMING TRAFFIC.

MAKE AREAS OUTSIDE OF DOWNTOWN PEDESTRIAN FRIENDLY.  THERE ARE SEVERAL AREAS WITH 
DISCONTINUOUS SIDEWALKS AND POORLY MAINTAINED SIDEWALKS.

I’M A CYCLIST, BIKING HERE IS ASKING FOR DEATH. TRUCKS THINK THEY RULE THE ROAD W/
AGGRESSIVE DRIVING & RUNNING RED LIGHTS. MAYBE CATCH THOSE PEOPLE W/TICKETS 1ST?
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COPY OTHER CITIES’ SUCCESS W/BIKE INFRASTRUCTURE. AIKEN’S PERFECT FOR CYCLING.

BICYCLES AND CARS DO NOT MIX. THE LEAGUE OF AMERICAN CYCLIST SURVEY SHOWED LESS 
THEN 7% OF ACTIVE POPULATION WILL RIDE A BICYCLE ON THE ROAD.

ANY MONEY SPENT ON BICYCLE INFRASTRUCTURE ON ROADWAYS IS A WASTE OF TAX DOLLARS. 
CYCLING AND PEDESTRIAN TRAILS.
BETTER EDUCATION FOR ALL WHO USE ROADS AND BETTER ENFORCEMENT OF EXISTING LAWS. 
SOME PEDESTRIANS AND BICYCLISTS CAUSE PROBLEMS THAT CAUSE AUTOMOBILE DRIVERS TO BE 
AGGRESSIVE TO THE CONSCIENTIOUS WALKERS AND CYCLISTS. NEED PUBLICITY OF RULES OF THE 
ROAD.

THE CITY OF AIKEN SHOULD CONSIDER CONSTRUCTING A GREENWAY SUCH AS HAS BEEN BUILT IN 
THE CITY OF NORTH AUGUSTA.  IT SHOULD BE SUFFICIENT LENGTH AND VARIED TOPOGRAPHY TO 
ATTRACT ALL LEVELS OF CYCLING ENTHUSIASTS.  AND KEEP BICYCLISTS OFF CITY STREETS.

DEDICATED BICYCLE LANES AND PATHS.  SIDEWALKS.

NONE OF THE ABOVE.

PAVED SHOULDERS WITH CLEAN LANE STRIPES WILL GO A LONG WAY FOR CYCLIST SAFETY 
WITHOUT INCURRING BIG COSTS AND COMPLICATED DESIGN AND NIMBY DEBATE. KEEP IT SIMPLE, 
BUT ABUNDANT.

I THINK THIS IS A NON ISSUE FOR AIKEN.

DEDICATED BIKE PATHS THAT DON’T INTERACT WITH CARS. PURCHASING THE RR TRAX THRU TOWN 
AND CONVERTING TO A N.AUGUSTA LIKE GREENWAY WOULD MAKE AIKEN MUCH BETTER AND 
PROVIDE INCREASED FITNESS AND REDUCE TRAFFIC.

DEDICATED AND SEPARATED BIKE PATHS, NOT ON STREETS AND ROADS.

IMPROVE PEDESTRIAN & BIKE TRAVEL ACROSS THE CITY WITH PROTECTED LANES.

THERE SHOULD BE SOME POSTED INSTRUCTIONS ON HOW TO MAKE A LEFT TURN AT GRIDDED 
STREETS.  THE SITUATION NOW IS A NIGHTMARE.  WHY NOT AT LEAST POST SIGNS TO INFORM 
MOTORISTS WHAT TO DO.
 
THE “WALK/ DON’T WALK” PEDESTRIAN SIGNS ARE ABSOLUTELY SUPERFLUOUS.

AS A BICYLIST, I THINK WE BICYLISTS DO A POOR JOB OF BEING VISIBLE. THERE’S A NEED FOR 
EDUCATION SAFETY PROGRAMS FOR BICYCLES, PERHAPS EXPECTING REFLECTIVE GEAR AND 
FRONT AND BACK LIGHTS, AND HELPING BICYCLISTS FIND THOSE SAFETY FEATURES, BY WEBSITE.

GREENWAY SIMILAR TO NORTH AUGUSTA FOR WALKING & CYCLING.

BETTER SIGNAGE OR EDUCATION ABOUT SIGNS. AS A RUNNER I HAVE ALMOST GOTTEN HIT SEVERAL 
TIMES DOWNTOWN AIKEN WHEN I HAD THE RIGHT AWAY.

THE CITY HAS SOME SPACE THAT COULD MAKE SINCE FOR A BIKE PATH... IT COULD CONNECT 
TO CITIZENS PARK, AND IF YOU GO OUT OLD AIRPORT RD AND CONNECT TO PARK AVE, THAT’S 
RELATIVELY FLAT - THEN THAT TAKES YOU TO FARMERS MARKET AND DOWNTOWN.

MORE BIKE PATHS THROUGHOUT THE CITY.
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THERE HAD BEEN A BIKE LANE ON RICHLAND WITH PLANS TO EXPAND, WHICH DISSOLVED. WITH 
THE GROWING AMOUNT OF TRAFFIC, IT’S DANGEROUS BEING ON FOOT OUTSIDE OF DOWNTOWN.  
ADD SHOULDERS TO NEW ROADS AS WELL.

SIDEWALKS!! TOO MANY NEIGHBORHOODS HAVE NO SIDEWALKS!!

JUST HAVING DEDICATED BIKE LANES AND SIDEWALKS WOULD BE A GOOD START. WOULD LOVE 
TO SEE SIDEWALK ALONG POWERHOUSE RD BETWEEN PINE LOG AND SOUTH BOUNDARY. I OFTEN 
SEE PEOPLE WALKING ON THAT RODE AND IT IS TOO NARROW FOR THAT.

ACTUAL BIKE PATHS AND SAFE AREAS.
SIDEWALKS FOR PEOPLE TO WALK ON. NO WONDER PEOPLE ARE OVERWEIGHT WITH HEALTH 
ISSUES. THEY DRIVE EVERYWHERE!

BIKE LANES.

CONSIDER THE PEDESTRIAN BRIGHT FLAG SYSTEM USED IN SOME STATES.

CONSIDER ALLOWING AUTOMOBILES TO TURN LEFT AFTER CHECKING THE TRAFFIC AT ALL 
INTERSECTIONS.

THE TRAFFIC CIRCLE AT PUBLIX WORKS GREAT.  A WASTE OF TIME AND FUEL WHEN YOU CAN 
CLEARLY SEE NO ONE IS COMING TO WAIT FOR THE LIGHT TO TURN GREEN TO PROCEED.

THERE ARE NO SUFFICIENT WALKWAYS OR BICYCLE ACCESS W/N THE CITY.  IT NEEDS TO EXPAND 
OUT TO OTHER AREAS MORE SO THAN JUST DOWNTOWN!  IT CAN ALSO GET DANGEROUS 
ESPECIALLY AROUND THE CIRCLES AND CONVOLUTED TRAFFIC PATTERNS DOWNTOWN.

NEED DEDICATED BIKE PATHS IN USEFUL CORRIDORS. WOULD CREATE HEALTHY, FAMILY FRIENDLY 
ACTIVITY. SEEMS LIKE THE RAIL SPUR NORTH FROM THE TRAIN DEPOT WOULD BE A NATURAL SPOT. 
(THE HORSESHOE LOT SHOULD BE PRESERVED FOR THE NEIGHBORHOOD USE THOUGH!)

ALL ROADS SHOULD HAVE PROTECTED BIKE LANES. PROTECTION MEANS A HARD BARRIER BETWEEN 
MOTOR VEHICLE LANES AND BICYCLES.

ACTUALLY, SIGNAGE AT THE CIRCLES/SQUARES DOWNTOWN WOULD HELP CYCLIST/PEDESTRIANS 
AND MOTORIST.

I AM NOT AN EXPERT IN THIS AREA.  PLEASE WORK WITH BIKERS AND PEOPLE WHO MUST WALK TO 
HEAR THEIR SUGGESTIONS AND NEEDS.

BUILD SIDEWALKS ON WHISKEY RD, SILVER BLUFF RD FOR PEDESTRIANS AND BIKES.

MORE BIKE PATHS OR BIKE ONLY LANES.  TOO MANY BIKERS RIDE IN THE MIDDLE OF THE ROAD 
AND IT’S DANGEROUS TO BOTH CYCLIST AND MOTORISTS.

IMPROVEMENTS FOR BIKES ARE GOOD IF BIKE RIDERS PAY FOR IT.

BIKES AND CARS SHOULD NOT OCCUPY THE SAME SPACE. IT IS TOO DANGEROUS! MANY OF THE 
SO-CALLED BIKE LANES IN AIKEN ARE NOT WIDE ENOUGH FOR CARS TO PASS A BIKE SAFELY.

WE NEED A CONNECTED SYSTEM OF GREENWAYS/BIKING AND RUNNING TRAILS SO THAT RUNNERS/
BIKERS AND DRIVERS INTERACT LESS OFTEN.  I AM A RUNNER.  I HAVE ALMOST BEEN HIT BY PEOPLE 
IN CARS TOO MANY TIMES TO COUNT.
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SIDEWALKS OR BIKEPATHS ALONG THE SIDE OF ROADS AND IN NEIGHBORHOODS TO HAVE A SAFE 
PLACE FOR WALKERS/BIKERS OUTSIDE OF TRAFFIC.

A COMMITMENT TO ESTABLISHING SIDEWALKS THROUGHOUT THE CITY.  THERE ARE FAR TOO MANY 
“CROSSWALKS TO NOWHERE”.

WE CAN START WITH SIDEWALKS. I FIND IT CRAZY HOW SOME OF THE BUSIEST STREETS DON’T HAVE 
SIDEWALKS. PLEASE DON’T FOCUS ALL THESE EFFORTS ON DOWNTOWN. I DON’T LIVE THERE, I 
DON’T RUN OR WALK THERE.

WE NEED TO ENFORCE THE SPEED LIMIT IN TOWN - EVERYWHERE IN TOWN.  MOTORISTS NEED TO 
BE MORE AWARE THAT WE HAVE A POLICE PRESENCE THAT ENFORCES THE SPEED LIMIT.  SCHOOL 
ZONES (MILLBROOK) AND DOWNTOWN NEED TO BE PARTICULAR FOCUS.

BIKE LANES.

BIKE PATHS.

IF YOU DON’T HAVE A CAR OR HORSE, GOOD LUCK GETTING AROUND AIKEN. WE HAVE UNUSED 
TRAIN TRACKS AND STATION, NO BUSES, NO BIKE PATHS, NO PEDESTRIAN ONLY ZONES (EXCEPT 
THE ALLEY). WE NEED A COMPLETE OVERHAUL OF BICYCLE FACILITIES.

MORE/WIDER SIDEWALKS TO ALLOW FOR PEDESTRIAN AND BIKE TRAFFIC COMBINED.  ALSO, 
BUSINESSES THAT USE SIDEWALK FOR TABLES AND CHAIRS TAKE AWAY FROM THE FLOW OF 
PEDESTRIAN AND BIKE TRAFFIC.  

WIDER SHOULDERS ON THE STREETS TO ALLOW FOR SAFER BIKE TRAFFIC.

MORE SIDEWALKS IN NEIGHBORHOODS.  DIBBLE RD NEEDS SIDEWALKS AND BIKE LANES.

WE NEED IDENTIFIED BIKE LANES.

DEDICATED BIKE LANES.

DEDICATED BIKE AND WALKING PATHS THROUGHOUT THE TOWN SERVING ALL NEIGHBORHOODS.

FINES IMPOSED FOR THOSE ‘UNTRAINED’ BICYCLIST ‘ THAT DO NOT ADHERE TO TRAFFIC 
REGULATIONS, STOPS SIGNS,RED LIGHTS, RIDING ON WRONG SIDE/WAY OF ROADWAY.

BIKE AND WALKING TRAILS THAT ARE SEPARATE FROM STREETS.

CLEAN THE ONES WE ALREADY HAVE OF OVERHEAD BRANCHES SO SOMEONE CAN ACTUALLY 
RIDE ON THEM.  LIKE THE ONE FROM HOUNDSLAKE UP TOWARD MILBROOK.

MORE SIDEWALKS AND LIGHTING, PARTICULARLY DOWN HAMPTON AVE.  AND VAUCLUSE RD.

MANY ROAD INTERSECTIONS HAVE TOO MUCH VEGETATION BLOCKING VIEWS OF THE CROSSING 
ROADS AND IN MANY CASES EVEN BLOCK THE SIGNS. WE HAVE LIVED IN A NUMBER OF PLACES 
AND THIS CITY IS THE WORST FOR VEGETATION AT INTERSECTIONS.

PUT IN SIDEWALKS AND BIKE PATHS ALONG WHISKEY ROAD ON THE SOUTHSIDE.

BETTER STREET LIGHTING ON SOUTH SIDE AROUND DOUGHERTY ROAD AND THE MALL AREA.
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SOMEONE NEEDS TO ADDRESS TO CONSTANT ACCIDENTS ON WHISKEY ROAD. WHERE IT APPEARS 
TO BE A WEEKLY EVENT TO TAKE DOWN THE BRICK WALL.

TRAILS BUILT OFF ROADWAY FOR BIKE AND WALKING CONNECTING USC AIKEN TO DOWNTOWN
BIKE PATHS (NEW AND RESTORED) WOULD BE NICE.

RED LIGHT CAMERAS AT THE DOWNTOWN CROSSWALKS AND IN-FORCED SPEEDING VIOLATIONS.  
I WAS HIT/BUMPED BY A DISTRACTED DRIVER WHILE CROSSING LAURENS STREET IN A CROSSWALK.  

IMPROVED PAVEMENT MARKINGS ARE A MUST FOR PEDESTRIANS AS WELL AS MOTORISTS.

MORE MONITORING OF SPEED LIMITS AND EXISTING PEDESTRIAN CROSSWAYS. SLOW ALL SPEED 
LIMITS IN TOWN.

FOR HEAVENS SAKE, PAINTING A BICYCLE ON A PAVEMENT ON A TWO-LANE ROAD DOES NOT 
MAKE A BIKE LANE.  THEY ARE SCARY AS A BIKER AND AS A MOTORIST!  MAKE REAL BIKE LANES...GO 
TO CITIES IN OUR STATE OR CHARLOTTE, RALEIGH/DURHAM....LOOK WHAT THEY HAVE CREATED!

USE SAFETY OFFICERS ON FOOT & HORSEBACK TO ENFORCE THE RULES. POST ON SOCIAL MEDIA, 
INCLUDING THE NEWSPAPER OF CHANGES AND INCIDENTS. WE CERTAINLY DON’T NEED MORE 
SIGNAGE TO CLUTTER UP THE VIEWS. PEOPLE NEED TO RELEARN THAT THEY ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR 
THEMSELVES.

MORE POLICING OF DANGEROUS DRIVERS. THE CITY WOULD MAKE A FORTUNE IF RED-LIGHT 
RUNNERS WERE TICKETED. USE CAMERAS!

MOTORISTS HAVE NO OR LITTLE RESPECT FOR PEDESTRIANS, TRAFFIC LAWS MUST BE ENFORCED.

FOR HEAVEN’S SAKE PLEASE HELP RESOLVE THE ISSUE OF THE ROND POINT WALL.  THE EATON’S 
AND THE PUBLIC SAFETY DESERVE BETTER.  CLEARLY THERE ARE OLD FASHIONED AND NEW 
TECHNOLOGIES THAT CAN HELP.  THE APPEARANCE IS THAT THE CITY DOESN’T SEEM TO CARE.

I FEEL LIKE IT IS TOO DANGEROUS TO BICYCLE IN AND OUT OF THE CITY. I’M NOT SURE ANY OF THE 
ABOVE WOULD MAKE MUCH OF A DIFFERENCE. UNTIL PEOPLE BELIEVE THAT THERE ARE LEGAL 
CONSEQUENCES, I’M NOT SURE ANY OF THE ABOVE WILL REALLY MAKE THINGS SAFER.

ALLOW BIKES ON SIDEWALKS (E.G. WHISKEY RD) WITH RULES TO PROTECT PEDESTRIANS.

PROVIDE CONNECTED BIKE LANES THROUGHOUT CITY BUT NOT ON MOST HEAVILY TRAFFICKED 
ROADS AND PERHAPS IN SOME PARKWAYS.

DON’T PUT MORE BIKES /PEDAL ON THE ROADS. DEDICATED BIKE PATHS ONLY….

PROVIDE DEDICATED PATHS FOR BIKE AND PEDESTRIAN TRAFFIC WITH NO INTERSECTION WITH 
CARS.

MAKE A SPACE LIKE THE GREENWAY. THIS IS ANOTHER REASON WE ARE MOVING TO NORTH 
AUGUSTA.

TRYING TO ACCOMMODATE ALL IS NOT GOOD FOR ALL AIKEN RESIDENTS.

MULTIUSE WIDE SIDEWALKS/BIKETRAILS.

ENFORCE REGULATIONS ALREADY ON THE BOOKS, DON’T ANYMORE UNTIL ALL ARE ENFORCED.
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KEEP THE BIKE PATHS OUT OF AREAS WHERE THERE ARE MULTIPLE DRIVEWAY CUTS AND THE NEED 
FOR DRIVERS TO CROSS THE PATH.  PREVIOUS BIKE LANES IGNORED DOWNTOWN RESIDENTS AND 
WERE JUST AN EXPENSIVE FIASCO.  BIKE LANES SHOULD FOLLOW THE FEDERAL GUIDELINES.

BIKE LANES.

BIKE OR WALKING PATHS/SIDEWALKS ON STREETS OTHER THAN THE MAIN ARTERIES. AS AN EXAMPLE, 
TWO NOTCH GETS MORE PEDESTRIANS AND BIKERS THAN WHISKEY.

NONE OF THE OPTIONS LISTED ABOVE SHOULD BE CONSIDERED. THE ROADS ARE WAY TOO BUSY 
OR TOO SMALL TO BE MIXING IN PEDESTRIANS AND CYCLISTS.
MORE SIDEWALKS.

BIKE LINES.

SPEED BUMPS TO SLOW TRAFFIC IN BUSY OR AWKWARD AREAS.

INCREASED LAW ENFORCEMENT OF CURRENT TRAFFIC LAWS ALREADY IN PLACE.

WE HAVE TOO MUCH SIGNAGE NOW!  BIKE AND PEDESTRIAN TRAFFIC SHOULD BE RESPONSIBLE 
FOR THEIR OWN SAFETY.

DEDICATED BIKE/RUNNING/WALKING PATHS OF SUFFICIENT DENSITY TO GET AROUND TOWN  
WITHOUT FACING VEHICLE HAZARDS.

BIKE LANES AND ADEQUATE SHOULDERS ON ROADS.

NONE ARE NEEDED.

SIMPLY HAVING SIDEWALKS AND PAVED PATHS NEXT TO ROADWAYS WOULD BE A GREAT START. 
OFTEN SEE PEOPLE WALKING ON THE SHOULDER ON POWDERHOUSE RD NEAR BRUCE’S FIELD. SO 
VERY DANGEROUS.

TURN RAILROAD INTO A NORTH AUGUSTA GREENWAY TYPE USE.

STRONGER EDUCATION AND ENFORCEMENT FOR CYCLISTS WHO IGNORE TRAFFIC SIGNALS 
AND ROAD SIGNAGE.  BICYCLES ARE VEHICLES ON ROADWAYS AND SHOULD BE TREATED LIKE 
VEHICLES, NOT PEDESTRIANS.

REQUIRE SIDEWALKS BE KEPT CLEAN OF PILES OF YARD DEBRIS, DON’T ALLOW YARDS AND PINE 
STRAW TO GROW ONTO THE SIDEWALK LEAVING LESS THAN HALF TO WALK ON AND BIKE LANES 
NOT BE FILLED WITH YARD DEBRIS FOR PICKUP.

MORE SIDEWALKS.

AIKEN INFRASTRUCTURE IS NOT BIKE FRIENDLY.  I THINK WE SHOULD USE OUR RESOURCES FOR 
PEDESTRIAN AND CAR SAFETY. THE ROADS ARE NOT WIDE ENOUGH FOR BIKES AND BIKES ARE A 
HAZARD FOR BIKE RIDERS AND DRIVERS.

BIKES SHOULD NOT BE ALLOWED ON MAJOR, BUSY STREETS.  WE HAVE A LOT OF ELDERLY RESIDENTS 
DRIVING.  NOT A WISE COMBINATION.  I WOULD RATHER ERROR ON CAUTION.

THE ‘BIKE LANES’ IN ROADWAYS ARE A JOKE. REPLACE WITH DEDICATED PAVED PATHS. 
THROUGHOUT THE COUNTY.
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SEPARATE BIKE PATHS.

BEFORE ANY OF THE ITEMS LISTED, BIKEWAYS NEEDS TO BE DEVELOPED.

THE “BIKE LANE” PAINTED INTO THE MIDDLE OF THE RIGHT LANE OF TRAFFIC IS A JOKE AT BEST AND 
DANGEROUS AT WORST. IF THEY WANT TO MAKE IT PEDESTRIAN AND BIKING FRIENDLY, THEN WE 
NEED A SHOULDER TO THE ROAD AND DEDICATED BIKE LANE TO MAKE IT SAFE.

SIDEWALKS & BIKE LANES OR SEPARATE ROADS FOR NON-MOTORIZED TRAVEL.

LET’S START WITH HAVING REAL BIKE/WALKING PATHS AND PUT THE SIGNAGE ON THOSE.

ENFORCE NOT ENABLE DRIVER’S ERRATIC BEHAVIOR.

CREATE BIKE PATHS IN THE DOWNTOWN AREA TO SUPPORT TRANSPORTATION AND RECREATION 
BY BIKE.  DEDICATED PATHS, BUFFERED BIKE LANES AND BIKE PARKING.

TRYING TO CYCLE AROUND AIKEN IS ASKING FOR DEATH. THE SHEER NUMBER OF AGGRESSIVE 
PICKUP TRUCKS DRIVING THRU TOWN, BLOWING THRU RED LIGHTS MEANS YOU ARE VERY LIKELY 
TO GET HIT. “BIKE LANES” = SINGLE WHITE PAINTED LINE ON HAYNE ARE A JOKE.

ON CITY STREETS, BICYCLISTS NEED THEIR OWN LANE, PREFERABLY WITH SOME BUFFER BETWEEN 
CAR LANE AND BIKE LANE.  HARD TO DO IN SC WHERE ROADS ARE ALREADY VERY NARROW, 
LITTLE TO NO SHOULDER.  SO-CALLED BIKE LANE ON SILVERBLUFF IS DANGEROUS.

ENFORCEMENT OF CURRENT TRAFFIC LAWS IS CURRENTLY VERY LIMITED.

IF WE ARE TO ENCOURAGE BIKE ACCESS TO MAJOR THOROUGHFARES WE WILL BE FORCED TO 
WIDEN THOSE VENUES FOR SAFE ACCESS OF BOTH BIKES AND AUTOS.

MORE SIDEWALKS ON THE NORTHSIDE SIDE.

CITY NEEDS MORE WRONG WAY SIGNS. PEOPLE NOT FAMILIAR WITH ONE-WAY-ROADS ARE 
CONFUSED WITH DOWNTOWN STREETS. IF YOU ARE GOING WRONG WAY ON STREET YOU DON’T 
HAVE STOP LIGHT OR ANY SIGNS.

DEVELOP DEDICATED BIKE PATHS/ROUTES.

CONNECTIONS BETWEEN BIKE AND PED. AREAS.

SIDEWALKS!

MORE BIKE FRIENDLY.

MORE TRAILS, BIKE LANES.

MORE SIDEWALKS ALONG ROADS FOR BIKERS.

NO PILOT PROGRAMS TO TEST DEDICATED BIKE AND PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGS. GREENWAY IS AN 
INTERESTING CONCEPT.

NO BIKE LANES.

MORE SIDEWALKS IN RESIDENTIAL AREAS - ONES CONSIDERED MORE RURAL AND LEAST POPULATED.
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MORE SIDEWALKS, LONGER SIDEWALKS.

BIKE LANES. ALSO, THE ONLY PART OF AIKEN THAT IS EASILY TRAVELED WITHOUT A CAR IS 
DOWNTOWN.

EXTEND AND LINK EXISTING BIKE PATHS WHEN OFF THE PARKWAY. FOR EXAMPLE, BANKS MILL AND 
POWDERHOUSE ARE DIFFICULT FOR SAFE BICYCLE USE.

EDUCATION/OUTREACH TO PROMOTE THE USE OF EXISTING INFRASTRUCTURE AND FUTURE 
INFRASTRUCTURE.
ADD OR WIDEN SIDEWALKS ON ALL THE STREETS WHICH ARE CONNECTED TO THE PARKS, GREEN 
AREAS. OR FACILITIES. ADD OVERPASS TO BUSY STREETS.
STOP CARS FROM PARKING ON SIDEWALKS.

GREENWAY COMMENTS
IF THERE ARE BIKE OR SCOOTER RENTALS THEN STRONG REGULATIONS NEED TO BE IN PLACE TO 
ENSURE THEY DON’T CLUTTER TRAILS OR SIDEWALKS.

KEEP IT SIMPLE: WE’RE NOT GREENVILLE, WITH ALL OF THE BMW MONEY!

MAKING DOWNTOWN BIKE FRIENDLY ALONG THE PARKWAYS SEEMS LIKE LOW HANGING FRUIT. A 
PARK AND RIDE AREA WOULD HELP PROMOTE THAT EFFORT. 

THE CITY NEEDS CROSSWALKS DOWNTOWN AND ACROSS RICHLAND AT STRATEGIC LOCATIONS 
- DIVIDES DOWNTOWN.

BIKING CAN BE DANGEROUS ON AIKEN ROADS NOW AND PLEASE FIX THE POTHOLES!

LIGHT RAIL TRAIN/TRAM SYSTEM (ELECTRIC).

I WOULD LIKE TO SEE A WORKING TAXI SERVICE, TRAM OR SHUTTLE, UBER, LIFT.  THERE’S NO 
ALTERNATIVE TRANSPORTATION.  WOULD LOVE TO SEE A WORKING AIRPORT IN AIKEN, AND 
WOULD LOVE A PASSENGER TRAIN USING OUR TRACKS.

THIS WOULD BE GREAT! GETTING PEOPLE OUT OF THEIR CARS AND HOUSES IS BETTER FOR OUR 
PERSONAL AND COMMUNITY HEALTH. ANY CHANCE WE CAN GET A SMALL PLAYGROUND 
DOWNTOWN IN THE ALLEY? MAYBE A FEW OF THE SPINY OR FREE PLAY DEVICES?

EQUESTRIAN TRAILS FOR SURE.

WE WOULD LOVE THIS!

THE CITY IS LACKING SAFE BIKE TRAILS OR DEDICATE BIKE LANES ON STREETS. IT IS VERY SCARY TO 
RIDE A BIKE IN THE CITY.

BIKE RENTALS DOWNTOWN WOULD BE TOO MUCH, THERE’S TOO MUCH TRAFFIC AND THE 
COMBINATION OF BIKES AND CARS DOESN’T SEEM SAFE. BIKE RENTALS AT GREENWAY WOULD BE 
A GOOD IDEA.

RENTALS AT THE TRAIL HEAD CAN BE CHAOTIC. CREATE PARKING AREA FOR FOLKS TO BRING 
THEIR OWN BIKES.
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PLANTING OF NATIVE TREES, SHRUBS, GRASSES ALONG THE GREENWAY TO REDUCE LONG TERM 
MAINTENANCE REQUIREMENTS.

THERE NEEDS TO BE DEDICATED BICYCLE LANES THAT HAVE ENOUGH ROOM FOR BOTH VEHICLES 
AND BICYCLISTS TO SHARE THE ROAD. BY THAT, I MEAN, DON’T JUST PAINT A BICYCLE LANE IN AN 
EXISTING ROAD THAT WASN’T MEANT TO CARRY BOTH MODES OF TRANSPORTATION.

NEEDS TO HAVE 911 SAFETY STATIONS. IT WAS A HUGE MISTAKE TO REMOVE THE ONES FROM 
ODELL WEEKS.
SECURITY CHECKPOINT CALL BOXES WOULD BE A NEEDED OPTION.

I LIKE THE IDEA BUT THERE ARE SERIOUS OTHER PRESSING NEEDS. THIS NEEDS TO BE WAY DOWN ON 
THE LIST. NOT NEAR THE TOP. YES THE “NORTH SIDE” NEEDS IMPROVEMENTS BUT SPENDING TONS 
OF MONEY ON A GREENWAY WHERE POLICE PRESENCE IS LIMITED IS NOT SMART.
NOT SURE WHERE IT WOULD FIT WITHOUT CAUSING PROBLEMS IN CITY LIMITS.

A GREENWAY SYSTEM WOULD BE GREAT, BUT GENERATIONS TO BRUNSWICK AS A BIG FOCUS? IT’S 
WAY OUT THERE - JUST SOUNDS LIKE A PLOT TO BUILD OUT SPRAWL-STYLE LIKE EVERYWHERE, USA.

ONLY CLOSE TO TOWN.

PLEASE PLEASE PLEASE MAKE THIS A PRIORITY. ALL MAJOR ADJACENT TOWNS ARE SO FAR AHEAD 
IN THIS REGARD AIKEN SHOULD BE ASHAMED. IN TOWN NOT OUT NEAR SHAWN’S CREEK, THAT IS 
POINTLESS
GREENWAY SIMILAR TO NORTH AUGUSTA FOR WALKING & CYCLING.

AS A RUNNER FOR THE GREENWAY, BIKES AND SCOOTERS DONT RESPECT WALKERS OR RUNNERS. 
THERE WOULD DEF NEED TO BE A SYSTEM.

CONTROL MOTOR VEHICLE TRAFFIC VOLUME FIRST. GET LAW ENFORCEMENT TO PERFORM 
RANDOM CHECKS. THE SPEEDING, PASSING, DANGEROUS AND AGGRESSIVE DRIVING I SEE DAILY 
TERRIFIES ME.  I’VE BEEN CHASED AND TAILGATED BY DRIVERS THAT I HONKED AT !!

CREATING A DIRT (CROSS-COUNTRY RUNNING / MOUNTAIN BIKING) AND A CONCRETE / ASPHALT 
PATH (WALKING / BIKING) WOULD BOTH BE BENEFICIAL IN THEIR OWN RIGHT. 4 WHEELED VEHICLES 
SHOULD NOT BE ALLOWED, BUT THE CONCRETE COULD BE USED FOR CITY OR EMERGENCY 
VEHICLES.

AS A MOM, I GO TO ODELL WEEKS WITH MY CHILD WEEKLY. ON WEEKENDS, WE WILL MAKE THE 
DRIVE TO N.A. TO THE GREENWAY. IT WOULD BE NICE TO HAVE GREENWAY SPACE CLOSER TO 
AIKEN FOR STROLLER RIDES, BIKE RIDES ETC.

NOT A FAN OF ELECTRIC VEHICLES ON BIKE PATHS.

AGAIN, THIS IS NOT MY AREA OF EXPERTISE, I WOULD LIKE TO SEE THE CITY PRESERVE GREENSPACE. 
GREENVILLE HAS DONE AN OUTSTANDING JOB.

PLEASE, PLEASE GET THIS DONE.

PERSONAL SAFETY SHOULD BE A PRIORITY, WITH ADEQUATE LIGHTING AND EMERGENCY CALL 
BOXES AT REGULAR INTERVALS ALONG PAVED PORTIONS OF THE TRAILS.

PLEASE DON’T DO SCOOTERS. I CAME FROM A CITY THAT HAD SCOOTER RENTALS AND IT WAS A 
DISASTER. YOU WOULD FIND SCOOTERS LAYING EVERYWHERE, THEY WOULD EVEN BE IN TREES. IF 
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ANYONE CARES ABOUT AIKEN, THEY WILL NOT ALLOW SCOOTER RENTALS.

NO SCOOTERS - THOSE TRASH THE LANDSCAPE AND PROMOTE BAD BEHAVIOR. I DON’T KNOW 
THE GENERATIONS PARK AND THE BRUNSWICK TRACT AT SHAW’S CREEK RESERVOIR - WE NEED 
THINGS DOWNTOWN AND CONNECTING USCA TO EVERYTHING. USCA IS A REMOTE ISLAND.

SHOULD CONNECT USC AIKEN TO HITCHCOCK WOODS AND DOWNTOWN.

NO ELECTRIC VEHICLES OF ANY TYPE SHOULD BE ON THE GREENWAY.  BIKE/PED ONLY.

BIKE/WALKING TRAILS HAVE BENEFITS AS RECREATION AND, FOR SOME, TRANSPORTATION WHEN 
YOU DON’T HAVE A CAR.  A SUCCESS STORY IS THE HUDSON VALLEY RAIL TRAIL. YEARS IN THE 
MAKING IT IS NOW A DESTINATION. LOCALLY, I HAVE TO DRIVE TO N AUGUSTA.

YES, THIS WILL BUILD REVENUE FOR THE COMMUNITIES.

BIKES ARE GOOD FOR VISITORS BUT A HAZARD FOR RESIDENTS. NO MORE BIKES.

IF YOU DECIDE TO PAINT THE BIKE WAYS (INSTEAD OF BUILDING DEDICATED PATHWAYS) MAKE 
SURE THAT THE PAINTED BIKEWAYS ARE CONTINUOUS. I HAVE SEEN WAY TO MANY BIKE TRAILS 
MARKED THAT COME TO A SUDDEN END. THINK/PLAN IT THROUGH CAREFULLY.

OUR ATTRACTIONS ARE KIND OF SPREAD OUT. PERHAPS A LOW COST, SCHEDULED SHUTTLE SYSTEM 
COULD BE INSTITUTED.

I JUST DON’T SEE A NEED NOW (LATER THOUGH). SEEMS LIKE THIS WOULD BE MONEY WASTED. IT 
WILL ALSO MEAN MONEY SPENT ON BIKE PATH REPAIRS SOON. THE CITY HAS SO MUCH EXPENSE 
NOW AND PRIORITIES MUCH MORE IMPORTANT.

NO MOTORIZED VEHICLES, EVER.

NOT UNTIL EVERYONE IS FAMILIAR WITH PEDESTRIANS AND CYCLES AND THE RULES OF THE ROAD. 
EX:  BIKE RENTALS RIDING ON THE SIDEWALK WOULD BE A NIGHTMARE.

I THINK WE NEED A SAFE, EASY WAY TO TAKE IN NATURE AND GET FRESH AIR.

WE NEED BUSES FOR POOR RESIDENTS TO GET TO WORK AND SCHOOL.

WE DO NOT NEED BIKE OR SCOOTER RENTALS.

SCOOTER RENTALS IS A GREAT IDEA. ESPECIALLY WITH EXPANDED AREAS TO TRAVEL IN DOWNTOWN.  
IT WOULD INCREASE TRAFFIC TO LOCAL DOWNTOWN BUSINESSES AND PROMOTE TOURISM.

KEEP RURAL AREAS FURTHER OUT NATURAL HIKING/BIKING. GENERATIONS CAN BE THE BRIGHT 
SHINEY HUB WHERE ACTIVITIES/EDUCATION OCCURES. WE NEED TO MAINTAIN COUNTRY SPACE 
PEACEFUL. 

REASON WHY PEOPLE DO NOT WANT TO LIVE IN CITY/SUBURBAN.

ONLY IF IT WERE 100% PRIVATELY OWNER AND OPERATED RENTALS.

WE DO NEED A DEDICATED TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM.  THERE ARE NO TAXI, NO UBER, NO LIFT.
AGAIN OUR INFRASTRUCTURE DOES NOT SUPPORT OUR GROWTH AND TRAFFIC.  THIS SHOULD 
BE OUR PRIMARY CONCERN. BECAUSE OF THE TRAFFIC DIFFICULTIES THE PEOPLE OF AIKEN ARE 
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BECOMING MORE AGGRESSIVE WHICH WE DO NOT NEED OR WANT.

DO LIKE WHAT COLUMBIA IS DOING WITH CONGAREE AND THEIR GREENWAY. IT’S AWESOME 
AND THEY ARE EXPANDING. Y’ALL COULD GET IDEAS FROM THEM.

LET’S WORK ON INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS AND BEAUTIFICATION, THAT’S WHAT WILL STAND 
OUT WITH THE PUBLIC.

IT SEEMS AIKEN IS PHASING OUT THE HORSES? I SEE NOTHING ABOUT THE EQUESTRIAN COMMUNITY 
IN THESE QUESTIONS. IT’S VERY CONCERNING SINCE MOST OF US MOVED HERE FOR THE FARM 
AND SMALL TOWN FEEL. THE EQUESTRIAN COMMUNITY BRINGS IN A HUGE REVENUE.

IT’S THE ONE THING AIKEN IS MISSING THAT MANY CITIES ALREADY HAVE. SHADED PATHS WORK 
BEST.
SAFE, CONNECTED AND PURPOSEFUL BIKE TRAILS/PATHS ARE A HUGE DRAW FOR THE YOUNGER 
DEMOGRAPHIC PLUS CUT DOWN ON OUR VERY UNHEALTHY CAR DEPENDANCY.

AIKEN COULD BE SO WALKABLE/BIKEABLE!! IT IS FLAT AND DOWNTOWN IS NOT BIG. BUT IT IS 
FRANKLY DANGEROUS TO WALK OR BIKE ALONGSIDE SOME OF THE THROUGHWAY STREETS. THERE 
IS NO SHOULDER AND CARS ARE NOT CAREFUL.

I THINK THAT GREENVILLE HAS DONE A FANTASTIC JOB IN THIS AREA - I KNOW WE AREN’T AS BIG, 
BUT AIKEN HAS THE POTENTIAL TO DEVELOP IN A PEDESTRIAN FRIENDLY WAY.

THERE’S ROOM ON MOST DOWNTOWN STREETS TO ADD BIKE PATHS. MAKE MOST DOWNTOWN 
STREETS ONE LANE.  THIS WOULD ENABLE THE ADDITION OF BIKE LANES, ENHANCE PARKING FOR 
LARGER PICKUPS WHILE CALMING TRAFFIC AND ALLOWING FOR SAFER DOWNTOWN STREETS.

I’VE SEEN CITIES WITH BIKE/SCOOTER RENTALS WHERE PEOPLE JUST LEAVE THEM LAYING ALL OVER 
TOWN.

THE CITY NEEDS TO REPAIR/REPLACE WATER LINES, WATER QUALITY,  SEWER LINES AND STORMWATER 
DRAIN SYSTEM BEFORE SPENDING MONEY ON A GREENWAY.

THIS IS A GREAT IDEA, BUT THE CITY NEEDS TO IMPROVE/REPAIR ITS INFRASTRUCTURE SYSTEM FIRST. 
[WATER, SEWER AND STORM WATER].

SCOOTER DOWNTOWN AND ON CAMPUS WOULD BE ICONIC.

NOT REALLY NEEDED, BUT COULD BE USEFUL FOR THE COMMUNITY.

MAKING AIKEN MORE ACCESSIBLE VIA BIKE AND/OR FOOT IS A PRESSING NEED FOR BOTH 
ECONOMIC AND ENVIRONMENTAL REASONS. ALSO, A MORE ACCESSIBLE CITY WOULD BOOST 
ECONOMIC GROWTH.

SHOULD BE ON CAMPUS AS WELL.

IF YALL DO THIS I FEEL IT WOULD DRAW MORE PEOPLE TO AIKEN AND EVEN LIVE HERE

AGENDA ITEM #(3)

(3) First Reading of an Ordinance to Adopt Updates to the Comprehensive ... Page 417 of 565



|   CITY OF AIKEN338 DRAFT

APPENDIX C -  2020 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE SURVEY RESPONSES

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION COMMENTS
PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION IS ONE OF THE BIGGEST PROBLEMS FACING THE CITY. WE NEED LARGER 
SERVICE AREA AND MORE PICK-UP TIMES.  MORE STOPS IS A SECOND TIER PROBLEM.  GET 
TOGETHER WITH THE COUNTY AND LSCOG AND EXPAND BFE -- EXTENSIVELY!

TOO MANY POTHOLES AND NOT ENOUGH SAFE SIDEWALKS!

I DON’T KNOW ANYONE THAT USES PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION BECAUSE IT IS SEVERELY LACKING. 
THERE ARE SEGMENTS OF OUR POPULATION THAT WOULD BENEFIT BY ESTABLISHING MORE PUBLIC 
TRANSPORTATION.

NICE IDEA BUT MY FAMILY HAS COME TO VISIT SEVERAL TIMES. THEY LIVE IN A SMALL HISTORIC 
TOWN THAT ATTRACTS A LOT OF TOURISTS. THEY COMMENT ON THE LONG GRASS AND WEEDS 
NEAR SIDEWALKS GREEN SPACE, LACK OF BEAUTIFICATION IE FLOWER BASKETS. CLEAN UP 
DOWNTOWN 1ST!

THEY DON’T REALLY EXIST. SHOULD GO FROM DOWNTOWN TO SOUTH SIDE.

THE TRASH/LITTER ISSUE IN AIKEN IS STAGGERING. THIS NEEDS TO BE ADDRESSED IMMEDIATELY AND 
CONSTANTLY.

DIDN’T EVEN KNOW THE CITY HAD PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION.

I THINK IF WE HAVE SUFFICIENT PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION IT IS NOT PUBLICIZED ENOUGH, BECAUSE 
I WOULD MAKE USE OF IT ON OCCASION, BUT HAVE NO KNOWLEDGE OF ANYTHING BEING 
AVAILABLE FOR ANYONE, ONLY SENIORS.
EXISTING CITY INFRASTRUCTURE SHOULD BE UPDATED AND MAINTAINED BEFORE MORE MONEY IS 
PUT ON EXPANDING CITY INFRASTRUCTURE.

MAKE IMPROVEMENTS AND SAFETY UPGRADES FOR DRIVERS ON ROADS BEFORE WORRYING 
ABOUT PUBLIC TRANSIT NONSENSE.

LEVEL OF IMPORTANCE…WHISKEY RD, DRAINAGE, FAMILY ACTIVITIES, GREEN SPACES (TAKE A 
NOTE FROM NA), PUSHING FOR BUSINESSES OUTSIDE OF A MILE STRETCH OF ROADWAY. STOP 
APPROVING DOLLAR STORES BREEDS NONSENSE.

DO WE EVEN HAVE A PUBLIC TRANSPORT SYSTEM? WE NEED ONE.

RIDE-SHARING SERVICES (LYFT, UBER) ARE PROBABLY MORE DESIRABLE TO A LARGE SEGMENT OF 
AIKEN’S POPULATION THAN PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION. THESE SERVICES ARE NEARLY NON-EXISTENT 
IN AIKEN FOR MOST OF THE YEAR.

LEAVE IT ALONE. WHY ARE YOU SO INSISTENT ON CHANGING THINGS THAT ARE ALREADY 
ADEQUATE. STOP!!!

THIS AIKEN. STOP TRYING TO TURN US INTO AUGUSTA!

LEAVE THE DOWN TOWN HISTORIC!!

ENTERING AIKEN DOWN RICHLAND AVE FROM J. DAVIS HWY IS AN EYESORE, A HIGHWAY WITH 
A SHABBY HOTEL, MASSIVE PARKING LOT/STRIP MALL & FAST FOOD JOINTS - IT GIVES A TERRIBLE 
IMPRESSION. MAKE THAT FOOD LION MALL AN ATTRACTIVE GATHERING SPACE, SLOW THE TRAFFIC.
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NOT MUCH PUBLICIZED ABOUT WHAT IS AVAILABLE.

THE AIKEN MALL DEVELOPMENT PROJECT IS TAKING WAY TO LONG.  IT IS AN EYESORE.  FEELS 
LIKE THE INITIAL PLAN IS DELAYED OR CANCELED.  THE RESIDENTS OF AIKEN DESERVE REGULAR 
UPDATES WITH CLEAR TIMELINES.

START WITH GETTING THE STOPLIGHTS TO FLOW ON MAIN ARTERIES SO IT DOESN’T TAKE 20 MINUTES 
TO GET ACROSS A SMALL TOWN. THEN, WE CAN GET FANCY AFTER THAT.

BIKES, BIKES, BIKES. AIKEN IS A YEAR ROUND BIKE LOCATION, THIS HAS BEEN HOBBLED BY THE 
HORSE COMMUNITY LONG ENOUGH!

IF YOU WANT A HEALTHY COMMUNITY THIS IS BY FAR THE BEST PLACE TO PUT $$$ FOR THE BEST 
RETURN ON THE DOLLAR. AIKEN LIKES BIKES IN 1890S!”

NO TAXI SERVICE.

IT TAKES AN EDUCATION PLAN TO IMPROVE ACCEPTANCE OF BICYCLE USE. WE CAN USE OUR 
ACCEPTANCE OF HORSES TO MARKET OURSELVES AS A SLOW TRAFFIC TOWN, WITH SIGNS 
SHOWING HORSES, BICYCLES WALKERS, AND DOGS AND CARS. ENJOY THE RIDE, IT’S BETTER 
WHEN YOU GO SLOW.

GREENWAY SIMILAR TO NORTH AUGUSTA FOR WALKING & CYCLING.

I AM NOT AWARE OF ANY PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION IN AIKEN.

WE HAVE NO PUBLIC TRANSPORT SYSTEM HERE. WITH A LARGE RETIREMENT POPULATION AS WELL 
AS LOW INCOME PEOPLE WHO LACK RELIABLE CARS WE NEED ONE. WITHOUT A CAR ONE CAN’T 
GET ANYWHERE. NO UBERS EITHER AND FEW CABS. A CRITICAL NEED.
TRAIN SERVICE TO ATLANTA, COLUMBIA, CHARLESTON, ETC.

NO MORE BAND-AID PROJECTS! THE WHISKEY RD CORRIDOR MUST BE FIXED DO NOT LET IT 
BECOME THE PROBLEM OF THE NEXT GENERATION. OUR CITY WILL ONLY GET BIGGER IN THE NEXT 
TEN YEARS. IT’S TIME TO GET AHEAD OF THIS! INFRASTRUCTURE IS THE BIGGEST ISSUE THE CITY IS 
FACING.

WE DO NOT HAVE PUBLIC TRANSPO - DONT KNOW WHY YOU ARE ACTING LIKE WE DO. IT IS 
SHAMEFUL!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
COMPLETELY DISCRIMINATORY. WHAT IF YOU HAVE A DISABILITY? NO CAR? GOOD LUCK - THE 
CITY DOES NOT CARE ABOUT PUBLIC TRANSPO. PLEASE PROVE ME WRONG.

THE BEAUTIFICATION PROJECTS OF PLANTING TREES IN THE MEDIANS IS NOT ONLY A WASTE OF TAX 
PAYER MONEY BUT SAFETY HAZARDS BLOCKING VISIBILITY WHEN TURNING.  THERE ARE SO MANY 
ROADS THAT NEED PAVING AND REPAIRING BEFORE WASTING TAX PAYER FUNDS ON THIS.

WHISKEY ROAD HEADED THROUGH DOWNTOWN GETS VERY BACKED UP LATELY - I FEEL LIKE 
SOMEONE NEEDS TO BEGIN TO WATCH THE TRAFFIC FLOW AND EVALUATE FOR IMMEDIATE FUTURE 
ROUTES BEFORE IT BECOMES A TRUE ISSUE.

WHISKY IS A MESS MAINLY BECAUSE  THE PLANNING SEEMS TO BE FOCUSED ON HOW MANY FAST 
FOOD DRIVE THRU’S CAN BE HOSTED.  THE ROADWAY LACKS SERVICE ROADS TO HANDLE THIS 
TRAFFIC. OTHER CITES WE HAVE LIVED IN USE SERVICE ROADS IN PARALLEL TO THE MAIN ROAD.

IF THE CITY DOES ENHANCE THE PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM, ELECTRIC VEHICLES WOULD BE 

AGENDA ITEM #(3)

(3) First Reading of an Ordinance to Adopt Updates to the Comprehensive ... Page 419 of 565



|   CITY OF AIKEN340 DRAFT

APPENDIX C -  2020 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE SURVEY RESPONSES

PREFERABLE.

DON’T KNOW OF ANY SERVICES THAT ARE AVAILABLE.

WHAT’S WRONG WITH PRIVATE BUSINESSES TAKING CARE OF THIS? COULD CREATE SMALL 
BUSINESSES. BRING BACK TAXIS AND SMALL BUSES. MAYBE SECOND JOBS FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT?

THE ROADS PARTICULARLY WHISKEY ARE DANGEROUS FOR MOTORISTS FORGET ABOUT 
PEDESTRIANS AND CYCLISTS. A DAY DOESNT GO BY WHERE THERE AREN’T MULTIPLE ACCIDENTS 
DOWNTOWN. AN EFFORT SHOULD BE MADE TO CLEAN UP THE CITY ROADS AS THEY ARE BEFORE 
BUILDING NEW...

YOU USUALLY CAN NOT GET AN UBER IN AIKEN.

PROBLEM WITH PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM IS THAT IT DOESN’T EXIST.

PEOPLE RUNNING RED LIGHTS IS A HUGE ISSUE. THE RED LIGHT CAMERAS SHOULD BE AT EVERY 
INTERSECTION AND SHOULD WORK. ALSO, NEED BETTER SIDE ROADS OFF OF WHISKEY ROAD TO 
TAKE SOME OF THE TRAFFIC PRESSURE OFF OF WHISKEY ROAD.

THANK YOU FOR THE SURVEY. OFTEN FEELS LIKE WE HAVE NO VOICE IF WE DO NOT ATTEND A 
MEETING!

NEED MORE RESTAURANTS AND STORE OFF OF 1-20 EXIT 22.

THANK YOU FOR DOING THIS SURVEY.

DOES AIKEN EVEN HAVE ANY SORT OF PUBLIC TRANSPORT ? IF THEY DO, I’VE NOT SEEN ANY 
EVIDENCE OF IT IN MY 15 YEARS LIVING HERE.  SOME FORM OF PUBLIC TRANSPORT WOULD 
CERTAINLY BENEFIT THOSE WHO CAN’T AFFORD THEIR OWN AND ENABLE PEOPLE TO GET TO JOBS.

I THINK THE MAIN ISSUE IS UNFAMILIARITY WITH THE PUBLIC TRANSIT OPTIONS/ ROUTES. STOPS ARE 
NOT WELL-DEFINED.
ENTERING AIKEN IS NEVER PRETTY, NO MATTER WHICH DIRECTION YOU COME FROM.  THE BUSY, 
UGLY ROADS, THE TRASH, AND FOR EXAMPLE ON RICHLAND AVE THE CRAPPY BUSINESSES LINING 
THE ROAD ARE AN EYESORE. YOU’D NEVER KNOW IT’S A CHARMING TOWN ONCE YOU GET HERE.

TWO OF THE CITY’S MAIN ISSUES ARE AGING OR INADEQUATE INFRASTRUCTURE AND TRAFFIC 
CONTROL. UNTIL THESE ARE SOLVED, ALL OTHER DEVELOPMENTS WILL ONLY MAKE THINGS WORSE.

DOWNTOWN AIKEN HAS A CHARM THAT SHOULD BE MAINTAINED.

WHAT TRANSPORTATION SERVICE?

WHAT PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION?

NEED TO COMMUNICATE IF THERE IS A PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM.

PUBLIC TRANSPORT BRINGS A HIGHER HOMELESS POPULATION.

I DON’T EVEN KNOW IF WE HAVE PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION IN AIKEN. WE SHOULD THOUGH; AS 
I’VE SAID ELSEWHERE, NAVIGATING AIKEN REQUIRES THE USE OF A CAR.

WHAT IS THE CITY DOING TO ATTRACT BUSINESSES TO COME TO THE WEST SIDE ON BYPASS NEAR 
HOSPITAL?
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THE CITY OF AIKEN 
 

Memorandum 
 
Date: 14 Aug 2023 
To: City Council 
From: Stuart T. Bedenbaugh, City Manager 
Subject: Approval of Grant Award from the South Carolina Department of Public 

Safety. 
 
  
The Department of Public Safety was recently awarded additional funding through a 
grant from the South Carolina Department of Public Safety Office of Highway Safety and 
Justice Programs.  The additional grant funding is for $172,015 with funding for the 
period of July 1, 2023 - June 30, 2024.  The funding is to be used for a School Resource 
Officer at Chukker Creek Elementary School.  With this additional funding the total grant 
is $346,513.  The $174,498 portion of the grant was approved in the 2023-24 budget. 
  
For Council approval is a total grant award from the South Carolina Department of Public 
Safety for $346,513 for expenses for the continued funding for School Resource Officers 
at Kennedy and Schofield Middle Schools and for Chukker Creek Elementary School.   
  
  

 
Stuart T. Bedenbaugh 
City Manager 
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PUBLIC SAFETY 

TO: 

FROM: 

CC: 

DATE: 

RE: 

Public Safety 
P.O Box 1177 
Aiken South Carolina 29802 
803-642-7620 

MEMORANDUM 

Stuart Bedenbaugh, City Manager .-, 

Charles D. Barranco, Public Safety Direct{!}} 

Kym Rooks, Finance Director 

July 25, 2023 

School Resource Officer Grant 

834 Beaufort Street NE 
Aiken, South Carolina 29801 

fax: 803-293-7866 
311@cityofaikensc.gov 

Aiken Department of Public Safety has been approved for an award (SR-084-c0201 -24) in the 
amount of $346,51 3 from the South Carolina Department of Public Safety, Office of Highway Safety 
and Justice Programs. It is to be used for the continuation of the SRO positions at Kennedy and 
Schofield Middle Schools and to add a new SRO at Chukker Creek Elementary. This includes salary, 
benefits and equipment for those officers. 
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south carolina 
DEPARTMENT,if PUBLIC SAFETY 
PROTECT EDUCATE SERVE 

June 16, 2023 

Chief Charles Barranco 
Aiken Department Public Safety 
834 Beaufort Street NE 
Aiken, SC 29801-3886 

RE: State School Resource Officer Program Award No. SR-084·C0201 -24 

Office of Highway Safety 
and Justice Programs 

1031 1 WILSON BLVD 
BLYTHEWOOD. SC 29016 

Continued Funding SRO · Kennedy & Schofield Middle; New SRO • Chukker Creek Elementary 

Dear Chief Barranco: 

I am pleased to provide you with an award in the amount of $346,513 for the above-referenced project. To complete 
the contract for this award, it is necessary for you, as the Implementing Law Enforcement Agency Head, to return 
the signed award no later than August 15, 2023. 

The Office of Highway Safety and Justice Programs (OHSJP) offers awardees the option to use electronic or digital 
signatures to execute OHSJP award documents. Signed award documents may be emailed to the OHSJP at 
SRO program@, r;dps,gov. 

Copies of the Request for Payment/Quarterly Fiscal Report Forms are attached. The financial reports should be 
completed by the law enforcement agency for each calendar quarter ending date and are due 30 days after the end 
of the quarter. 

A copy of the SRO Quarterly Report Form is also attached. The SRO Quarterly Report should be completed by the 
school district for each calendar quarter ending date and is also due 30 days after the end of the quarter. 

Please contact your assigned program coordinator if you have any questions regarding this award. 

Sincerely, 

~}.;,~ 
Director 

Attachments 

c: School District Superintendent 
Official Fi le 

SCDP<; SC GOV 
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SOUTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 

OFFICE OF HIGHWAY SAFETY AND JUSTICE PROGRAMS 

POST OFFICE BOX 1993 

BLYTHEWOOD, SOUTH CAROLINA 29016 

AWARD 

Implementing Agencv: Aiken Department Public Safety 

School Djstrictfs): Aiken County School District 

Award Period: 

Amount of Award: 

07/01/2023 - 06/30/2024 

$346,513 

Date of Award : June 16, 2023 

Award Number: SR-084-C0201-24 

In accordance with the provisions of the South Carolina Appropriations Act, and on the basis of the application 

submitted, the South Carolina Department of Public Safety (SCOPS) hereby awards to the foregoing implementing 

agency state funds shown above, for the project specified in the approved application and within the purposes and 

categories authorized. 

Payment of Funds: Funds will be disbursed to the implementing agency (according to the project budget) upon 

receipt of evidence that funds have been invoiced and products received or that funds have been expended (e.g., 
invoices, contracts, itemized expenses, etc.). A copy of the grant application, which indudes the approved budget is 

available on www.scdpsgrants.com for the awardee's use in completing the request for payment forms. 

The award shall become effective, as of the date of the award, upon the return of this form to the Office of Highway 

Safety and Justice Programs {OHSJP) signed by the Implementing Law Enforcement Agency Head in the space 

provided below. This award must be accepted no later than August 15, 2023, and such quarterly and other reports 

required by the SCOPS must be submitted in accordance with the terms and conditions set forth in the application 

and the special conditions attached to the award. 

ACCEPTANCE FOR THE AWARDEE ACCEPTANCE FOR THE SCOPS 

~01 

Charles Barranco, Chief Phil Riley, Direct r 

Aiken Department Public Safety Office of Highway Safety and Justice Programs 

THIS AWARD IS SUBJECT TO THE AWARD TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
AND THE ATTACHED SPECIAL CONDITIONS. 
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THE CITY OF AIKEN 
 

Memorandum 
 
Date: 14 Aug 2023 
To: City Council 
From: Stuart T. Bedenbaugh, City Manager 
Subject: First Reading of an Ordinance to Adjust the 2023-24 Budget to Include 

Grant Funding for the School Resource Officer at Chukker Creek 
Elementary School. 

 
  
  
City Council approved acceptance of a grant for $346,513 from the South Carolina 
Department of Public Safety Office of Highway Safety and Justice Programs with the 
funding to be used for expenses for the School Resource Officers at Kennedy and 
Schofield Middle Schools and for Chukker Creek Elementary School for salary, benefits 
and equipment.   
  
A portion of the funds of the grant in the amount of $174,498 was included in the funding 
of the 2023-24 budget.  However, notification of the funding in the amount of $172,015 
was awarded after our budget was adopted.  Therefore, a budget adjustment is necessary 
to include the funds for revenue and expenses for this portion of the grant.  The budget 
would be adjusted as shown in the attached ordinance. 
  
For City Council consideration is first reading of an ordinance to amend the 2023-24 
budget to include the revenue and expenditures for the funding received from the South 
Carolina Department of Public Safety Office of Highway Safety and Justice Programs in 
the amount of $172,015 for revenue and expenses for the School Resource Officer at 
Chukker Creek Elementary School. 
  
  

 
Stuart T. Bedenbaugh 
City Manager 
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ORDINANCE NO.                
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE BUDGET OF THE CITY OF AIKEN FOR THE 
FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JULY 1, 2023, AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2024. 
 
THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AIKEN HEREBY ORDAINS: 
 
Section 1:  That the Budget of the City of Aiken for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 
2023, and ending June 30, 2024, designated as Ordinance No. 06122023A will be and 
hereby is amended so as to show expenditures and revenues for the additional funds 
received from the South Carolina Department of Public Safety for the School District 
Resource Officers as follows: 
 
      Increase 001-2130-423-10-01     Salaries     $  93,025 
      Increase 001-2130-423-56-00    Training           7,500 
      Increase 001-2130-423-57-00    Uniforms           1,200 
      Increase 001-2130-423-65-00    Specialized Dept. Supplies           470 
      Increase 001-2130-423-74-02    Vehicles                      $  54,820 
      Increase 001-2130-423-74-04    Radios     $    9,500 
      Increase 001-2130-423-74-05    Computers     $    5,500 
      Increase 001-0000-334-40-00    School Resource Officer State Grant   $172,015 
 
Section 2:  That in all other respects, except as hereby and heretofore amended, the 
Budget for the City of Aiken for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2023, and ending June 
30, 2024, shall remain in full force and effect. 
 
Section 3:  That this ordinance shall become effective upon adoption by the Council of 
the City of Aiken. 
 
Section 4:  That all Ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby 
repealed. 
 
ADOPTED by the Council of the City of Aiken at regular meeting held this       day 
of                       , 2023, at which a quorum was present and voting. 
 
 
INTRODUCTION AND FIRST READING:        August 14, 2023   
 
SECOND READING AND ADOPTION:                 
 
 
 
       _______________________________ 
       MAYOR 
 
APPROVED:      ATTEST: 
 
____________________________  _______________________________ 
CITY ATTORNEY     CITY CLERK 
 
I:\Ordinances\Budget - Amendment 2023-24-School Resource Officers Grant-Additional Funds   2023-08-14.doc 
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Meno 
To: Stuart T. Bedenbaugh, City Manager 

From: Kymberley N. Rooks, CGFO, Director of Finance 

Date: July 21 , 2023 

Re: Budget Adjustment for Public Safety School Resource Officer Grant 

South Carolina Department of Public Safety and Coordinating Council awarded to Public 
Safety a grant for two School Resource Officers (SROs) in the Aiken County School District. 
The award was for the SROs' salary, benefits, a vehicle and related equipment. It has been 
increased by $172,015 to include an additional SRO for Chukker Creek Elementary. Total 
of the grant is $346,513. A budget adjustment will need to be done for the additional amount 
to increase revenues and expenditures in the general fund . 

The budget will need to be adjusted to: 
Increase 001-2130-423-10-01 Salaries 
Increase 001-2130-423-56-00 Training 
Increase 001-2130-423-57-00 Uniforms 
Increase 001-2130-423-65-00 Specialized Dept Supplies 
Increase 001-2130-423-74-02 Vehicles 
Increase 001-2130-423-7 4-04 Radios 
Increase 001-2130-423-74-05 Computers 
Increase 001-0000-334-40-00 School Resource Officer State Grant 

$ 93,025 
$ 7,500 
$ 1,200 
$ 470 
$ 54,820 
$ 9,500 
$ 5,500 
$172,015 

Please contact me if you have any questions or need any additional information. 
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THE CITY OF AIKEN 
 

Memorandum 
 
Date: 14 Aug 2023 
To: City Council 
From: Stuart T. Bedenbaugh, City Manager 
Subject: Approval of a Memorandum of Understanding with the Board of Directors 

for the Friends of the Aiken Railroad Depot. 
 
  
City staff has been working with the Board of Directors of the Friends of the Aiken 
Railroad Depot (FARD) to provide a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU).  The City 
has been establishing MOU's with the organizations we work with and partner with to 
better communicate and coordinate the use of facilities and resources of the City. 
  
The Friends of the Aiken Railroad Depot Board of Directors and city staff have mutually 
agreed upon the MOU being presented to City Council for approval.  The MOU lists the 
responsibilities of the City as well as those of the FARD Board of Directors.  The 
proposed MOU is an update of the present MOU with FARD. 
  
This MOU has been reviewed by City staff and the City Attorney, and we recommend 
approval.   
  
For Council consideration is the approval of a Memorandum of Understanding with the 
Board of Directors for the Friends of the Aiken Railroad Depot. 
  

 
Stuart T. Bedenbaugh 
City Manager 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) 
     ) MEMO OF UNDERSTANDING 
CITY OF AIKEN   ) 
 
This Memorandum of Understanding is made and entered into this    day of 
______, 2023, by and between the City of Aiken, a municipal corporation (hereinafter 
referred to as the “City”) and the Friends of the Aiken Railroad Depot, a not-for-profit 
corporation in the State of South Carolina (hereinafter referred to as the “FRIENDS”). 
 
WHEREAS, the City is the owner of the Aiken Railroad Depot which is located at 406 
Park Avenue SE, Aiken, South Carolina and the City desires to use the facility as a 
railroad museum, to be called the Aiken Visitor Center and Railroad Museum 
(hereinafter referred to as AVCTM), and 
 
WHEREAS, the Mission of FRIENDS is to contribute to the quality of life of the citizens 
of Aiken through the preservation of Aiken’s rich railroad history, establish and maintain 
educational and recreational amenities, and contribute to the economic vitality of 
downtown Aiken. 
 
WHEREAS, as the result of its successful completion of the reconstruction of the Aiken 
passenger railroad depot, the installation of interactive exhibits, and the future planned 
additions and improvements for this project, FRIENDS is providing valuable educational 
outreach, opportunities for volunteering, recreational amenities and economic stimulus, 
and 
 
WHEREAS, both parties desire that AVCTM to be managed and operated, a place for 
exhibits, public education, and cultural event opportunities in accordance with the 
provisions, terms, and conditions of this agreement, to the end that the AVCTM will 
serve as an economic and cultural stimulant for our community, our citizens, and the City 
of Aiken, and our environs, and 
 
WHEREAS, FRIENDS are uniquely and favorably constituted and situated to supply 
necessary expertise and management skills for the purpose of presenting professional 
historical interactive displays, exhibits and dioramas, and 
 
WHEREAS, it is the purpose of City and FRIENDS to assure the most efficient and 
economical operation of AVCTM to remain consistent with the needs of the community; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual undertakings and promises 
contained here and the benefits to be realized by each party, and in further consideration 
of the benefit to the general public by the enhancement of the economic and cultural 
climate of the City and its environs to be realized by the performance of this agreement, 
and as a direct benefit to the City, the parties agree as follows: 
 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM #(1)

(1) Approval of Renewal of Memorandum of Understanding with the Friends ... Page 431 of 565



2 
 

City Responsibilities: 
 
1. Provide a Liaison on the FRIENDS Board of Directors to facilitate communication 

between City and FRIENDS. 
2. Provide staffing to facilitate the daily operations including facilitating sales of 

FRIENDS gift shop merchandise. 
3. Assist FRIENDS with identifying docents to volunteer at AVCTM and provide 

training to docents in daily operations.  
4. Assist FRIENDS with the development and implementation of educational outreach 

programs, exhibits, and community engagement events. 
5. Assist FRIENDS in additional phases of construction for continued development of 

historical interactive displays, exhibits and dioramas under the AVCTM Master Plan 
by seeking grants, sponsorships and providing financial assistance within reason 
through the City’s budget process. 

6. Provide the AVCTM to FRIENDS at no cost for educational outreach programs 
offered to schools within Aiken County and surrounding areas. 

7. Provide maintenance for the AVCTM consisting of routine maintenance to the 
buildings, railroad cars, and grounds. 

8. Assist in promoting AVCTM through utilizing 4Aiken, city newsletters, city social 
media, print material, and other normal publicity and marketing means as done by 
City staff.  

 
FRIENDS Responsibilities: 
 
1. Assist CITY with development and implementation of educational outreach 

programs, exhibits, and community engagement events.  
2. Ensure historical accuracy of all interactive displays, exhibits and dioramas.  
3. Assure that, while in possession of the Premises, FRIENDS shall maintain the 

AVCTM in a clean, orderly, and safe condition and follow all local fire and building 
code as they relate to the AVCTM. 

4. Provide trained volunteers for operation, routine and preventative maintenance of the 
interactive displays, exhibits and dioramas, to keep model trains and exhibits neat and 
free of debris.  

5. For train & track (this refers to drive-a-train on first floor, diorama train on second 
floor and model train located in the Pullman Car behind the AVCTM) maintenance 
provided by the on-site museum coordinator FRIENDS will pay the hourly rate of the 
museum coordinator salary + 10% to cover city provided benefits. This rate is subject 
to cost of living, merit and benefit costs increases.  An invoice will be sent quarterly 
to FRIENDS for the hours worked, not to exceed 10 hours per month. FRIENDS has 
the right to approve the level of skills the museum coordinator possess in relation to 
the maintenance. If they feel it necessary, then they can provide more training or 
present a plan on how the train and track will be maintained using other resources. 

6. Assist City with identifying docents to volunteer at AVCTM  
7. Train City staff and docents in local railroad history and information as it relates to 

interactive displays, exhibits and dioramas. 
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8. Conduct Board meetings on a regular basis to discuss AVCTM related issues, future 
plans for AVCTM projects, and issues of interest with City.  FRIENDS will act in an 
advisory capacity to City. 

9. Maintain stock and select merchandise for FRIENDS gift shop and account for all gift 
shop monies, with all net profits to be used by FRIENDS for the improvement of 
AVCTM and/or pay original construction loan. Provide City an accounting of gift 
shop sales upon request. 

10. Collect and maintain donation box and other fundraising efforts, with all donations to 
be used by FRIENDS for improvement of the AVCTM and/or pay original 
construction loan. Provide City an accounting of donation box and other fundraising 
efforts upon request.  

 
This agreement is for a five-year period and shall be in full force and effect for a period 
of five (5) years from the date hereof.  FRIENDS and City have the right to renew this 
agreement for an additional five-year period and subsequent five year periods as amended 
and agreed upon by the parties on the condition that the FRIENDS notify City at least 
sixty days prior to the renewal of this agreement of FRIENDS intent and desire to 
continue for an additional five-year period, and on the condition that the City Manager 
approves such renewal, in writing. 
 
City and FRIENDS shall warrant that they are in compliance with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act and any related provisions and that they will, in carrying out the 
requirements of this Memorandum of Understanding, comply in all respects with the 
provisions of the Act and its implementing regulations. 
 
 
IN THE PRESENCE OF:    CITY OF AIKEN 
 
____________________    _______________________ 
       By: Stuart T. Bedebaugh 
       Its: City Manager 
____________________ 
 
 
       ATTEST:_______________ 
        Aiken City Clerk 
 
IN THE PRESENCE OF:    CITY OF AIKEN 
 
____________________    _______________________ 
       By: Tim Simmons   
       Its: _________________ 
____________________ 
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PARKS, RECREATION 
& TOURISM 

Date: 

To: 

From: 

Subject: 

Stuart, 

Department of Parks and Recreation 
P.O Box 1177 
Aiken, South Carolina 29802 
803-643-4779 

July 26, 2023 

Memorandum 

Stuart Bedenbaugh, City Manager 

Jessica Campbell, PRT Director 

1072 Banks Mill Road 
Aiken , South Carolina 29803 

Fax: 803-293-2051 
311@cityofaikensc.gov 

Friends of the Railroad Depot-Memorandum of Understanding 

The City has established MOU's among various local cultural organizations, which serves to 
better communicate and coordinate use of facilities and resources dedicated to expand and 
strengthen program offerings in Aiken. 

This is a request to modify the Memorandum of Understanding between the City of Aiken 
and Friends of the Railroad Depot (FARD). Attached you will find the updated MOU which 
has been reviewed and approved by the F ARD Board of Directors. F ARD has been a good 
partner to the city since their inception in 2010, and continue to embrace Aiken's rich 
railroad history. 

It is requested this be presented to Council for approval at the August 14, 2023 City Council 
Meeting. 

Thank you, 

Jessica 

www.cityofaikensc.gov 
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THE CITY OF AIKEN 
 

Memorandum 
 
Date: 14 Aug 2023 
To: City Council 
From: Stuart T. Bedenbaugh, City Manager 
Subject: Approval of a Resolution to Terminate a Lease with the Aiken Council of 

Garden Clubs. 
 
  
The Aiken Council of Garden Clubs have requested to terminate the lease of the “Doll 

House” property located at Hopelands Gardens. The maintenance costs associated with 

the upkeep of the Doll House exceeded the Garden Club’s capacity. Therefore, the Club’s 
membership requested that the lease be terminated and that they engage in an MOU with 
the City.  Council will review and vote to approve this MOU in a separate agenda item. 
  
City staff and the Garden Club membership have mutually agreed that the termination of 
the lease is appropriate. There will be no reimbursement or expenses incurred by the City 
or the Garden Club as a result of this lease termination. 
  
For Council consideration is approval of a resolution terminating the lease of the Dolly 
House at Hopelands Gardens with the Aiken Council of Garden Clubs. 
  

 
Stuart T. Bedenbaugh 
City Manager 
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RESOLUTION:      
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF AIKEN  
TO ENTER INTO A LEASE TERMINATION AGREEMENT 

WITH THE AIKEN COUNCIL OF GARDEN CLUBS 
 

 
 WHEREAS, the City of Aiken owns the real estate known as Hopelands Gardens that is 
located in the City of Aiken, County of Aiken, State of South Carolina; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City and the Aiken Council of Garden Clubs, hereinafter “the Council,” 
entered into a Lease Indenture on the 14th day of October, 1974 for the use of “The Doll House” 
and surrounding land located at Hopelands Gardens; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Council has extended the 1974 lease agreement in 1994 and 2014 as 
allowed by the terms of the 1974 lease agreement; and  
 

WHEREAS, the City and the Council have mutually agreed to terminate this lease 
agreement as more fully set forth in the Lease Termination Agreement, which is attached hereto 
and incorporated herein by reference. 
 
 WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Aiken has concluded that entering into this Lease 
Termination Agreement with the Aiken Council of Garden Clubs is essential to the general 
health, safety, welfare and economic stability of the City and is in the best interest of its citizens. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the City of Aiken 
hereby authorizes the City of Aiken to enter into this Lease Termination Agreement with the 
Aiken Council of Garden Clubs as set forth in Exhibit “A.” The Mayor of the City of Aiken, by 
and with the attestation of the City Clerk, is authorized to execute any and all documents 
necessary to put this Agreement into effect. 
 
ADOPTED by the Council of the City of Aiken at regular meeting held this    day  
of     , 2023, at which a quorum was present and voting. 
 
 
      ___________________________________ 
      MAYOR 
 
APPROVED:     ATTEST: 
 
_________________________________ ___________________________________ 
CITY ATTORNEY    CITY CLERK 
 
 
I:\Ordinances\Resolution approving Lease Termination Agreement - Aiken Council of Garden Clubs-Doll House 2023-08-14.doc 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
 
COUNTY OF AIKEN 

 
LEASE TERMINATION AGREEMENT 

 
 THIS LEASE TERMINATION AGREEMENT made and entered into this _____ day of 
____________, 2023, by and between the City of Aiken (hereinafter "Lessor") and Aiken Council of 
Garden Clubs (hereinafter "Lessee"), and collectively referred to as " the Parties," for the 
mutually agreeable termination of a lease agreement for the use of property known as “The 
Doll House” and the lot of land in close proximity thereto, located at Hopelands Gardens. 
 

W I T N E S S E T H: 
 
WHEREAS, Lessor owns the real estate known as Hopelands Gardens that is located in 
the City of Aiken, County of Aiken, State of South Carolina; and 
 
WHEREAS, Lessor and Lessee entered into a Lease Indenture on the 14th day of October, 
1974 for the use of “The Doll House” and surrounding land located at Hopelands Gardens; 
and  
 
WHEREAS, Lessee has extended the 1974 lease agreement in 1994 and 2014 as allowed 
by the terms of the 1974 lease agreement; and  
 
WHEREAS, Lessor and Lessee have mutually agreed to terminate this lease agreement as 
more fully set forth hereinbelow. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises and the mutual covenants contained 
in this Lease Termination Agreement, the parties hereby agree as follows: 
 

1. DESCRIPTION AND TERMS.  Pursuant to the terms of the 2014 Lease Renewal 

agreement signed by Lessor and Lessee and approved by the Aiken City Council, the 

Lessee has agreed to lease “The Doll House” and surrounding property from the Lessor 

from October 1, 2014 and expiring on September 30, 2034.  

2. TERMINATION OF LEASE. Due to current circumstances, Lessee no longer desires to 

lease this property from the Lessor and has sought permission from the Lessor to terminate 

this lease agreement. Lessor does not object to the termination of the lease agreement, 

subject to the approval of the Aiken City Council. 
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3. WAIVER OF REIMBURSEMENT. The 1974 lease agreement provides that upon the 

termination of the lease for any cause, the Aiken Council of Garden Clubs shall be entitled 

to reimbursement, less depreciation, for any expense which it has incurred in connection 

with the improving The Doll House during its tenancy. By executing this agreement, the 

Lessee hereby agrees to waive any entitlement to reimbursement from the Lessor. 

4. EFFECTIVE DATE. This agreement shall be effective upon the signing of this document 

by the Parties and upon approval by the Aiken City Council. 

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Lessor and the Lessee have executed this Agreement as of the 

day and year first above written. 

 

Witnesses as to Lessor:    THE LESSOR: 

       CITY OF AIKEN 

 

___________________________________  BY:___________________________________ 
        Its Mayor 
 
___________________________________        
   
 

Witnesses as to Lessee:    THE LESSEE: 

       AIKEN COUNCIL OF GARDEN CLUBS 

 

___________________________________  BY:___________________________________ 
        Its President 

___________________________________  
 

I:\Ordinances\Lease Termination Agreement - Aiken Council of Garden Clubs-Doll Housse 2023-08-14.doc 
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THE CITY OF AIKEN 
 

Memorandum 
 
Date: 14 Aug 2023 
To: City Council 
From: Stuart T. Bedenbaugh, City Manager 
Subject: Approval of a Memorandum of Understanding with the Aiken Garden Club 

Council for Lease of The Doll House in Hopelands Gardens. 
 
  
The Aiken Garden Club Council has had a lease for use of The Doll House in Hopelands 
Gardens since 1974, with the City providing maintenance and operations of the facility.  
Since the City has been establishing MOU's with the organizations we work and partner 
with to better communicate and coordinate the use of facilities and resources of the City, 
it is felt that we should terminate the Aiken Garden Club Council lease and enter into a 
Memorandum of Understanding as a continuation of the partnership.  Both parties are 
agreeable to terminating the lease and entering into a MOU. 
  
The Aiken Garden Club Council and City staff have mutually agreed upon the MOU 
being presented to City Council for approval.  The MOU lists the responsibilities of the 
City as well as those of the Aiken Garden Club Council.  
  
This MOU has been reviewed by both parties, and it is recommended to Council for 
approval. 
  
For Council consideration is the approval of a Memorandum of Understanding with the 
Aiken Garden Club Council for use of The Doll House in Hopelands Gardens. 
  
 

 
Stuart T. Bedenbaugh 
City Manager 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) 
     ) MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
CITY OF AIKEN   ) 
 
This Memorandum of Understanding is made and entered into this    day of ______, 2023, 
by and between the City of Aiken, a municipal corporation (hereinafter referred to as the “City”) 
and the Aiken Council of Garden Clubs, a not-for-profit corporation in the State of South 
Carolina (hereinafter referred to as the “ACGC”). 
 
WHEREAS, the City is the owner of The Doll House which is located on the public grounds of 
Hopelands Gardens, 135 Dupree Pl, Aiken, South Carolina; and 
 
WHEREAS, ACGC is dedicated to promoting gardening, knowledge of horticulture, community 
beautification and service, and protection of the environment; and 
 
WHEREAS, both parties desire that The Doll House remain a safe and attractive amenity for 
local, regional, national and international visitors who come for the charm and ambience of 
Aiken and Hopelands Gardens. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual undertakings and promises contained 
herein and the benefits to be realized by each party, and in further consideration of the benefit to 
the general public by the enhancement of the economic and cultural climate of the City and its 
environs to be realized by the performance of this agreement, and as a direct benefit to the City, 
the parties hereto agree as follows: 
 
City Responsibilities: 
 
1. Provide a staff liaison to facilitate communication between City and ACGC. 
2. Provide maintenance, repairs and upkeep for The Doll House consisting of utilities and 

structural integrity as resources allow.  
3. Provide The Doll House to ACGC at no cost for meetings of the ACGC in addition to public 

viewing operations. 
4. Provide storage within Rye Patch for ACGC Doll House collections not on display. 
5. Assist in promoting The Doll House through utilizing 4Aiken, city newsletters, city social 

media, print material, and other normal publicity and marketing means as done by City staff.  
 
ACGC Responsibilities: 
 
1. Provide a ACGC liaison to facilitate communication between City and ACGC. 
2. Provide interior decorating of The Doll House. Historic contents and collections on display 

within The Doll House shall remain property of ACGC. 
3. Maintain and update plantings in the garden areas immediately surrounding The Doll House, 

patio, and Blue Star Marker area, as determined by ACGC in partnership with City Public 
Services Department.  

4. Volunteer as hosts to make The Doll House open for public viewing, as determined by 
ACGC in partnership with City Parks, Recreation & Tourism Department. 
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5. Assure that, while in possession of the Premises, ACGC shall maintain The Doll House and 
surrounding grounds in a clean, orderly, and safe condition  

6. Maintain general liability insurance with the minimum per occurrence coverage limits of 
$1,000,000 
 

This agreement is for a ten-year period and shall be in full force and effect for a period of ten 
(10) years from the date hereof. ACGC and City have the right to renew this agreement for an 
additional ten-year period and subsequent ten year periods as amended and agreed upon by the 
parties on the condition that the ACGC notify City at least sixty days prior to the renewal of this 
agreement of ACGC intent and desire to continue for an additional ten-year period, and on the 
condition that the City Manager approves such renewal, in writing. 
 
City and ACGC shall warrant that they are in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities 
Act and any related provisions and that they will, in carrying out the requirements of this 
Memorandum of Understanding, comply in all respects with the provisions of the Act and its 
implementing regulations. 
 
IN THE PRESENCE OF:    CITY OF AIKEN 
 
              
       By: Stuart Bedenbaugh  
       Its: City Manager 
 
 
       ATTEST:       
         Aiken City Clerk  
  
IN THE PRESENCE OF: Aiken Council of Garden Clubs 
 
             
       By: Peggy Thome 
       Its: President 
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PARKS, RECREATION 
& TOURISM 

Date: 

To: 

From: 

Subject: 

Stuart, 

Department of Parks and Recreation 
P.OBox1177 
Aiken, South Carolina 29802 
803-643-4779 

July 28, 2023 

Memorandum 

Stuart Bedenbaugh, City Manager 

Jessica Campbell, PRT Director 

1072 Banks Mill Road 
Aiken, South Carolina 29803 

Fax: 803-293-2051 
311@cityofaikensc.gov 

Aiken Council of Garden Clubs - Memorandum of Understanding 

Since 197 4, the City has held an agreement with the Aiken Garden Club Council to lease The 
Doll House, in which the Council provided maintenance and operations of the facility. It is 
the desire of both parties to terminate the lease and enter into a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) as a continuation of the partnership. 

The City has established MOU's among various local cultural organizations, which serves to 
better communicate and coordinate use of facilities and resources dedicated to expand and 
strengthen program offerings in Aiken. 

This is a request enter into a MOU between the City of Aiken and Aiken Council of Garden 
Clubs, which has been reviewed and approved by both entities. 

It is requested this be presented to Council for approval at the August 14, 2023 City Council 
Meeting. 

Thank you, 

Jessica 

www.cityofaikensc.gov 
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THE CITY OF AIKEN 
 

Memorandum 
 
Date: 14 Aug 2023 
To: City Council 
From: Stuart T. Bedenbaugh, City Manager 
Subject: Resolution to Approve a Revised EQUIP Mortgage Program MOU with 

Security Federal Bank. 
 
  
City Council approved a MOU between the City and Security Federal Bank on April 24, 
2023, to fund up to $3,000 in real estate closing costs for qualified, low-to-moderate 
income home buyers using Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds. 
  
After discussion with City and Security Federal Bank staff, it was decided that the 
funding would be more helpful to homeowners if the assistance was offered as down 
payment assistance. Therefore, the original MOU has been revised to use the CDBG 
funds for a $15,000 second mortgage to be used as down payment assistance and $1,000 
toward closing costs. The City would be the second mortgage holder and the loan would 
be forgiven over a 15-year period at 5% each year. 
  
Qualified homebuyers must meet HUD’s adjusted low-to-moderate income limits for 
Aiken and be able to afford a home through the EQUIP Mortgage Program. 
  
Recently a public hearing was held on the change with our partnership with Security 
Federal on the EQUIP program, and the following questions were asked.  Staff responses 
are listed after each question. 
  
1.  Do the houses have to be new construction?      No 
  
2.  How long are the housing counseling classes?   How many are there?    No classes.  
Instruction is tailored to the individual applicant. 
  
3.  How will the City of Aiken market the program and how will the word get out to the 
community?   Through online methods, including our website and social media, plus the 
water bill newsletter and interviews with local media. 
  
4. Can other funds be used besides CDBG funds for down payment assistance?  At this 
time, CDBG funds are all that is available for this program. 

AGENDA ITEM #(4)

(4) Approval of a Resolution to Approve Revised EQUIP Mortgage Program M... Page 443 of 565



  
5.  Are there other city programs to help repair homes for people currently living in their 
homes?   No 
  
6.  What is considered affordable housing?  The formula used is 30% of the applicant's 
gross income. 
  
For Council consideration is a resolution for approval of a revised MOU between the City 
of Aiken and Security Federal Bank. 
  

 
Stuart T. Bedenbaugh 
City Manager 

 

AGENDA ITEM #(4)

(4) Approval of a Resolution to Approve Revised EQUIP Mortgage Program M... Page 444 of 565



RESOLUTION:      
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF AIKEN  
TO ENTER INTO A MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

WITH SECURITY FEDERAL BANK  
 

 
 WHEREAS, the City of Aiken wishes to promote home ownership for low to moderate 
income citizens within its City limits and Security Federal Bank, “the Bank” as a Certified 
Community Financial Institution (CDFI) and a good corporate citizen wishes to do the same; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Bank has, prior to this agreement, fashioned a program called EQUIP to 
promote and facilitate 30 year fixed rate portfolio loans (non-secondary market loans) to 
applicants below a maximum income level in the Bank’s CDFI Target market which 
encompasses a good portion of the City (see Exhibit A 1/23 for a map and census numbers 
eligible for EQUIP).  The rate is an affordable fixed rate which is subject to review on an annual 
basis for adjustments on new originations; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Aiken and the Bank desire to enter into the Memorandum of 
Understanding [“the MOU”], a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit “A” and incorporated 
herein by reference; and   
 
 WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Aiken has concluded that entering into this MOU 
with the Bank is essential to the general health, safety, welfare and economic stability of the City 
and is in the best interest of its citizens. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the City of Aiken 
hereby authorizes the City of Aiken to enter into this MOU with Security Federal Bank as set 
forth in Exhibit “A.” The Mayor and or the City Manager of the City of Aiken, by and with the 
attestation of the City Clerk, is authorized to execute any and all documents necessary to put this 
Agreement into effect. 
 
ADOPTED by the Council of the City of Aiken at regular meeting held this    day             
of     , 2023, at which a quorum was present and voting. 
 
 
      ___________________________________ 
      MAYOR 
 
APPROVED:     ATTEST: 
 
_________________________________ ___________________________________ 
CITY ATTORNEY    CITY CLERK 
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MEMO OF UNDERSTANDING  )                                     

             ) 

AIKEN, SOUTH CAROLINA        )       

 

 

This Memorandum of Understanding is entered into this _____ day of August, 2023 by and between the 
City of Aiken, South Carolina “the City” and Security Federal Bank “the Bank”, a South Carolina chartered 
corporation regulated and insured by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation. 

Whereas the City wishes to promote home ownership for low to moderate income citizens within its 
City limits and the Bank as a Certified Community Financial Institution (CDFI) and a good corporate 
citizen wishes to do the same, this agreement is important in reaching these worthwhile goals. 

The Bank has, prior to this agreement, fashioned a program called EQUIP to promote and facilitate 30 
year fixed rate portfolio loans (non-secondary market loans) to applicants below a maximum income 
level in the Bank’s CDFI Target market which encompasses a good portion of the City (see Exhibit A 1/23 
for a map and census numbers eligible for EQUIP).  The rate is an affordable fixed rate which is subject 
to review on an annual basis for adjustments on new originations. 

The Bank agrees to use the City’s income HUD based criteria on Exhibit B 1/23 for this MOU and furnish 
the City with documentation of the applicant’s verified income.  It is realized that this HUD income 
criteria table is updated by HUD typically on an annual basis.  The Bank will furnish the City with income 
verification, a closing settlement statement, and any other reasonably requested information in the 
mortgage file.  The City agrees to safeguard the information to prevent disclosure of confidential 
borrower information.  The Bank will obtain permission from the applicants to release information to 
third parties. 

The City is willing to fund $15,000 per successful loan closing within this program up to 15 successful 
mortgage closings.  The City will re-evaluate whether it can continue once the 15 mortgages have 
closed.  The $15,000 is to be used for down payment assistance to help borrowers in this program for 
home purchases of principal residences. In addition to the $15,000 to be used for down payment, the 
City is willing to fund $1,000 for closing costs assistance for qualified low-to moderate- income 
homebuyers.   The Bank under EQUIP and this program does not receive its customary origination fee 
nor its underwriting fee.  The only closing costs will consist of necessary third party costs such as 
appraisal, credit report, flood certification, attorney’s fees, title insurance, and any other necessary third 
party fees to close the mortgage.  The borrower will need to pay any remaining closing costs from their 
funds which would be approximately $1,000. 
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                                                                                                                                                          Page two of two 

 

Procedures:  These procedures may be modified from time to time in writing with the consent of the 
City and the Bank.  Please see attached Exhibit C 1/23 for more complete procedures.  Once the Bank 
receives a prospective qualified applicant, the Bank will ascertain whether the loan would be in our CDFI 
Target Market and in the City limits.  The Bank will verify with an appointed City staff member that the 
loan would be in the City limits and verify if the 15 loan count has been exceeded (the Bank will keep 
internal records as well).  A few days before or after closing, the Bank will furnish the City with the 
closing statement detailing closing costs and request the City to make out a check to the closing 
attorney.  Once the qualifying mortgage is closed the Bank will confirm that the closing was 
consummated.  A forgivable second mortgage will be recorded in favor of the City of Aiken in the 
amount of $16,000 for a term of fifteen years.  The second mortgage will be released after the fifteen 
years as long as the first mortgage is current and the original borrower is still the owner and the 
property is their primary residence. 

Please see the attached Exhibit D 1/23 titled the City of Aiken/SFB EQUIP for CDFI Targeted Areas Within 
City Limits for further highlights on the program. 

Marketing:  The City and the Bank can and are encouraged to market this program with prior approval of 
materials by each party.  The expense of marketing will be borne by the party initiating the marketing 
unless an agreement by both parties is made on a case by case basis.  Please see Exhibit E 1/23 for a 
flyer the Bank would like to distribute. 

It is agreed that this MOU can be terminated by either party with 60 days’ notice.  It is also agreed that 
any qualifying mortgage in process will be completed. 

By signing this memorandum of understanding, both parties have agreed to the responsibilities and 
obligations identified in this agreement and are completely willing to support this partnership and 
support affordable home buying endeavors. 

It is understood and agreed that this Memorandum of Understanding shall not be effective until it is 
adopted by City Council in a public meeting. 

 

    

 ______________________________________                      ___________________________________ 

Stuart Bedenbaugh, City Manager                                              Chris Verenes, CEO, Security Federal Bank    
City of Aiken, South Carolina 
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City of 

aiken 
Economic Development Department 
P.OBox1177 
Aiken, South Carolina 29802 
803-502-4997 

111 Chesterfield St, S 
Aiken, South Carolina 29801 

Fax: 803-642-7646 
311@cityofaikensc.gov 

CITY MANAGER 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Stuart Bedenbaugh, City Manager 

FROM: Sabina Craig, Development Project Manager 

DATE: August 3, 2023 

RE: Revised MOU between the City of Aiken and Security Federal Bank 

Attached is a revision of the Memorandum of Understanding between the City of Aiken and 
Security Federal Bank regarding the partnership to promote homeownership for low-to
moderate income qualified families within the city limits of Aiken through the City of 
Aiken/Security Federal Bank EQUIP Mortgage Program. 

The original MOU signed on April 24, 2023, indicated that the City of Aiken, in partnership 
with Security Federal Bank, agreed to fund up to $3,000 per successful loan application in 
closing costs assistance for buyers under this program, which could assist approximately 75 
successful mortgage closings using Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds . 
To assist a low-to-moderate income person in becoming successful in purchasing a home 
within the city limits of Aiken, it is more feasible to use the CDBG funds as a down payment 
assistance program and help 15 families with $ 15,000 as a second mortgage and add an 
additional $1,000 for the closing cost assistance. The City would be the second mortgage 
holder and the loan would be forgiven over a 15-year period at 5% each year. 

The qualified homebuyer would meet HUD' s adjusted low-to-moderate income limits for the 
Aiken area (see HUD 2023 adjusted income limits spreadsheet attached) and be able to 
afford a home through the EQUIP Mortgage Program. 

www.cityofaikensc.gov 
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING ) 

) 

AIKEN, SOUTH CAROLINA ) 

This Memorandum of Understanding is entered into this ~ff-day of April, 2023 by and 
between the City of Aiken, South Carolina "the City" and Security Federal Bank "the Bank", a 
South Carolina chartered corporation regulated and insured by the Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation. 

Whereas the City wishes to promote home ownership for low to moderate income citizens within 
its City limits and to areas serviced by City water and the Bank as a Certified Community 
Development Financial Institution (CDFI) and a good corporate citizen wishes to do the same, 
this agreement is important in reaching these worthwhile goals. 

The Bank has, prior to this agreement, fashioned a program called EQUIP to promote and 
facilitate 30 year fixed rate portfolio loans (non-secondary market loans) to applicants below a 
maximum income level in the Bank's CDFI Target market which encompasses a good portion of 
the City (see Exhibit A 1/23 for a map and census numbers eligible for EQUIP). The rate is an 
affordable fixed rate which is subject to review on an annual basis for adjustments on new 
originations. 

The Bank agrees to use the City's income HUD based criteria on Exhibit B 1/23 for this MOU 
and furnish the City with documentation of the applicant's verified income. It is realized that 
this HUD income criteria table is updated by HUD typically on an annual basis. The Bank will 
furnish the City with income verification, a closing settlement statement, and any other 
reasonably requested information in the mortgage file. The City agrees to safeguard the 
information to prevent disclosure of confidential borrower information. The Bank will obtain 
permission from the applicants to release information to third parties. 

The City is willing to fund an amount not to exceed $3,000 per successful loan closing within 
this program up to 75 successful mortgage closings. The City will re-evaluate whether it can 
continue once the 75 mortgages have closed. The $3,000 is to primarily be used for closing costs 

· but can also be used for principal reduction to help borrowers in this program for home 
purchases of principal residences. The Bank under EQUIP and this program does not receive its 
customary origination fee nor its underwriting fee. The only closing costs will consist of 
necessary third party costs such as appraisal, credit report, flood certification, attorney's fees, 
title insurance, and any other necessary third party fees to close the mortgage. 
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Procedures: These procedures may be modified from time to time in writing with the consent of 
the City and the Bank. Please see attached Exhibit C 1/23 for more complete procedures. Once 
the Bank receives a prospective qualified applicant, the Bank will ascertain whether the loan 
would be in our CDFI Target Market and in or close to the City limits. The Bank will verify 
with an appointed City staff member that the loan would be in the City limits or serviced by City 
water and verify if the 75 loan count has been exceeded (the Bank will keep internal records as 
well). A few days before or after closing, the Bank will furnish the City with the closing 
statement detailing closing costs and request the City to make out a check to the closing attorney. 
Once the qualifying mortgage is closed the Bank will confirm that the closing was consummated. 
A forgivable second mortgage will be recorded in favor of the City of Aiken in the amount of 
$3,000 for a term of five years. The second mortgage will be released after the five years as long 
as the first mortgage is current and the original borrower is still the owner and the property is 
their primary residence. 

Please see the attached Exhibit D 1/23 titled the City of Aiken/SFB EQUIP for CDFI Targeted 
Areas Within City Limits or Service Areas for further highlights on the program. 

Marketing: The City and the Bank can and are encouraged to market this program with prior 
approval of materials by each party. The expense of marketing will be borne by the party 
initiating the marketing unless an agreement by both parties is made on a case by case basis. 
Please see Exhibit E 1/23 for a flyer the Bank would like to distribute. 

It is agreed that this MOU can be terminated by either party with 60 days' notice. It is also 
agreed that any qualifying mortgage in process will be completed. 

By signing this memorandum of understanding, both parties have agreed to the responsibilities 
and obligations identified in this agreement and are completely willing to support this 
partnership and support affordable home buying endeavors. 

It is understood and agreed that this Memorandum of Understanding shall not be effective until it 
is adopted by City Council in a public meeting. 

Rick N. Osbon, Mayor 
City of Aiken, South Carolina 

. Chris Verenes, Chief Executive Officer 
Security Federal Bank 

I:\Ordinances\Memorandum of Understanding-City and Security Federal-Homeownership Program 2023-04-24.docx 

AGENDA ITEM #(4)

(4) Approval of a Resolution to Approve Revised EQUIP Mortgage Program M... Page 450 of 565



I! 

CDFI ELIGIBLE MARKET 

8 
CT 209.0J 

CT 9801 

July 20, 2022 

AIKEN COUNTY 

CDFI TARGET MARKET (SHADED IN LIGHT GREEN) 
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Sources: Esn USGS, NOAA 

Ctea:ed with: TIGERweb 
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,D j_/ 2-3 

U.S . DEPARTMENT OF HUD 
STATE:SOUTH CAROLINA --------------------- 2023 ADJUSTED HOME INCOME LIMITS ---------------------

PROGRAM 1 PERSON 2 PERSON 3 PERSON 4 PERSON 5 PERSON 6 PERSON 7 PERSON 8 PERSON 

Augusta-Richmond County, GA-SC HUD Metro FMR Area 
30% LIMITS 16400 18750 21100 23400 25300 2 7150 29050 30900 
VERY LOW INCOME 27300 31200 35100 39000 42150 45250 48400 51500 
60% LIMITS 32760 37440 42120 46800 50580 54300 58080 618 00 
LOW INCOME 43700 49950 56200 62400 67400 72400 77400 82400 

Charleston-North Charleston, SC MSA 
30% LIMITS 20450 23350 26250 29150 31500 33850 36150 38500 
VERY LOW INCOME 34050 38900 43750 48600 52500 56400 60300 642 0 0 
60% LIMITS 40860 46680 52500 58320 63000 67680 72360 7704 0 
LOW INCOME 54450 62200 70000 77750 84000 90200 96450 1 02650 

Charlotte-Concord-Gastonia, NC-SC HUD Metro FMR Area 
30% LIMITS 20950 23950 26950 29900 32300 3 4700 37100 39500 
VERY LOW INCOME 34900 39900 44900 49850 53850 57850 61850 65850 
60% LIMITS 41880 47880 53880 59820 64620 69420 74220 79020 
LOW INCOME 55850 63800 71800 79750 86150 92550 98 900 105300 

Chester County, SC HUD Metro FMR Area 
30% LIMITS 13600 15550 17500 19400 21000 22550 24100 25 65 0 
VERY LOW INCOME 22650 25900 29150 32350 34950 37550 40150 42750 
60% LIMITS 27180 31080 34980 38820 41940 45060 48180 51300 
LOW INCOME 36250 41400 46600 51750 55900 60050 64200 68350 

Lancaster County, SC HUD Metro FMR Area 
30% LIMITS 17200 19650 22100 24550 26550 28500 30450 32450 
VERY LOW INCOME 28650 32750 36850 40900 44200 47450 50750 540 00 
60% LIMITS 34380 39300 44220 49080 53040 56940 60900 6480 0 
LOW INCOME 45850 52400 58950 65450 70700 75950 8 1200 864 0 0 

Columbia, SC HUD Metro FMR Area 
30% LIMITS 17650 20150 22650 25150 27200 29200 31200 33200 
VERY LOW INCOME 29400 33600 37800 41950 45350 48700 52050 554 00 
60% LIMITS 35280 40320 45360 50340 54420 58440 62460 66480 
LOW INCOME 47000 53700 60400 67100 72500 77850 83250 88600 

Kershaw County, SC HUD Metro FMR Area 
30% LIMITS 15200 17350 19500 21650 23400 2 5150 26850 28600 
VERY LOW INCOME 25250 28850 32450 36050 38950 41850 4 4750 47600 
60% LIMITS 30300 34620 38940 43260 46740 50220 53700 5 7120 
LOW INCOME 40400 46150 51900 57650 62300 66900 71500 76100 

Eff e c tive : June 15, 202 3 Page 1 o f 6 
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EXHIBIT C 1/23 Page one of two 

CITY OF AIKEN/SECURITY FEDERAL BANK EQUIP PROGRAM FOR HOME OWNERSHIP 

Bullet point facts and information on the program: 

City of Aiken Contacts: Sabina Craig (803) 642-7606 scraig@cityofaikensc.gov 

Tim O'Briant (803) 502-4297 tobriant@cityofaikensc.gov 

Security Federal Bank Contacts: Christine Lewis (803) 641-3019 clewis@securityfederalbank.com 

Roy Lindburg (803) 641-3070 rlindburg@securityfederalbank.com 

Gabi Dukes (706) 222-4808 gdukes@securityfederalbank.com 

John Girardeau (803) 641-3044 jgirardeau@securityfederalbank.com 

Kathi Snipes (803) 739-6105 ksnipes@securityfederalbank.com 

Security Federal Loan Officers: Christine Lewis (803) 641-3019 clewis@securityfederalbank.com 

Josh Booth (803) 644-2688 jbooth@securityfederalbank.com 

Virginia Girardeau Smith (803) 641-4469 virginias@securityfederalbank.com 

Applicant criteria : home being purchased to be within the city limits of Aiken and Security Federal Bank 
target market. Household income maximum is based on HU D's Calculation of Income Limit Program 
Parameters. 

Security Federal Bank personnel should verify that property is in our target market and verify with 
Sabina Craig at the City of Aiken that it is within the city limits. 

Normal processing for EQUIP loans applies except for HUD income levels and definitions of income. On 
anything close, please consult with someone and re-check HUD guidelines for income. 

During processing, please scan through encrypted email verifications of income: VOE, pay stub, and tax 
return . 

Confirm with Sabina Craig that income qualifies. 

Process and underwrite the loan. Remember to refer to Financial Counseling for counseling session(s). 

When preparing for closing, contact Sabina Craig with down payment and closing costs and any 
estimated amount that will go toward principal of the loan. City's grant is $16,000 per loan up to 15 
loans. 

Have the closing attorney prepare a "soft second" in favor of the City of Aiken for $16,000 for a 30-year 
term with language that the second can be released after 15 years if the borrower maintains the 
property as their primary residence and the first mortgage is current. 
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City of Aiken/Security Federal Bank Bullet Points for EQUIP Page two of two 

After the closing is consummated, please notify Sabina Craig, Roy Lindburg, and Kathi Snipes that the 
loan did close and the loan amount. 

Kathi Snipes or Roy Lindburg will keep an internal list of successful program closings. 

The program is for purchases only, but qualifying improvements can be included up to $25,000 and must 
be completed with in 30 days of closing. 

Maximum loan is $250,000 up to 100% LTV. Maximum purchase or purchase plus improvements is 
$295,000 so down payment would be required on any loan over $250,000. 

On loans of $250,000 or less, at least $1,000 from the borrower(s) needs to be put into the deal. 

If any questions, please ask. 

AGENDA ITEM #(4)

(4) Approval of a Resolution to Approve Revised EQUIP Mortgage Program M... Page 454 of 565



Exhibit E 1/23 
ASK ABOUT THE 

ik 
UI 

I ec rity deral 
Mortgage Program 

FIXED RATE 
PURCHASE OR REFINANCE 

ID 100% MAX LTV ON PURCHASE 
• 85% MAX LTV ON REFINANCE 

NO APPLICATION FEE 
NO ORIGINATION OR UNDERWRITING FEES 
NO PRIVATE MORTGAGE INSURANCE 
PRIMARY RESIDENCE ONLY 

SUBJECT DWELLING MUST BE IN A SECURITY FEDERAL BANK COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION DESIGNATED TRACT. LOAN AMOUNT MAY NOT EXCEED $250,000. 

REFER TO THE MOST RECENT HUD TABLE FOR AUG USTA-RICHMOND GA-SC AREA FOR 

INCOME LIMITS. LOAN APPROVAL IS SUBJECT TO CREDIT AND COLLATERAL 

QUALIFICATIONS. PROPERTY INSURANCE AND, IF APPLICABLE, FLOOD INSURANCE ARE 
REQUIRED. 

Securi 
Federa 
Bank~ 

NML S #456430 Member FDIC 

Reach out to us for additional 
information! 

803-641-3000 
www.securityfederalbank.com 
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Exhibit D 1/23 Page one of two 

CITY OF AIKEN/SFB EQUIP for CDFI Targeted Areas Within City Limits 

HIGHLIGHTS OF PROGRAM: 

• Must be in CDFI targeted area within SFB market & within Aiken city limits . 

o FFIEC link: https://geomap.ffiec.gov/FFIECGeocMap/GeocodeMap1.aspx 

• USE 2021 drop down to get information. 

o CDFI link: https:ljreferrals/MembersOnly/CDFl.aspx 

o If new construction with no property address, send to Tammy Hasty for determination along with copy 

of deed, tax bill or parcel number. Also verify City of Aiken location eligibility with the City. 

• Income limits (Household)- see HUD table for guidelines for low to moderate income borrowers 

• Sales Price on purchases is limited to $295,000 

• Loan amounts up to $250,000 

• Minor repair escrows available. Value/acquisition+ repairs for a purchase will be limited to $295,000. Repairs 
limited to roof replacement, HVAC replacement and other minor cosmetic repairs not to exceed $25,000. 
Repairs must be backed up with written fixed contracts by licensed subcontractors or builders. Repairs must be 
completed within 30 days or less from closing. 

• 100% LTV* (excluding Construction Perm loans) subject to maximum loan of $250,000 

• Borrower Minimum Investment: $1,000 

• Seller paid closing costs allowed up to 6% 

• City will pay up to $15,000 for down payment assistance and $1,000 for closing costs. Amounts 
over $1,000 will go to reduction of borrower's principal. A 2nd mortgage will be recorded to City 
of Aiken. The City will need proof of income. 

• Refinances: 

o Benefit Statement must be completed to show benefit to borrower 

o LTV limited to 85% (including cash out and rate/term) 

o No appraisal required under $75,000 - internal assessment will be completed 

o No Title Insurance under $150,000 on refinance transactions 

o Values on refinances will be limited to $295,000 (max loan amount remains $250k) 

• Debt to Income Limits: 30% payment to income/ 43% total debt to income 

• No Mortgage Insurance (PMI) required 

• No 2nd homes 

• Minimum Credit Score 600 

o Borrowers with no traditional credit : 
• On an exception basis borrowers without standard proven credit history, SFB will determine 

approval status by using non-traditional sources of credit such as rent, owner financing, utility 
bills, etc. There will be a requirement of 3 satisfactory trade lines. These must be backed up by 
canceled checks and bank statements for a minimum of 1 year. In these cases the IN PERSON 
interview by SFB Financial Counselors will be a key element of these situations. In many 
instances the counseling may take a period of time before approval status can be determined. 

• No Origination, Underwriting or Application fees 

• Must have at least one Face to Face session with a Financial Counselor (Gabi Dukes, Kathi Snipes, Charmaine 
Howell or Ch ristine Lewis) 
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Exhibit D 1/23 (continued) Page two of two 

* LTV= loan to value 

For Internal Use only, not intended for marketing. 

Revised August 14, 2023 
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CITY OF AIKEN 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

The City of Aiken will hold a public hearingto sQlicit comments.-re.gardjngthe 

reallocation of Program Income from-its 2020-2021 Community Development 

Block Grant (CDBG) allocation from the Department of Housing and Urban 

Development (HUb). The Program Income will be reallocated from a 

Closing Cost Assistance Program to a Down Payment Assistance Program 

help qualified low-and-moderate income home buyers within the city limits 

of Aiken. A public hearing vvill take place on Thursday, July 6, 2023 at 

5:30 p.m. in the Lessie B. Price Senior & Youth Center located at 

841 Edgefield Ave, NW, Aiken, SC. 

Individuals needing special assistance or sign interpreter to participate in the 

meeting, please notify call 803-642-7606 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting. 
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THE CITY OF AIKEN 
 

Memorandum 
 
Date: 14 Aug 2023 
To: City Council 
From: Stuart T. Bedenbaugh, City Manager 
Subject: Approval of a Resolution to Accept Deed of Dedication for Street, Water 

and Sanitary Sewer Lines and Easements in Kemper Downs Phase 2. 
 
  
Metro Homesites, LLC has requested that the City accept a deed of dedication for the 
right of way known as Bay Meadows Drive, the water lines, sanitary sewer lines and 
stormwater lines within the right of way, valves and related equipment and associated 
easements in Kemper Downs, Phase 2.  Kemper Downs is located off of Pine Log Road. 
  
Our Engineering staff has reviewed this request and has recommended that the City 
accept this deed of dedication for the portion of Bay Meadow Drive's curb and gutters, 
sidewalks, sanitary sewer lines, water lines, stormwater only within the right of way, 
valves and related equipment and associated easements shown on the Utility As-Built plat 
for Kemper Downs Phase 2 dated February 7, 2023.  The stormwater pond is not being 
accepted at this time. 
 
For Council consideration is approval of a resolution accepting a deed of dedication for 
the street, utility systems and related equipment and easements in Kemper Downs Phase 
2 as indicated on the as-builts.     
  

 
Stuart T. Bedenbaugh 
City Manager 
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    RESOLUTION:      
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ACCEPTANCE OF A  
DEED OF DEDICATION FOR KEMPER DOWN, PHASE2 

 
WHEREAS, Metro Homesites, LLC is the owner of that certain right of way known as Bay 
Meadows Drive; and 
 
WHEREAS, Metro Homesites, LLC is also the owner of the following infrastructure: 
 

1. All sanitary sewer lines, water lines, including but not limited to all pipes, mains, 
manholes, valves, meters and similar equipment described on the plat of this property 
and referenced in the “Deed of Dedication and Easement for Streets and Utility 
Systems - Kemper Down, Phase 2” – which is attached hereto and incorporated 
herein by reference, together with a non-exclusive and perpetual easement on each 
side of the sanitary sewer lines as shown on said plat for the use, maintenance, and 
repair of the sanitary sewer lines, together with a non-exclusive and perpetual 
easement on each side of the water lines as shown on said plat for the use, 
maintenance, and repair of the water lines; and 

2. Any portion of the property containing and encompassing all of the sanitary sewer 
lines, storm water collection systems located within right of ways, valves, 
connections, and related infrastructure, and appurtenances shown on the above-
referenced plat [excluding storm water detention areas and storm water systems not in 
the right of way located on the property shown on the aforesaid plat];and 

3. All (a) curbs and gutters located within the aforesaid right of way of the streets and 
roadways; (b) sidewalks located within the aforesaid right of way of the streets and 
roadways: (c) sanitary sewerage collection systems including lift stations, if 
applicable, located on the property shown on the aforesaid plat; (d) storm water 
collection system, excluding storm water detention areas and storm water systems not 
in the right of way located on the property shown on the aforesaid plat; and (e) a 
perpetual and non-exclusive easement and right-of-way for streets, sidewalks, 
sanitary sewage and storm water collection systems [excluding storm water detention 
areas and storm water systems not in the right of way] located on the property shown 
on the aforesaid plat, as well as necessary ingress and egress to reach the aforesaid; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, the Engineering and Utilities Department has reviewed this proposed dedication 
and is recommending acceptance of the street, utilities and easements; and  
 
WHEREAS, the property and utilities are being donated to the City of Aiken and will benefit the 
City of Aiken; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Aiken has concluded that the acceptance of this donated 
property and the performance of the obligations associated with this real property is essential to 
the general health, safety, welfare and economic stability of the City and is in the best interest of 
its citizens. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the City of Aiken hereby accepts 
the donation of the right of way known as Bay Meadows Drive; all sanitary sewer lines, water 
lines, storm water collection system [excluding storm water detention areas and storm water 
systems not in the right of way], and related equipment; and all water, sanitary sewer and storm 
water easements [excluding storm water detention areas and storm water systems not in the right 
of way] from the Owner as more particularly set forth in Exhibit “A.”  The Mayor of the City of 
Aiken, by and with the attestation of the City Clerk, is authorized to execute any and all 
documents necessary to accept these donations including, but not limited to, acceptance of deeds 
from all owners of record and any letters evidencing the acceptance of donated property from the 
owners. 
 
ADOPTED by the Council of the City of Aiken at  regular     meeting    held   this      day          
of     , 2023, at which a quorum was present and voting. 
 
 
       _______________________________ 
       MAYOR 
 
APPROVED:      ATTEST: 
 
_______________________________  _______________________________ 
CITY ATTORNEY     CITY CLERK 
 
I:\Ordinances\Deed of Dedication - Kemper Down  Ph.2 - Street, Water, Sanitary Sewer and Stormwater 2023-08-14.doc 
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ST A TE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

COUNTY OF AIKEN 

DEED OF DEDICATION AND EASEMENT FOR 
STREETS AND UTILITY SYSTEMS 

KEMPER DOWN, PHASE 2 

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS, that METRO HOMESITES, LLC, a Georgia 
Corporation, duly authorized to transact business in South Carolina, (referred to as, the "Grantor"), for and in 
consideration of the payment of TEN AND NO/100 DOLLARS ($ I 0.00) and dedication of the within 
described property for the public good, paid by CITY OF AIKEN, a municipal corporation and political 
subdivision of the State of South Carolina, with an address of 214 Park Avenue, Aiken, SC 29801 
("Grantee"), the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, has granted, bargained, sold, quitclaimed and 
released and by these presents does grant, bargain, sell, quitclaim and release, subject to current taxes and all 
easements, covenants, conditions, restrictions, and other matters of record, unto Grantee the following 
described property: 

All that certain piece, parcel or tract of land, with any improvements located thereon, situate, lying 
and being in the City of Aiken, County of Aiken, in the State of South Carolina, being shown and designated 
as those certain portions of Bay Meadows Drive (a 46-foot public right-of-way being shown on a plat 
prepared by Southern Partners, Inc., dated February 7, 2023 , revised on April 3 2023 , and recorded on May 
3, 2023 , in Plat Book _M_, page _fil_, in the Office of the R.M.C. of Aiken County; reference being made 
to said plat for a more complete and accurate description as to the metes, bounds and location of said 
property. 

All sanitary sewer lines, water lines and related equipment, including but not limited to all pipes, 
mains, manholes, valves, meters and similar equipment in any way connected therewith located within the 
property described on aforesaid plat and incorporated herein, together with a non-exclusive and perpetual 
easement over the area that is ten (I 0) feet on each side of the sanitary sewer lines as shown on said plat for 
access to and maintenance and repair of said I ines and equipment, with Grantor reserving the right to the use 
of said easement areas for all purposes not inconsistent with the Grantee's rights to the use, maintenance, and 
repair of the sanitary sewer lines within said easement areas; and also together with a non-exclusive and 
perpetual easement over the area that is seven and one-half (7.5) feet on each side of the water lines as shown 
on said plat for access to and maintenance and repair of said I ines and equipment, with Gran tor reserving the 
right to the use of said easement areas for all purposes not inconsistent with the Grantee's rights to the use, 
maintenance, and repair of the water lines within said easement areas. 

TOGETHER WITH any and all portion of said property containing and encompassing all of the 
sanitary sewer lines, storm water collection systems located within right of ways, valves, connections, and 
related infrastructure, and appurtenances to said premises belonging or in any way incident or appertaining, 
located within said property in accordance with and as shown on the above-referenced plat. 

00489327- 1 
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TOGETHER WITH all (a) curbs and gutters located within the aforesaid right of way of the streets 
and roadways; (b) sidewalks located within the aforesaid right of way of the streets and roadways; ( c) sanitary 
sewerage collection systems including lift stations, if applicable, located on the property shown on the 
aforesaid plat; (d) storm water collection system, excluding storm water detention areas and storm water 
systems not in the right of way located on the property shown on the aforesaid plat; and (e) a perpetual and 
non-exclusive easement and right-of-way for streets, sidewalks, sanitary sewage and storm water collection 
systems located on the property shown on the aforesaid plat, as well as the necessary ingress and egress to 
reach the aforesaid. 

TOGETHER WITH all and singular the rights, members, hereditaments and appurtenances to said 
property belonging or in any wise incident or appertaining (the "Property"). 

TO HA VE AND TO HOLD all and singular the Property before mentioned unto Grantee in fee 
simple and easement forever. 

This Deed of Dedication is expressly conditioned upon approval by the Aiken City Council and shall 
be null and void ifit is not accepted by the Aiken City Council. Should this Deed of Dedication be approved 
and accepted by the Aiken City Council, then Grantee shall assume responsibility for the maintenance and 
repair of the systems described herein, and Grantor shall be released from any obligations with respect 
thereto. In the event Grantee disturbs any ground during the exercise of its easement rights granted herein, 
Grantee shall return such ground to its substantially pre-disturbed condition in a commercially reasonable 
manner and time frame. 

The terms "Grantor" and "Grantee" to include the plural as well as the singular, and heirs, legal 
representatives, successors and assigns, or other words of inheritance as shall be required by the gender of 
Grantor or Grantee. Any reference to one gender shall include the others, including the neuter. This 
instrument may be executed in counterparts. 

[EXECUTION ON FOLLOWING PAGE] 
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........ - -

Gran tor has executed this Deed of Dedication under seal this \~ day of ~0\-4 , 2023. 
\ 

State of ~ ufu Co ..--ol~ t4.. C\. ) 
) 

County of ~ ~ - \ ) 

As its Manager 

Acknowledgment 

-,.. __ 

I, !<roe\'!\':\"\ O\AACt a notary public for the State and County aforesaid, do hereby certify 
that Mark Gilliam, on behalf of Gr~, personally appeared before me this day and acknowledged the due 
execution of the foregoing instrument. 

- Noj:a.ry ,Public 
-!;1y Commission Expires: 

- - .... _,_ 

· · e J..!? day of ~ • 2023 . 

LYN YOUNG 
l\lhr~...i blic - South Carolina 

My Commission Expires October.25, 2028 

00489327-1 
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This Deed of Dedication has been accepted by Grantee this __ day of ____ , 2021. 

Witness 

Witness 

State of South Carolina 

County of Aiken 

CITY OF AIKEN, a municipal corporation and 
political subdivision of the State of South 
Carolina 

By: ________ _ 

Print Name: -------

As its: ---------

Attest: ---------

Print Name: -------

As its: ---------

(Seal) 

Acknowledgment 

I, __________ , a notary public for the State and County aforesaid, do hereby certify 
that _________ and ________ _, on behalf of Grantee, personally appeared before 
me this day and acknowledged the due execution of the foregoing instrument. 

Witness my hand and official seal this the _ day of ___ , 2021. 

Notary Public (Notarial Seal) 
My Commission Expires: 

00489327-1 4 
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ENGINEERING & UTILITIES 
P.O. Box 1177 
Aiken, South Carolina 29802 
Phone: 803.642 .7610 FAX: 803.642.7717 

Memorandum 

July 19, 2023 

To: Stuart Bedenbaugh, City Manager 

From: Mike Przybylowicz, Engineering & Utilities Director 

Subject: Deed of Dedication for Acceptance of Kemper Downs Phase 2 to the City of Aiken. 

Metro Homesites, LLC. is the owner of certain portion of street, road and lane known as Bay Meadows 

Drive, but only those indicated sanitary sewer lines, water lines, stormwater lines within the right of 

way, valves, and other related equipment and associated easements (10' centerline of all sanitary sewer 

lines) & (7.5' centerline of all water lines), located on indicated portions of the property known as 

Kemper Downs, Phase 2. 

Only the certain portion of Bay Meadow Drive's curb and gutters, sidewalks, sanitary sewer lines, water 

lines, stormwater only within the right of way, valves and related equipment shown on the submitted 

Util ity As-Built and Recorded Plat for Kemper Downs, Phase 2. Prepared for Metro Homesites, LLC. and 

prepared by Southern Partners, Inc. dated February 7, 2023. 

Engineering and Utilities Department has reviewed and determined that all of the utilities in this 

proposed dedication meet City requirements and is recommending acceptance of the utilities and their 

related easements. 

It is recommended that the attached deed of dedication and accompanying resolution be brought 

before the City of Aiken Council, for acceptance and adoption 

cc. Mary Tilton, Assistant City Manager 
Marya Moultrie, Planning Director 
Thomas Parrott, City Engineer 
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THE CITY OF AIKEN 
 

Memorandum 
 
Date: 14 Aug 2023 
To: City Council 
From: Stuart T. Bedenbaugh, City Manager 
Subject: Appoval of Resolution to Accept Deed of Dedication for Water, Storm 

Sewer, and Sanitary Sewer Lines and Easements in Woodside Plantation 
Summer Hill-Phase 4 Section 15. 

 
  
Diana Peters, of the Reserve at Hollow Creek LLC, has requested that the City accept a 
Deed of Dedication for the water, storm sewer and sanitary sewer lines, related 
equipment, and easements for access and maintenance over a portion of the roadways of 
Summer Winds Circle, Commonwealth Way and Beauty Berry Way.   This dedication of 
the utility systems is in Summer Hill in the Reserve at Hollow Creek Phase 4, Section 15 
of Woodside Plantation. 
  
Our City Engineering staff has reviewed this request and has recommended that the City 
accept this Deed of Dedication for the water, storm sewer and sanitary sewer lines and 
associated equipment and easements. 
  
For Council consideration is approval of a resolution accepting the Deed of Dedication 
for the water, storm sewer and sanitary sewer lines and associated equipment and 
easements in Woodside Plantation, Summer Hill, Phase 4, Section 15. 
  

 
Stuart T. Bedenbaugh 
City Manager 
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  RESOLUTION:       
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ACCEPTANCE OF A  
DEED OF DEDICATION FOR WOODSIDE PLANTATION, PHASE 4, SECTION 15 

 
WHEREAS, Reserve at Hollow Creek, LLC is the owner of those certain storm sewer lines, 
sanitary sewer lines, water lines, valves and other related equipment; and non-exclusive and 
perpetual easement for access, maintenance, repair and replacement of said lines and equipment; 
all located in Woodside Plantation, Phase 4, Section 15 and is ready to dedicate this property to 
the City of Aiken. The property is more particularly shown in Exhibit “A” – “Deed of Dedication 
and Easement for Water, Sanitary Sewer and Storm Water Systems – Woodside Plantation, 
Phase 4, Section 15” - which is attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Engineering and Utilities Department has reviewed this proposed dedication 
and is recommending acceptance of the street, utilities and easements; and  
 
WHEREAS, the property and utilities are being donated to the City of Aiken and will benefit the 
City of Aiken; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Aiken has concluded that the acceptance of this donated 
property and the performance of the obligations associated with this real property is essential to 
the general health, safety, welfare and economic stability of the City and is in the best interest of 
its citizens. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the City of Aiken hereby accepts 
the donation of those certain storm sewer lines, sanitary sewer lines, water lines, valves and other 
related equipment; and non-exclusive and perpetual easement for access, maintenance, repair and 
replacement of said lines and equipment from the Owner as more particularly set forth in Exhibit 
“A.”  The Mayor of the City of Aiken, by and with the attestation of the City Clerk, is authorized 
to execute any and all documents necessary to accept these donations including, but not limited 
to, acceptance of deeds from all owners of record and any letters evidencing the acceptance of 
donated property from the owners. 
 
ADOPTED by the Council of the City of Aiken at     regular    meeting      held    this        
day of      , 2023, at which a quorum was present and voting. 
 
 
       _______________________________ 
       MAYOR 
 
APPROVED:      ATTEST: 
 
_______________________________  _______________________________ 
CITY ATTORNEY     CITY CLERK 
 
I:\Ordinances\Resolution-Deed of Dedication - Woodside Ph. 4 Sec. 15 - Summer Hill-water sewer storm water 2023-08-14.doc 
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ST A TE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

COUNTY OF AlKEN 

) 
) 
) 

DEED OF DEDICATION AND EASEMENT 
FOR WATER, SANITARY SEWER 
AND STORM SEWER SYSTEMS 

WOODSIDE PLANTATION 
PHASE 4, SECTION 15 

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS: 

That RESERVE AT HOLLOW CREEK, LLC, a South Carolina limited liability company 

(hereinafter called "Grantor"), for and in consideration of Ten and Noll 00 Dollars ($10.00), by way of 

dedication and for other good and valuable consideration, to it in hand paid at and before the sealing of 

these presents by THE CITY OF AlKEN, a municipal corporation and political subdivision of the State of 

South Carolina with an address of Post Office Box 1177, Aiken, South Carolina 29802 (hereinafter called 

"Grantee"), the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, has remised, released and forever quitclaimed 

and does remise, release and forever quit-claim unto Grantee, its successors and assigns, all of its right, 

title and interest in and to the following described property: 

All storm sewer lines, sanitary sewer lines, water lines, valves and other related 
equipment and apparatus as shown on that certain Storm As-Built, Water As-Built and 
Sewer As-Built for Woodside Plantation, Summer Hill, Phase IV, Section 15, prepared 
for The Reserve at Hollow Creek, LLC by Southern Partners Engineering & Land 
Surveying Company, Inc. and William F. Todd, Jr. , SC RLS No. 12844 dated July 17, 
2023, consisting of three (3) sheets and attached hereto and incorporated herein as 
Exhibit A to this Deed of Dedication and Easement (the "As-Builts"). 

Together with a non-exclusive and perpetual easement for access, maintenance, repair 
and replacement of said lines and equipment over the roadways designated as a portion of 
Summer Winds Circle, a portion of Commonwealth Way and a portion of Beauty Berry 
Way on the As-Builts and over all land with ten feet (10') of the centerline of the storm 
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sewer lines and sanitary sewer lines and seven and one-half feet (7 .5 ') of the centerline 
of water lines as shown on the As-Builts. 

The premises are granted together with all the rights, members, hereditaments and appurtenances 

belonging or in any wise incident or appertaining to them . 

TO HA VE AND TO HOLD, the premises to Grantee, its successors and assigns forever; so that 

neither Grantor nor Grantor's successors and assigns, nor any other person or persons, claiming under it 

or them, shall at any time, by any ways or means have, claim or demand any right or title to the above 

mentioned premises or appurtenances, or any part or parcel of them, forever. 

This Deed of Dedication is expressly conditioned upon approval by the Aiken City Council and 

shall be null and void if it is not accepted by the Aiken City Council. Should this Deed of Dedication be 

approved and accepted by Aiken City County, then Grantee shall assume responsibility for the 

maintenance and repair of the systems described herein and Grantor shall be released from any and all 

obligations with respect thereto. 

WITNESS the Hand and Seal of the Grantor this I 1i},;y o~ 

SIGNED, SEALED AND DELIVERED 
IN THE PRESENCE OF 

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
COUNTY OF AIKEN 

RESERVE AT HOLLOW CREEK, LLC 

BY: L1luu d::&. ~ 
Diana Peters, Attorney in Fact 
(Record Book 4143, Page 378) 

I, the undersigned notary, do hereby certify that Reserve at Hollow Creek, LLC by Diana Peters, Attorney in 
Fact, personally appeared before me this day and acknowledged the due execution of the foregoing 
instrument. 

cial seal this the I 7 day of\ } U / j 

L) l irt:::. . , 3rd zij2.3 
My 9ommi~sioil"E~_pir.es: ---------~'/ Commission B(plreS July Z 1 _✓-
[NOTARY SEAL] 
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This Deed of Dedication has been accepted by Grantee this __ day of _ _______ _ 
20 

SIGNED, SEALED AND DELIVERED 
IN THE PRESENCE OF 

Witness 

Notary Public 

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
COUNTY OF AIKEN 

THE CITY OF AIKEN 

By: - --- -------
As Its Mayor 

Attest: - ---------
As Its Clerk 

I, the undersigned notary, do hereby certify that the City of Aiken by _______ , as its 
Mayor, and by _ _ _______ , as its Clerk, personally appeared before me this day and 
acknowledged the due execution of the foregoing instrument. 

Witness my hand and official seal this the __ day of , 20 __ 
----- -

Notary Public for the State of -------
My Commission Expires: _______ _ 

[NOTARY SEAL] 
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Exhibit A 

As-Builts consisting of three (3) sheets are attached. 
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ENGINEERING & UTILITIES 
P.O. Box 1177 
Aiken, South Carolina 29802 
Phone: 803.642.7610 FAX: 803 .642 . 7717 

Memorandum 

July 24, 2023 

To: Stuart Bedenbaugh, City Manager 

From: Mike Przybylowicz, Engineering & Utilities Director 

Subject : Deed of Dedication for Acceptance of Woodside Plantation, Summer Hill, Phase IV 
Section 15 Reserve at Hollow Creek, LLC to the City of Aiken . 

Reserve at Hollow Creek, LLC. is the owner of certain portions of street, road and lane known as Summer 

Winds Circle, a portion of Commonwealth Way, a portion of Beauty Berry Way and only those storm 

sewer, sanitary sewer lines, water lines, valves, and other related equipment and associated easements 

(10' centerline of all storm and sanitary sewer lines) & (7.5' centerline of all water lines), located on 

indicated portions of the property known as Woodside Plantation, Summer Hill, Phase IV, Section 15. 

Only the storm sewer, sanitary sewer lines, wate r lines and valves and related equipment shown on the 

submitted Utility As-Built for Woodside Plantation Phase IV, section 10-b as prepared for The Reserve at 

Hollow Creek, LLC by Southern Partners, Inc., Southern Partners Engineering and Land Surveying 

Company, Inc., and William F. Todd Jr., dated June 23, 2022 . 

Engineering and Utilities Department has reviewed and determined that all of the utilities in this 

proposed dedication meet City requirements and is recommending acceptance of the utilities and their 

related easements. 

It is recommended that the attached deed of dedication and accompanying resolution be brought 

before the City of Aiken Council, for acceptance and adoption 

cc. Mary C. Lawton, Assistant City Manager 
Thomas Parrott, City Engineer 
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THE CITY OF AIKEN 
 

Memorandum 
 
Date: 14 Aug 2023 
To: City Council 
From: Stuart T. Bedenbaugh, City Manager 
Subject: Approval of a Resolution to Accept Deed of Dedication for Water Lines and 

Related Equipment and Easements from Tulsiraj, Inc. 
 
  
A request has been received from Tulsiraj, Inc.  that the City accept a deed of dedication 
for the water lines and related equipment and associated easements for Aiken Travel 
Center (Mo's Convenience Store and Retail).   Aiken Travel Center is located on 
Richland Avenue E.  at Beaufort Street.    
  
Our Engineering staff has reviewed this request and has recommended that the City 
accept this deed of dedication for the water lines and related equipment and associated 
easements from Tulsiraj, Inc. for Aiken Travel Center on Richland Avenue E. 
  
For Council consideration is approval of a resolution accepting a deed of dedication for 
the water lines and related equipment and easements from Tulsiraj, Inc.  at the Aiken 
Travel Center located on Richland Avenue E. 
  

 
Stuart T.  Bedenbaugh 
City Manager 
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RESOLUTION:    
 

 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ACCEPTANCE OF A  

DEED OF DEDICATION FROM TULSIRAJ, INC. 
 
WHEREAS, Tulsiraj, Inc. is the owner of certain water lines and related equipment, including 
but not limited all pipes, mains, manholes, valves, meters and similar equipment and their 
associated easements located in the City of Aiken and is ready to dedicate these utilities, and 
their associated easements to the City of Aiken. The property is more particularly shown in 
Exhibit “A” – “Deed of Dedication and Easement for Utility Systems – Aiken Travel Center: 
Tulsiraj, Inc.” - which is attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Engineering and Utilities Department has reviewed this proposed dedication 
and is recommending acceptance of these utilities and easements; and  
 
WHEREAS, the property and utilities are being donated to the City of Aiken and will benefit the 
City of Aiken; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Aiken has concluded that the acceptance of this donated 
property and utilities and the performance of the obligations associated with this real property is 
essential to the general health, safety, welfare and economic stability of the City and is in the 
best interest of its citizens; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the City of Aiken hereby accepts 
the donation of certain water lines and related equipment, including but not limited all pipes, 
mains, manholes, valves, meters and similar equipment and their associated easements from the 
Owner as more particularly set forth in Exhibit “A.”  The Mayor of the City of Aiken, by and 
with the attestation of the City Clerk, is authorized to execute any and all documents necessary to 
accept these donations including, but not limited to, acceptance of deeds from all owners of 
record and any letters evidencing the acceptance of donated property from the owners. 
 
ADOPTED by the Council of the City of Aiken at regular meeting held this        day           
of      ,  2023, at which a quorum was present and voting. 
 
 
       _______________________________ 
       MAYOR 
 
APPROVED:      ATTEST: 
 
_______________________________  _______________________________ 
CITY ATTORNEY     CITY CLERK 
 
I:\Ordinances\Deed of Dedication - Tulsiraj Inc. - Water only- Moe's Gas Station-Richland and Beaufort  2023-08-14.doc 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

COUNTY OF AIKEN 

) 

) 

) 

) 

DEED OF DEDICATION AND EASEMENT FOR 
UTILITY SYSTEMS 

Aiken Travel Center (Mo's) 
Tulsiraj, Inc. 

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS, that, Tulsiraj, Inc. a Georgia corporation 
(the "Grantor"), for and in consideration of the payment of TEN AND NO/100 DOLLARS 
($10.00) and dedication of the within described property for the public good, paid by CITY 
OF AIKEN, a municipal corporation and political subdivision of the State of South 
Carolina, with an address of 111 Chesterfield St, SW, Aiken, SC 29801 ("Grantee"), the 
receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, has granted, bargained, sold, quitclaimed and 
released and by these presents does grant, bargain, sell, quitclaim and release, subject to 
current taxes and all easements, covenants, conditions, restrictions, and other matters of 
record, unto Grantee the following described property: 

All water lines and related equipment, including but not limited to all pipes, mains, 
manholes, valves, meters and similar equipment in any way connected therewith 
located within the property described more particularly on Exhibit A attached 
hereto and incorporated herein, together with a non-exclusive and perpetual easement 
over the area that is seven and one-half (7 .5) feet on each side of the water lines as 
shown on said plat for access to and maintenance and repair of said lines and 
equipment, with Grantor reserving the right to the use of said easement areas for 
all purposes not inconsistent with the Grantee's rights to the use, maintenance, and 
repair of the water lines within said easement areas. 

TOGETHER WITH al I and singular the rights, members, hereditaments and appurtenances to 
said property belonging or in any wise incident or appertaining (the "Property"). 

TO HA VE AND TO HOLD all and singular the Property before mentioned unto Grantee in 
fee simple and easement forever. 
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This Deed of Dedication is expressly conditioned upon approval by the Aiken City Council 
and shall be null and void if it is not accepted by the Aiken City Council. Should this Deed of 
Dedication be approved and accepted by the Aiken City Council, then Grantee shall assume 
responsibility for the maintenance and repair of the systems described herein, and Grantor shall be 
released from any obligations with respect thereto. In the event Grantee disturbs any ground during 
the exercise of its easement rights granted herein, Grantee shall return such ground to its 
substantially pre-disturbed condition in a commercially reasonable manner and time frame. 

The terms "Grantor" and "Grantee" to include the plural as well as the singular, and heirs, 
legal representatives, successors and assigns, or other words of inheritance as shall be required by 
the gender of Grantor or Grantee. Any reference to one gender shall include the others, including 
the neuter. This instrument may be executed in counterparts. 

[EXECUTION ON FOLLOWING PAGES] 

2 
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~ Grantor has executed this Deed of Dedication under seal as of the 2, Qd_ day of 

1tt:Vj115t: ,2023. 

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

COUNTY OF AIKEN 

My Commission Expires: 

\lr~ )rA1 
(Notarial Seal) 

) 
) 

) 

TulsITaj, fac ~ 

By: ____ ~--~ --------
Managing Member- Atul Patel 

G;J+;j ~-~/\« 

I, ~ G (~ , a Notary Public of the County and State of 
aforesaid, certify that Atul Patel personally known to me or proven by satisfactory 
evidence, personally appeared before me this day and acknowledged the due execution of 
the forgoing instrument. 

QA a 
Witness my hand and seal this, the ;l_ day of L/8 , \/.)+: 2023 . 

3 
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This Deed of Dedication has been accepted by Grantee this __ Day of _______ _ 
2023 

Witness #1 

Witness #2 

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) 

COUNTY OF AIKEN ) 

CITY OF AIKEN, a municipal 
corporation and political subdivision of 
the State ofSouth Carolina 

By_· _________ _ 

P r i n t Name: 
Its: 

Attest: __________ _ 

Print Name: _________ _ 
Its: ____________ _ 

(Seal) 

WITNESS my hand and _notarial stamp or seal, this __ day of _____ ,2023. 

My Commission Expires: 

[AFFIX NOTARY SEAL/STAMP] 

4858-9846-3603, V. 2 

4 
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Exhibit A 

Reference is hereby made to that certain Water As-Built Easement Plat prepared by Hass and 
Hilderbrand, Inc. for Tulsiraj, Inc. for a certain tract of land located in the City of Aiken, Aiken 
County, South Carolina (The "Easement Plat"), said Easement Plat being recorded in the Aiken 
County RMC office on the __ day of _______ , 2023 in Book __ , Page __ . 

4857-4082-1108, V. 1 

5 
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ENGINEERING & UTILITIES 
P.O. Box 1177 
Ai ken, South Carolina 29802 
Phone: 803 .642. 7610 FAX: 803 .642. 7717 

Memorandum 

August 7, 2023 

To : Stuart Bedenbaugh, City Manager 

From: Mike Przybylowicz, Engineering & Utilities Director 

Subject: 
(Mo's) 

Deed of Dedication for Acceptance of Wate r Line Easement for Aiken Travel Center 

Tulsi raj, Inc., owner of certain property located on Parcels' 121-07-15-001 and Parcel 121-11-02-004 

which holds a certain parcel of land designated as 15' wide Water Line Access Easement. Which 

transverses from Barnwell Ave through tract " B" to the area marked on Tract "A" . 

The Owner Tulsiraj, Inc. has requested that the City of Ai ken to assume ownership of this easement, as 

detailed in the attached exhibits prepared by Haas & Hilderbrand, Inc. 

Our Engineering staff has reviewed the attached deed of dedication and exhibits, and has determined 

that the access easement for the City of Aiken, and meet all City requirements for acceptance. 

It is recommended that the attached deed of dedication and accompanying resolut ion be brought 

before the City of Aiken Council, for acceptance and adoption 

cc. Mary Tilton, Assistant City Manager 
Marya Moultrie, Plann ing Director 
Thomas Parrott, City Engineer 
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THE CITY OF AIKEN 
 

Memorandum 
 
Date: 14 Aug 2023 
To: City Council 
From: Stuart T. Bedenbaugh, City Manager 
Subject: Approval of Resolution to Accept Deed of Dedication for Water Lines and 

Sanitary Sewer Lines and Related Equipment and Easements in Portions of 
Property Known as Rivers Crossing Phase 1. 

 
  
KD Owner 3 LLC has requested that the City accept a Deed of Dedication for the water 
and sanitary sewer lines and related equipment and easements on a portion of the 
property known as Rivers Crossing Phase 1.  Rivers Crossing is located off Edgefield 
Highway near Williams Lane. 
  
Our City Engineering staff has reviewed this request and has recommended that the City 
accept this Deed of Dedication for the water and sanitary sewer lines and associated 
equipment and easements as shown on the utility as-built plat. 
  
For Council consideration is approval of a resolution accepting the Deed of Dedication 
for the water and sanitary sewer lines and associated equipment and easements in Rivers 
Crossing Subdivision Phase 1.   
  

 
Stuart T. Bedenbaugh 
City Manager 
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     RESOLUTION:       
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ACCEPTANCE OF A  
DEED OF DEDICATION FROM KD OWNER 3, LLC 

 
WHEREAS, KD Owner3, LLC is the owner of certain sanitary sewer lines, water lines and 
related equipment and apparatus and their associated easements located in Rivers Crossing 
Subdivision, Phase 1 and is ready to dedicate these utilities, and their associated easements to the 
City of Aiken. The property is more particularly shown in Exhibit “A” – “Deed of Dedication 
and Easement for Utility Systems – Rivers Crossing Subdivision Phase 1” - which is attached 
hereto and incorporated herein by reference; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Engineering and Utilities Department has reviewed this proposed dedication 
and is recommending acceptance of these utilities and easements; and  
 
WHEREAS, the property and utilities are being donated to the City of Aiken and will benefit the 
City of Aiken; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Aiken has concluded that the acceptance of this donated 
property and utilities and the performance of the obligations associated with this real property is 
essential to the general health, safety, welfare and economic stability of the City and is in the 
best interest of its citizens; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the City of Aiken hereby accepts 
the donation of certain sanitary sewer lines, water lines and related equipment and apparatus and 
associated easements from the Owner as more particularly set forth in Exhibit “A.”  The Mayor 
of the City of Aiken, by and with the attestation of the City Clerk, is authorized to execute any 
and all documents necessary to accept these donations including, but not limited to, acceptance 
of deeds from all owners of record and any letters evidencing the acceptance of donated property 
from the owners. 
 
ADOPTED by the Council of the City of Aiken at regular     meeting    held  this                 
day of     , 2023, at which a quorum was present and voting. 
 
 
       _______________________________ 
       MAYOR 
 
APPROVED:      ATTEST: 
 
_______________________________  _______________________________ 
CITY ATTORNEY     CITY CLERK 
 
I:\Ordinances\Resolution-Deed of Dedication - Rivers Crossing - Section One - Water and Sewer 2023-08-14.doc 
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STATE OF SOlITH CAROLINA 

COUNTY OF AIKEN 

) 
) 
) 

DEED OF DEDICATION AND EASEMENT FOR 
UTILITY SYSTEMS 

RIVERS CROSSING SUBDIVISION PHASE I 

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS, that, KD OWNER 3 LLC, a Delaware 
limited liability company, with an address of 320 North Sangamon Street, Suite 1275, Chicago, 
Illinois 60607 ("Grantor"), for and in consideration of the payment of TEN AND NO/100 
DOLLARS ($10.00) and dedication of the within described property for the public good, paid by 
CITY OF AIKEN, a municipal corporation and political subdivision of the State of South Carolina, 
with an address of 111 Chesterfield Street, SW, Aiken, South Carolina 2980 l ("Grantee"), the 
receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, has granted, bargained, sold, quitclaimed and released and 
by these presents docs grant, bargain, sell, quitclaim and release, subject to current taxes and all 
casements, covenants, conditions, restrictions, and other matters of record, unto Grantee the 
following described property: 

All sanitary sewer lines, water lines and related equipment, including but not limited 
to all pipes, mains, manholes, valves, meters and similar equipment in any way 
connected therewith located within the property described more particularly on 
Exhibit A attached hereto and incorporated herein, together with a non-exclusive and 
perpetual easement over the area that is ten ( 10) feet on each side of the sanitary sewer 
lines as shown on said plat for access to and maintenance and repair of said lines and 
equipment, with Grantor reserving the right to the use of said easement areas for all 
purposes not inconsistent with the Grantee's rights to the use, maintenance, and repair 
of the sanitary sewer lines within said easement areas; and also together with a non
exclusive and perpetual easement over the area that is seven and one-half (7 .5) feet on 
each side of the water lines as shown on said plat for access to and maintenance and 
repair of said lines and equipment, with Grantor reserving the right to the use of said 
easement areas for all purposes not inconsistent with the Grantee's rights to the use, 
maintenance, and repair of the water lines within said easement areas. 

TOGETHER WITH all and singular the rights, members, hereditaments and appurtenances 
to said property belonging or in any wise incident or appertaining (the "Property"). 

Rivers Crossing - Phase I 
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TO HA VE AND TO HOLD all and singular the Property before mentioned unto Grantee 
in fee simple and easement forever. 

This Deed of Dedication is expressly conditioned upon approval by the Aiken City Council 
and shall be null and void if it is not accepted by the Aileen City Council. Should this Deed of 
Dedication be approved by the Aileen City Council, then Grantee shall assume responsibility for 
the maintenance and repair of the systems described herein, and Grantor shall be released from 
any obligations with respect thereto. In the event Grantee disturbs any ground during the exercise 
of its easement rights granted herein, Grantee shall return such ground to its substantially pre
disturbed condition in a commercially reasonably manner and time frame. 

The Terms "Grantor" and "Grantee" to include the plural as well as the singular, and heirs, 
legal representatives, successors and assigns, or other words of inheritance as shall be required by 
the gender of Grantor or Grantee. Any reference to one gender shall include the others, including 
the neuter. This instrument may be executed in counterparts. 

[EXECUTION ON FOLLOWING PAGE] 

2 
159582095v3 
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Grantor has executed this Deed of Dedication under seal as of the 4th day of August, 2023. 

Witness , 
Print ~ame: J)J\k / l0h-i~ 

~ 
Print Name: l A;,vy-,,.r C~ 

ST A TE OF -=r:Jf1ND1 !2 

COUNTY OF Cc;oL 

KD OWNER 3 LLC, 
a Delaware limited liability company 

---By:--+-------
Print I m . James C. Athanasopoulos 
Its: Authorized Signatory 

[SEAL] 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

) 
) 
) 

I, the undersigned Notary Public of the County and State aforesaid, certify that James C. 
Athanasopoulos, as Authorized Signatory of KD OWNER 3 LLC, a Delaware limited liability 
company, personally known to me or proved by satisfactory evidence, personally appeared before 
me this day and acknowledged the due execution of the foregoing instrument. 

WITNESS my hand and seal this 'fj!:;--day of August, 2023 ~ -,,~ 
No= e4o°i..S. 
Notary Name Printe~ 1'.kx-.. i 
My Commission Expires: ________ _ 

[NOTARIAL SEAL] 

THERESAltNOfl. 
Offlclal Sul 

Notary Publlc • Stat. of lllfnofs 
M.y Commfssfon EJcpfrftJan 31, 2026 
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This Deed of Dedication has been accepted by Grantee this __ day of ____ _ 
2023. 

Witness#! 
Print Name: __________ _ 

CITY OF AIKEN, a municipal corporation 
and political subdivision of the State of South 
Carolina 

By: _________ _ 

Witness #2 Print Name: --------
Print Name: __________ _ I ts: __________ _ 

Attest: _________ _ 

Print Name: --------
I ts: -----------

[SEAL] 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) 
) 

COUN1YOF AIKEN ) 

I , the undersigned Notary Public of the County and State aforesaid, certify that ___ _, 
as _____ on behalf of the CITY OF AIKEN, a municipal corporation and political 
subdivision of the State of South Carolina, personally known to me or proved by satisfactory 
evidence, personally appeared before me this day and acknowledged the due execution of the 
foregoing instrument. 

WITNESS my hand and seal this __ day of ____ _, 2023. 

Notary Public, State of South Carolina 
Notary Name Printed _________ _ 
My Commission Expires: ________ _ 

[NOTARIAL SEAL] 
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EXHIBIT A 

Legal Description of the Property 

ALL that certain piece, parcel or tract of land, together with any improvements thereon, situate, 
lying and being in Aiken County, South Carolina, shown and designated as "Phase 1 Including 
Proposed R/W Area ... ", measuring and containing 28.74 acres, more or less, as shown on a plat 
prepared by William R. Gore Professional Land Surveyors, Inc., dated October 5, ·2021, and 
recorded in the Office of the RMC for Aiken County, South Carolina, on December 13, 2021, in 
Plat Book 63, Page 635, et seq. The plat is incorporated into this description by this reference, and 
the said tract having such size, shape, metes, bounds, location, and dimensions as shown on the 
above referenced plat. 

TMS No.: 119-17-01-034 

Exhibit A 
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PROJECT DA TA 

\ 
'✓~~"c',1, 

TM 119- 17- 01 - 034 
KO OWNER 3 LLC 
PB 63 PG 635-636 
TOTAL AREA = 28.82 ACRES 
TOTAL NUMBER OF LOTS = 85 
A VERA GE LOT SIZE = 0 78 ACRES 
MINIMUM LOT SIZE= 0.12 ACRES 
ZONING= VD 
ROAD ACREAGE=3.06 ACRES 
DEVELOPER 
BLUE Sl<Y PROPERTIES AND INVESTMENTS LLC 
DA V/0 THOMPSON 
2538 EDGEFIELD ROAD SUI TE 
TRENTON, 5 C. 2984 7 

TELEPHONE 803-270-5530 

I f t£) HEREBY i:ERnFY THAT I (lot£) ARE ll-lE OWNERS 
OF THE PROPERTY SHOHN ON THIS PLAT, "lli,4 T THIS 
F-"..A T WAS MADE FROl,J AN AC!l.JAL SURVE:Y. THAT ALL 
STAfE A.NO COUNTY TAXES OR OTHER ASSESSMENTS 
NOW OU£ CW THIS LANO HA VE: 8££N PAIO, ANO THAT I 
'. ME ) ADOPT fHIS PLAN OF SUBDIVISION M TH M Y (OUR) 
f1?£E CONSENT A.NO DEDICA T£ ALL PARKS. STREETS, 
ANO OTHER OPEN SPACES TO PUBLIC OR PRIVATE US£ 
AS NOTCD. 

DA/£ ___ OWNER, _______ _ _ 

CERTTFICA r£ Of FINAL APPROVAL 

, \ 
\ 
\ 

PURSUANT TO THE SUBDIVISION REGULA nONS OF AIKEN COUNTY, 50/JTH 
CAROLINA, ALL REQUIREMENTS OF WHICH HAVING BEEN FULFILLED, THIS 
FINAL PLAT WAS Gll;cN 4PPROVAL BY THE AIKEN COUNTY PLANNING 
COMMISSION ON ______ 202J. 

EXECUTUJ ON BEHALF OF THE AIKEN COUN TY PLANNING COMMISSION: 

01RECTOR OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

IT IS HEREBY CERTTFIEO THAT TrllS PLAT IS Tl?/JE ANO CORRECT AND 
WAS PREPARED FROM AN ACTUAL SURVEY OF THE PROPERTY B Y ._,E OR 
UNDER MY SUPERVISION, THAT ALL MONUMENTS AND/ OR PINS SHOl>N 
ACTUALL Y EXIST AND THAT ALL ENGINEERING REO/JIREMENTS OF THE 
AIKEN COUNTY 5/JBDIVISIDN REGULATIONS HA i;c BEEN COMPLIED 1<1"t. 

BY· ___________ _ REGISTERED PE: NO. ___ _ 

BY-~ v=-=-..c..c __ _ 
REGISTERED S.C. LAND S/JRVf:Y ND. 11811 
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ENGINEERING & UTILITIES 
P.O. Box 1177 
Aiken, South Carolina 29802 
Phone: 803.642.7610 FAX: 803.642.7717 

Memorandum 

August 1, 2023 

To: Stuart Bedenbaugh, City Manager 

From: Mike Przybylowicz, Engineering & Utilities Director 

Subject: Deed of Dedication for Acceptance of Rivers Crossing Phase 1 to the City of Aiken. 

KD OWNER 3 LLC, a Delaware limited liability company is the owner of certain portion of 

street, road and lane known as Clam Water ROW, Narrow Bridge Court, and portions of Foggy River 

Drive, but only those indicated sanitary sewer lines, water lines, valves, and other related equipment 

and associated easements (10' centerline of all sanitary sewer lines) & (7 .5' centerline of all water lines), 

located on indicated portions of the property known as Rivers Crossing Phase 1 

Only the certain portion of; sanitary sewer lines, water lines, and valves and related equipment shown 

on the submitted Utility As-Built and Recorded Plat for Rivers Crossing Phase 1. Prepared for KO OWNER 

3, LLC. and prepared by William R. Gore, Professional Land Surveyors, Inc. dated April 7, 2023. 

Engineering and Utilities Department has reviewed and determined that all of the util ities in this 

proposed dedication meet City requirements and is recommending acceptance of the utilities and their 

related easements. 

It is recommended that the attached deed of dedication and accompanying resolution be brought 

before the City of Aiken Council, for acceptance and adoption 

cc . Mary Tilton, Assistant City Manager 
Marya Moultrie, Planning Director 
Thomas Parrott, City Engineer 
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THE CITY OF AIKEN 
 

Memorandum 
 
Date: 14 Aug 2023 
To: City Council 
From: Stuart T. Bedenbaugh, City Manager 
Subject: Approval of Bid for Parking Lot Expansion Project at the Public Safety 

Department on Beaufort Street. 
 
  
As part of the original plans for the Public Safety Building on Beaufort Street, the 
parking lot was to be expanded, but was delayed because of funding.  We have now 
received bids for the expansion of the parking lot.   
 
Five bids were received for the parking lot expansion project.  After reviewing the bids, it 
was determined that Stewart Builders was the lowest bidder at a cost of $487,900.  It is 
anticipated that an additional $20,000 will be needed for electrical installation on the 
metal building being constructed on the property.   
 
Funds are available for the project from 3PSBE (17-2150-425.72-02) in the amount of 
$440,554.82 with the balance of the cost from 4PSREN (18-2150-425.72-02).   
 
For Council consideration is awarding of the bid for the Parking Lot Expansion Project at 
Public Safety Headquarters Building on Beaufort Street to J. E. Stewart Builders in the 
amount of $487,900.00. 
  

 
Stuart T. Bedenbaugh 
City Manager 
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PUBLIC SAFETY 

TO: 

FROM: 

CC: 

DATE: 

RE: 

Public Safety 
P.O Box 1177 
Aiken, South Carolina 29802 
803-642-7620 

MEMORANDUM 

Stuart Bedenbaugh, City Manager 

Charles D. Barranco, Public Safety Direct,@ 

Kymberely Rooks, Finance Director 
Mary Catherine Lawton, Capital Projects Manager 

July 26, 2023 

ADPS Parking Lot Expansion Project 

834 Beaufort Street NE 
Aiken, South Carolina 29801 

Fax: 803-293-7866 
311@cityofaikensc.gov 

On Thursday, July 13, 2023, we received five bids for the Public Safety Headquarters parking lot 
expansion project. After review, J.E. Stewart Builders, Inc. was determined to be the lowest bidder with 
a bid of $487,900. An additional $20,000 is anticipated for electrical installation on the metal building 
being constructed. The available funds for this project are 3PSBE (17-2150-425.72-02) with a balance 
of $440,554.82 and 4PSREN (18-2150-425.72-02) with a balance of $1,886,282.20. The funds from 
3PSBE will be depleted before funds from 4PSREN are used. 

Please present to Council for their consideration. 
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BID TABULATION SHEET 
~ JCCt: - ar ·ine t wner: 1 en e()artmi:nt o II 1c . a ety ate: u ·r . 1me: : 1)111 l)nl 

Bidder's I Quality Plus Services Beam Site Prep l Paveway of Augusta, Contractor's South RD Brown J.E. Stewart Builders 
Name and Address I 03 Main Street, S 724 W . Five lnc. P.O. Box 5070 Contractors 23 7 Chesterfield 

New Ellenton, SC Notch Road 306 Silver Bluff Road Aiken, SC 29804 410 Carolina Street, N 

29809 North Augusta, Aiken, SC 29803 803-471-2800 Springs Road Aiken, SC 2980 I 

843-625-1027 SC 29860 803-642-6396 
n. page@contractorssouth North Augusta, SC 803-648-4605 I 

rivera l@qpsisbest.co 706-593-0312 info@pavewayofaugus 
.com 

29841 
Nathan@stewartbuild 

ers.com 
m chad@bsp- ta.com bhowie@browntrust 

p . ADPS P k' Lo 0 A.k D f P bl' S f D J I 13 2023 T' 3 00 

construction.com ed.com I 

Bid Security ✓ Did not Bid ✓ Did not Bid ✓ ✓ 
Furnished 

I 
I 

Addendum# 1 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Acknowledged 

I -I I 

Addendum# 2 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ Acknowledged 

Total Bid including 
$532,261.00 $522,208.00 $1,179,000.00 $487,900.00 Allowance's 

I I I 

~ " 
Certified By. ~ -m-..--(rz;-r--l~-7- W 1tnessed By: 
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THE CITY OF AIKEN 

Memorandum 

Date August 14, 2023 

To City Council 

From Stuart T. Bedenbaugh, City Manager 

Subject: __ ~Is~s~u~e~s~an=d~U-p_d~a~te~s~----------------------

This Issues and Updates memo represents my efforts to avoid inundating City Council members 
with individual memos. Several significant or potentially critical issues are presented here. 
Please feel free to let me know if you have any further questions or concerns about any of the 
items I have included in this most recent edition. 

1. City Events: 

Tuesday, August 15 at 6:00 p.m.: The Planning Commission will hold its regular monthly 
meeting in Council Chambers, Third Floor of the Municipal Building, 111 Chesterfield St. S. 
A work session will be held at 5 p.m. in Room 315. 

Tuesday, August 15 at 5:30 p.m.: The Recreation Commission will hold their regular 
meeting at the PRT Administration Office, 1072 Banks Mill Road. 

Tuesday, August 22 at 5:30 p.m.: The Board of Zoning Appeals will hold its regular 
monthly meeting in Council Chambers, Third Floor of the Municipal Building, 111 
Chesterfield Street, South. 

Monday August 28 at 7:00 p.m.: City Council will hold its next meeting in Council 
Chambers, Third Floor of the Municipal Building, 111 Chesterfield Street, South. 

2. City Awarded GFOA's Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial 
Reporting: The City of Aiken has been awarded the Government Finance Officers Association 
Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting Program. This indicates that 
the City' s finance department prepared an annual comprehensive financial report that evidences 
the spirit of transparency and full disclosure. The City has earned this recognition every year 
since 1992. 

3. IT Director Panelist for SC Critical Infrastructure Cybersecurity Forum: Robert 
Popenhagen, Director oflnformation Technology, has been selected to be a panelist by South 
Carolina Critical Infrastructure Cybersecurity Program. Robert provided his IT peers with 
valuable insight into securing municipal critical infrastructure environments. 

4. Building Inspections Property Code Violations Statistics: Attached is a report from 
Building Inspections of Property Code Violations statistics from July 1 - 31 , 2023. 
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Issues and Updates 
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5. Commendations: United States Congressman Joe Wilson sent a letter to Allison Cribb, 
Recreation Supervisor, congratulating her and staff on the 60th Anniversary Celebration of the 
Smith-Hazel Recreation Center. He said, "Your achievements have earned you great respect and 
admiration in our community, as you have set the standard for excellence in South Carolina." His 
entire letter is attached. 

All Saints Anglican Church contacted Building and Grounds Supervisor, Aaron Campbell, to 
thank him and his crew for their excellent job cleaning the parkway in front of their church. 
Cassie said, "Thank you for having your crew do such a fabulous job cleaning up the parkway in 
front of us." 

Jane Page Thompson emailed me to inform Council and staff regarding her appreciation for 
Public Safety' s recent assistance in locating a loved one. She said, "It was just wonderful how 
fast they responded and how they handled the situation. They worked with great compassion and 
empathy and I am truly proud of how our city's public safety officers successfully handled a very 
difficult situation." 

Bob McCartney, of Woodlanders Nursery and the founder of the Aiken Arboretum, sent an email 
to Buildings and Grounds Supervisor Aaron Campbell complimenting Chris McCarty and his 
tree crew on "a great job with a number of the special trees we worked on . .. It is good to get 
special work done on our special trees ... thanks for making this possible." 

Ryan Orr sent Chief Charles Barranco an email thanking him for Public Safety's response to the 
incident at Aiken High School on August 3rd . Mr. Orr stated, "As a parent of a junior there who 
notified me of the incident, I headed to the school and was able to see first-hand how your staff 
handled the response ... Your officers were nothing but professional in all aspects." 

2 

~ 0.~L l~._fl, 
Stuart T. Bedenba~~~ 7 _. 
City Manager 
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7.11 012023 

Gm·ernruent f inance Officer~ AllSc}c::i~tion 
7fil No, 11, I .. s.U,· s,,,....,,, S11l1t: 1700 
(.'.hle,\t," , llllnrJ ls 60601 12 IO 
11 2..977.9700 fa,d I .977.4~06 

K ymbedey Rooks 
Director of Finance 
City of ~en, Sourh Carolina 

Dear Kymberle ·: 

Congratulations r 

We nre pleased to notify you that your aamud comprehensive fiuancial repott for the fiscal year ended 
June 30, 202:'.! has met the requirements to be awarded GFOA's Ce rtificate of Achievement for Excellence 
in Financial Reporti11g. The GFOA established the Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial 
Reporting Program (Certificate Program) .in 1945 to encourage and ass.ist state and loctlll govermnenls to 
go beyond tile minimum. requirements of g,eneraUy accepted aceouming principles to prepare annual 
comprehe.ns.ive financial reports that evidence the spirit. of transparency and foll disclosure and then to 
recognize individual governments th.at succeec:I. in achieving that goal The Certificate of Achievement is 
the highest form of recognition in govenunenral accounting and financial reporting, Congrarulaiions, 
again, for having S9tisfi.ed th~ high standards of the program. 

Your efoctt'Onic award packet contains 1h.e following: 

• A "Summat}' or Grndiug'' .rom1 and a c:onllde-nUal ll4Jt of rnum1ent· .and ·ugg.estJom fol' 
poislble impl'ovements. \\'e strongly encourage you to implement the recommended 
improvements i.n your next report Ce-rtificate of.Aduevemiallt Program policy requires thm 
written responses to thes.e commems 81l(f suggestions for improve.mem be iuclud'Bd wirh your 
2023 fiscal yenr end s1Jbmissio11. If a comment is unclear or there app~s to be a discrepancy, 
please contact me Tecllnical Services Center at (3 l 2) 97 7-9700 and ask to speak with a 
Cel'tificate of Achievement Program fa-house reviewer. 

• Ceitificate of Ad1inemrnt. A Certificate of Achievement is valid for a period of one year. A 
current holder of a C'erti 1cnte o Achievement: may reproduce l1e Cett ificate in its .immediate ly 
ubsequent mmual ,c,ompt'ehensive financial report. Please refer to the instrnctions for reproducing 

your Cen:ificate ill your next report. 

• Awn rd ofFjnancia l Rtpo11:ing cllievemrut. When GFOA a.v.'nrds a government the Cerrifkate 
ofAch.ievement fo r Excellence iu Financial. Reporting, v.re also present an Award of Financial 
Repoiiing AchieYement (AFRA) to the department identified in die applkatio11 as primarily 
responsibJe for achievement of the Ce1tificate. 

• aa111le pnss 1·elease. Attaining this award is a siguificant accomplisbment. Attached is a sample 
news rel.ease thal you may use to g:iv,e appropriate publici1y to this notnb1e achievement. 

3 

AGENDA ITEM #(a)

(a) Issues and Updates. Page 511 of 565



Issues and Updates 
Page 4 
August 14, 2023 

In addi1ion. award redpients will receive via mail either a plaque (if t1rs1.[ime recipiems or if the 
govermnem has received the ·Cenl .1.cate ten times since it 1·eceived its last pJaque) or l\ brnss medallion to 
affix to the plaque (if the goven.uuem currently has a plaqi1e w.ith space to affix tbe medallion). Plaques 
a11d medallions will be mailed separately. 

As an mvard-win11i11g government, we would like to invite one or more apprnprinte members of the team 
that put together your annual comprehensive financ.ial report to apply to join the Special Review 
Cmnmittee. As members of the Special Review Committee, peer revi~vers ge-t exposure ro a variety of 
reports :from around lhe cmmtry; gain insight into bow to improve their own reports; achieve professional 
recognition; and provide valuable input chat helps or.her local govemmems i.mpro,;e their repons. Pl.ease 
see our website .for fil!gibilicv requirements and i11fonn:.ulon 0 11 compleri.ng an ap licaHon. 

Tl:muk you for parrkipating .in and supporting the Certificate of Achievement. Progi·sm. If we lllilY be of 
auy fhrther assistance, please contact the Technical Services Center at {312) 977-9700. 

Michele Mark Le ir e 
Director, Tecfmical Services 

4 
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City of Aiken Building Inspections Monthly Property Code Violations Report for July 2023 

(CARA)Car Abandoned Not Running I (CP)Care of Premises I (CM)Commercial Maintenance I 
(DS)Dangerous Structure I (EH)Emergency Hazards I (LC)Lot Clean I (SH)Substandard Housing 
I (OC)Other Complaint I (D2)Demolition 200 I (ID)Involuntary Demolition I (DR)Demolition 
Inspection Request 

---

Reported Address(s) 

Address 
Violation 
Type(s) 

Kershaw St NE 120-18-33-006 CP 

615 JEFFERSON TERRACE NE CP 
, ..... 

656 ALDRICH STREET NE I CP 

681 SCHRODER A VENUE NE CP 

674 SCHRODER A VENUE NE f--~:-1 -
664 SCHRODER A VENUE NE 

1283 GEORGE STREET NE CP, LC 
j 

1308 CROSLAND DRIVE NE 

! 
CP ___, 

792 SOMMERS A VENUE NE CP 

Sommers Ave NE 120-12-12-012 CP,LC 
-

1008 CROFT A VENUE NE us 
Union St and Park Ave CARA 

----- -- - -1----

324 EAST BOUNDARY A VENUE SE I CP 
-

1221 PICKENS AVENUE NW 

Abbeville Ave NW 104-20-09-001 

702 MAPLE DRIVE SE 

815 HOUNDSLAKE DRIVE SW 

4 INVERNESS EAST 

Locke Lane 121-15-04-001 

322 FAIRFIELD STREET NE 

346 FAIRFIELD STREET NE 

227 Union St NE 

224 UNION STREET NE 

614 WILDHAVEN DRIVE 

CP 

------r-~: 
CP, LC 

CP,LC 

CP,LC 

CP, LC 

CP, LC 

5 

I 
.J 

--+--- - - ---' 
CP, LC i 

- -

CP, LC 

CP 
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1252 HAHN A VENUE NE 
--,-

CP,LC 
+ 

200 BERRINGER DRIVE SW I CP, LC 

335 SOUTHBANK DRIVE CP, LC 
r---

750 BRUCEWOOD STREET NW , CP, LC 

548 G;~ - ETT STREET NE-----, CP, LC, SH, 
I VS 

Kershaw St NE 120-18-33-006 

Saluda and Sundy 

346 UNION STREET NE 

Lincoln Ave 104-12-06-007 

975 LAURENS STREET NW 

815 HAROLD LANE NW 

548 GWINNETT STREET NORTHEAST 

315 GRANDIFLORA CIRCLE 

155 COLONY PARKWAY 

625 YA TES STREET NE 

615 SOMMERS AVENUE NE 

424 Ridge Ave 

CP 

oc 
CP, LC 

CP, LC 

CP, LC--; 
CP, LC 

VS, US 

oc 
, CM, OC 

CP 

CP, LC 

... 

Ridge Ave 120-13-19-012 
- - -

128 KERSHAW STREET NE 

880.BANKS MILL ROAD SE 

721 WINGED FOOT DRIVE 

1665 ALDRICH STREET NE 

624 WASHING TON CIRCLE 

CP,LC I 
_ C~, LC -~ 

---+-_CP_, OC -~ 
oc I 

l 

1152 JASMINE RIDGE ROAD NW 

1152 JASMINE RIDGE ROAD NW 

1128 JASMINE RIDGE ROAD NW 

Abbeville Ave NW 104-20-09-001 

1230 GEORGE STREET NE 

427 HORRY STREET NE 

710 BAMBERG AVENUE NE 

230 E Middlebury Ln 

I 

1 

t -

CP 

CP,LC 

CP,LC 

CP 

CP ---1 
CP l 
CP 

CP, OC 

CP 

oc 
CP 

-----1---
724 SOMMERS A VENUE NE oc 

6 
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537 FOX HA VEN DRIVE 

204 SAND FOX PLACE 

200 BERRINGER DRIVE SW 

423 PALM DRIVE SE -- --- -·----
TOTAL 

Complaint Action Taken Totals 

14 Day Notice Letter Sent 

30 Day Notice Letter Sent 

60 Day Notice Letter Sent 

6 Month Notice Letter Sent 

Care of Premises Letter 

Citation Issued 

, Door Hanger Left 

No Violation / Unfounded 

Re-inspection 

Verbal Warning 

Written Warning Issued 

Complaint Violation Type Totals 
- -

CARA - Car Abandoned Not Running 

CP - Care of Premises 

CM - Commercial Maintenance 

DS - Dangerous Structure 

EH - Emergency Hazards 

LC - Lot Clean 

SH - Substandard Housing 

OC - Other Complaint 

D2 - Demolition 200 

ID - Involuntary Demolition 

DR - Demolition Inspection Request 

US - Unsafe Structure 

______ __,_,__,_, 

7 

CP, LC 

CP,LC 

CP, LC 

CP 

60 

10 

40 

0 

1 

7 

1 

1 

0 

1 

51 

1 

0 

0 

26 

1 

8 

0 

0 

0 

1 

7 

.... 
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SP - Swimming Pool 1 

Complaint Origin Totals 
- --

CC - Citizens Complaint 

CO - City Official Complaint 

OW - Owner 

TN - Tenant Complaint 

Complaint Case Status Totals 

AC -Active 

CL- Closed 

CM - In Compliance 

- -

From: Jane Page Thompson 
Date: August 3, 2023 
To: Stuart Bedenbaugh 
Subject: ADPS 

26 

34 

0 

0 

50 

10 

0 

I just wanted to send this email to inform council and City staff how amazing our Aiken Public 
Safety Officers were in helping me and my friends locate a loved one who in a fog of dementia 
went missing. 

It was just wonderful how fast they responded and how they handled the situation. They worked 
with great compassion and empathy and I am truly proud of how our city's public safety officers 
successfully handled a very difficult situation. 

With the average age of our population, because Aiken is such a wonderful retirement 
destination, it is reassuring to caregivers, family and friends to know that our city employees are 
so well trained in dealing with silver alert situations. 

Well done all around! Thank you! 

Jane Page Thompson, PhD 
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Issues and Updates 
Page 9 
August 14, 2023 

From: Bob McCartney 
Date: August 3, 2023 
To: Aaron Campbell 
Cc: Stuart Bedenbaugh 
Subject: Chris - great help 

Aaron: 

Chris and his crew did a great job with a number of the special trees we worked on today. We 
got Union Street tree and Hammond/ Williams Park Tree pruned. We got lot of trees on 
Beaufort Street worked on, one, tree removed, and everything cleaned up. It is good to get 
special work done on our special trees and not just see reactionary or emergency tree work 
done. Thanks for making this possible. Hopefully we can continue to schedule this heavier 
maintenance and I will be able to handle things that I can do by myself. 

Bob 

-----Original Message----
From: Ryan Orr 
Sent: Thursday, August 3, 2023 11 :09 PM 
To: Charles Barranco 
Subject: Aiken High Response 

Chief Barranco, 

I just wanted to drop you a quick note and thank you for the department's response at Aiken 
High this afternoon. As a parent of a junior there who notified me of the incident, I headed to the 
school and was able to see first hand how your staff handled the response. It was very comforting 
watching public safety officers help in locating and signing out students once the incident was 
contained. Your officers were nothing but professional in all aspects. 

Sincerely, 

Ryan Orr 
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Recrea1ion Program Supervisor 
:Smith-Hazel Recreation Center 
400 Ker;haw Street NE 
Aiken., South Carolina 2980 l ·4368 

Dear Alison, 

July 2i , 2023 

Congratulations to you and the staff of the Smith-Hazel Recreation Center for celebrating 
60 years of service, and also for be.ing featured in The Alken Standard. l am eager to see how 
ilhe Center grows with its upcoming renovations, and how it wm continue to serve the 
community of Aiken. 

Your achievements have earned you great respect and admiration in our community, as you 
!1ave set the standard for excellence in South Carolina. 

It is an honor to represent the people of the Second Congn:ssional District of Soulh 
Carolina, and I value your input. 

If J may be of service lo you, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

JW/eh 

JOB WILSON 
Member of Congrc:ss 

, I 
~ff~~-

MU~llB 

l\•nN 
Q"'l,ilil~U;. 

l.i»~t(Uri 
0..1\NG-lfiJKG • 

~ LAN:1-

["li'.Uff't Ct i 

MiOt.Af.169 Ot, 10::1 1436 lONGW0..,... Houu OFt.-cli 8uolC!H<I 
WA...,N010 ... , 0C 20515-4-

4'.ll! "f Ottntt. 

·1100 Si,:a,,i:sc;T 81.vo. ,tu$ 31!1). !u1•: 1 
WntCOlu111,t111..A. SC i)H_\9 

ll!Ol18'11>--0041 
fAX! (lj:j ) i.);J.-tVJI 

!202) U ,544!i~ 
f'.,x, ltOtl 22&,.:!>155 

www,f,...,..llaon,houM gov 

10 

!llt)O l)rv,Jdillj;ll",' r ... '.Q,....., • .-, 5'#lt 1800 
lo.111:~ SC: 2fl1Jl 
'8U>oG<>2-$41e 

F•1'>111\l,Jlf42-MIB 

AGENDA ITEM #(a)

(a) Issues and Updates. Page 518 of 565



PLANNING COMMISSION

Minutes June 13 2023 Aiken South Carolina

WORK SESSION

Members Present Chairman Ryan Reynolds Jason Rabun Sam Erb Peter Messina Charles

Matthews and Steven Simmons

Members Absent Clayton Clarkson

Others Present Planning Director Marya Moultrie Erica Sanders Bill Schoettelkotte and
Matthew Christian from the Aiken Standard

Chairman Ryan Reynolds convened the Work Session at 5 00 p m in Room 315 of the
Municipal Building 111 Chesterfield St S and began reviewing the regular agenda items

New Business

The Chairman began a review of Item A for annexation and there were no questions regarding it
or the proposed zoning which were noted to be consistent with the surrounding area

On the remaining two agenda items the Chairman reviewed that the Applicant had previously
come before the Commission and noted they had since purchased the small adjacent tract of
land It was noted also that more parking was added above what is required which is what the
Commission had recommended The Commissions consensus was that the Applicant s new

design details were an improvement over the previously submitted plan

Planning Director Moultrie noted the Zoning Ordinance was due fora revision and that the
Commissions recommendations for updating parking requirements will be included

The Applicant Bill Schoettelkotte was present and explained that construction could possibly
begin as soon as August and is to be completed before the residences are sold at market value

Adjournment

The work session was adjourned at 5 09 p m

REGULAR MEETING

Members Present Chairman Ryan Reynolds Jason Rabun Sam Erb Charles Matthews

Peter Messina and Steven Simmons

Members Absent Clayton Clarkson

Others Present City Council Member Andrea Gregory Planning Director Marya
Moultrie Erica Sanders Matthew Christian of the Aiken Standard and

other interested parties
The Chairman called the regularly scheduled Planning Commission meeting to order at 6 00
p m in the Council Chambers of the Municipal Building at 111 Chesterfield Street South

1
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Aiken SC He read the Planning Commission Meeting Guidelines and explained the time limit
for public speakers to comment

MINUTES

Chairman Reynolds asked the Commissioners to consider the minutes from the May 9 2023
Work Session and Regular Meeting

MOTION Commissioner Erb moved and Commissioner Matthews seconded a motion to
approve the May 9 2023 Work Session and Regular Meeting Minutes

Commissioner Messina asked that his comment toward the end of the Work Session be revised
as he suggested a land use build out analysis rather than an open land use study

The motion was passed unanimously

ANNEXATION

Application 23 20020

Owners Applicants A2J Rentals LLC
Location 3 Parsons Circle

Current Zoning RC Residential Single Family Conservation
Proposed Zoning RS 15 Residential Single Family
TPN 106 07 10 003
Size 1 00 acres

The Applicants are requesting annexation of the subject property which would be concurrently
rezoned to RS 15 Residential Single Family The site is a singular lot in the Aiken Estates
subdivision and contiguous to other parcels in the neighborhood within the municipal boundary

There were no speakers either for or against the application

MOTION Commissioner Matthews moved and Commissioner Simmons seconded a motion to
recommend City Council approve Application 23 20020 for the annexation of TPN 106 07 10
003 located at 3 Parsons Circle to be zoned Residential Single Family RS 15

The motion was approved by a vote of 6 0

ANNEXATION CONCEPT PLAN REVISION

Application 23 20021 Annexation request 23 22003 Concept Plan Revision

Owners Applicants Dozier Sapp Development LLC Parker Aiken LLC
Location Gregg Highway NW University Lane
Current Zoning PR Planned Residential Aiken County RUD Rural Development
Proposed Zoning PR Planned Residential
TPN 087 18 03 003 087 18 03 007

Size 31 28 acres

2
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The Applicant is requesting a revised concept plan including the annexation of a 1 46 acre
parcel for a 336 unit residential development which would front on Gregg Highway NW and
University Lane The subject property was previously platted as another phase of the University
Estates residential subdivision until a combination plat was recorded last year The current
County RUD Rural Development zoning designation on the 1 46 acre parcel would be replaced
by the City s Planned Residential PR zoning designation which already applies to the rest of
the proposed development

William Schoettelkotte of Cape Fear Development 102 Autumn Hall Drive Suite 210

Wilmington NC 28403 was present to represent the application

There were no questions from the Commission or public comments regarding the application

MOTION Commissioner Rabun moved and Commissioner Erb seconded a motion to
recommend City Council approve Application 23 20021 for the annexation of TPN 087 18 03
003 087 18 03 007 generally located at Gregg Highway and University Lane to be zoned
Planned Residential PR and Application 23 22003 for Concept Plan Revision with the

following recommended conditions

1 That the development complies with the open space requirements of the Zoning
Ordinance

2 that the development complies with the City of Aiken Tree Preservation buffer and
landscape requirements

3 that both proposed entrances have divided planted medians and receive encroachment
permit approval from SCDOT

4 that ground mounted monument signs no more than 32 square feet and 6 feet in height
are provided at both entrances to the development

5 that the traffic study is approved by SCDOT and the City of Aiken Traffic Consultant
and that all recommended traffic improvements are installed by the developer

6 that City Council grant a waiver so that the single family attached units need not comply
with all relevant architectural standards

7 that the applicant submits a revised concept plan listing the conditions of approval and
8 that the applicant signs an agreement stating the conditions of approval within 180 days

The motion was approved by a vote of 6 0

ADJOURNMENT

Having no further agenda items for consideration the public meeting of the Planning
Commission was adjourned at 6 08 p m

Marya Moultrie Secretary
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BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS

Minutes May 23 2023 Aiken South Carolina

REGULAR MEETING

Members Present Chairman Larry Ogletree John Brecht Bud Coward Karen Daly Brendan
Doherty Nancy Dukes and Judy Turner

Others Present Planner Maxwell Plankey Planner Richard Cowick Erica Sanders Dennis
Lundblade Raymond Wilson Audrey Ogletree Rusty Risher Sallie Brook
Judy Wade Marilyn Patterson Robert Wade Isaac Johnson Sr Verta
Johnson Alice Belcher Susan Risher Alwillie Davis Donald Davis

William Robinson Jr Christian Catherine Hersacher and other

interested parties

Chairman Larry Ogletree called the meeting to order at 5 29 p m in the Council Chambers of the
Municipal Building at 111 Chesterfield Street South and announced notice of the meeting was
published as a legal notice in the Aiken Standard and signs were posted on the affected properties
He briefly noted the meeting procedures and reminded those in attendance it is unlawful to
knowingly provide false information according to Section 22 9 of the Aiken Municipal Code

MINUTES

Chairman Ogletree asked the Board Members to consider the minutes from the March 28 2023

meeting

MOTION Board Member Coward moved and Board Member Dukes seconded amotion to

approve the March 23 2023 meeting minutes as written

The motion was approved by a vote of 7 0

VARIANCE

Application 23 93010

Applicant Owner Dennis Lundblade
Location 824 Rollingwood Road SW

Request Vary Fence Height
Zone Residential Single Family RS 15
TP 104 17 15 001

Chairman Ogletree introduced Application 23 93010 and asked Staff if it had been properly
posted Planner Max Plankey affirmed the application had been posted properly and stated the
Planning Department had received no comments or inquiries about the project

1
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Planner Plankey informed the Board that the subject property 824 E Rollingwood Rd SW is a
0 68 acre lot in the Mattie C Hall neighborhood located on the west side of the City between
Richland Ave W to the north and Forest Hill Dr SW to the south and that the property is zoned
Residential Single Family RS 15 He reviewed that adjacent properties to the west are zoned
Residential Single Family RS 15 and developed with detached single family homes adjacent
properties to the east and south are undeveloped and zoned Residential Single Family RS 15
and the adjacent property to the north is unincorporated Mr Plankey noted that per Aiken
County Assessor s Office records the subject property is currently developed with a detached
2 240 sq ft single family dwelling which was built in 1968 He stated the purpose of the
Variance request is to permit an approximate 6 foot tall fence in the front yard of the property
that fronts Carolina Dr SW and a portion of the front yard that fronts E Rollingwood Rd SW
Mr Plankey explained that pursuant to Section 4 1 4 C of the City of Aiken Zoning Ordinance
in non historic residential districts in the area between the plane of the front of the principal
building and any street no fence orwall shall exceed four feet in height except where a higher
fence conforming to these regulations exists on a common property line of an adjacent lot in
which case the proposed fence may be no higher than that fence

Board Member Brecht asked about height of the vegetation along at the roadway intersection
which appeared to be taller than allowed by city ordinance Mr Plankey said that for intersection
visibility any vegetation growing in the required sight triangle area must be reduced to a height
of 3 ft which also applies to fences He further noted that the Applicantwould be required to

trim or remove the vegetation in order to place the fence

Chairman Ogletree asked about the depth of the drop off from the property line and was told that
the street was higher than the Applicant s property but the exact measurement was not known

Board Member Brecht inquired if the cedar trees were on the Applicant s property Mr Plankey
concluded that they appeared to be based on digital depiction on the County s mapping software

Board Member Daly for clarification asked ifthe vegetation should be kept to a height of
between 3 7 feet Mr Plankey answered that no vegetation or structures are permitted along
roadway intersections unless visual clearance exists between three and seven feet above the
ground He noted this may require the overgrowth to be trimmed if it is determined to be on the
Applicant s property and not in the road right of way

Board Member Coward asked who is responsible for trimming the trees Mr Plankey responded
that SC DOT may be responsible if the trees are not on the homeowner s property

Dennis Lundblade of 824 E Rollingwood Road SW stated that over the years SC E G has
trimmed the trees around the utility lines along the property line which has impacted the
vegetative buffer between his property and the roadway He said the traffic sounds were a
nuisance and he hoped the fence would provide a more suitable buffer between his home and the
noise and lights from traffic

Board Member Brecht asked about the existing loropetalum plant along the property line and the
placement of the fence Mr Lundblade explained that the overhead trees were preventing the
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loropetalum from growing and that he would like to enclose it and the cedar trees within the
fence

Board Member Daly asked Mr Lundblade if he was going to do the work himselfand he replied
that he would be hiring someone to do the work

At 5 52 p m Board Member Daly exited the chambers to address a coughing issue

Board Member Coward confirmed with Mr Lundblade that he would determine the exact

location of the property line before having the work completed

At 5 53 p m Planner Plankey briefly left and returned to Council Chambers

At 5 55 p m Board Member Daly returned to Council Chambers and her position on the dais

Board Member Doherty clarified the placement of the fence stating that the extra height of the
fence could be justified if placed at the bottom ofthe incline but not ifplaced at the top of the
incline

Board Member Dukes asked about the origin of the light nuisance Mr Lundblade explained that
that cars coming from Shadow Drive shine light on his house Board Member Dukes asked if the
house would be entirely fenced and Mr Plankey clarified that the property line along East
Rollingwood Road would not be fenced

Board Member Coward inquired about the drainage ditch along Carolina Avenue and whether or
not the reconfiguration of the stormwater drainage had impacted the Applicant s property which
he confirmed

There were no further speakers either for or against the application

MOTION Board Member Coward moved and Board Member Turner seconded a motion for
Application 23 93010 to be approved as follows

1 Approval of a Variance to Zoning Ordinance Section 4 1 4 C to permit an approximate 6
ft tall fence in the front yard on property zoned Residential Single Family RS 15 and
generally located at 824 E Rollingwood Rd SW TPN 104 17 15 001

2 the total length of the 6 ft tall fence not exceed approximately 190 feet along the north
eastern property line fronting Carolina Dr SW and approximately 15 feet along the
northern property line perpendicular to E Rollingwood Rd SW

3 the proposed fence conforms to City Zoning Ordinance Section 4 1 5 regarding corner
setbacks and intersection visibility

4 the location of the improvements be consistent with the submitted site plan
5 the Final Order shall run with the land and

6 the Final Order shall be recorded at the Aiken County RMC Office
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Board Member Dukes confirmed that the Applicant s primary concern was traffic from Shadow
Drive and ValleyRoad and not Richland Avenue

The motion was approved 5 2 with Board Members Dukes and Daly in opposition

VARIANCE

Application 23 93011

Applicant Tonya Bryant

Owner South Aiken Baptist Christian School

Location 980 Dougherty Road
Request Vary Fence Height
Zone Residential Single Family RS 15
TP 106 16 02 017

Chairman Ogletree introduced Application 23 93011 and asked Staffif it had been properly
posted Planner Max Plankey affirmed the application had been posted properly and stated the
Planning Department had received no comments or inquiries about the project

Mr Plankey explained that the subject property 980 Dougherty Road is a 19 acre lot located on
the south side of the City at the corner of Silver Bluff Road and Dougherty Road and it is zoned
Residential Single Family RS 15 He continued stating that adjacent properties to the north are
zoned General Business GB or Residential Multifamily RML RMH and are developed as
either commercial establishments or apartments duplexes while adjacent properties to the south
are primarily unincorporated Mr Plankey also noted that adjacent properties to the east are either
unincorporated or zoned Residential Multifamily RML and that properties to the west across
Silver Bluff Road are zoned General Business GB and developed as commercial establishments

Mr Plankey informed the Board that the subject property iscurrently occupied by a school and
church with associated accessory structures established in 1952 and that the purpose of the request
is to permit an approximate 6 ft high fence in a portion of the front yard ofthe property that fronts
Dougherty Road and is utilized as a playground

Mr Plankey concluded by stating that pursuant to Section 4 1 A C of the City of Aiken Zoning
Ordinance in non historic residential districts in the area between the plane of the front of the
principal building and any street no fence or wall shall exceed four feet in height except where a
higher fence conforming to these regulations exists on a common property line of an adjacent lot in
which case the proposed fence may be no higher than that fence He stated that applicants wish to
increase the height of an existing fence in the front yard of the property from 5 ft to 6 ft thus
requiring a Variance

Board Member Dukes asked if the fence would be replaced with chain link Mr Plankey stated
that he believed it would be a painted chain link that would be one foot taller than the preexisting
fence He noted that since the school is not in a historic district the fencing materials are not
regulated Mr Plankey added that the school intends to fence some additional areas on the
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property but the only portion that requires Board approval is the 140 ft section of fencing along
Dougherty Road

Chairman Ogletree asked if all of the current fence is 5 ft tall and was informed that the portion
along the rear of the playground opposite Dougherty Road was closer to 4 ft tall

Board Member Turner asked if the Applicant was replacing the existing 5 ft fence with a 6 ft
fence and was informed that the Applicant had plans to overhaul most of the fencing on the
property but that the 140 ft portion along Dougherty Road required Board approval

Board Member Coward clarified that there is a portion of the proposed fence that is required to be
4 ft tall given its location in the front yard of the property and the remainder can be 6 ft tall per
the ordinance

Board Member Dukes asked for clarification on why the Dougherty Road frontage needs to be 4
rather than 6 and was told by Mr Plankey that the ordinance applied because the school is on a
corner lot and has two frontage roads and therefore two front yards He stated that all fencing in
front yard areas is required to be a maximum of 4 ft tall

Board Member Coward asked if the 5 fence could remain withoutan issue even if it is legal non
conforming Mt Plankey replied that it could remain and or be repaired but not replaced

Board Member Dukes expressed her concern over what type of material the fence would be
constructed ofdue to the possibilityof visual obstruction along the roadway

Board Member Doherty asked ifgranting the Variance would allow the school to enclose other
portions of the front yard of the property with a 6 fence Mr Plankey stated that the request was
only for the 140 ft portion indicated on the site plan

Wendall Hall was present to represent the school He stated the fence would be replaced with
chain link and explained how the reconfiguration will improve the safety of the playground

Board Member Brecht clarified that the proposed fence would be chain link which was confirmed
by the Applicant

Board Member Coward questioned how the school proposed to prevent cars from accidentally
breeching the fence and the playground Mr Hall said there was some discussion of adding aditch
or bollards along the fence line

The Chairman asked ifplans to widen Dougherty Road would affect the fence Mr Hall replied
that he hoped not

Board Member Daly asked if a specific incident had caused the interest in updating the fence Mr
Hall said that the school was being proactive and was considering general safety concerns

Board Member Coward inquired about the possibility of moving the playground Mr Hall replied
that limited funds prevented them from moving the playground
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There wereno further speakers either for or against the application

MOTION Board Member Daly moved and Board Member Turner seconded a motion for
Application 23 93011 to be approved as follows

1 Approval of a Variance to Zoning Ordinance Section 4 1 4 C to permit an approximate 6
ft high fence in the front yard of property zoned Residential Single Family RS 15 and
generally located at 980 Dougherty Rd TPN 106 16 02 017

2 the total length of the 6 ft high fence not exceed approximately 140 feet along the
southernproperty line fronting Dougherty Road

3 the location of the improvements be consistent with the submitted site plan
4 the Final Order shall run with the land and

5 the Final Order shall be recorded at the Aiken County RMC Office

Board Member Dukes suggested amending the motion to change the wording on Condition 4 to
have the Final Order run with the property owner not the land due to concerns that a new
property owner may replace the chain link fence with cinderblock or brick

There was discussion of whether a new owner could make changes to the fence and whether

amending the motion would require a new owner to apply for approval to make changes to the
fence which would then be legal non conforming

AMENDED MOTION Board Member Daly moved and Board Member Turner seconded a
motion for Application 23 93011 to be approved as follows

1 Approval of a Variance to Zoning Ordinance Section 4 1 4 C to permit an approximate 6
ft high fence in the front yard of property zoned Residential Single Family RS 15 and
generally located at 980 Dougherty Rd TPN 106 16 02 017

2 the total length of the 6 ft high fence not exceed approximately 140 feet along the
southern property line fronting Dougherty Road

3 the location of the improvements be consistent with the submitted site plan
4 the Final Order shall run with the Owner and

5 the Final Order shall be recorded at the Aiken County RMC Office

The motion was passed by a vote of 7 0

VARIANCE

Application 23 93012

Applicant Owner Hayden Baptist Church

Location 217 Gregg Avenue
Request Multiple Variances for New Sign

Zone Residential Single Family RS 15
TP 087 16 10 001

Chairman Ogletree introduced Application 23 93012 and asked Staff if it had been properly
posted Planner Max Plankey affirmed the application had been posted properly and stated the
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Planning Department had received no additional comments or inquiries about the project other
than the letter that was included in the Board packet

Mr Plankey continued with a review of the application He described Hayden Baptist Church as a
1 94 acre lot located at the corner of Hudson Road and Gregg Avenue NW Mr Plankey
explained the property currently has a legal non conforming manual readerboard sign located on
the eastern side of the property in the road right of way and that in order to better identify the site
and provide messages to parishioners and the public a new freestanding readerboard sign is being
proposed to replace it He described the proposed sign as a non monument freestanding sign
approximately 32 square feet in area with an electronic readerboard that totals approximately 88
of the area of the sign and noted that it will be located along a non arterial roadway

Mr Plankey informed the Board that adjacent parcels are primarily unincorporated and utilized as
single family residential but that several of the neighboring lots are zoned Planned Residential and
are located within the City Limits

Mr Plankey explained that Section 4 4 7 E 1 of the City Zoning Ordinance states up to 60 percent
of the area of a freestanding sign can be readerboard with changeable copy and Section
4 4 7 E 2 states that a school church government or tax exempt entity in any residential zone
may have one electronic readerboard as long as the sign is on a major arterial roadway and
complies with Section 4 4 7 C He further explained that Section 4 4 8 A of the City Zoning
Ordinance states that for institutional signs for such uses as schools and churches all such signs

shall be ground mounted monument type signs and that Section 4 4 10 C states signs in the RS
15 Zone District have a maximum sign area of 24 square feet with a maximum height of 8 feet
Mr Plankey noted that per the definitions section of the Ordinance an arterial roadway is defined
as having at least 5000 vehicle trips per day but that according to South Carolina s Department of
Transportation SCDOT traffic counts along Gregg Avenue the average daily trips in 2022 in the
vicinity of the property is approximately 2 700

Mr Plankey summarized that the variance is required because the proposed sign is larger in area
than those signs permitted by right in the RS 15 district the proposed readerboard is larger than 60
percent of the total area of the freestanding sign the sign design is not considered a monument
sign and that readerboards are only permitted in residential zones if the sign is on a major arterial
roadway

Chairman Ogletree clarified that the existing sign was nonconforming

Board Member Brecht clarified that the proposed sign could be smaller and conform to the
Ordinance He was informed by Mr Plankey that the church is not located on a major arterial
roadway which is a requirement for electronic readerboard signs in residential districts It was
mentioned that the sign the Board had approved for Schofield Middle School was not on a major
arterial roadway

Chairman Ogletree reminded the Board that a sign had also been approved for Smith Hazel as

well which is not on a major arterial roadway
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Board Member Brecht asked about the preference for a monument sign versus a freestanding sign
Mr Plankey clarified that the Ordinance requires the church to use a monument sign and the
proposed sign does not qualify as such Mr Plankey also pointed out that the existing sign is
partially located in the road right of way and that the new sign would need to be located on the
Applicant s property

Board Member Dukes inquired if any additional public comments had been received by the City
and was informed that the letter included in the agenda packet was the only submitted comment

Board Member Coward asked if the proposed sign could be placed in the same location as the
preexisting sign Mr Plankey reviewed that the current sign is not located on the property and that
the proposed sign would be required to be placed wholly on the property

Chairman Ogletree confirmed that the current sign was notlocated on the subject property

Board Member Coward asked if the electronic readerboard portion ofthe sign could be reduced to
comply with the Ordinance and was toldby Mr Plankey that in order to conform to the Ordinance
the portion of the sign that was considered an electronic readerboard would have to be reduced
down to 60 of the total size ofthe sign

Raymond Wilson of 1223 York Street Apartment SC spoke onbehalf of the application and

introduced himselfas the Chairman of the Trustees forHayden BaptistChurch He stated the new

sign will not be much larger than the existing sign and will be moved closer to the church He
addressed the complaint letter stating that the light will not affect that neighbor s property and that
the immediate neighbors have no issue with the sign

Chairman Ogletree asked if the sign could be programmed to go off at a certain time and was told
that although the church had not determined the exact timing for the sign they would be open to
restricting the time of day it is to be turned on but would like it to turned off at 10 00 p m

William Robinson Pastor of Hayden Baptist Church 217 Gregg Avenue also spoke on behalf of
the application stating that the sign had been purchased from Stewart Signs in Florida and that a
company in Monck s Corner would be installing it He said that he had consulted with the
Planning Department about placing the proposed sign on the corner of Hudson Road and Gregg
Avenue and shared that it was a necessary upgrade to the current sign in order to allow the church
to display its activities and functions to the public in a more efficient and timely manner

Board Member Brecht asked about the hours the sign would be on and if the brightness could be

adjusted as he would like to limit the light pollution in a residential neighborhood Mr Robinson
stated that he would comply with any restrictions as required but noted that the street is quite dark
and the light could provide added security

Board Member Doherty expressed concerns about the number of variances required and was told
that the sign had already been ordered and was custom built
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Board Member Coward asked whether the nearby Unitarian Church sign was electronic It was
determined that it was not electronic and not a monument sign although it was unclear whether
that property was located in the city or county

Board Member Coward then asked whether the application could be continued in order to allow
the Applicant time to amend the application and proposed sign to be more closely conforming to
the CityZoning Ordinance

Chairman Ogletree stated that the Board should receive more information regarding the sign from
the Applicant before they could make a determination on the Variance request He then asked the
Applicant if the church was locked into the current sign as proposed Pastor Robinson confirmed
that the church was financially committed and had already paid the security deposit for the sign

Board Member Dukes stated that her primary concern was the size of the proposed sign since the
light could be programed and limited to specific times of day

Chairman Ogletree agreed that the size of the proposed sign was the primary hurdle Pastor
Robinson informed the Board that the church was willing to contact the sign company to reduce
the size of the sign and to amend the request

Board Member Dukes asked if they had a copyof the City Zoning Ordinance regarding signs that
could be given to the sign company and PastorRobinson confirmed they did Mrs Dukes also
inquired about the cost spentthus far for the sign and was told the deposit made was 12 000

Board Member Daly inquired about the contract that was signed with the manufacturer in an effort
to determine if the company would be flexible with the needed changes PastorRobinson replied
that he was not aware of any specific language in the contract that addressed compliance to the
City Sign Ordinance

Board Members Doherty and Daly suggested that church representatives speak with the sign
company about changes to the sign and noted that the sign company should bear some
responsibility forensuring the sign complied with local regulations

The Chairman asked if the Planning Department could offer some guidance in communication
with the sign company It was determined that the total area of the sign would have to be 24 square
feet measuring 4 x 6 feet

Chairman Ogletree suggested the Board continue the application to the next Board of Zoning
Appeals meeting and the Applicant contact the manufacturer in the interim about reducing the size
of the sign to conform with the Ordinance

Board Member Brecht also noted the Applicant should determine the exact location of the
proposed sign on the property as part of the amended application

9
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There were no further speakers either for or against the application

MOTION Board Member Turner moved and Board Member Coward seconded a motion to

continue Application 23 93012 until further information could be provided by the Applicant on
the modification of the sign size and location on the property

Board Member Daly stated that she would like the Applicant to receive assistance from the
Planning Department in negotiating the changes with the sign company

Board Member Doherty also suggested that the Applicants consider a monument sign rather
than a freestanding sign for aesthetic reasons

The motion was approved unanimously

At approximately 7 29 p m the Chairman announced that the Board would take a 15 minute
break before the next application is considered

Chairman Ogletree reconvened the meeting at 7 44 p m and announced that Board Member
Dukes would not be present for the remainder ofthe meeting

Planner Max Plankey also announced that he would be recusing himself from the next three
applications and that Planner Richard Cowick would be acting as Stafflaisori mhisplace

Chairman Ogletree stated that the next three agenda items would be heard together as they are
adjacent lots with the same Applicant

VARIANCES

Applications 23 93013 23 93014 23 93015
Applicant Owner CH2 Holdings LLC
Location 825 Park Avenue SE Lots 1 2 3

Request Vary Front Yard Setback
Zone Residential Single Family RML
TP s 121 10 09 004 121 10 09 007 121 10 09 008

Chairman Ogletree introduced Application s 23 93013 23 93014 23 93015 and asked Staff

if they had been properly posted Mr Cowick affirmed the applications were posted properly and
stated the Planning Department had received no comments or inquiries about the project

Planner Cowick informed the Board that Lot 1 located at 825 Park Ave SE is a 0 10 acre lot in
the Downtown Aiken neighborhood located between Williamsburg St SE to the east and Marion
St SE to the west He stated that the property is zoned Residential Multifamily Low Density
RML and is currently occupied by 1 100 sq ft commercial structure built in 1976 Mr
Cowick explained the purpose of the request is to permit a reduced front yard setback along the
Williamsburg Street frontage ofthe property to accommodate the construction of a new single
family residence He continued to Lot 2 also on the 825 Park Ave property and informed the
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Board that it is 09 acres in size zoned RML and currentlyundeveloped Mr Cowick said this
request is also to permit a reduced front yard setback along the Williamsburg Street property
frontage to construction a new single family residence He eacplained that the 08 acre section of
the 825 Park Ave SE property which is designated as Lot 3 is also vacant and zoned RML but
has an encroaching structure from an adjacent property which is proposed to be renioved Mr
Cowick noted a Variance to the front yard setback is also needed on Eot 3 to accommodate the
construction of a new single family residence

Mr Cowick reviewed for the Board that adjacent properties have various zoning to include
Residential Multifamily Low Density RML Downtown Business DB Light Industrial LI and
General Business GB and that neighboring homes have similar setbacks to what the Applicants
are requesting He pointed out that ifapproved the Variance request would establish the setback
line for the block Mr Cowick stated that per Section 4 2 1 of the City s Zoning Ordinance all
structures on lots zoned RML must be set back 20 feet from the frontproperty line He reviewed
additionally that per Section 4 1 3 new or replacement construction may be located in the
required front yard setback to the same extent as the principal structure on the adjacent lot is in the
required front yard setback but noted that in this case no principal structures on adjacent lots are
located in the required front yard setback Mr Cowick noted that based on the submitted site plan
compliance with the Zoning Ordinance would require that the proposed primary structure be
located an additional five feet back from the front property line thus a Variance is required

Concluding his review Mr Cowick advised that the applicant4as stated the proposed structures
will comply with all other requireinentsof Section 4 2 1 of the Zoning Ordinance regarding
residential design standards including side and rear yard seiback requirements minimum building
separation and building height He noted iii addition that the applicant will require aCertificate of
Appropriateness from the City s Design Review Board priorio construction sirice the property is
located within the OldAiken Overlay District

Board Member Coward confirmed that zoning on the subject property is RML and is RS 10 on
the property across the street and asked if the setback was the same for both zones Mr Cowick
affirmed that the setbacks are the same for both zones and clarified the Applicant is requesting a
10 foot setback

Board Member Doherty asked whether the setback would be from the street or the fence He
mentioned that the property across the street had no less than a 15 ft setback depending on where
the property line falls Mr Cowick stated the survey plat did not indicate the location of the fence
relative to the property line but noted fences do not always provide a clear indication of the
property line

Board Member Doherty also inquired about the setbacks on the properties to the north across Park
Avenue and was informed by Mr Cowick that they appeared to be less than twenty feet but that
the structures likely predate the current Zoning Ordinance requirements

Christian Catherine Hersacher of 215 Berrie Road were present and stated that the fence was on
the property line which is 14 feet from the road Mr Hersacher noted that with a 10 foot setback
the structure would be 25 feet from the road Mrs Hersacher noted that they had consulted with
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the Planning Department about a fire lane in the rear The Applicants shared with the Board that
their intention is to build three two story cottages in the old Aiken style which would be rentals

Board Member Doherty clarified that the Applicants had decreased the front yard setback from 20
to 10 ft in order to provide a greater setback on the rear of the property

Board Member Coward asked for clarification regarding the structure on the adjoining property
Mrs Hersacher explained that the structure on the adjoining property is not encroaching but is less
than a foot from the property line

Board Member Daly asked about the parking plan for the homes and was told that there would be a
gravel area for parking

There were no further speakers either for or against the application

MOTION Board Member Coward moved and Board Member Turner seconded a motion for the
approval of Application 23 93013 as follows

1 Approval of a Variance to Section 4 2 1 of the Zoning Ordinance to permit a 10 ft front
property line setback on the Williamsburg St frontage of property designated as Lot 1 on
the submitted site plan zoned Residential Multifamily RML and generally located at 825
Park Ave SE TPN 121 10 09 004

2 all other applicable requirements of Section 4 2 1 regarding residential design standards
are met

3 the Final Order shall run with the land and

4 the Final Order shall be recorded at the Aiken County RMC Office

Board Member Doherty clarified that the Applicant was required to park cars on the property
itself Mr Cowick informed the Board that if there was parking historically on the street those
spaces could be counted Mr Hersacher noted on the site plan where parking on the property
would be located He offered that they could adjust the plan to have a 12 ft setback instead since
there is room in the rear of the property

There was continued discussion regarding the required size of the parking area and the Applicants
were told to come back with a site plan that contains a parking plan for administrative approval

Board Member Daly asked if the Applicants had investigated whether the site plan complies with
parking regulations Mrs Hersacher stated that parking requirements had not been discussed up
until this point

Chairman Ogletree suggested the Board amend the motion to include Applications 23 93014

23 93015 to conditionally approve a 12 ft front yard setback foeLots 1 2 and 3 based on
Planning staff approval of off street parking requirements

AMENDED MOTION Board Member Coward moved and Board Member Turner seconded a
motion for conditional approval ofApplications 23 93013 23 93014 23 93015 as follows

12

AGENDA ITEM #(c)

(c) Board of Zoning Appeals Minutes for May 23, 2023. Page 533 of 565



1 Approval of a Variance to Section 4 2 1 of the Zoning Ordinance to permit a 12 ft front
property line setback on the Williamsburg St frontage of property designated as Lot 1 on
the submitted site plan zoned Residential Multifamily RML and generally located at 825
Park Ave SE TPN 121 10 09 004

2 Approval of a Variance to Section 4 2 1 of the Zoning Ordinance to permit a 12 ft front
property line setback on property designated as Lot 2 on the submitted site plan zoned
Residential Multifamily RML and generally located at 825 Park Ave SE TPN 121
10 09 007

3 Approval of a Variance to Section 4 2 1 of the Zoning Ordinance to permit a 12 ft front
property line setback on property designated as Lot 3 on the submitted site plan zoned
Residential Multifamily RML and generally located at 825 Park Ave SE TPN 121
10 09 008

4 all other applicable requirements of Section 4 2 1 regarding residential design standards
are met

5 all off street parking requirements of City Zoning Ordinance Section 4 5 1 be met pending
staff approval

6 the Final Order shall run with the land and

7 the Final Order shall be recorded at the Aiken County RMC Office

The motion was approved unanimously

ADJOURNMENT

Having no further New Business the Chairman adjourned the public meeting at 8 33 p m

Maxwell Plankey Secretary
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DESIGN REVIEW BOARD

Minutes June 6 2023 Aiken South Carolina

WORK SESSION

Members Present Chairman McDonald Law Faith Hawks Ben Lott John McMichael and
Ahmad Mikell

Others Present Attorney Jim Holly Planning Director Marya Moultrie Planner Rebekah
Seymour BZA Board Member Judy Turner Erica Sanders Brian Carter
Lauren Ploch Cameron Scott William Fulton Patrick Stacey Judah
Londo Linda Johnson Bill and Beatrice McGhee Luis Rinaldini Matthew
Christian of the Aiken Standard and other interested parties

The Work Session began at 5 29 p m in Room 315 of the Municipal Building 111 Chesterfield
Street S Chairman McDonald Law explained the purpose of the Work Session and informed the
attendees that public statements would not be accepted during the meeting

New Business

Review ofagenda items

The Chairman began the review of applications with discussion of the proposed construction on
South Boundary Lauren Ploch the owner of the house stated that two trees had died during
construction which will be replanted She said that the remainder of the trees will stay untouched
She explained that the property is 3 acres and the house will be located on the back of the
property with 2 acres in front of it The driveway is curved for privacy limiting visibility from the
road She was asked about the retaining wall and elevation of the home Brian Carter the
contractor on the project offered information about the visibility and shared updated plans Ms
Ploch explained that the retaining wall obscures the view of the garage

Board Member Lott asked the measurement from the top step to the ridge of the roofand was told
it was roughly 29 feet Board Member Hawks asked for the topographic rise and there was
discussion about the slope of the property and the height of the road The Board speculated
whether the garage could be seen by a person on the road in front of the house

Planner Seymour distributed Exhibit H to the Board There Was discussion of the fencing
materials and the Applicant stated that brick was preferable but paddock fencing may be used
with a brick entry The Applicants were informed that if they decide to construct paddock fencing
with a brick entry that plan would need to be submitted for review at a later date A question
arose about the style of architecture and it was described as Georgian by the homeowner

On the second agenda item the Board reviewed plans for a new storage golfstarters structure at
Palmetto Golf Club There were no questions about the construction and the Board moved on to
the next agenda item
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On the third agenda item Secretary Seymour handed out additional information in Exhibit G
Applicant Mr Fulton stated that the house was originally sided in shakes which were taken
down Mr Fulton said that only a portion of the shakes could be salvaged and those were replaced
on the home He stated that the yellow pine siding was installed in 1991 and is currently rotting
He showed details on renovations over the years and the demolition of various parts of the home
that could not be salvaged They discussed the proposed color palette which was provided by the
Applicant

On the last agenda item Secretary Seymour distributed an additional handout as Exhibit J for the
Board The proposed changes to the façade of 140 Laurens Street SW were discussed and the
location of the proposed window was shown to the Board Photos of the mural were displayed
along with a brief history of the painting Patrick Stacy Project Manager stated that the interior
of the building will dictate where the window will need to go and indicated on a rendering where
it is currently proposed to be located He confirmed the business would be a restaurant named
Electric Eats Attorney Jim Holly noted the proposed mural removal would go before the Arts
Commission by Ordinance It was decided that any vote would be dependent on approval by the
Arts Commission and it was discussed whether the issue should be postponed until next month
The Applicant speculated that a portion of the mural may be considered racist and indicated he
would like to remove it

Adjournment

The Work Session adjourned at 6 21 p m

REGULAR MEETING

Members Present Chairman McDonald Law Faith Hawks Ben Lott Ahmad Mikell and

John McMichael

Others Present Attorney Jim Holly Planning Director Marya Moultrie Planner Rebekah
Seymour BZA Board Member Judy Turner Erica Sanders Brian Carter
Lauren Ploch Cameron Scott William Fulton Patrick Stacey Judah Londo
Linda Johnson Bill and Beatrice McGhee Luis Rinaldini Matthew Christian

of the Aiken Standard and other interested parties

The Chairman opened the meeting at 6 36 pm in the Council Chambers at 111 Chesterfield Street
South and gave brief instructions on the procedures for the meeting and the purpose of the
Design Review Board He invited the public to speak about the applications on the agenda and
explained the time limit for speakers

Attorney Jim Holly clarified what constitutes the contents of the public record for each
application which includes the submitted application exhibits the staff memo prepared by the
Secretary of the Board all documents added to the record at the public hearing discussions in the
work session and the recording of the public hearing He explained that copies of staff memos
and additional exhibits are provided to the public on the table outside of the Council Chambers
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MINUTES

MOTION Board Member Lott moved to approve the minutes for the May 2 2023 Work
Session and Regular Meeting and the May 1 2023 Special Called Work Session Site Visit Board
Member McMichael seconded the motion

The motion was approved unanimously by a vote of 5 0

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS

Application CERH23 038

Applicant BEC Custom Homes and Development Inc

Owner South Boundary Trust
Location 375 South Boundary Avenue SW
Request Construct a single family residence with pool and pool house
Tax Parcel 105 12 01 005

At 6 41 p m Board Member McMichael left the meeting briefly returning at 6 42 p m

Secretary Seymour introduced the request from BEC Custom Homes to construct a single family
residence pool house and pool at 375 South Boundary Avenue SW She reviewed that the
proposed two story home will be brick in a running bond with a slate roof and an attached garage
and the pool house will also be brick in a running bond with a slate roof Ms Seymour said per
the applicant the brick will be painted either SW7011 Natural Choice SW7551 Greek Villa
or SW7008 Alabaster from Sherwin Williams each of the options being either white or off
white She noted that the slate roofing will be Vermont Strata Gray and the limestone details
will be Indiana Buff Ms Seymour further reviewed that Marvin Ultimate windows in stone

white were being proposed and the downspouts will be painted to match the painted brick
facades while the gutters along the roofline will match the roof color

Ms Seymour explained the submitted drawings include walls and fences but noted the owner has

indicated the front yard wall design may change She reviewed that the currently proposed wall
at the front yard is a 3 tall double brick wall in a running bond that will be painted to match the
house and will include a rowlock cap black aluminum vehicular gates and 18 square columns
that are spaced approximately 30 apart She further explained that natural 3 6 wooden horse
fencing is proposed to run along the side yards and connect to the brick wall surrounding the
primary dwelling This fence will be a three board rail fence with the three rails consisting of 1 x
6 wood boards and aluminum mesh will be included between the boards Lastly Ms Seymour
said an aluminum black fence is proposed to enclose the pool in the rear yard She noted if the
owners decide not to construct the brick front yard wall as submitted they would submit a new
Certificate of Appropriateness application with an alternate design proposal with just brick pillars
at the entry gate and horse fencing along the front yard line

Ms Seymour also reviewed that 375 South Boundary Avenue SW is a non contributing property
located in the Historic Overlay District and is zoned RSS Single Family Stable She said there
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are currently no structures located within this parcel and referenced comments submitted from the
Historic Aiken Foundation concerning the garage that were added as Exhibit H along with sections
of the guidelines

Brian Carter owner of BEC Custom Homes and Development Inc 1618 Swint Road Harlem
GA introduced himself as the Applicant and provided a brief description of the project He noted
the home s architectural style was chosen with the character of Aiken in mind Mr Carter stated
the house would be set to the rear of the large three acre property and will have a retaining wall
that shields the garage He explained that both the architect and landscape architect designed the
way the proposed structure will sit on the site in a way that is mindful ofthe existing trees which
will provide more privacy He said that the mature trees also prevent the home from being seen
from the road except for the roof Mr Carter also clarified that the garage looks more prominent
on the elevation than it actually will be because the garage is set back from the front facade of the
dwelling and a brick retaining wall will surround it The Applicant asked for preliminary
approval due to the scope of the project and time sensitivities

Board Member McMichael asked Mr Carter about a comment he made in the Work Session
explaining that the architect enjoyed Georgian architecture and had spent some time in Aiken to
incorporate in his design what he saw in Aiken Mr Carter verified this was correct and stated
the architect is William Baker

Chairman Law asked about the proposed landscaping for the front yard Mr Carter replied that
the hillside will be maintained and the existing mature trees will remain Mr Law also asked
about the building materials to be used and was told the rootwould be slate Mr Carter told the
Board that the house will not look like a new constructionand said the landscape will be natural
along the drive

Board Member McMichael asked about the material to be used on the fence and was told that the
plan may change The current proposal for the wall surrounding the property includes a running
bond brick wall with a cap However the Applicant explained the Owner s may choose to
request approval for a design that includes a combination of brick at the entry to the driveway
with paddock fencing It was determined that the plan for the fence would be brought before the
Board at a later date if the Owners decided they would like to request a change in the wall design

Board Member Hawks shared her concerns about the project which included the front facing
garage She stated that the guidelines dictate that garages not be prominent Mr Carter explained
that the foliage would prevent it from being seen from the road with the exception of possibly the
slate roof being visible He further stated that it is possible you might be able to see the garage
from the park Board Member Hawks explained her concern that the whole facade could be seen
from the park which is a public space She asked if the landscape architect could provide a cross
section depicting the site of the garage the significant trees on the property and the park Mr
Carter replied that he did not believe this would be cost effective He displayed a photograph of
the current streetscape and reiterated that the proposed structures would not be visible due to
foliage Chairman Lawinformed the Applicant that trees could not be considered permanent and
the Board would have to consider whether the garage could be seen if there was no foliage on the
trees He suggested the masonry wall could possibly obscure visibility of the garage because it is
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a permanent structure He noted that removal of a brick wall would require DRB approval Mr
Carter replied that this wall is a retaining wall and is necessary Mr Law commented about the
elevation of the house noting it gives the impression that the house will be built on a slab but it
is actually raised approximately 18 at the front door and then 30 on the right Mr Carter replied
that it is correct that the house will be raised at a slant

Board Member Lott suggested that raising the wall height would completely obscure the garage
and noted that because of the topography it may be difficult to relocate the garage to be in
compliance with the Ordinance Board Member McMichael asked about the style of garage door
and was told they would be upscale carriage style doors

Judah Londo 123 Jasper Street SW stated he likes the design with the exception of some ofthe

details of the construction specifically the porthole windows that were not characteristic of
Georgian architecture He explained that the elliptical porthole on the rear facade likely for an
attic is more characteristic of Georgian architecture He further explained that the guidelines
state Changes that create a false sense of bihistorical development such as adding conjectural
features or elements from other historic properties should not be undertaken and it is sometimes
tempting to make a place look better by altering the style to modify or incorporate functions of
other architecture around

Attorney Jim Holly stated that Exhibit H includes Pages 91 92 and 97 of the Design Review
Manual as well as an email from the Historic Aiken Foundation which contains excerpts from the

Design Review Manual regarding prominent front facing garages The Chairman read the
guidelines addressed in the email from Historic Aiken Foundation

Board Member Hawks clarified that the retaining wall would be included in the vote

Board Member McMichael confirmed with the Applicant that the pool house would be located in
the rear of the house and will be constructed using similar materials

MOTION Board Member Lott made a motion seconded by Board Member Mikell that the
Board find that the project is in harmony with the surrounding area and in keeping with the
neighborhood as seen in multiple places in the Design Review Manual guidelines Therefore the
application be approved with the following conditions

The wall surrounding the garage area shall be a minimum of 7 in height
The topographical grades listed in the documents in the application shall be adhered to as
closely as possible

The motion passed 4 1 with Board Member Hawks opposed

This application was reviewed and approved based on the Design Review Manual specifically
Sections New Buildings found beginning on Page 91 Landscape Features Design Walls

Fences found beginning on Page 36 and Landscape Features Design Recreation Structures

found beginning on Page 43 with respect to the pool and pool house
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The Board discussed that the New Buildings section of the Design Review Manual on Page 92
states prominent attached garages at the front ofa house are inappropriate However the
Board found that the proposed location topography and surrounding wall will prevent the garage
from being prominent

Board Member Lott commented that he believes the retaining wall will remove the emphasis from
the front facing garage

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS

Application CERH23 044

Applicant Cameron Scott of Cheatham Fletcher Scott Architects Designers

Owners Palmetto Golf Club
Location 275 Berrie Road
Request New Storage Golf Starter s Structure

Tax Parcel 105 20 01 001

Secretary Seymour introduced the request for approval to construct a new storage golf starter s
structure at the Palmetto Golf Club at 275 Berrie Road SW She explained the proposed structure
will include fiberglass asphalt shingled roofing gray vinyl siding and a painted concrete masonry
unit CMU foundation which the Applicant proposes to paint white to match the wood trim Ms
Seymour reviewed that the existing pro shop building and clubhouse have gray vinyl siding with a
beaded edge and the same is proposed for the new storage golf starter s structure In addition it
will have double hung wood clad simulated divided lite windows with a muntin pattern to
match the pro shop and clubhouse windows and white aluminum cladding to match the existing
windows on the site She also noted the proposed wood doors will have simulated divided lights
with the upper lite pattern being diamond shaped and the lower section paneled

Ms Seymour reviewed that the main clubhouse for the Palmetto Golf Club located at 275 Berrie
Road SW is located within the Historic Overlay District but does not have a Historic Resource
Survey documentation form from the 2010 State Historic Survey She noted however that this
property has historically been reviewed as a Landmark property because it was previously
determined to be a key property in Historic District I Ms Seymour added that the property is
zoned RS 15 Single Family and the Aiken County Assessor website lists 1892 as the
construction date for the clubhouse

Applicant Cameron Scott of 1009 Murray Court was present and described the club s need for
storage to accommodate tournaments He stated the structure would also function as a starter s
building where high school and college players could get concessions and become acquainted
Mr Scott explained the structure would be located across the cart path from the clubhouse and
would mimic the style of the pro shop He stated that the proposed location of the storage
building was chosen because it would allow tables to be easily transferred between the clubhouse
and storage building He also noted the sloping topography could make it difficult to locate the
proposed structure farther from the clubhouse Mr Scott further explained the proposed storage
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structure would mimic the Craftsman style of the pro shop to avoid its architecture competing
with the clubhouse

The Chairman confirmed that the gray vinyl siding on the pro shop was not painted and will not
be painted on the new structure

Vice Chairman McMichael asked about the proposed shingles and was told that they would also
match the pro shop He also asked if any comments had been received from adjacent property
owners Mr Scott said that the only neighbors Greg and Betty Ryberg are members of the Club
and are in favor of the project

The Board discussed that the guidelines include discussion on size and scale They found that the
proposed new storage building relative to the size of adjacent buildings presents as a secondary
structure and maintains the prominence of the clubhouse

MOTION Board Member Lott made a motion seconded by Board Member McMichael that the
Board find the proposed modifications described in the Application CERH23 044 to be in
keeping with the neighborhood and the Design Review Manual on Pages 91 102 and that the
proposed project seems to be an appropriate use and design for the property Therefore the
Application is approved as submitted The motion passed unanimously 5 0

This Application was reviewed and approved using the Design Review Manual specifically
Section New Buildings found on Pages 91 102

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS

Application CERH23 045

Applicant Owner William H Fulton

Location 121 Florence Street SW

Request Replace existing siding
Tax Parcel 105 27 02 001

Secretary Seymour introduced the request from homeowner William Fulton for approval to
replace the existing yellow pine siding at 121 Florence Street SW She reviewed that the structure
was originally sided completely in wood shake siding and that per the homeowner many of the
shakes were removed in 1990 due to wood rot but as many shakes as possible were saved and
reused on several sections of the house Ms Seymour explained the remainder of the house was
sided with yellow pine in 1991 and the homeowner now wishes to replace the non original yellow
pine with Hardie Board siding due to the poor condition ofthe yellow pine She further explained
the proposed smooth Hardie Board will have a 4 reveal while the existing yellow pine has a 4
5 8 reveal Ms Seymour noted the Applicant was unable to obtain a sample of the proposed
Hardie Board to provide the Board She referred the Board to the photographs depicting the
reused shingles locations of wood rot and locations of split yellow pine boards that are labeled
by the homeowner and included in the Application Ms Seymour said the Applicant is also
requesting approval to repaint the exterior of the structure She noted the proposed paint color for
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the Hardie Board siding is 6005 5A Feathered Fern and explained the applicant provided a
physical sample of the proposed colors for the existing eaves shingles and trim which are also to
be repainted

Ms Seymour announced that the Applicant has provided additional information on the house
which was added as Exhibit G for the record She informed the Board that this is a contributing
property located in the Historic Overlay District and is zoned RS 15 Single Family The Aiken
County Assessor website states that this two story home has wood frame siding with 20 wood
shakes siding and lists 1800 as the construction date The Aiken Historic Resources Survey lists
the construction date as circa 1915 See Exhibit E

William Fulton of 121 Florence Street SW was present to discuss the proposed changes He
reviewed prior construction that was done to the home and detailed portions of the home that had
been removed or reconstructed and noted that the roof was shingled and was no longer tin

Board Member Hawks asked if the existing shakes would remain on the house and was assured
by Mr Fulton that they would remain and be repainted He also informed the Board that there
were at least three styles of shingles on the house when he bought it in 1990 and that he noted the
pattern prior to removing the shingles and recreated the pattern with the shingles he was able to
salvage

Chairman Law reviewed the color choices and suggested painting the shakes and trim the same
color to enhance the detail of the shakes He also inquired about the request for replacing the
wood siding Mr Fulton stated he has done extensive research on siding the house and chose
Hardie Board because of its cost and longevity compared to yellow pine

There were no further speakers either for or against the application

The Board discussed that the structure has already received extensive alterations and agreed the
Hardie Board material will protect and preserve the structute better than the non original wood
siding

MOTION

Board Member Mikell made a motion seconded by Board Member Hawks that the Board find
the proposed project at 121 Florence Street SW described in Application CERH23 045 as being
in harmony with the prevailing character of the Historic Overlay District and its supporting
documents in the Design Review Manual Guidelines specifically the Synthetic Substitute

Siding Section on Page 55 and therefore be approved as submitted

Board Member McMichael asked if there were any further problems with the structure of the
house Mr Fulton stated he had it inspected after he purchased the home in 1991 in order to
secure an insurance policy and it is structurally sound

Board Member Lott commented that he is in favor of using Hardie Board as the house has been
extensively changed over the years and no longer resembles the original structure
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The motion passed unanimously 5 0 This Application was reviewed and approved using the
Design Review Manual specifically Sections Existing Buildings Color of Materials found
beginning on Page 50 Existing Buildings Exterior Materials found beginning on Page 53
Existing Buildings Synthetic Substitute Siding found beginning on Page 55 and Existing

Buildings Other Substitute Materials found beginning on Page 56

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS

Application CERD23 001056

Applicant Patrick Stacey
Owner Did it Right LLC

Location 140 Laurens Street SW

Request Alter storefront and install a roll up window
Tax Parcel 105 28 06 001

Planner Seymour introduced the request by Applicant Patrick Stacey to bring forward the
recessed entry to flatten the storefront place a new window opening and granite bar with an
awning on the facade facing The Alley and to replace the awning on the primary façade at 140
Laurens Street SW She reviewed that the storefront currently includes a recessed entry that is set
back 13 7 with the widest section of the recessed opening being 27 6 wide Ms Seymour
explained the Applicant proposes to flatten the storefront by bringing the entrance doors forward
13 7 and the proposed new storefront would be clear glass framed in black metal with the
existing green awning being replaced with a black awning She further explained the Applicant is
also requesting approval to install a roll up window with a 9 wide granite bar and a black awning
on the side façade facing the Alley and add a new 3 x 6 8 black metal door on the façade facing
the Alley

Ms Seymour noted the Applicant also discussed with the Board in the Work Session what ifany
options he may have to remove the murals on this building s Ally facade and remain in
compliance with the Design Review Manual

Patrick Stacey of 1645 Powderhouse Road described the requested changes to the façade and the
sidewall that faces the Alley He explained that the two sidelights previously containing the urns
where the Aiken Brew Pub brewed their beer are no longer needed and the new owners feel they
could better utilize the space by flattening the storefront and creating more interior space for
customers He further explained the new window facing the Alley would allow patrons to be
served from outside and the new door would allow servers to deliver food and give customers
access to bathrooms

Chairman Law asked the Applicant if they might consider a 4 or 5 recessed entry which would
be more similar to the other existing storefronts downtown The Applicant explained that there
are other storefronts downtown with flat storefronts and they wanted to match those storefronts
so more tables might be added inside of their new restaurant

9
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Board Member Mikell read Section 3 1 3 Downtown Commercial Storefront Renovation
Replacement from the Old Aiken Design Guidelines which states Maintain traditional recessed
entries where they exist He further explained that the Guidelines provide examples of flat
storefronts and describes them as inappropriate He stated that the building has been used as an
example of an ideal recessed storefront in the Design Review Manual so it would be difficult for
him to vote to change it

Chairman Law asked about the tile entry and the floor height in the front windows Mr Stacey
responded that the tile was not aging well and would need to be replaced and explained there is an
approximately thirteen inch knee wall in the front windows Mr Law asked about the existing
exits in the building Mr Stacey verified that in addition to the front door there is an exit in the
rear facade

Board Member Hawks stated that she has concerns about interfering with the mural although she
likes the idea of the window facing the Alley because she believes it will activate the Alley Mr
Stacey explained that they would be required to cutout sections of the brick facade for the new
openings However he thinks it would be a good transition atthe beginning of the Alley to have
the mural interacting with the newer style window

The Chairman stated that he used a tape measure to determine which sections of the mural might
be affected by the proposed new openings He explained it appears the window is proposed to be
placed on a blank section of the wall which will not interfere with the mural The Applicant
confirmed this Board Member Mikell agreed it did not seem that the mural would be affected by
the new window

The Chairman asked ifthe window would be a roll up window The Applicantreplied that this
was considered but they decided to use a window that props open A roll up window would take
more space on the interior of the building The Applicant provided an additional photograph
depicting an example of a serving window which was added asexhibit K for the record

Board Member Lott stated that the recessed entryway is an important design feature for
downtown businesses and added that several of the flat storefronts pre date the Ordinance and are
non conforming He explained that he agreed with the Chairman and a smaller recessed entry
might be more in keeping with the Guidelines He also informed the Appliºant that the mural
depicting horse selling is representative of the history of the Alley Board Mernber Lott noted that
although the request would first have to be approved by the Arts Commission he would like for
the final approval to come before the Board for replacing or renovating the mural

Board Member Mikell stated that on Page 82 ofthe DesignReview Manual a photograph of the
Aiken Brewing Company is included as a good example of a recessed entry The Applicant
responded by listing several other downtown buildings withflat storefronts He further stated that
while they would prefer a flat storefront they would not be opposed to discussing a smaller
recessed entry to allow for additional interior space

Board Member McMichael stated that he had received multiple comments and concerns about the
business changing thefront facade and the mural He read from Section 3 1 3 in the Old Aiken
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Design Guidelines on Page 34 which states maintain the original size shape and proportions of
the storefront and openings to retain the historic scale and character The Applicant referred to a
1953 photograph showing the façade looking differently than it does today and suggested that the
recessed entryway may not be an original feature Board Member Mikell stated that it could not
be determined by the 1953 photograph whether the storefront was flat at that time The Applicant
also explained the design of the window which will tilt out with an awning which will maximize
the use of space inside

Board Member Hawks suggested that a compromise could be made by bringing the door forward
about halfway She suggested that the door be positioned so that the circular tile feature on the
floor is just inside the doorway

Justin Pimsner introduced himselfas a co owner ofthe business and agreed that the compromise
would preserve the integrity of the building but also give them some additional interior space

Linda Johnson 515 Parkside Drive spoke in opposition of removing the recessed doorway She
stated that she thinks the window on the side of the Alley is a good idea but the window should
be more in line with the design ofthe building and the existing windows She also spoke in favor
of keeping the mural

Luis Rinaldini 638 Magnolia Street commended the Board on its use of Guidelines during the
meeting He recommended adding a modern façade with a slight recess to the building since the
existing recessed door is not specific to the age of the building He explained that the guidelines
state there should be distinction between an old building and new construction or architectural
aspects Mr Rinaldini said the windowon the Alley would be an improvement although it does
not comply with Design Review Manual Guidelines He stated the large flat wall detracts from
the district

Chairman Law asked about the design and placement options for the side window Mr Stacey
explained that the interior architecture prevented the window from being altered from the
proposed design The Chairman explained the proposed window does not currently relate to the
existing windows or the rest of the building The importance of having an elevation showing the
exact placement of the window was discussed as well as the need for additional information in
order to vote

MOTION Board Member Hawks made a motion seconded by Board Member Mikell that the
Board continue Application CERD23 001056 until the next Regular Meeting based on the
finding and conclusion that the Applicant has failed to provide sufficient information for the
Board to determine whether the project conforms to the Guidelines and is appropriate for the area
The Board requested that the following information be provided for the next Regular Meeting

1 A floor plan of the structure
2 An elevation of the side facade that depicts the proposed window and door with the mural

and dimensions and

3 Elevation of front entry with the compromised depth and dimensions
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Mr Stacey along with the owner informed the Board that they originally wanted the proposed
window to be larger but a structural engineer informed them that the window can only be added
as it is currently shown on the plan Chairman Law suggested there may be a way to make the
window have more ofa vertical emphasis like many of the windows downtown as opposed to a
horizontal emphasis

The Chairman asked if the proposed new side door will have any trim The Applicant replied that
currently proposed is a storefront glass with black aluminum railings that outline the glass

Board Member Lott mentioned that the Board would be looking for more architectural interest in
the design and the Applicant was referred to the Design Review Manual The Applicant stated

that currently the design includes a typical storefront door and window and he was encouraged to
elevate the design to match the building

Board Member McMichael asked if the awnings would be black since they are green on the
submitted plan The Applicant replied that they are currently pioposing the awnings be black but
they could be flexible on the color and clarified whether they would need to come back to the
DRB for signage It was suggested that the Applicant submit the plans for signage along with the
other requested information

Warren Burn 824 Boardman Road stated that he does not think that preserving the recessed area
would improve the building He said that he is in favor of allowing the business owners to make
better use of their interior He also mentioned that he believed the window on the Alley would be
a popular addition

The motion to continue the Application was passed unanimously 5 0 This Application was
reviewed using Architectural Guidelines for Commercial Type Buildings Downtown
Commercial Existing Section ofthe Old Aiken Design Guidelines specifically Sections 3 1 3
Existing Buildings Storefront Renovation Replacement found beginning on Page 34 3 1 4
Existing Buildings Windows Renovation Replacement found beginning on Page 35 3 1 5
Existing Buildings Door Renovation Replacement and 6 1 Miscellaneous Artwork found

beginning on Page 114

Attorney Jim Holly stated that any changes to the mural would have to be reviewed by the Arts
Commission which will forward their recommendations to the Planning Department He stated
that the Planning Director could then request that the application be referred to the whole Design
Review Board for review instead of the Planning Director reviewing the Application
administratively He suggested speaking with the Planning Director about bringing the issue back
before the DRB for a final vote

EXECUTIVE SESSION

MOTION Board Member Lott made a motion to move to Executive Session and Board Member

Hawks seconded the motion
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Attorney Jim Holly stated that the reason for the Executive Session is based on South Carolina
Code Section 30 4 70 Subsection 2 for the receipt oflegal advice relating to threatened potential
and pending claims discussions of matters covered by the attorney client privilege and discuss
the position of the Board in certain adversary situations involving potential claims

The motion was approved unanimously 5 0 and the Board left the dais at 9 00 p m to reconvene
in Room 315 of the Municipal Building

At 9 40 p m the Board returned from Executive Session with no action taken

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the Design Review Board the meeting was
adjourned at 9 41 p m

Rebekah Seymour Secretary
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SENIOR COMMISSION
Meeting Minutes Tuesday July 18 2023 Aiken South Carolina

Present Aimee Hanna Scott Truitt William Price Margaret Kopp Zoom Kathy Heath

Staff Present Rasheka Gaines Lucas West

Absent Bonita Peele and Laura Thomas

Chairperson Aimee Hanna called the meeting to order at 9 11 am and asked for any deletions or additions to the
agenda Chairperson Hanna asks to start with Old Business Caregiver Event after consideration of the minutes
and welcome introductions due to the time limit set for the Zoom meeting All approved

Chairperson Hanna asked to consider the minutes for the May 16 2023 meeting Commissioner Truitt
motioned to approve the minutes and Commissioner Price seconded All approved 5 0

Welcome Introductions

Kathy Heath was introduced as a new Senior Commissioner The other commissioners and staff introduced
themselves

Old Business

Caregiver luncheon The luncheon will be held tentatively on October 12 9 00 am 12 00 pm 2023 at the
Lessie B Price Aiken Senior Youth Center with new speakers and presentations Registration will begin on
September 12 2023 and ends on October 8 2023 Kristal Lambert will design the flyer to include new dates
and relevant information The advertisements for the event will be done similarly to last year The tentative
agenda is breakfast speakers breakout exercise sessions vendors and giveaways Ms Gaines will contact the
potential speakers for the event Lori Comshaw and Cindy Catts Sponsorship amount requests will be 200
Former sponsors will be used and new sponsors will be approached with information about the event

describing what the sponsor will receive for their support Sponsorship registration will end on September 8
2023 The City ofAiken will design the flyer contact speakers take care of registration and provide
promotional items Chairperson Hanna will do the press release and the Senior Commission will create the
sponsorship information and seek sponsors

Co chair election Laura Thomas was asked to consider being co chair at a previous meeting She was absent
from this meeting The vote will take place at the next meeting in September

Smith Hazel project update No update given at this time The start and completion dates for the construction
project are being finalized

New Business

Nonprofit fair The event was held on June 13 2023 9 am 12 pm at the Lessie B Price Center The event had
98 attendees and 22 vendors with 525 00 in sponsorships

The new logo senior commission logo was discussed
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Issues Comments and Announcements

Lucas West shared information on upcoming and past PRT programs events and staff updates including Game
Night Senior Fun Day and National Parks and Recreation Month is being celebrated in July

With no further business the meeting adjourned at 10 32 am
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PUBLIC SERVICES MONTHLY REPORT

CITY COUNCIL FY 2022 23

May 2023
Prior

May Months Year To Date FY 22 23

Solid Waste Numberof Customers 13 138 13 165 N A

Increase Decrease 27 139 112

Garbage Numberof Trips 107 1075 1 182

Total Tons 3 Rivers Landfill Jackson 896 8 521 9 417

Recycling Recycle Trips 20 188 208

Recycle Tons 72 741 813

Total Cost North Augusta 080 4143 444 45 00 3 465 37 559 41 024

Numberof Trips Barden Landfill 272 1 893 2 165

Numberof Trips Williams Landfill 194 194

Amount Collected For Special Pickups
080 0000 344 30 11 5 540 29 580 35 120

Barden Landfill Tons 1 071 9 395 10 466

Williams Landfill Tons 0 753 753

Total Tons 1 071 10 148 11 219

Recycled 0 7 4 6 7

Solid Waste Special Projects Performed a Neighborhood Cleanup in Crosland Park
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Prior

May Months Year To Date FY 2022

Buildings Grounds Mowing Hours 1 460 8 284 9 744

Trees Removed 38 283 321

Grand Significant 0 0 0

Volunteer Insignificant 38 283 321

Trees Planted 0 9 9

Tree Trimming Hours 680 5 167 5 847

Stumps Removed 14 83 97

Planting Hours Flowers 405 947 1 352

Watering Plants Manual Hours 40 51 91

Chemical Spraying Hours 168 2 007 2 175

Mulching Hours 0 1 930 1 930

Weeding Maintenance Hours 486 10 738 11 2241
Central Downtown District Hours 78 1 563 1 641

Buildings Grounds Special

Projects Planted spring flowers

Drained Hopelands Gardens reflection pools and began repairs

Performed a major clean up project at Coker Springs
Repaired irrigation on large areas of Richland Ave
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Solid Waste Tonnage
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II Yard Debris 622 l 954 I 729 I 675 I 1 128 1 105 1 170 1 032 1 405 939 1 071
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Month Recycling Yard Debris Garbage

Jul 21 42 622 936

Aug 21 93 954 956

Sep 21 63 729 841

Oct 21 62 675 775

Nov 21 73 1 128 667

Dec 21 80 1 105 885

Jan 22 86 1 170 942

Feb 22 48 1 032 784

Mar 22 107 1 405 922

Apr 22 87 939 813

May 22 72 1 071 896

Jun 22
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PUBLIC SERVICES MONTHLY REPORT
CITY COUNCIL FY 2022 23

June 2023

Prior

June Months Year To Date FY 22 23

Solid Waste Numberof Customers 13 144 13 138 N A

Increase Decrease 6 112 118

Garbage Number of Trips 106 1 182 1 288

Total Tons 3 Rivers Landfill Jackson 888 9 417 10 305

Recycling Recycle Trips 12 208 220

Recycle Tons 46 813 859

Total Cost North Augusta 080 4143 444 45 00 2 227 41 024 43 251

Number of Trips Barden Landfill 214 2 165 2 379

Number of Trips Williams Landfill 0 194 194

Amount Collected For Special Pickups
080 0000 344 30 11 4 015 35 120 39 135

Barden Landfill Tons 1 167 10 466 11 633

Williams Landfill Tons 0 753 753

Total Tons 1 167 12 158 13 325

Recycled 0 6 19 5 65

Solid Waste Special Projects
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Prior

June Months Year To Date FY 22 23

Buildings Grounds Mowing Hours 1 137 9 744 10 881

Trees Removed 13 321 334

Grand Significant 1 0 1

Volunteer Insignificant 12 321 333

Trees Planted 0 9 9

Tree Trimming Hours 474 5 847 6 321

Stumps Removed 4 97 101

Planting Hours Flowers 0 1 352 1 352

Watering Plants Manual Hours 13 91 104

Chemical Spraying Hours 240 2 175 2 415

Mulching Hours 0 1 930 1 930

Weeding Maintenance Hours 1 204 11 224 12 428

Central Downtown District Hours 116 1 641 1 757

Buildings Grounds Special

Oversaw the installation of dimmer switches at the Municipal buildingProjects

Repaired and enhanced the East Gate Fountain

Reconditioned the Hopelands Gardens reflection pools and added a water feature
Completed irrigation improvements on Richland Ave

Completed landscaping improvements at the airport
Reconditioned the bollards in The Alley and Bee Lane
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Solid Waste Tonnage
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11 Garbage 936
i

956 841 775 667 885 942 784 922 813 1 896 888

II Yard Debris 622 954 li 729 675 1 128 1 105 1 170 1 032 I 1 405 I 939 1 071 1 167

I Recycling 42 93 1 63 62 73 80 86 48 f 107 j 87 72 46

Month Recycling Yard Debris Garbage

Jul 22 42 622 936

Aug 22 93 954 956

Sep 22 63 729 841

Oct 22 62 675 775

Nov 22 73 1 128 667

Dec 22 80 1 105 885

Jan 23 86 1 170 942

Feb 23 48 1 032 784

Mar 23 107 1 405 922

Apr 23 87 939 813

May 23 72 1 071 896

Jun 23 46 1 167 888
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City of Aiken Utilities Report for July
22 23 23 24

WATER Month Total Year Total Month Total Year Total

In City 15 026 n a 15 027 n a

Customers Out City 5 615 n a 5 621 n a

New Customers Net 16 n a 0

Shaws Creek 60 803 000 254 994 268 83 588 83 588

Gallons Shiloh Springs 39 060 000 493 282 700 40 220 40 220

of Pine Log Well 75 000 000 33 135 802 77 300 77 300

Water Town Creek Well 71 320 000 349 835 096 81 860 81 860

Pumped The Vale 1 174 800 000 1 186 312 859 1 442 188 1 442 188

Silver Bluff 38 603 674 449 279 152 38 900 057 38 900 057

Total Pumped 284 786 674 3 192 820 164 321 868 057 321 868 057

Water Main Weekday 2 54 6 6
Leaks Weekend Nights 0 8 0 0

Water Service Weekday 51 661 66 66

Weekend Nights 18 260 38 38

Leaks Customer Side 42 402 57 57

Leaks Responded to 113 1 386 167 167

Fire FH Maintenance 0 0 0 0

Hydrants FH Replaced 0 0 0 0

Water New Service Line Tap 20 204 0 0

Taps Tap Fees 1 850 28 950 0 0

Water Service Replacement 7 73 8 8

Water Valve Maintenance 0 0 0 0

Water Valve Operated 7 126 14 14

Misc Water Lines Installed LF 636 4 168 387 387

Service Line Renewal fix leaks 58 731 91 91

Locate Utilities 1 817 5 219 2 029 2 029

Rusty Water Complaints 33 112 60 60

SEWER

In City 14 644 n a 14 636 n a

Customers Out City 841 n a 854 n a

New Customers Net 21 n a 0 n a

City Total 26 343 12 12

Sewer Customer Total 16 350 16 16

Backups On Call 16 208 15 15

Total Backups Responded to 58 496 43 43

Cleaned Jetted LF 1 405 8 475 1 780 1 780

Sewer New Sewer Taps 0 7 1 1

Lines Taps Cleanouts Installed 3 17 3 3

Cleanouts Repaired 8 37 1 1

Sewer Lines Installed LF 109 171 48 48

Sewer Lines Repaired Laterals 3 522 0 0

Manholes Repaired Raised 1 16 1 1

Sewer Camera d LF 775 3 396 640 640

Storm Water Camera d LF 350 9 936 0 0

YARDS
Repairs Completed Each 26 420 49 49

1

METERS

Need Whole Meter Box 0 11 0 0

Need Lid on Meter 0 16 1 1

Curb Stop Needs Replacing 1 53 1 1

Turn Off Turn On 548 5629 501 501

Cutoff Backflow Noncompliant 0 1 0 0

PC Pressure Checks 6 100 8 8

Reconnect After Payment 16 608 29 29

Check for Leaks 11 93 12 12

Move Meter 0 21 0 0

Reread Meter 13 229 29 29

Whensets 23 177 18 18

Meters Changed Out 41 588 30 30

I Admin Asst Reports E U Monthly Report FY 2023 24 2023 07 Monthly Report
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City of Aiken Streets Roads Report for July
WORK PERFORMED

Asphalt Crew
Monthly Year to Date

Men Material Qty Repair Hrs

City Road Repair 0 1 1

City Water Road Repair 0 29 29

City Sewer Road Repair 0 0 0 0

City Storm Water Road Repair 0 0 0

City Road Preservation Program 0 0 00 0 0 00

City Road Crack Sealing 0 0 0 0

City Pothole 0 4 0

DOT Road Repair 0 0 0 0

DOT Storm Water Road Repair 0 0 0 0

DOT Pothole 0 0 0 0

PRT Road Repair 0 0 0 0

PW Paver Repair Tree Roots 0 0 0 0

City Water Paver Repairs 0 0 0 0

City Public Services Repairs 0 00 0 00 0 00 0 00

Public Safety Road Repair 0 00 0 00 0 00 0 00

DirtRoads Men Loads Miles Hours

Dirt Street Grading 29 00 29 00

Dirt Added to Street 0 00 0 00 0 00 0 00

Concrete 15ft CG Men Loads Miles Hours

City Sidewalk Concrete Driveway C G 0 00 2 00 2 00

City Water Sidewalk Concrete Driveway C G 3 00 3 00

City Sewer Sidewalk Concrete Driveway C G 0 00 0 00 0 00

City SW Sidealk Concrete Driveway C G 0 00 0 00 0 00 0 00

DOT Sidewalk Concrete Driveway C G 0 00 0 00 0 00 0 00

PW Sidewalk Concrete Driveway C G 0 00 0 00 0 00 0 00

Public Safety Sidewalk Concrete Driveway C G 0 00 0 00 0 00 0 00

PRT Sidewalk Concrete Driveway C G 0 00 0 00 0 00 0 00

SPECIAL PROJECTS

STORM WATER WORK PERFORMED Month Total Year Total Month Total Year 23 24

Cleaned Catch Basin Curb Inlets City 37 218 15 15

Cleaned Catch Basin Curb Inlets SCDOT 35 274 14 14

Pipes DitchesiCleared Footage 700 3 617 530 530

Site Visits Hours 9 97 7 7

Storm Pond Maintenance

Vegatation Hrs 39 148 16 16

Fence Repair Hrs 5 50 8 8

Inlets Outlets Hrs 13 99 6 6

Pond Inspections 0 61 0 0

Storm Water Infrastructure Maintenance
Box Repairs 5 43 3 3

Lid Repairs 3 41 3 3

Pipe Repair 0 10 1 1

Street Sweeper Hrs

City Streets Hrs 160 1 860 160 160

SCDOT Hrs 160 1 420 160 160

Camera Hours 5

City 0 1 995 0 0

SCDOT 0 690 0 0

Stormwater Projects Hrs

Hickory Ridge 57 0

Colleton ROW Culvert 27 0

Meeting 27 3 3 00

Special Project 74 26 26 00

Pond Inspection hrs 16 0 0 00

I Admin Asst Reports E U Monthly Report FY 2023 242023 07 Monthly Report
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City of Aiken Engineering Monthly Report for July
FY 22 23 I FY 23 24

DEVELOPER PROJECTS Size Month Total Year Total Month Total Year Total

PVC LF 16 0 0 0 0

PVC LF 12 0 0 1 142 1 142

PVC LF 10 0 0 0 0

PVC LF Sanc Portr Danbroo 8 0 6 727 1 393 1 393

Sewer Mains PVC LF 6 0 2 359 0 0

PVC LF 4 0 0 0 0

DIP LF 4 0 0 0 0

DIP LF 8 0 0 0 0

Manholes EA 0 36 83 83

House Services EA 0 94 387 387

Commercial Services EA 0 0 0 0

Valve Inserts 0 0 0 0

Lift Stattions EA Woodford 0 1 0 0

PVC LF 12 0 0 0 0

PVC LF 10 0 0 0 0

PVC LF Sanc Portr Danbroo 8 0 7 167 7 167 7 167

Water Mains PVC LF 6 0 6 068 8 455 8 455

PVC LF 4 0 0 0 0

DIP LF 12 0 0 0 0

DIP LF 10 0 0 0 0

DIP LF 8 0 0 0 0

DIP LF 6 0 0 0 0

Fire Hydrants EA 0 13 22 22

Valves EA 0 2 0 0

House Services EA 0 139 387 387

Storm Sewer LF 54 0 0 0 0

Storm Sewer LF 18 0 136 2 740 2 740

Storm Sewer LF 36 0 327 380 380

Storm Sewer Storm Sewer LF 30 0 1 572 114 114

Storm Sewer LF 24 0 1 073 475 475

Storm Sewer LF 42 0 520 520

CIPP 1 New Pond Danbrook 18 0 2 240 1 200 1 200

Storm Water Structures 0 0 0 0

Miscellaneous Sidewalks LF 0 0 0 0

Curb Gutter LF 0 0 0 0

Paving LF 0 0 0 0

Easments Charge Utility 8 0 12 12 12

CITYPROJECTS

PVC LF 12 0 1 0 0

PVC LF 10 0 0 0 0

Sewer Mains PVC LF 8 0 0 0 0

PVC LF 6 0 90 0 0

PVC LF 4 0 0 0 0

HDPE Directional 8 0 2 602 0 0

Manhole 0 6 0 0

Lift Stations 0 0 0 0

PVC LF 12 0 0 0 0

PVC LF 10 0 0 0 0

PVC LF 8 0 2 800 2 800 2 800

Water Mains PVC LF 6 0 0 0 0

PVC LF 4 0 0 0 0

PVC LF 2 0 0 0 0

DIP LF Footages Hwy 1 12 0 2 596 0 0

DIP LF Two Notch 8 0 0 0 0

DIP LF 2 0 0 0 0

Fire Hydrants EA 2 0 1 0 0

Valves EA 0 5 0 0

Pex A LF 0 0 0 0

Storm Sewer Storm Sewer LF 0 0 0

NPDES MS4 Inspections Reports 28 278 28 28

Street Light Repairs 57 629 48 48

MISC New Streetlights 0 16 2 2

Decorative Light Poles 0 0 0 0

Standard Pole n a 0 n a 0

Bollards n a 0 n a 0

Airport Mowing Hours 98 694 113 113
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City of Aiken Engineering Monthly Report for July

I FY 22 23 FY23 24

ENGINEERING Month Total Year Total Month Total Year Total

Plans
Major Development New 0 16 6 6

Review Hours New 0 33 12 12

Building Number Worked 43 426 44 44

Permits Workhours 0 149 0 0

Permits
Highway Encroachment 1 85 13 13

Workhours SCDOT County 0 0 0 0

DHEC Final Permit to Operate 0 6 3 3

Easements Plats Workhours Agreement 0 15 0 0

Legal Dscrp Minor Lot Subdivision 0 25 3 3

Number of Requests 0 116 15 15

Citizens
Workhours 0 74 10 10

Number of Complaints 0 21 3 3

Workhours 0 12 1 1

Number of Fireflows 3 32 0 0

Fireflow Manhours 3 30 0 0

Tests Number of Back Flow Checks 0 261 0 0

Back Flow Checks hrs 94 993 143 143

Number of Well Checks 0 0 0 0

Well Check hrs 0 0 0 0

Project Name YTD Workhours Project Name YTD Workhours

AECOM Houndslake Cit Ponds SW 72 NPDES MS4 Corn hence SW 50

18 0

185

Aiken Hotel Renovations D PASCALIS On Hold Newber Street Parkin U 4

7 5 0

0160

Bio Swa ways SW 78 Park Avenue Bike Path S 0

Bonnieview Hidden Haven Water Lines U 31 S 22

Bur und Water line Pro ect 40 Palamino Oaks 70

44 Pendleton ST Parking Concept S 0

Dupont Landing PH 111 IVN 130 Powderhouse Landing 4 5 100

Chukker Creek Townhomes D 88 RailRoad Stormwater Project U Closed

Danbrook Village Richland Ave Streetscape Concept S 0

Deodar Section 8 U 40 Sandhurst Sewer Aerial Crossing U 105

Dougherty Whiskey Roads S Closed Sand River Grouting CMAR U 120

Downtown Phase 1 B project U SW Sewer Capacity Study U 4

Downtown Infrastucture Pro ect U 26 Sewer Modeling GMC U 72

32 Shaw Building Concept WTP 75

GIS Projects Micellaneous U 1140 Shaw s Creek 319 Grant 0

GIS Project Management Outfall Maps U 270 South Boundary Sewer Rehab U 0

Generation Park Drainage Issue SW 0 Stormwater Pond Research Cleanups SW 70

r 12 Stormwater Investi ations SW 8

Green ate Projects Micellaneous U Sus ended 24

Harlot dew ll 120 Summerton Village U 40

Ham ton Ave Bike Lane Pro ect S 17 Town Creek Pond SW 4

13 University Parkway Waterline Improv U 20

Richland Ave Nail Salon 38

Hitchcock Sewer Improvements U 0 Water Modeling GMC U 52

Hitchcock Woods Stormwater SW 55 Whiskey Road Corridor Study Review D 4

Hopeland Farms Drainage Issue SW 0 I
Horse Creek Force Main 62 Storm Water Ordiance Update 95

Houndslake Stormdrain Issue SW 32 Woodside Stormwater Project SW 32

0 Portrait Hills 34

Kaolin Road Waterline U 12 Neighborhood Backflow Survey 40

Kenned K000n Drains a Issue SW 14 fe Routes to School Crosland Park 126

L a p 10 30

Zaxb s Demo Rebuild 37

Lime Slurry Tank Project U 28 182

LOL Inspection Woodside Phase IV Sec 8 U 0 Projects Done

Lundee Dr Waterline Relocation U Construction

U Utilities D Development S Streetscape SW Stormwater

I Admin Asst Reports E U Monthly Report FY 2023 24 2023 07 Monthly Report
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Utilities Manager Monthly Report

Date 8 3 2023

The Utilities E U consists of 7 Divisions Water Distribution Special Projects 33 Fulltime 2 Part

time Storm Water 7 Fulltime 1 part time Sewer Collection 14 Fulltime Roads Streets 8 fulltime

1 Part time Warehouse 1 fulltime Airport Streetlights 1 Fulltime

Our commitment is evident in our daily community involvement and attentiveness to our customers
needs Our vision is Safety Efficiency and Service Exceeding Expectations

Our mission is to provide quality Public Works service for all customers in house outside

Below is a summary of Public Works operations In addition to the items below there may be ongoing
projects in various stages that the E U staff is involved with If additional information is needed please
let us know

1 Total Administrative Calls 707

2 Water Distribution

Leaks responded to 161 Repaired 91 Service Lines Replaced 8 Customer Side Nothing Found 57

Responded to 6 Mainline Breaks Regular Hours 6 or On Call 0 14 Valves Operated

1 Mainline Repairs Regular Hours or On Call

Replaced Meters 1 Meter Box Replaced 0 Meter Box Raised 0 Meter Lids 1 Moved 0

Performed Water Pressure Test 8 Rusty Water 60

Number of Reworks 0 Water Lines Installed LF 387 Turn On Off 31

Miscellaneous Water Requests 4 Replace Curb Stop 0

Number ofYards Repaired 49

New Meters 0

Galvanized Pipe Replaced FT 0 Lead Goosenecks removed 0

Total Overtime Hours 0

Staffing Numbers Current 27 Vacancies 5

Overall Health of Division Issues no issues
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3 Sewer Collections

Respond to Sewer Backups City Issue 12 Non City Issue 16 No Issues 0

On Call 15 City 11 Non City 4

Jetted Footage 1780

Camera Sewer to Determine Problem Areas

Camera Footage 640

Sewer Cleanout Installed 3 Repaired 1

Sewer Lines Installed in LF 48

Repaired Sewer Lateral at 0 Locations

Manholes

Uncovered Manhole 0 Raised to Grade 1 Repaired 0 SL Rat Inspections 0

Removed Debris from Pumps 5 Routine Maintenance Hours 132

Cut Grass at 61 Sewer Pump Station Locations

Number of Grease Removed from Wet Wells 7 and Cleaned Floats 7

Lift Stations Pumps Motors 4

Taps 1

Miscellaneous Work Orders Sewer 0

Total Overtime Hours Sewer 58 5 Lift Station 20

Staffing Numbers Current 12 Vacancies 1
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4 Storm Water

Cleaned Drains City SCDOT

Ditches 0 Pipes 0

Storm Pond Maintenance Hrs

Vegetation Hrs

Fence Repair Hrs

Inlets Outlets Hrs Pond Inspections 0

Storm Water Infrastructure Maintenance

Box Repair Lid Repair Pipe Repair

Street Sweeper Hrs City SCDOT

Camera Hrs City 0 SCDOT O Footage 0

Miscellaneous Special Project Hrs Site Visits Hrs Meeting Hrs

Total Overtime Hours
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5 Roads

Concrete

Replaced Driveways Sidewalks 2 Curb Gutter Ft 0 Sidewalks by Ft 0 Yards 2 25 Hours 7 5

Water 3 Hours 11 Public Svcs 0 Hours 0 Storm Water Repair 0 Hours 0

Sewer 0 Hours 0 DOT Repairs 0 Hours 0

Dirt Road

Hours 32 5 Dirt Road Miles 29 Number of Work Orders Loads 10 Cleaned Drains Hours 3

Asphalt

Water Repairs 29 Water Hours 70 Storm Water Repair 0 Hours 0 P Svcs Repair 0 Hours 0

Sewer Repair 0 Hours 0 City Rd 1 Hours 2 5

Potholes

Number ofPotholes Patch City 4 Hours 6 5 SCDOT 0 Hours 0

Number Utilities Cuts Repaired 0 Utility Hours 0

Brick Paver Work

Replace 0 Hours 0 Repaired 0

Equipment Shop Maint Hours 0

Bags of concrete 0

Miscellaneous Work Orders 0 Hours 28 5

Total Overtime Hours 0

Staffing Numbers Current 8 Vacancies 0
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6 Warehouse

Customer Orders Placed 44

Number of Stock Requisitions Placed 214

Inventoried Items 5110

Inventoried Items Value 67 849

7 Airport Streetlight

Maintenance Items at Airport 1261

Grass Cutting Hours 113

Streetlight Jobs Repaired 48 New 2

Building Maintenance Jobs 357

Equipment Maintenance Jobs 170

Miscellaneous Jobs 1512

Staffing Numbers Current 2 Vacancies 0

Total Overtime Hours 9
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Please note any significant incidents events Information

Overall health of the department Issues no issues

Issues
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